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JEaatem Digtrict of Pennsylvania^ to wit : 

BB IT REMBMBBMBy Hiftt on the ISratth day of Mareh, im lj^ ftrty-liniil^ 
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year vS die tndependenee of Hie United State* of America. A. i>. 1820, 
the Betewnd JACOB J. J ANEW AY, D. D. snd HUBERT RALS- 
TON, Biquire, om talntif of tlie Tmtteet of the Oeneral Anembly 
of the Pretbyterian Choreh. in the United States of Amcriem of the 
Mid Divtrict, ha«e dcpoiited in thi« offipe. die Titif of a Book, the 
right wheieof they ^aim a» Prafvietan, in the ««dt foUowmp^ 
to wit: 



<< A Dtgett, etmipiled twat the Becordt of the General Anembly, of the Pres- 
•< byterian Church, In the United States of America, and ftom the Re- 
«( cords of the late Synod of Mew York and Philadelphia, of their AeO 
. « and Proceedings, that appear to be of permanent Authority and Inters 
« est ; togedier with a ilvirt Account or the Missions conducted by die 
M Presbyterian Church. By order of the General Awembly.** 

In eonforaiity to die Aet 4if the Cengfest pf the Utoited States, entided •• An Aet 
for die encouragement of leaiiiiM, 1^ steurinc ,the copies of maps, charts and bookSy 
to the Authors and Eroprieiots ofnien copies onring die dmei|ieiein niendoned."— 
And also tothcr Act, 'ntitlcd^ ** An Act supptaacntavy to an act, entided, * An Aet 
ftr the encouragement of icaminr, by securing the copies of maps, duuts andbooiks. 
to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies during the tames therein mentioned,* 
And cktending the benenti thereof to the Arts of designing, engraving, and etching 
Ifipttone^ and other prints.*' 

. D. CALDWELL, 

Clerk (^the Eastern District of Fennaylvania. 
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EXTBACT 

JBhvm the Mlmut€$ qfi^ General ^Btfsemhly il^4Si9h 



THE following ovelliire waj? sttbiniilM to the 
Assembly^ and being amended^' was adopted : m»^ 

Besolpedf That Drs. Janeway^ Neill, and Ely^r 
be appointed^ and they are hereby appointed a Com- 
mittee, to extract from the records of the General 
Assembly^ and of the late Synod of New York and 
Pfailadelphiay all such matters as may* luppear to be 
of permanent authority and interest (including a 
s|tort account of the manner in which Missions have 
been conducted^ and their success^) Hiat the same, 
may be published for the infonnam>n of ministers 
and people in our churches ; and that they report 
the same lo the next Assembly. 



y 



Mesahed, That said Committee be aiiAofized> 
and they mre hereby authorized^ to employ a per- 
son to transcribe any part of the records^ that may 
be necessary for the above work. 
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^ EXTRACT 

[ JFViem Me .^mttted of the General ^issembly in 1819. 



THE Conunittee appointed by the last Assem- 
bly^ to extract from the reourds of the General Assem- 
bly, and of the late Synod of New York and Phi- 
ladelphia, all such matters as may appeal^ to be. of 
permanent authority and interest^ reported ; where- 
upon^^ 

' Mesoiv^y That the work reported by the Gom'w^ 
mittee^ be completed on the plan reported ; and 
that when thus 'finished, the Committee be autho- 
rised to have 4000 copies printed^ and offered for 
sale at a reasonable price. 
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Mesolvedf That the Trustees of -the Genial As- 
sembly be requested to defray the expense of print- 
ing the above work^ and secure the copy right of it ; 
and that the Presbyteries be requested to promote 
the sale of the sanie. 
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PREFACE 



X HE Genei*al Assembly is the Supreme: Judicatory of th^ 
Presbyterian Church. As such it superintends the general 
interests of all our churches^ and constitutes <' the bond of 
union) peace, correspondence, and mutual confidence'* among 
them. It is mvested with power to preserve a due regard to 
the principles of ouir ecclesiastical government in all die Sy*^ 
nods, Presb3rterie8, and Sessions ; and to bear ^ testimony 
against error in doctrine or immorality in practice'^ in any 
porUon of the church « 

Established for purposes so important, and invested widi 
powers so extensive^ the proceedings of the General Assem- 
bly must necessarily be interesting to the whole Presbyterian 
Church $ and consequently the knowledge of them ought to 
be diligeirtly ai|d extensively circulated among the members 
of that church. 

From the very commex^cement of their operations, it has 
been the uniform practice of die General Aesembly to pub- 
Ibh annually extracts from their minutes, that wiere deem€»d 
important and interesting* But such is the extent of tenitoiy 
over which our church is spread, and so rapid has been its 
increase, that the measures heretofore adopted for AUffusmg 
a knowledge of the Acts and proceedings of its Supreme Ju- 
dicatory, have proved insufficient. Very few of our ministers 
are in possession of the Printed Extracts that compose the 
first volume ; and, many through accid^it, or inattention, have 
lost part of those which constitute the second. Indeed it is 
apprehen4(pd that the number even of Presbyteries posses^ 
smg these records of the General Assembly is small. 
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yi PREFACE. 

Thus destitute of the means of information, it is not pos- 
sible for the members of the lower judicatories of our church 
to be so accurately and intimately acquainted with the proceed- 
ings of the Supreme Judicatory as tliey ought; and the ne- 
cessary consequence of this imperfect knowledge is the omis- 
sion of important duties prescribed for the general good, and 
want of that unity of operation tliat should ever characterize 
the Presbyterian Church-. 

To correct this state of things, several attempts have been 
made. In the year 1809, the stated clerk, in execution of an_ 
order of the General Assembly, collected from the manuscript 
minutes, and methodically arranged, under different heads, 
whatever appearj^d to be of a permanent nature, in what is 
denominated The General Assembly's Book of Rules. 
•In this book a few articles were transcribed ; but references 
were made to the volume and page where others were to be 
found, marked with a pencil in tli^ margin, so as to facilitate 
a publication, whenever it should be ordered. Mjembers of 
the Assembly being desirous of possessing all the printed ex- 
tracts, attempts were afterwards made to have them reprint- 
ed. Proposals were issued for the purpose ; but the sub- 
scriptions received did not warrant the accomplishraerit of the 
design. Desirous,^ ho>vever, to supply th^ir church with the 
means of becoming acquainted with their acts and proceed- 
ings, the General Assembly, in 1818, appointed a committee 
to perform a duty which has given birth to this publication. 

* This volume will be found to contain, notpnly every thing 
of permanent authority, scattered through the printed ex- 
tracts, but a number of interesting articles never belbr^ pub- 
lished, as well from the Records of the late Synod of N^w 
York and Philadelphia as from those of the Assembly. 

The operations of the General Assembly, constituted m 
the year 1788, by that Synod, and convened for the first time 
in 1789, en^brace a period of thirty years. Their manuscript 
minutes fiH three large folios; and their printed extracts 
amount to more than fiiree octavo volumes. All these have 
been carefully searched, together with a folio containing the 
manuscript records of the late Synod, in quest of materisSsTor 
*this book. Whatever could be found in these volumes of 
permanent authority or interest^ has been selected and ar- 
"ranged tinder proper heads. ' i 



PREFACE. vii 

In preparing this publication, tlie Committee could not 
content^ diemseives . with throwing; .t5gcther the various ar- 
tieles^ without any other regard to order, than that of time, 
or-thftt which they were found to possess ;b the printed ex- 
tracts; Ha4 they- aimed at nothing- more than this, the la- 
bour would have been compatatively easy ; but their work 
would have been defective in a material point. They wished 
to ma^eit useful ; and to render it useful, they were sensible 
4hat a perspicuous n^^hod was of prime importance. 

■ , • • ■ ^ • - *• ' 

This book, is divided into thirteen parts. The parts are 
subdivided into chapters, and eacl^<:hapter into sections^ The 
headings of the sections are printed 4i| Italics, to enable a per- 
son^ ^by gliantrng his eye over the pttges^ to -find any article 
he, wishes. StiU further to facilitate the use of this 'book, a 
Table qf Contents is placed at the begriming;, and an Index 
at the end; A brief historic ske:tch of the Missionary exer- 
tions of the Presbyterian Church, will be found at the close of 
this volume. 

The Committee have avoided the use of their own Words, 
as much as could be done, consistently with what they con- 
ceived to be- the design of this publicatiort. It was deemed 
necessary to give headings to the various articles composing 
the volume, for the sake of order, as well as to assist in find- 
ing articles as they might be needed. A few notes have been 
added for, the purpose of ,^xplaani»g the connexion of dertain 
extracts or transactions; which, without resorting to this ex- 
pedient, would have required the printing of more copious 
selections. But in all cases it will be easy for the reader, to 
distinguish the words t^f the Committee from those of the Ge- 
neral Assembly, or of the Synod. 

To assist those who wish to study accurately the acts and 
proceedings of the Assembly, the year has been generally 
noted ; and for the convenience of Commissioners, while at- 
tending the sessions of that body, tiie volume and the page 
of the manuscript minutes have been marked, where any ar- 
ticle, in regard to which it was supposed a reference to the 
original records might be desired, will be found. 

For the benefit of inexperienced members, the Committee 
have taken the liberty of describing the manner in which the 
Assembly is organized, and the mode in which business is 
usually done ; referring all along to the rules which govern 
the proceedings of that body, and prescribe the duties of the 
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VAiious comniitte^'iGmnually appointed. To such members^ 
it is presumed) this book will be particulaHy iisefel, whib 
attendkig on Uie^sessions of tiie Assembly. And may not tbe 
hope be uidulged) ^at aM our ministers will) by th assisti- 
ance of tHis pubtication, be enabled to become more tho^ 
roughly acquainted with the duties* they have to perform as 
members of Sessions, Presbyteries and Synods ? All the acts 
of the Assembly relating to these judicatories^ will be found 
arranged under proper ileads^ and by turning lib them, mini- 
sters will find various duties that claim their attrition, while 
acting as members of these judicatories. Ruling Eld^^s will 
find equal benefit from consulting this depository of the As^ 
sembly's acts and proceedings* 

The utility of this book w^ not terminate with the officers 
of our church. Blatter wUl be found jn it interesting to pri* 
vate christians. 'By perusing it, they will learn what the Pres- 
byterian Church has done in the great and important con- 
cern of Missions^ what she is doing in tbe interesting work 
of training up a numerous, able and pious ministry; what 
relation she sustains to otiier christian churches ; and the vi- 
gilance and faithfulness with which the-O^ieral Assembly, in 
superintending her affairs, have endeavoured to preserve purity 
of faith, sounciness in principle, holiness of life, peace apd har- 
mony among all her members. 

This volume, then, should.b^e not onlf found in the hands 
of every officer, but extensively circulated among die fami* 
lies of the Presbyterian Church. 

The Committee devoudy commend it to the care and bles- 
sing of Almighty God, and humbly trust that their labour 
will not be in vam. If this publication shall contribute to the 
gratification of their fathers and brethren in Christ; if it ^hatt 
be the means of introducing more order and unity in the ope- 
rations of the Churchy if it shall throw %ht upon jjoints of 
duty; if it shall subserve, in any degree, the great interests 
of religion: they will deem themselves amply rewarded for 
all the time spent, and all the labour bestowed, in collecting 
and arranging materials scattered through so many vojumes* 
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PART I. 



OF THE 



CHAPTER I. 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY. 



JL HE General Assembly was constituted^ in the 
y^ar 1788, by the Synod of New York and Phi- 
ladelphia, as appears from the following extracts 
from their records. 

Sect. 1, An overture was brought in, That, 
AfyoK ^^ thebeiter management of the Churches 
' under our care, this Synod be divided into 
three Synods ; and that a General Synod, or As- 
sembly be constituted out of the whole. — ^The Sy- 
nod agreed to enter on the consideration of this over- 
ture, on the first Friday after their next meeting, 
and appointed Dr. Snath to transmit a copy of 
this overture to such of the Presbyteries, as are 
not at present represented in Synod; and earnestly 
urge their attendance at our next meeting*-— Page 

386. 
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14 THE GSKEBAX* ASS£Mm.Y. PPART I. 

Sect 2. Tlie following mdticMi wns made and 
1786 ®^^^^*ded^ i?i«. The Synod considering the 
finmber and extent of the Chorche&i under 
their ^are^ and the inconvenience of the present 
mode of Gh)vernment by one Synod ; Mesolved^ 
That this Synod will establish out of its own body 
three or more subordinate ^ynods^ out of which 
shall be composed a General Assembly^ Synod^ 
or Council; agreeably to a System hereafter to be 
adopted. 

Upon the Question being put^ W&l the Synod 
adopt the resolution aforesaid^ or not ? it was car- 
ried in the affirmative. 

The followiitg. gentlemen were anointed to 
prepare and report a plan for the division of the 
Synod into three or more Synods^ m%. Urs. Rodg- 
ers; Smith; Duffield^ Alison^ Messrs. Latta^ Mar- 
tiu; Matthew Wilson^ Graham^ Houston^ James 
Finley; ani} Hall.— Pikge 3d7. 

For the particulars of this j^aii see under Str 
NODS and FaissBYTERrES. 

Sect. 3. Resolved unanimotisltfy That this Sy- 
1788 ^^^ ^ divided; and it is hereby divided 
into faur Synods; agroeably toan act made^ 
a^d ]»rovided &r that purpose in the Seations of 
Synod^ in the year one ilmisand seven hundred 
and eighty-six : and this div]3ian shall cominence 
on the dissokitioQ of the prteent SyiKid. 

Restiteij That the first iiieetu3i| of <^ General 
AssemUy to t>e constituted out ^ tke alMire fMor 
Synods be )iftld> and it is hereby appointed te be 
held, 0A Abe HboA Ttmnday of Ma;^, rate thftutand 
seven huaoAred and e^;|hty-»iiine ; in the fiecesKd 
Presbyterian Churchy in the City of PhiladelpMii, 
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at eleven o^clock^ A. M. and that D.r- Wither- 
-spoon^ or, in his ahseitice^ Dr. Rodgers^ open the 
General Assembly, with a Sermon ; and preside 
till a Moderator be chosen. 

Resolved^ That the Synod of New York, and 
New Jersey, meet on Wednesday the twenty-ninth 
day of next October, in the First Presbyterian 
Church, in the City of New York, at three o'clock, 
P. M. and that the present Moderator, or^ in his 
absence, the senior Minkter present, open the Sy- 
nod, with a Serm<m ; and preside till a Moderator 
be chosen. 

Mesolvedy That the Synod of Philadelphia meet 
on the. third Wednesday of October next^ in the 
First Presbyterian Church,^ in the City of Phila- 
delphia^ at eleven o'clock, A. M* and that Dr. 
Swing, or^ in his absem^e, the senior Minister pre- 
sent, open the Synod, with a Sermon; and preside 
till a Moderator be chosai. 

Resolwd^ That the Synod of Tii^inia tii^t on 
the fourth Wedmisday of October mmt, at eleven 
o'clock, A. M. at Nelv Proinidence Church ; and 
that Mr. Sankey, or^ in his absence, the senior Mi- 
nister present, open the Synod, with a Sermon; 
and preside tUl a Moderator be cho$en* % 

Memhedf Hiat th« Synod, of the CaroUnas meet 
on the first Wednesday of November next, at ele- 
ven o'clock, A. M. at Cenl^e Church, in Roan 
County; and tibat Mr.Fatillo, w> in his absence the 
senior Minister present, open the Synod, with a 
Sermon; and preside till a Modemtor be ckoaen. 

Tub Syw» was then Bisao^i^VBD. 

Page 4m. 
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CHAPTER n. 



©F THE AJ^NUAL ORGANIZATION OF THE GE 

NERAL ASSEMBLY. 



Sect. 1. Xmmediately after public worship^ on the 
day appointed for the meeting of the Assembly^ the 
Moderator takes the chair ; and having called the 
commissioners to order^ offers prayer to Almighty 
God for his direction and blessings 

Sect. 2. The Moderator then calls for the com- 
missions ; which being delivered to the clerk^ and 
pnblickly read,'a list of the commissioners is made 
oat^ in the order of the Presbyteries. 

RULB. 

* The Assembly having proceeded to business 
without attending sufficiently to the order prescrib- 
ed in the Constitution^ respecting the commissions 
of the members; and having been led into that in- 
attention by prec<idents in the former sessions of 
tlie General Assembly; it was thought necessary 
to declare:-— That the business oushtnot^ in fiitiire^ 
to be entered upon by the Assemlny^ until the cqm- 
missions delivered to the clerk shall have been 
publickly read^ according to the express letter of 
the Constitution.— 1791, Vol. I. Page 26, 
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CHAP. II. 1 THE OKGANIZATION. 17 

J • ■ 

Sect. 3. The list of the commissioners present 
beio^ completed^ a new Moderator is chosen. 

RULE. 

On motion^ agreed^ That it be a standing mle ^ 
of the G^n^al Assembly^ in choosing a Moderator, ^ 
that any commissioner may nominate a candidate 
for the ch^ir. The candidates so pointed out shall 
then, severally give their votes for some one of 
their number and withdraw; when the remaining 
commissioners shall proceed, viva voce^ to choose 
by a plurality of voices, one of the said candidates 
for Moderator. 1791.— Vol. L Page 38, 

Sed. 4. A Moderator having been duly chosen, 
the former Moderator before he resigns his seat, 
addresses him and the Assembly, thus: 

Sir — ^It is my duty to inform you, and announce 
to this house, that you are duly elected to the oir- 
fice of Moderator in this Genial Assembly.— For 
your direction in office, and for the direction of this 
Assembly in all your deliberations^ before I leave 
this seat, I amto read to you and this house the rules 
contained in the records of this Assembly ; which I 
doubt not will be carefully observed by both, in 
conducting the business that may come before you. 

[Here the Moderator is to read the rules, and 
afterwards add] 

Now, having read these rules, according to or- 
der, for your instruction as Moderator, and for the 
dii^d^tion of all the members, in the management of 
business, — spraying that Almighty God may direct 
and bless all the delibemtions of this Assembly for 
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tlie glory of his name/and for Uie edification and 
comfort of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States,— I resign my place and office as Modera- 
tor.— 1701. ToL I. p. 30. 

Sect 5. The new Moderator having taken his 
seat, calls the attention of the Assembly to the 
choice of a temporary clerk, who is chosen viva 

voce. 

RtJLB, - 

Resolved, That it be considered as the right 
of every member of the Assembly^ to vote for a 
clerk who is hot a member of the body.-r-Vol. I. 
Page 68.— 1793. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

OF THE MODE OF DOING BUSINESS. 



Sect. 1. J. HE Assembly having been duly orga: 
nized^ any commissioner who has lost his commis- 
sion may be admitted to a seat oh proper testimony. 

See Vol. I. p. 3, 48, 69, 85, 104.— VoL H. p. 
76, 77, 140, 276, 277, 308.— Vol. HI. p. 128, 177, 
221, 229, 231, &c. 

See also. Vol. II. p. 14^, 149, in which it ap- 
pears that opposition was made to this practice of 
receiving commissioners without their commissions. 



GHAP. 111.3 MODE OF DOING BGSmESS. 19 

Sect. 2. Commissioners who do not produce 
their commissions at the opening of the Assembly^ 
can he i^ceived only at the conanencement of a ses- 
sion. See Form of Goverhnient, Chap. XXXI. 
Sect. 8. ■ ■ \ , 

Se^. 3. The ^Moderator directs the minutes of 
the last General Assembly to he read; and while 
the temporary clerk i^ reading them^ a docket of 
such business as may require the attention of the 
Assembly^ is prepared by the permanent clerk. 






Sect. 4. The minutes having been read, the 
Assembly appoints a Committee of Bills and 
Overtures, and the Judicial Committee; who 
meet at the hour and place appointed by the As- 
sembly, and afterwards on their own adjournments. 

See No. HI, IV, V, of the general rules. 

Sect. 5. The Assembly set apart the Mon- 
day next succeeding th6 commencement of their 
sessions, for the free conversation on the state of re- 
ligion. Written reports are read on that day by 
the Presbyteries and the Eastern Associations con- 
nected with the General Assembly; accompanied 
with verbal information from members, who have 
any important particulars to communicate that are 
not embraced in the written reports. 

rule. 

1792 ^ "^^^ following proposition was introduced 
through ihe committee of bills and overtures, 
that the General Assembly take measures to bring 
into distinct view, at its different sessions, the situa- 
tion irf the Presbyterian Church uiider its jurisdic- 
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tioQ in t}^ United Btates of America with respect to 
the state of Helicon in the different Presbyteries ; 
the state of religious denominatiohs amoi^ them^ 
imd the most probable expedients for reviving amd 
promoting the essential interests of Ghrist^s king- 
dom in the world. -^ «^ 

Whereupon, Re»dlv^^ That it be recommended 
to each Synod to einoin it upon the remective Pres- 
byteries withiiji titeir bounds, to specmy the above 
particulars in the annual .reports which they make 
^of the state of their respective churthes, to be Ifud 
before the General Assembly at its stated meetings. 
1793 ^ Moticm^ Mesohed^ That the following 
clause in a resolution passed by the Gtene- 
ral Assembly of 1792 respecting the reports of Pres- 
byteries be repealed, vix. ^' The state of religious 
denominations among them.'^ 

Sect. 6. In the course of the sessions of the 
General Assembly, the following committees are 
appointed. , 

!• The committee to take notes of the free con- 
versation on the state of religion^ and to prepare ai^d 
report to the Assembly a connected namtive on the 
subject. 

The narrative is read at the cpncWt prayer 
meeting. 

2. A committee to make arrangements i^ regard 
to the exercises proper for the concert prayer 
meeting, annually held by the Assembly, and to de- 
signate thepersons who shall lead in them. 

PiribBic notice of the time and place of meeting is 
given from the pulfnts of the several Presbyterian 
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CHAP, liul HODE OF DOIKfi BUSINESS. 21 

Churcbes in FhiladelpMa^ an^ the people are ia- 
vited to attend. 

This practice was commenced, in the year 180^^ 
and lias been continued ever sinc^e. — See VoL I. p. 
290. 

-3. Committees to examine the records of the dif- 
ferent Synods. 
•* ■ ■ * " 

4. A committee on the reports of Synods and 

Presbyteries. 

RULE. 

Resolvedy That there be annually appointed a 
committee of Reports^ to which shall be referred 
all reports from Presbyteries and Synods; and olF 
this committee if shall be the duty to compare the 
rlBports pf the Synods with the reports from the 
Presbyteries, digest the whole, and read them to 
the Assembly ; and also make a statement^ the 
Synods imd the Presbyteries which shall have ne- 
glected to report. 1809.— Vol. 11. Page 277. 

'5; A committee to prepare an abstract of the re- 
ports of Synods and Presbyteries for insertion in 
the Comi;eni>ious View. 

RULES. 

The committee would ftirther propose that the 
Assembly, should make it a standing rule, annu- 
ally to appoint a committee^ who shall take the sy- 
nodical and presbyterial reports, after they have 
be^n read before the Assembly, and fill up the ^ 
blanks of a form, prepared to exhibit a compendi- ' 
ous view of the number of ministers, congregations, 
licentiates, candidates, and communicants, together 
with the baptisms and collections in one year. 

See Part HI. Chap. m. Sect. 2. 
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On Mstmt Memhedy That the committee aanti- 
ally apnointed to prepare the result of the reports 
of S^ods^ and Presbyteries ftn* entrance in the 
%ook kept by the stated clerk for that purpose^ do 
carefully compare the statement of monies in said 
reports with the accounts of the Treasurer of the 
Trustees of the Assembly^ fliat all errors or omis^ 
sions may be carefully corrected before the entry 
be made by the stated clerk. Vol. 11. Page 276. 
r-1809. 

6. A committee to prepare a minute^ exhibit- ^ 
ing what the Presbyteries shall appear to have 
done in relation to the education of poor and 
pioas youth for the gospel ministry, aft^ inqniiy 
shall have l^een made by the Assembly^ agreeably 
to a standing nde th^ expressed : 

^ RULE. 

And the Assembly did, and do hereby ^ffd^^ 
that every Presbytejy under their care, make an- 
nually a report to the Assembly, stating particu- 
larly what they have done in this conc^m^ or why 
(if the case M shall be) they have done nothing in 
it; and that the Assembly will, when these Report* 
are received, consider each distinctly, and decide 
by vote, whether the Presbyteries severally shall 
be considered as having dischitrged or neglected 
their duty in this important business. 1806.— Vol. 
n. Page 180. 

See minutes on this subject, {mblished in differ- 
ent years in the Assembly's printed extracts. 

*■ 

7. A committee to ascertain the lumber of miles 
travelled by the members in coming to, and in re- 
turning from, th6 Assembly^ and to apportion to 
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CHAP« III.3 ftO0£ OF DOING B0SIKS&& 3S 

each wbat ought to be allowed him oat ot^ke com- 
nusi^sioner's fuad a^eeably to the rules adopted on 
the subject. 
See the rules in Paart VI. Chap. in. Sect, 1. 

8. A comniitiee to meet ihe Trustees of the Gol- 
lege of New Jepsey, and dispose of monies in their 
hands^ and to report to the next Assembly. - 

^ See an account of these Monies in Part XIV. '^ 
Chap. m. 

9. A committee on the^ report of the Board of . 
Missions^ whose duty it is to prepare any resolu- 
tions on the repoii that they may deem pr6|ier to 
be submitted to the Assembly for ad^tion. 

10. A committee on the report of the Board of 
Directors of the Theological Seminary^ whose 
duty is similar to that of the^ preceding eammittee. 

11. A committee to select such parts of the As- 
sembly's minutes^ as they may deem proper for v. 
publication. 

Sect. 7. The Board or Missions are annu- > 
ally chosen. % 

See Part Vm. Chap. I. 

The Trustees^ when chosen^ are elected agree- * 
ably to the rules inserted in Part VH. Chap. H. 

The Delegates to the General Jissociations in 
Nc^ Saglaaid^ and to Oim Yemeni Convention of 
V^t^rmont^ aie ^osen according to the rules ad^pi^ 
ed foar^hepuspose. 

©ee Part Xn. Chap. VL 
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Sect. 8. The Assembly inquire of the Synods 
and Presbyteries, whether they have reported on 
Missionary business. . 

RULE. 

The Synods and Priesbyteries shall report on 
the subject of missionaries, and missionary busi- 
ness, only to the Board of Missions ; and to secure 
a regard to this rule, the Assembly will, at each 
annual session, inquire whether the Synods and 
Presbyteries have made such a report. 
^ See Part lEL Chap. HI. Sect. 2. 

Sect. 9. General Rules for regulating the 
proceedings of the Assembly, which are read by 
the Moderator before he resigns his seat to hi» 
successor. 

I. The Moderator shall take the chair at the 
hour to which the Assembly stands adjonmed; 
shall immediately call the members to order; and 
on the appearance of a quorum shall open the ses- 
sion with prayer, and cause the minutes of the pre- 
ceding sessions to be read } and on every adjourn- 
ment shall conclude with prayer. 

n. The Moderator may speak to points of or* 
der, in preference to other members ; rising from 
his seat for that purpose; and shall decide ques- 
tions of order, subject to an appeal to the house by 
any two members. 

» 

m. The General Assembly, at every meetings 

shall appoint a Committee of Bills and Overtures, 

to prepare and digest business for tlie Assembly. 
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CHAP, in.l MODE t* »OtKG BUSINESS, ^25 

* * 

Any persc^n thinking Kim»elf iiggrieved by this 
committee^ may complain to the Assembly* 

- ^ ^ ^ . • .-^ '^ " 

IV. Petitions^ questions relating either to doc- 
trine or order, intended to be brought before the 
Assembly for decision, and in general all new 
propositions, tending to general law^^ shall usually 
^e laid before the committee of bills and overtures, ,. ' 
before they.be offered to the Assembly. 

• 1- * ' 

Y. TteAssembly shall also, at every meeting, ap- * 
point a committee, ta be styled the Judicial Com- 
mittee^: whose duty it shall be to take i nto Conside- 
railon all appeals and references brought to the 
Assembly ; to ascertain whether they are in order, 
to digest and arrange all the documentis relating to 
the same ^ and to propose to thb Assembly the best 
method of proceeding in each case/ - . 

yi. Amotion made^, must be seconded, and af- \, 
^lef wards repeated by the Moderaipr or read aloud, ' 
before it be debated : and jevery motion shall be re- • 
duced to writing, if tlje Moderator, or any member, * . 
require it. , . 

VII. Any member, who shall have made a mo- . 
tion, shall have liberty to withdraw it, before any 
debate had thereon : but not afterwards^ without 
leave of the Assembly. 

VHJ. On questions of order, adjourmnent, post- 
ponement, commitment, or the previous question, 
no member ^hall speak more than once. On an 
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S6 THE GeNBRAL A^9£MBL¥. fPART I. 

other queirtions^ each member inay speak twlce^ but 
not oftener, without express leave of the house. 

IX. When a question is under debate^ no mo- 
, tion shall be received unless to amend it, to commit 

it, to postpone it, for the previous question, or to 
adjourn. 

"> ' • ' 

X. The previous question shall be in this form^ 
Shall the main question be now put f and until it is 
decided, shaU preclude all amendment and farther 
debate of the main question. « If the previous ques- 
tion be decided in the aiffirmative, the debate on the 
main question may proceed r^ but if it be decided in 
the negative, the effect shall be to arrest the disr 
cussibn, and to produce an indefinite postponement 

. of the main question. 

XI. An amendment may be moved on any mo- 
tion, and shall be decided before the original mo- 
tion. - . . 

XII. If a question under debate contain seve-* 
ral parts, any member may have it divided, and a 
question taken on each part. 

Xm. JBvery member^ wlfien speaking;^ shall ad- 
dress himself to t}ie chair ; and shall treat hii^ .fel- 
low member^, especially the Moderator, with de- 
cency and reispect : , If a member act disorderly, it 
^ shall be the duty of the Moderator, and the privi- 
lege of the other members^ to call him to order. 

• 
XIY. A question shall not be c^^Ued up^ or re- 
considered> at the same sessions rof the Assembly t 

* m. ] 
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J * 1 ■ .1 

at whfeh it has been decided^ unlesi^ by consent of 
two thirds of the members who were prei^ent at th^ 

decision. . ' * 

. - • , , . ■.'■■♦ 

X^. Any member, who may think himself ag-' 
grieved by a decision of the General Assegibly^^ 
shall have his dissent pr> protest, \^ith his reasons^ 
entered on the records. of the Assembly^ or filed 
among thei^ papers*; if given in before the rising of 
the. Assembly. -^ 

XVI. If any member act indecently or disor- 
derly, contrary to these rules, the Moderator shaH 
reprove, dr otherwise censure him, as the Assembly 
«hall judge jiroper : knd if any member shall Qiink 
himself denied of any right, or unjustly blamed by 
the Moderator, he ^hall not speak disrespectfully 
to him, but modeigtly require the decision of ther 
housein the case.* 

■*■ ' ' - . • 

Sect. 10. Particular Rules, 

*- ^- ■ '- . ■ ^ . 

1. Resolved y That every letter or communica- 

tiou addressed to the Mod^^ator,. be opened and 
read by him; and, at his discretion^ be either com'- 
municated immediately to the Assembly for Iheir 
deci^on, or to tfie committee of overtures to be by 
'them brought before the house in the ordinary 
channel ^VoL I. p. 85. — 1794. , 

2. Resolvedy As a standing rule of thia house^ 
that whenever more than three persons are standing^ 



.* These Rules itmain as tbcy were adopted hy the Assembly |n J789j 
except that No. IX. was slightly altered in 1791, and No* IV. Tn 1819, 
* w!Wn No. V, was inserted. 
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1^ at one iime^ the Moderator shall require them 
to take their seats.— Vol.^ I. p. 63. — 1792. 

3.' Whereas considerable difficulties^ and de- 
Jays have been occasioned by members entitled to- 
mileage^ neglecting to give their names and distance 
to the committee on me commissioners' fund^ or 
giving them verbally, or some giving double and 
0ome the single distance; therefore. Resolved^ That 
the members entitled to mileage, shall give to the 
committee on the coimnissioners' fund, within three 
days after the appointment c^ said coiunittee, in 
trriting, their names> the names of their Presby-* 
teries, and th^r distance from home to the Assem- 
bly } and if any member neglect to comply with 
this rule, he shall forfeit his portion of said fond : 
and that no member may be ignorant of this reso-' 
lution, the Moderator shall read it as soon as the 
committee on said fund is appointed each year.-^ 
1818.- VoLin. p* 417. 

Sect 11. No CeRRijsppNmjfG Membbvs can** 
be admitted into the Assembly^ 

Upon motion it was agreed. That, whereas this 
Assembly, copying the example of their predeces- 
sors, have admitted several ministers, who are not 
commissioners, to join in their deliberations and 
conclusions, but not to vote on any question ; And 
although this Assembly has been much indebted to 
the wise counsels and friendly assistance of these 
corresponding ministers, nevertheless, on mature' 
deliberation, it was resolved as the opinion of this 
house ;*^ - 



^W^ W^ '*'¥C!f^^^lltfVl'^^^* .., .J- ^-.^ -„m^, ,-,.^ »W-i-«-'. 



X, (^" 



CHAi». HI.} MODE X)F DOING pUjSlNElSS. ^ 

1. That no detegated body has a right io trans- 
fer its powers^ cm* any part thereof, unless express 
provision is m its constitution. 

* 2. That this Assembly is a ddegated body, and^ 
no such provision is in its constitution. 

._ ' '' '' ' ' " 

3* Although such admission has hitherto produ-^ 

ced no bad consequences^ it may, nevertheless, at 

some future day, be applied to party purposes, and 

cause embarrassment and delay,— Wherefore, JRe- 

solved^— 

4. And lastly, That the practice of this Assem- 
bly, in this case, ought not to be used as a prece- 
dent in fiiture.— 1791. Vol. I. page 42* 

Sect. 13* After the npnutes have been read. The 
Roll is called, to asc^ain whether any commis- 
sioner have left the houie jv^ithout permission. 

^ * RULE. 

Whereas it has frequently happened that mem- 
bers of this Assembly, neglecting their duty and in- 
attentive to the rules of decorum, have abruptly Mt 
the Assembly and returned home without leave of 
absence-— '-Kesofcerf, Th^t in allsimilar cases, which 
shall occur in future, it shall be the duty of th4 
clerk of this house, to give notice thereof to the 
Presbyteries to which ;§uch delinquent members 
m'ay belong; and thai it be recommended to the said 
^ Presbyteries, in their settlements with such delin- 
quents, not to allow them any compensation for, ser- 

vices as members of the Assembly. Vol. I^p. 271 • 
1801. 
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THE ^EXKRAL ASSie»pL1?« [iPART I. 



Setf. 13. The vote being taken for the dissolv- 
ing the A^senibly^ the Moderator dissolves it, and 
requires another General Asseijibly ta meet, agree- 
ably to constitutipnal direction ; and^ having o&red 
lip prayer and thanksgiving to Almighty Grod, pro- 
nounces the apt)stolic benediction* 

See Form of Government, Chap, XXII. Sect. 6. 



. CHAPTER IV. . 

OF TIJE OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY. / . 
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Sect* 1. 



Of 



THB PeKMAKENT CleRK* 



^; Resolved^ That a permanent Recording 

1802 ^l^J'k^® choseii, whose duty it shall be^ 
' from year to year, to draught the minutes 
of the Assemhly during their sessions^ aitd after- 
wards to perform such services respecting trau- 
(Bcribing, printing, apddisttihuting the extracts, as 
shall be assigned to him fr^mtime to tiniej and that 
he be paid out of the fu^ds of the Assembly, three 
dollars per day, for the tiipe he shall be enaploycfd, 
as well during the sessions of the Assembly as af- 
ter their dissolution.— Vol* I. p. 3^4. ^ 
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■ . • • 

• 

^ . On Motion Resolved^ That liereafteF 

°"l8d6."*" the Permaneht Gleik shall receive S2i^ 
per day^ during the sessions of the As- 
sembly, and 81 50 per day, while necessarily at- 
tending upon the business of the Assembly after 
their adjournment.-— Tot II. p. 190. 

The Permanent Clerk shall furnish all the sta- 
Duties. tionary for the Use of the Assembly and the 
1307. several clerks: He shall make the original 
draughts of all the minutes, and ^ive certified 
copies, as occasion may require, of all such as may 
be proper to be transmitted to the Trustees of the 
General Assembly, or any of their officers. After 
the Assembly rises, from year to year, "he shall 
carefully revise the manuscript, render it correct, 
und legible, and deliver it over to the stated clerk. 
He shall i-eceiye u reasonable compensation for the 
stationary- sbpplied by him, and the pay (jper diem) 
tjied by the mst Assembly.-^Vol. II. p. 204. 
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ISect. 2. Of the I^tated Clehk. 

h.ities '^^^ Stoted Clerk skalHranscribe for the 
1807. P^^ss,- such parts as/ may be necessaiy, of 
' the minutes ordered to be published from 
year to year J he shall correct the press, andsuper^ 
intend the printing of all the minutes and ]$apers 
ivhich shall be ordered to be printed by the Gene- 
fal Asjsembiy. As soon as the^extracts are printed, 
from year to year, he^ shall i^end one copy by mail to * 
each Presbytery, and apportion and send the rest by 
privjate conveyance to the Presbyteries and other bo- 
dies, as shall be prescribed by the Assembly, only 
reserviiag a sufficient number of copies for bindii^; 
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ke shall have the charge of all the books and papers 
©f the General Assembly; shall cause their minutes 
to be fairly transcribed into the book or books pro- 
vided for the purpose, and give attested copies of all 
minutes, and other documents, when properly re- 
quired so to do. As a compensation for his servi- 
ces he shall receive forty dollar s per annum; be- 
sides the reasonable expenses of printing and pack- 
ing, and all sums paid by hiqpi for the postage of 
letters addressed to him as Stated Clerk.— 7 Vol. II. 
p. 204. 

Ordered, That the staied clerk extract from 
47Q1 the records of this house a fair copy of the 
rules,- for conducting the business thereof, 
and at every stated meeting have it exposed in a 
public part of the house that all the members may 
have acceiss to it for their information.^- Vol. L 
Page Si. > 

And whereas the Assembly have been informed 
Papers to ^^ ^^' Rodgers, ihat he hits ik his h^nds 
be safely other important records of the former judi- 
^Tftn9 catories of this church, the Assembly re^ 
quested Br. Rodgers to transmit them alsa 
to the Stated Clerk, to be kept by Biia among the 

. archives of the Assembly. It was further ordered, 
that the Stated Clerk ^o not deliver any records or 
papers in his possession to uny person, unless by 
order of the General Assembly, and then that h^ 

, alwlays take a receipt for thB same.-^Vol. J. p, 276* 

Thiir Assembly presuming fm ^e concurrjence of 

their successors, do resolve, lastly, that 

of Minnies, there shall be printed annually, or as 

1791. often as shall be thought expedient, a state- 

I ment of the receipts and expenditures aris- 
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CHAP, IV^T TUk OT]riCfJB»* 

ing from sftid collections^ in i;^hich shall be detailed 4 
all the churches settled and vacant, the sum (if any) 
received from each, for. what purpose received, anq 
how applied. And that eiach Preshytery shall be 
furnished with at least as many copies as there are 
churches subordinate thereto, to be transmitted to ; 
the churches for their information and satisfaction. 
— Vol. I. p. 39. 

On Motion Resdve^^ That the Stated Clerk pro- 

y^- ^ vide a copy of the ^printed extracts of the 

be made, late Synod^s and of the Assembly's votes 

1794. and proceedings, each year fipom the year 

1787, and that he preserve them for the 

use of the Assembly; that he regularly add to them 

such as may be printed in future ; that care be ta- .* 

ken to hayeJhem printed on paper of the same size >* 

with those already published ; and that he prepare 

an accurate index to these printed extracts, and t6 

the written records of the Assembly. — ^Vol. L p. 89. 

' Q» Motion Resolved^ That a catalogue be kepf, 

according to~ seniority in the ministry, of 

mi^^^. the names of all ministers belonging to the 

1792. Presbyterian Church in America, begin- 
ning May 1789, the period when the first ' 
Greneral Assembly met^ and that after the decease 
of any minister his name shall be marked with an 
asterism, and opposite to it,^ in a column for that 
purpose, the time of his death shall be set down; 
and in another the nain^ of thePresbytery to whicji 
h^ last belonged : and the names of new members 
shall be added, from year to year, when the Sy- 
nodical and Presbyterial reports shall be made. — 
Agreeably to the above resolution^ ordered, ' that 
erv^y Presbytery belonging to this body shall send 
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iip to ttf e next^Ocrieral A^semf>ly a Kst of, all their 
members^ with the dates of theh* ovdioation respec- 
ttvely.— Vol. I, p. 60. 

On Motion, Ordered, That in all cases where 
the General Assembly vhath ascert^^ined, or 

Accounts. V Ti A • ±1^ ± ' e ' ±z 

1800, *"^" ascertain, the rate of compensation 
for services or bnsiness done> or to be done^ 
by any perspn\employed by them^ the treasurer of 
the corporation shall be authorized to pay the same^ 
oti a fair account of \^uch service or business done 
being first presented to the stated clerk of the Ge- 
neral Assembly knd allowed by? him, and then 
exhibited to said treasurer for payment.-^YoL !• 
p. 234. 

. Resolved. That the Stated Clerk be authorized 
^ iftlQ *"^^ directed to liquidate all accounts for 
(Hrinting don^ by order of the Assembly ; and 
also for transmitting the printed extracts from the 
minutes of the Assembly to the places of their des- 
tination* — Vol. IV. 

It is the duty of the Stated Clerk to insert the 
abstract of the Presbyterial reports in the Compen- 
mous /View. .. - . 

See Vol. n. p- 220, 269, 276.— Vol, HL p. 
20, 120. 

* - ^ 

It is the duty of th^ Stated Clerk to publish an- 
• 1813 ^^«'Wy the names of the ministers/ appointed 
\ by the Assembly to certify the character, of 
travelling prcachers.-^Vol.^ in. p. 121, 

y Mesolvei, That in addition to the existing regu- 

1 lations on the subject, the nibme of the 

Sn^ Stated Clerk, and the jilace of his resi^ 

.1808* deiice, be printed on the^copy of the ex- 
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tractk ia belorwitrded by mail; and tbitt the jPreg* 
byteries hereafter, qr any member of Presbytery^ 
give notice to the Stated Clerk, of the conveyance 
by which. their other extracts are to be forwarded.-?n 
Vpl.. IL 1^- 252. ^ V 

Mesolvedy That the Board of Misi^ions be autho- 
rized always to insert their ^Missionjary appoint* 
ments in the appendix to the printed extracts.r— 

Vbl-in. p- 321- . ; 

' ' • ' ■ ^ - '. ■ ■ 

The Stated Clerk was anthbrizied to eijgage a 

1817 P^^*^^^ *^ print the extracts, Which are to be 
made from th^ minutes for printing; and also 
to appoint an agent to forward the extracts to the 
several Presbyteries*' — ^ Vol, HI. p. 330. 

' , • . • - 

Beet. %. Of the Temporary Clerk. 

Meaolvedj Tliat a Temporary Clerk be chosen 
Buties^y each Assembly as heretofore, to read * 
1802* the mijiutea jirid communications to the As- y 
* ^emhjy, and ptherwise aid the permanent "^ 
i^lerk as, occasion may require ; and .that be be paid 
one dollar per day for his services. — VoL I, p. 274. 

Jie^oZ^e^Zv That hereafter the Teioaporary Clerk 
4 onft shall receive no pecuniary compensation for 
^^^^' his services.— Vol. H. p. 191. - 

Sedb. 4. Of the Treasurer of the Trus- 
tees op THE (tENERAL AsSEMiiLY. /^ 

On Motion y Qrdered^Th&t in all cases where 

the General Assembly hath ascertained, or 

1600. sh^l^ ^sc^riain the rate of compensation for 

services oi* business done, or to be done, by 
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^ny pe]*sdit <eiiipl0yied by them^ iliB Treastirer Qf 
the eorparaikm shall be .authorized to pay the same^ 
on a fair account of such service or business done 
%eing first presented to the stated clerk of the Ge* 
ueral Assembly and allowed by him^ and then ex- 
hibited ^to the said treasufer for payment: and it 
was also recommended' to the treasurer of the coT'- 
|)(A*ationy as soon as may be after the rising of the 
Assembly^ to review their minutes, aud to take 
therefrom an account of all the appropriations of 
money that they .may have made*— ^Vol. I. page 
285. ^ 

Ah exact state of the accounts of the trustees, is 
«. tM...* ^to be exhibited bv their treasurer to the 

Exhibition of ^ i 4 i_i 

bis Accoums, <?enei:al Assembly, once m every year, 
1801. Whereugon it is recommended; Thai 
this state of the accounts, be laid before 
the General Assembly, as early in their sesMonis as 
possible, in order that the General Assembly may 
know what appropriations it may be in their power 
to make, or what ins£ructk>ns tp give to their trus- 
tees, respecting the monies in hand. VoK !• 

p:270. . " ^ 

Me$olveif Thisit it is hereby: enjoined on all jper- 
1809 sons, Eolding money belonging to, or cot- 
' lected for, the Assemibly,>to pay^the same 
only to the Treasurer of the Trustees j audit is a:lso 
enjoined oa all persons to whom money may be 
due from the Assen^bly, if they do not personally 
apply for it, to give ti^eir written orders authxt- 
rizing some one 4o receive the money for them.— - 
Vol. 11. p. 289. 



« 



PART II. 



^w ^mm s^^iD^DSo 



CHAPTER I. 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SYNODS. 



» 



Sect. 1. Extracts from the Records of the late 
Sgnod^^^ew York and Philadelphia. 

torn o™.„H..b.S-WfUrtbe,U, report,*.. 

1786 ^^X ^^^^^^^ ^* ^11 ^^ TXiosi conducive to 
the interest of religion, that this Synod be 
divided into four Synods ; and therefore submit to 
the Synod the following plan for dividing the Sy* 
nod of Kew York arid Philadelphia, into four dij»- 
tinct Synods, subwdinate to a General Assembly 
to be constituted out of the whole. 

. 1st. That One of the said Synods shall consist 
of the Presbyteries of Puchess County, SuflTolk, , 
New York, and New Brunswick; to be known by 
the name of the Synod of New York and New 
Jerset* 
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2tid. That another Sjiio^ shall censi«tof the 
Presbyteries of Philadelphia^ Lewi^ Towti, New 
Castle^ Baltimore^ and Carlisle; to be known by the 
name of the Synod of PhiltAdelphia. 

3d. That another Synod shall t^onsist of the 
Presbyteries of Redstone, Hanover^ I^exington, and 
Transylvania ; to be known by the name of the 
Sf NOD OF Virginia, 

4th. That another Synod shall consist of the 
Presbyteries of Abingdon, Orange, and South Car- 
olina; to be known by the name of the Synod of 

THE CaROLINAS. 

5th. That out of the body of these Synods, 
A GENERAL Assembly shall be constituted in the 
following manner ;riz. That every Presbytery shall, 
at their last stated meeting preceding the meeting 
of the General Assembly, depute to the General 
Assembly, Commissioners, in Ihe following propor- 
tion : — ^Each Presbytery consisting of not more than 
six Ministers, shall send one Minister and one El- 
der; each Presbytery, consisting of mcKre than six 
Ministers, and not more * than twelve, shall send* 
two Ministers and two £lders; and so in the same 
proportion for every six Ministers : and these Com- 
missioners, or ia,ny fourteen of them, whereof seven 
to be Ministers, being met on the: day and at the 
place appointed, shall be competent to ejnter upon 
business. And the Judicatory thus constituted 
shall bear the Bt^le and title of the Gen£B4l As- 
sembly OF the Presbyterian Ciiurch in the 
United States of AMERicA.~Pa^ 407. 

Resolved unanimfmstyf That the Synod be di- 
17^ vided ; and it is hereby divided into four 
* Synods, agreeably to an act made and pro- 
vided for that puipose in the {sessions of Synod, in 
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the year oae'tboui^aiid seven hundred and eighty 
six : and thi^ division shall take place oh the disso- 
hitidir of the present 'Synod. — p. 452. 

, ■ , '■ % ' ' . ■ • ' ■ ' ■ ' - 

Sect 2. Ewtractfmm the AsserMy^s Mecords. 

On Mcaion M^Bohedj Thatlfce river Potomac be 
1702 *b^^^^^l^*'y line betw^een the Synods of 
Philadelphia and Virginia, except the con- 
gregation of Alexandria, which shall belong to 
the Synod of Philadelpitia. ' 

Sect. 3. The Synod of Virginia dipidedin 1802. 

Bssolved^ That the members of the Synod of 
Virgini«t> agreeably to their request, be divided into 
tliree Synods, as follows ; i?i«. 

1. That the Presbyteries of Hanover, Lexington, 
and Winchester, constitute a Synod ; to be known 
by the name of the Synod of Virginia : That 
they hold their first meeting at the Presbyterian 

Xhurch in Lexington in Virginia, on the last Wed- 
nesday in Sei^teinber next, and be opened with a 
Sermon by the Rev. Dr. James Waddel, or, in case 
of his absence, by the next senior Minister present; 
iand that tliey afterwards meet upon their own ad- 
journments. ' . ; 

2. Thg-t the Presbyteries of Redstone, Ohio, and 
Erie, be constituted a Synod ; to be known by the 
name^ of the Synod of Pittsburgh: That they 
hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian Church 
at Pittsburg, on the last Wednesday in Septem- 
ber next, and be opened with a Sermon by the Rev. 
James Power, or, in case of his absence, by the next 
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ieiol^ Ifiniii^r present ;^ a^d tlmttbey afterwaMs 
meet ou their own adjourninentts. 

3. That the Presbyteries of TrahsylTaAia^ West 
X^exihgton^ and Washington, he constituted a Sy- 
nod j to be known by the name of ^ the Synob of 
Kektucky : That their first meeting be held in the 
Xhresbyt(»*iaB Chnrch in the town of Lexingtm^ m 
Kentucky, on ik^ second Thursday in October 
next, and be 4^ned with a Sermon by the Rev. 
Jatnc^ Welch, or, m. case of his absence, by the 
next senior Minister who iiiay be present; and 
tliat they afterwards meet on their own adjourn- 
ments. 

Mesotve^f That the Presbstery of Abingdon be^ 
and it hereby is, t«ken from under the care of the 
Synod of the Carolinas ; and placed under the care, 
and formed into a constituent part of, 4he Synod of 
]&.— 1803, 




Sect. 4. The Synod ^%31ha/m/ eonstihiied in 
1803. 

Jtesohei^ That the Presbyteries of Albany,^ 
Oneidia and Columbia, ]^e, and they hereby are, 
constituted and formed into a Synod ; to be known 
by the name of the Synod of Albany : that they 
hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian Church 
of Albany, on the first Wednesday of X)ctober 
next, at 2 o'clock, P. M. and be opened with a 
Sermon by the Rev. Jedediah Chapman, or, in case 
of his absence, by the next senior Minister who 
may be present ; and that they afterwards njeet (m 
their own adjournments. 
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Sect 5. The Syriod of Albany iMAed ift 18121 

The following application from the Synod of Al- 
bany^ was overtured hy the Committee of Overt- 
tures^ that ^ said Synod be divided in tlje manner 
following ; vi%t* 

That the Presbyteries of Londonderry, Colum- 
bia^ Albany and Oneida;^ form the Eastern Division^ 
and be constituted a Synod ; to b,e called and known 
by the name of the Synojp of Albany ; and that 
they hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian 
Church in the City of Albany,, on. tlie first Wed- 
nesday in October next, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and 
that the meeting be opened with a Sermon, by the • , 
Rev. Samuel Blacthford, U. D. and, in case of his 
absence, then by the oldest Minister present.. 

That the Presbyteries of Onondaga, Cayuga, and 
Geneva, form the Western Division, and he con- 
stituted a Synod ; to be called, and known by the ' ! 
name of the Synod of Geneva ; and that they 
hold their first meeting, in the First^Presbyterian 
Church in Geneva, on the first Wednesday in Oc- 
tober next, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and[ that the meet- 
ing he opened with a Sermon by the Rev. David 
Hi^ns, and, in case of his absence, then by the ^ 
oldest minister present. r 

Resolvedy That the Synod of Albany be divided f 
AS above 5 and it hereby is accordingly divided. 



Sect 6. The Synod of the Carolinas divided 
in 1813. ^ 

An application from the Synod of the Carolinas, 
for the division of their Synod, was overtured and 
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nad. Whefeupon it was reslilted^ that the said 
Synod be divided as follows : 

That the Presbyteries of Orange,. Concord^ and 
Fayetteville be constituted a Synod; to be kndwti 
by the name t)f the Synod of North Carolina ; 
to meet at Allemance Chi^rch, on the first Thurs- 
day of October next :-^That the, Rev. Dr. James 
Hall, or, in case of bis-abseijkje, then the senior mem- 
ber present, open the Syndd with a Sermon, and 
preside until a Moderator be chosen ; and that the 
Synod me^t afterwards on their own adjouraments. 
^ That the Pre^yteries of South Carolina, Hope- 
well and Harmony be cdnstituted a Synod; to be 
known by the name of the Synod of South Car- 
olina AND Georgia; to Meet on the. first Thurs- 
day in November next, at TJpper Long Cane 
Church, and afterwards on llretr own adjourn- 
*ments ; — ^that the Rev. Dr. Henry KoUock, or, in 
case of his absetfce, then the senior Minister pre- 
sent, preach the opening Sermon, and preside until 
a, Moderator be elected. 



Sect. 7. The Spiod ^f ICentiwky dimded in 
V '1814 

The Committee to which were referred the petition 
©fthePresbytery of Lancaster for the division of the 
Synod of Kentucky, and a resolution of the Syndd 
on the same subject, reported in favw of the peti- 
tion : and it Was resolved by the Assembly that the 
Presbytery of Lancaster be separated from the Sy- 
nod of Pittsburgh, and the Presbyteries jof Wash- 
ington and Miami be separated from the Synod of 
Kentucky, and be firected into^ a Bew Sy^od;, to he 
known and called by the name of the Synod op 
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Ofiio J to Hieet at CMlicotie> oft tb^ last T*hnrsday of ^ 
October next ; that the Rev^Hobert G. Wilson, or, in 
case of his absence thersenior Minisrter present, open 
the Synod With a Seiinon, and preside until a new 
Moderator be chosen. 



Sect. 8. The JJnehettteen the Spuds of Ohio 
anA MentucJcv Izkered in 1815. - 



A petition of the Synod of Ohio, praying an alte- 
ration of the line dividing that Synod from the Sy- 
nod of Kentucky, so that th^ Ohio river shall be the ' 
line dividing the two aforesaid Synods, was over- 
tured. The prayer of the petition was granted ; it 
being understood, that the connexion now subsisting 
between the congregation of Cabin Creek and the 
Rev. William Williamson, shall not be thereby 
eflfected, agreeably to the petition of the !Elders of 
said coQ^egaiion, which has been forwarded to thcj 
Assembly and read. 



Seetn 9, JFheJ^ne between the ante Synods 
ugain divided in iBn . 

The committee to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the Presbytery of Xiouisyille for an altera- 
tion in the division line between the Synod of Ohio 
a»d thfi Synod of JS^entucky, reported ; and their 
' report bemg reaVl, was ad^opted, and id as follows; 

VIZ* ■ V . 

Besctvedy That the request be granted ; and that^ 
agreeably to the petition, so much of the Synod of 
Ohio,:w^iti the isrtate i^^ as Hes West of a 
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line tlrawn due north from the mouth of Kentucky 
rjver be attached to the Synod of Kentucky. 



- < 



Sect. 10. The Synod of Kentiiclcy divided in 
1817.* 

The committee to whom was refen*ed the peti- 
tion of the Synod of Kentucky^ praying for, a divi- 
sion of said Synod, reported; and their report being 
read, waj^ adopted, and is as follows; viz. 

That, agreeably to the request of the Synod of 
Kentucky, the Presbyteries of Union, Shiloh, West 
Tennessee, and Mississitopi, be constituted a, Sjy- 
nod ; to be known and called by the Dame of the 
Synod of Tennessee. That they hold their first 
session at Nashville, on the first Wednesday of Oc- 
tober next ; and that the iBlev. Jame^ W. Stephen- 
son, or, in case of his absence, the senior Minister 
who may be present, open the Synod with a Ser- 
mon, and preside till a new Moderator be chosefl. 

Sect 11. Presbyteries to be divided by Sjfnod^. 

The committee of overtures' laid before the As- 
sembly an application from the Presbytery of Hun- 
tingdon, for a division of their Presbytery. 
' Resolved f That the Presbytery make their appli- 
cation to the Synod to which they belong, being the 
most propier judicatui'e to decide in the case. — 1808. 

Sect. 12. ^in Elder from a Vacant Congrega- 
t ion has a right to sit in Synod. 

The committee also overjxired this question. Has 
an elder, whom the ilii^ciptine of our church autho-^ 
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rifles to sit as a member in Piresbytery, from avu- 
caiit congregation or united congregations^ a right^ 
by that discq>litie^ to sit in Synod^ as.a representa- 
tive of such congregation^ or congregations ? 

The vote bein^ taken^ the question was determin- 
ed in the affirmative. — 1808. 



Sect. 13. The Powers of a {hnmiisaion of Sy- 
nod. * 

A Member of the committee appointed to pre- 

iT74 P*^® *^ overture respecting a commission of 

Synod, brou^t in a draught, which bein^ 

read, and amended, was put to vote and carried 

by a large majority, and is^ as follows: 

Whereas, there have arisen doubts in the minds 
of some members rejecting the utility and powers 
of what is called by us The Commission, the Sy- 
nod proceeded to take this matter into consideration ; 
and after due deliberation, in order to remove. any 
scruples upon this head, and prevent all future diffi- 
culties in this matter, do determine that the commis- 
sion shall continue, and meet whensoever called by 
tile Moderator at the request of the first nine in the 
ndl of the co^missitm, or a major part of the first 
nine ministers ; and when met that it shall be invest- 
ted with all the powers of Synod, sit by their own 
adjournments from time to time : and let it also be 
duly attended to that there can lie no appeal from 
the judgment of the commission, as there can be^ 
none from the judgment of the Synod ; but there 
may be a review of their proceedings and judg- 
ments by the Synod ; and whensoever this is done 
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those wInt were meiobecs of the commission shall 
be present and assist in forming all such judg-» 
uiients^ as the Synod may think proper to make 
upon any such Review^ — ^By the Synod of I^ew 
York and Philadelphia^ p. jl74. 
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CHAPTER n. 



OF THE DUTIES t>F SYNODS. 
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Sect. 1* Synod Book^. 

vIN Motion^ Ordered^ That the minutes of the re- 
speictive Synods be laid, yearly, before the Gene- 
ral Assembly, to be by them revised. Vol. L p. 
4.— 1789. 

It is recommended to the Synods of Virginia, 
and the Garolinas to send attested copies of their 
minutes, by their delegates to the General Assem- 
bly, yearly, whenever they . find it inconvenient 
to send their books. Vol. I. p. 15^—1790. 



Sect. 2. Case of Order. 

On reading the minutes of Baturday respecting 
the report of the committee- for examining the mini^ 
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iites of the Synod of Philadelphia^ the AJssemMy 
resolmdy That the Synod be informed^ that the 
Assembly disapprove of the proceedings as repre- 
sented in their records, in recommending a c^^ndi- 
date to be received as in full standing, before they 
had given a decision npoii the allegations a^inst 
him. Vol. I. p. 86^—1791, 



\ 



Sect. 3. Uveonstitutibndl Act of the Syrwd cf 
JSTew York and \N*ew Jersey. 

A remonstrance was presented by the Synod of 
New York and New Jersey against a decision of 
the Assembly of last year, by which they deter- 
mine that " it is unconstitutional for the Synod of 
New York and New Jersey to enact, that in future 
candidates who have the gospel ministry in view, 
shall be required to attend to the study of divinity 
at least three years before licensure:'^— -Where- 
upon, it was resolved. That this Assembly reconsi- 
der the above decision; which was agreed to. And, 
whereas, it appeared that there was no appointment 
made by the Synqd of New York and New Jersey, ' 
of any particular persons to advocate their cause, 
the Assembly, desirous to receive all the light they 
can on the subject, resolved. That every member of, 
that Synod who tnay be present shall have liberty 
to offer what he ipay think necessary for or against 
the remonstrance : At the same time it was resolved^ 
That this act of the Assembly ought not » to be used ^ 
as a precedent. — The' members of the Synod who 
were present having been fully heard, the Assem- 
bly adjourned. 
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The ib»»l!!iribly reimmed tiie o^a^^rat^ ef ilus 
remonstrance from the Synod of New Y^rk and 
New Jersey; When, a motion was made and se- 
conded^ as follows ; viz. Mestdved^ as the sense of 
this house^ that the decision of th^ last General As- 
sembly^ which is the subject of complaint onght not 
to be altered. On the question to agree to fhtt 
above motion^ it was unaoimously determined in the 
affirmative. Vol. I. p. 79.— 1793. 



Sect* 4* Ordination sine titulo. 

The following request was overtured by the 
Committee of Bills and Overtures. 

That the Synods of Virginia and the Garolinas 
have liberty to direct their Presbyteries to ordain 
such candidates, as they may judge necessary to ap- 
point 6n Missions to preach the Gospel j Where- 
upon, 

Mesolvedf That the above request be granted— 
The Synods being careful to restrict th^ permis- 
sion to the ordination of such candinates only as are 
engaged to be sent on Missions. 1795. — ^Vol. I. 
p. 108. 



iSfec*. 5. TTie duty of u Synod in receiving a 
Presbytery under their care, not formerly in our 
connexion f prescribed by the •Slssembly in 1800. 

I^e committee to whom was referred by the Ge- 
neif^al Assembly, the consideration of an application 
from Charleston Presbytery in South Carolina, to 
be taken into connexion with the Assembly^ made 
their report; which bei^corrected, was adopted, an^ 
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\ is as foiliws : ^i^.-^Aftep examin&ig tlie papers and 
ptopdsitiohs brought forward, by the Charleston 
Presbytery, the committee think if expedient, that 
the Greneral Assembly refer this businea^ to the 
consideration of the Synod of the Carolina^, with 
whom this Presbytigry ipjust be cQnnected^if thejr 
become a cpnstituetit part of bur body; That the 
said Synod be informed that the Presbytery ought, 
in the event of a connes:ion with ii$, to be allowed, 
to enjoy and manage, without hindrance or cpntroul, 
all fun Js and mQnies that; are now in their pdssps-: 
sion, and thai the congregations under the care ' of 
the Presbytery be permxited^ use the system 

of psalmody \yhich they have already adopted; That, 
on the other hand, the Sj^nod inust be careful to as- 
certain, that all the ministers a^d congi^egations be- 
longing to the Presbytery do fiilly adopt, not only 
?«» the doctrine, but the form of jGrqvernment arid dis- 
cipline of our Church. 1800i.-r-Vol. I, p. 216. « 

' , '" * — . . . - 

i Sect. 6. ^Adoption .(^ the Stdndardg ^ of ow^ 
CkuPch^ fiiid Porm of Government and IKscipline^ 
required % ihehte SmbdofJSTew York mid Phila^ 

I' delphiaf from a Pr eatery. 

I A request brought in from a Presbytery in New 

; York Govertiment to the eisist of North Kiver, de- 
p siring to be incorporated iwdth this Synod, and that 
some members of the Presbyteries of New York> 
and Suflblk, which are contiguous, may be allowed 
to bie joined with them inaPresbyterial capacity. 
After several members of thiis body had given full 
satisfaction, concermng their characters, their good 
standing in the ciiurc^h, and that it was not frdm any 
4^satisf|ctitti to the neighbouring churches that ^ 
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they d^sii^d to be udLted -i^ti Wf It wit&>a^re^ 
to grant their request, provided^ /that they agree to 
adopp^. our Westminster Confession of Faith and 
CatechmnSf and engage to observe the I)ire(iiory as 
4 Plmof WoT^ Discipline^ and Government, 
' accordiiig, to the ^reement of this Sytiod. It is 
allowed that Mr, Johu Smithy a^d Mr. Charncy 
Grahaln |9in with them; and from Suffolk Presby- 
tery Messrs. Sami^l Jacket^ and Elipha^ Ball^ 
and tiiat Hiey be called by the name of !Uutches9 
CJounty Presbytery> and that Mr. David 3ostick, 
send them a c&p^ of this minute to let them ,know 
pur determiBaj^pn/ 17jB3,-^Page 69. 
' The Presbytery of Dutchess County being pre- 
sent, reported, Th$t they have^ complied with the 
stipulations pf the Synod in the year 1763, and 
have adopted the Westminster Coh&ssion of Faith 
and Catechisms^ together ^th the Directory for 
Worship $.nd Discipline, according to the usage of 
this BynodL, as appeari^ from their 4mttntes,^which 
were produced Arid read. Certain members of said 
Presbytery being present, wei^e allowed to tak^ 
their seats. 1766.— Page 100. 



Sect. 7. Mesolveif "THiat it be again solemnly 
enjoined on all Presbyteries and Synods, within 
the bounds of the General Assembly, on no ac^couut, 
to interfere with the instructions given by the Com- 
mittee of misi^ons to Missionaries. YoL H. p. 295. 
—1809. : 

Sect* 8. Tract Societies re^commmded in 1809.^ 

The committee apjp^inted to r^ort on the esta* 
ftlislanent of a m)cie1^ fw ptocurii^ wd distributing^ 
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reli^ous tracts^ reported the following resoIutloSi^ 
^Mch was adopted. < 

Mesolvedj That^ whereas it appeal^ id this As* 
dembly, that great and iticreasing^ good hath ac* 
crued to the Church of Christy by the distribufioii 
of small^ cheap, religious tracts ; it is hereby ear« 
nestly recommended^ that each Synod take niea- 
sures for establishing as inany religions tract socie- 
ties within their bounds, by the associating of one 
or more iPresbyteries, as may be most cohvenient 
for this purpose; and that such societiei^ may ado^t 
such plan, for carrying into effSect the object of ikin 
resolution, as' may be most conducive, in their judg- 
ment, to thijs end. 
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For the rules relative ta the reports to be made 
to^the General Assembly, see Pdrt III. Chap. HI. 
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<S»cct 1. Extvmtn from the Records of the S^- 
nod of J^Tew Tork and Philadelphia, for the year 
1786. 

X HE committee appointed to prepare and report 
a draught of a plan for the division of the Hynod 
into three or more Bynods^ brought in their repoirt^ 
which is as follows : viz. 

Your committee heg leave to report that they 
conceive it proper, previously to the division of the 
Synody to divide some of the Presbyteries^jrwhicb 
*are now too e^%nsive in their limits { wd to ne w-^ 



CHAPTER I. 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PRESBYTE- 
RIES. 
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^odel some others, so a$^ to render them ipio^e con- 
venient than they-are at present : And therefore re- 
commend to the Synod^ td institute the following' 
arrangement: vtiss. 

. tst. That Abingdon Presbytery Bb divided iri^ 
two Presbyteries. The one to be bounded by 
New River on the north and east; by the ApAla^ 
chian mountains on the south ; and by Cumberland 
Mountain on the west^ consisting of the Rev. 
Charles Gummins,; He^ekiah Bakh, John Cas- 
Bon, Samuel iJloak, and Samuel Houston ; to be 
known by the name of the Phesbytebv of Abing- 
b0N> and to hold th^r first meeting agrfeeably to 
adjournment of the late Presbytery of Abingdon* 
The other to coinprehehd the district of Kentucky^ 
and the settlements on Cuniberiand River; con- 
sisting of the Rev. David Rice, Thomas Craig- 
head, Adanx Rankin, Andrew M'Clure> and James 
Crawford; and to be known by the name of the 
Presbytery OF Transyi^vai^ia, and to njeet for 
the firi^t lime at Danville^ in the district cf Ken- 
tucky, on the third Tuesday of next October; the 
Rev.- David Aice to preside ; aild^ in ease (rf his 
absence, the senior minister present. " ' * 

2d. That the presbytery. ijfHanow^ 
into two Presbyterie*. The one td be bounded by 
the Apalachian Mountains on the north-west, by 
ttic Presbytery of thran^ on the south, by the 
Presbytery of Dennegal on the north and east, 
^d by the Chesapeake and^ Ailanfic on the south- 
^n$t; consisting of the Rev. Richard Banky, John 
Todd, James Waddel, Wm. Irvine, John Blair 
j^mith/ Jamed Mitchell^ John D. Blair, and Daniel 
M^Culla; to be known by the name of Hanoveb 
Peesbytehtj and to held their first meeting at 
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Hampdon Sidney^ in Frmce*Edwatd^s<3ounty^ o& 
jtbe third Thursday of , September' next ; the Rev* 
Richard Sanky to preside^ or^ in his absence^ the 
semor Minister present.. The othc^ to be bounded 
byjthe Presbytery of Red-stone and Carlisle on the 
iKirth) by the south-eastern ridge of the Apalachiaa 
inountaias on the east and south ; and by New-river 
pn the west J consisting of the Rev. John Brow n^ 
Wm. Grraham^ Archibald Scott, James M^Connel, 
£dward Crawford, JSenjamin Erwin, John Mont^ 
gqmery,-^Wni. Wilson, Moses Hoge> John M^Cue^ 
Samuel Carrick, and Samuel Shannon; to be known 
by the name of the Pbesbytery of Lexington; 
and to meet for the first time at Timber, Ridge in 
Hockbridge county, on the last. Tuesday of Sep- 
tember next> the Rev. John Brown to preside, or 
m his absence, the senior Minister present. 

3. That the Presbytery of Bonnegal be divided 
into two Presbyteries ; one. of which to consist of 
the Rev. John Plemons, James Hunt, Stephen 
Balch, and Isaac Keith, with the Rev. Dr. Patrick 
Allison front the late second Presbytery of PhilaT 
delphia, and the Rev. George Luckey from the 
presbytery of New Castle; to be known by th«^ 
iiame of the Peesbytery of Baltimore; and to 
meet for the fi^rst time in Baltimore Town, on the 
last Tuesday of October next ; the Rev. Dr. Ali- 
son to preside, or, in hi^ absence^ the senior Mini^'- 
ter present. ^The other-to consist of the Rev, Sam- 
uel Thompson, John ittoge, Hugh Magill, Robert 
Cpwper, James Martin, James Lang, John Craig- 
head, John Kin^ Hurfi Vance, Thomas M-Far- 
ren, John M^Knight, Dr. Robert Davidson, John 
Black, Samuel Dougall) John Lynn> David Beard, 
Samuel Waugh, Joseph Henderson, Matthew Ste-. 
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veil, ajid Jamea Jc4i«sto%*Mdth the Bev. John 301- * , 
der, and Robert M^Muijdic, from the late secoad 
Presbytery pC Philadelphia; to be iaiowa by the r . 
name of the PRESBYtERv of CXRttsi.E j and t^ * * 
hold their first meeting agreeably to the adjoum- 
metit of the -late Presbftery of I^onnegal* 

4th. That the : Rev, Oolin M^Farquher, late of 
tbe Presbytery of Donnegal, be 2aanes:ed to the 
Presbytery of New Castle*^ s 

5th. That th^ distinction of the first Pr^by tery 
and second Presbytery of Philadelphia, shall . 
henceforth cease ; and Ihat the members of these 
two Presbyteries, ex:eept those that "are aimexed to 
the Presbyteries of Baltimore and Carlisle ; be 
united into^ one Presbytery j to be known by the 
nameu^f the Presbytery of PjaiLADEtpHiA: to 
hold their meeting on the third Tuesday of Octo- 
ber next, in the City of Philadelphia ; and the Rev. 
Dr. Sproat to preside, » in his fibsence the senidr 
Minister present. Page 405- — 407. / 
: The Synod proceeded to consider the I'eport of 
the committee pn a plan for dividing this Synod x 
iato three or jnore Synods \- and adopted it as far 
as respects the arranging of the Presbyteries* And ^ 
the Synods hereby establish the arrangement there- -^ 
in contained* Page 41^- 

■' ^ -.■■-..-■• ^ . - ^. ^ ■ -? ^ " r .--.^^^ ,. 

Sect. % TKe Presfhytery qf Carlisle divided in 
1794, by the G^eral Assemhly. 

' ■ ' »^ * ' ' ' , _ * * '" .— 

An overture yras laid before the Assembly, 
through the Synod of Philadelphia, requesting a 
division of the Presbytery of Carlisle ; wherfeupon, 
resolved, thai the Presbytery be divided into two 
Presbyteries, .by a \m,%> alQBg the Jum^ river, 
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from its mouth ifp to 4l]e Tuscarora mountain/ ta 
the head of the Path Valley, thence westwardly, 
to the eastern boundary of the. Presbytery of Red- 
stone, so as to leave the congregation of Bedford'^to 
the south ;H;hat the Ministers settled south of said 
"^ne, viz. Mr. Snodgrass, Sir. Waugh, Mr. Linn^ 
©r. Nesbit, Dr. Davidson^ Mr. Wilson, Dr. Cooper^ 
Mr. Craighead, Dr. ]^ing, Mr. Lang, Mr. M^Pher- 
rin> Mr. Paxton, Mr. Blade, Mr. Henderson, Mn 
M^Mordy,. and Mr. Jones ; together with all those 
who have been oi;ilained, or shall be ordained, or 
admitted within the limite now prescribed for the 
. Pjfesbytery of Carlisle, since the last annual repiort 
from that Presbytery until the time when the said 
Presbytery shall be dissolved; shall be known by 
the name of the Prijsbyteby of, Carlisle ; td 
hold their first meeting at Qarlisl^, on the second 
Tuesday of April. I)r. -Cooper was. appointed to 
preach a ^ermu(^n pn that <)ccasion, and to preside 
untiia new Moderator shall be chosen; and^ in case 
of his^ absence, the next senior Minister present, to 
supply his place. And also, that the Ministers 
settled north of the aforesaid l^ne, viz. Mr. Bard^ 
Mr. Jcrfin Johnson, Mr. Stephen,. Mr* James John- 
son, Mr. M^Gill, Mr. Martin, Mn Bryson, Mr, 
Morrison, and Mr..Hoge, together with all those 
who have been ordained, orishall be ordained, ,or 
received by the Presbytery of Carlisle, within the 
limits prescribed for the Presbytery of Huntingdon, 
until the time whenihe present Presbytery of Car- 
lisle shall be dissolved ; shall lie known by the 
name of the P&esby,teey of Huntingdon ; to meet; 
im the first time in Mr. Martin's Church, in Penn^s 
Valley, on the second Tuesday of April. Mr. Hoge 
wa« app^nted to preach a eermoa on that occasion, . 
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' aiid to preside until a n^w Mpdetstor shall be * 
chosen ; and^ in case of his^ absence^ the senior Min- 
istep present, to supply his place. * 

, ' s _ 

Sect. 3. The Presbytery of Mbany divided t» 

1802. • : , 

The committee to whom was referred the petl-. 
tion of the Presbytery of Albany, reported— The 
report being considered, was adopted, which is ad 
follows: ' 

Your committee are of opinion, that the division 
of the Presbytery ought to take place; — but that 
said Presbyteries ought not to be constituted a Sy- 
nod, until the^ Syiiod of if ew York and New Jersey 
be consulted oh the subject; and therefore submit 
the following resolutions : 

1. That so much of the Presbytery of Albany as 
lies on the east side of Hudson's fi^iyer, including 

f the Hey. Messrs.. Harford, Bogne, Halsey, and 
I Coe, be constituted a Presbytery; by the name of 
I THE Presbytery OF GotmiBiAf That they hold 
[ their first meeting in the Presbyterian church in 
[ Tryon, the second Tuesday in September next ; 

and be opened with a sermon by the Rev. Mr. War- 
I ford, or, in case of his absence, by the next senim 
\ minister present ; atwj that they afterwards meei. 

on their own adioumments. 

2. That so much of the Presbytery of Albany a^ 
lies on the west side^ of the eastern line df the coun* 

-tiesvof Otsego and Herkemer, including the Rev, 
• Messrs. Fish, linsley, Dodd, Lewis, and Mn " 
Chapman, late erf the Presbytery of New York, and 
Mx% Snowden, late of the Presbytery of New"- 
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Brunswick, be canstituted a PresKytery, by the 

*<iiame of THB Presbytery of Oneida: Tliatthey 
lioid theb first mjBeting in ^e Presbyterian church 

, at Whitesborouglr, on the first Tuesday in Sep- 
tember' next ; and 'be opened \¥ith a sermon by the 

' Rev. Mr* Chapman; or, in case of his a|)sence, by - 
the next i^enior Minister present ; afterwards to 

.'meet on their oi^n adjournments. . 

3. That the remaining part of said Presbytery, 
lying between the Hudson^s river, and the eastern 
line of the counties of Otsego,, and Herkemer, in- 
cluding the Rev. Messrs. Miller, Hosaqk, Clark- 
iBon, Nott, Bradley, and Sweetroan, be constituted 
a Presbytery, by fiie name of the Presbytery of 
Albany : That they hold their first meeting in the 
Pregibyterian church at Albany, on the third Tues- 
day in September next ; and be opened with a ser- 

^nion by the Rev. Alexander Miller; or, in case of 
his absence, by the next senior Minister present ; 
afterwards to meet on th^r own adjournment. 

Sect. 4. , The Presbytery of Oneida iividedm 
*1805. .. ' - 

Resolved^ That so much of the existing Presby- 
tery of Oneida, as lies on the wei|t side of the wes- 
tern line of the counties of Chehango and Oneida^ 
including the Rev. Messrs. J edediah /Chapman^ 
John Lindsley, Samuel Leacock and Jabezi Chad-' 
wick> be constituted a Presbytery by the name of 
THE Presbyteby OF Gbneva: that they hold their 
first meeting in the Presbyterian church at Geneva, 
the third Tuesday of September next; and be open- 
ed with a Sermon by Mr, Chapman, or, in case of 
Ms absence, l^y the next senior Minister present ; 
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andj^aitb^ a^ft^rwards meet on their own ad- 
joummenis^ . 

Mesclvedy That so inuch of the existing Presby- 
tery of dueiday as lies between the eastern line of 
the counties of Otsego and Herkimer, and the wes- 
tern line qf the cottuties of Chenango and Oneida^ 
containing the Rev. Me^sr^ Peter Fish> Samuel 
F...Snowden, Isaap , Lewis^ Joshua Knight and 
Japies C3arnahan, be eonstituted a Presbytery by 
the name of tHE Presbytery op Oneida: that 
they hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian 
church at Utlca, on^ the first Tuesday of September 
next J and be opened wjth a sermon by the Rer, 
Petei: Fish^ 01^ in case oj his absence, by the mxi 
senior Minister present ; and that they afterwards 
meet qn thelrown adjournmeni;^. ; > - 



*..*.. 



Sect. 5: The Presbytery (^ Union attacked U 
the Syrlod, of ICentMckyi in ±810. 

The following lettej- from the iPresbytery of 
Union^ addressed tq the stated Clerk^ tobecpmmu- 
Mcat^d to the Assenibly, was read* / "" 

' ' ' ^ 7.- 

'^^ate i)f< Tmnesse^^ tmh April 181 
Rev. Fathers and Brethren, 

This Presbytery, having understood, from docr 
uments received, that they are not yet attached to 
any Synod, the last A^pejjpbly haying • befen at a 
loss to know whether they wished to be attached 
to the Synod of Virginia or of Kentucky, they now 
most respe^jtfully request the asseipbly to attach 
them to the Synod of Kentucky. This request, 
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B*v. Sirs, I lay before you by ofder of the Pres- 

ROBERT HENDERSON, Stated clerk," 

. Resolved^ That the request of the aforesaid 
Presbytery be granted^ and it is hereby granted ; 
and the Presbytery of Union is by the Assembly 
attached to the Synod of Kentucky. 



■\: 



S0ct. 6- Presiyteries not to interfere with each 
, Other. 1798. . ^ 

Xi shall be deemed irregular for any Presbytery 
to appoint supplies within the bounds of another^ 
.without their concurrence^ or for any minister to 
officiate in Another's congregation, without asking 
and obtaining his ^consent, or the session's, in case 
• the minister be absent ; yet it shall be esteemed 
^ uiibrotherly for any one, in ordinary circumstances, 
to refuse his conseiit to a fesrular member, when re- 
quired. s ; ^ 



n 



Sect. T» Ministers without ^mrges^ members 
qf Chutrch Judic/oitires. 1816. - • . 

The Committee to which was referred the Over-^ 
ture from the Presbytery of Baltimore, in the fol- 
lowing words : vii!^. ^^Are ministers without char- 
ges, constituent members of our church judicatures, 
and have they an equal voice with settled pastors, 
and ruling elders of congregations in ecclesiastical 
government ?'' reported; and their report, being 
read and amended, was adopted, and is as fol- 
lows : viz. r 

In the judgment of this AsgQigbly, this question is 
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imiswered al|[rttiiiMv<^y> Chap. XX* S^ect. % ef tlie 
fonn of government <rf the Presbyterian Church m 
Aese words : ^^ A Presjbytery consists of all the min- 
ii^ters; and one ralhig elder from each congr^tbn^ 
within a certain dirtrlct.'^ 1816. 



CHAPTER n. 

\ 'V, V . 

OF THE DUTIES OF THE TRESBYTERffiS. 



^eet. 1. Jt Mide regulating ihe intercourse of 
JPresb^eries'fmtheiwh other. 

A CASE was referred to the General Assembly 
for counsel, from the Presbytery of New Castle, 
which is as follows : 'inz. '^ At a meeting of the 
Presbytery- of New Castle, iii Wilmingtop, upon 
the tot Tuesday 6f January, 1791, andcgntinued 
by adjournments; — ^The Rev. James M^Ooy, of 
Morris County Presbytery, with a commission from 
^ueen Ann's congregadcm, applied to be received 
as a member 6f the Presbytery. As Mr. M^Coy 
had been under trials for licensure, in the Presby- 
tery of New York, and was licensed and ordained 
by the Presbytery of Morris, this Presbytery 
agreed not to receive him as a me^er, until his 
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case be hid before the General Asisembly^ at their 
next stated meeting.'^ The General Assembly^ 
upon considering this case, determined^ — That nei- 
ther (he Presbytery of New Castle, ncM* any other 
Presbytery, ou^ht to receive Mr. M^Coy into their 
connexion, unul he shall have produced a certifi- 
cate from the Presbytery of New York, of his hav- 
ing given them the satisfaction which his case re- 
quires. 1791. — Vol. I. p. 37. 
•. > - < 

^ Sect 2; JSow to dismiss a Minister. 

JResolvedy That, whereas it is a fundamental 
principle, of the government and discipline of the 
PAsbyterian Church, that ev^ry Minister of iJie 
' dmpel belonging to it^ be stabject^ at aU times to his 
brethren in the Lordj and accountable to them for 
the orthodoxy xf his principles^ and for his moral/- 
religiouSy and orderly deportment: iX is therefore 
ordered, iThat every Presbytery, under the care 
of thii. Assembly, whenever they dismiss a mem- 
ber, be careful particularly to specify, with what 
' Presbytery f ^Association^ Vlassisy or o^r MelAgbus 
body^ he is, to be, associated after his dismission; (to 
which some of the Presbyteries do not appear to 
h^ve been sufficiently attentive;) and that evi&ry 
member so dismissed, be, in all cases, considered as 
amenable to the Presbytery which has dismissed 
him J till he shall become connected with the eccle- 
fiiastcal body which he shall have been directed to 
join. — 1806. 

■ • 

Sect. 3. The time for studying Divinity. 
The Assembly called for the reports of the Pres- 
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byteries> relative to a point on which -^eir opinion 
y^SLS required^ by the last Assembly : viz, " Whe- 
ther it would be proper to extend the time neces- 
sary for young nien to apply to the study of divini- 
ty^ before they be taken on trials, to three years at - 
least :^' When it appeared that a considerable ma- 
jority of the^ Presbyteries had given it as their opin- 
ion, that the time of study oiight not to be e^ 
tended.— 1794. / ' 



Sect. 4. A Itule jrdatwe ta students confirmed 
in 1792. 



y 



But, inasmuch as acts which have been perform- 
ed in an informal mantier, must often when done be 
isuistainedj^ the Assembly do h^eby sustain the li- 
censure and ordination of Mr. Hindman ; while/ at 
the same; time, they enjoin it, in the most pointed 
manner, on the Synod of Philadelphia, to give par- 
ticular attention that no Presbytery under their care 
depart, in any respect, from that rule of the former 
Synod of New^ York and Philadelphia, which is 
.as follows : viz. 

*^ The Synod- judges that an^ student in divinity, 
1792 ^^^ professes a design to enter into the mi- 
* nistry> has a right, in our present situation, 
to study for his improvement, under the direction 
of any divine of reputation in the Synod, according 
to a former act ; but, tha$ when he proposes to en- 
t^ upon trials, with a view to the ministry, he 
shalVjcome under the care of that Presbytery to 
which he most naturally belongs : and he shall be 
deemed most naturally to belong to that Presbyte- 
ry, in whose bounds he has been brought up and 
Mved Sot the most part, and wher^ he is best known. 
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&ii, tf aacither Presbytery desire ttat iiny student 
(W^ students' should come itiio tbeir bouiids; w tf 
. ftBy such studentor students for greatercoliveiiieMyy 
or from any circumstances that make it necessary, 
desire to enter upon trials^ in a different Presbyte* 
ry, upon his offering satisfactory reasons^ he may 
be dismissed : But in either case^ the Presbytery 
jbo which he removes^ shall not receive nor admit 
him to come under ^ials^ upon his having a certifi- 
cate as a regular church member only ; but he shall 
bring a testimonial from ttie Presbytery, or several 
nei^bouring minii^ers wliea^ he lived, recommend^ 
iiig him as a candidate for the ministry, of exem-^ 
I plary piety and holiness (tf c(mversaticm ; nor shall 
* any thing less be esteemed a. sufficient recwim^n*- 
V dation/^ 

It was ordered that the foregoing rule, establish-^ 

ed by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, 

: in 1764, be published for the information di th^ 

Presbyteries. 
^ Upon motion, Oriered, That the above minute 

;' be enWed on the minntes of the Synod of Phila- 
^'f delphia, and that a Copy ol this judgment be trans- 
mitted to every Presbytery und:er ther care.-^Vol. 
I. p. 60. . 

• ; Sect. 5. Another Mnle adopted by the Synod^ in 

the same year ^ in relation to student^' 

As t6 the 5th Qjaery,* Though the Synod enter- 
tains a high regard for the Associated GhurcJ^es of 
^ , Nfew England, yet we cannot but judge, that »tu-» 



* The fireceding judgment was given, in answer to tha 3d of severat 
queries propoeed to tbe Synod, ana ^ alcove in aa«wer to tha 5th. 
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dents who go to them,^^s. 
own Presbyteries, to obtain >. 65 

turn and officiate among us, act v^ii^^^ .. 
are not to be approved ar employed u^i*^** Pia» | 

teries j As hereby we are deprived of t£ ^ re-* 
trying and approving the qualifications of AQd 
candidates : yet if any cases shall happen, wlhiv 
in such a conduct may in some circumstances Ijfe- 
thought necessary for the greater good of any con- 
gregation, it shall be laid before the f resbytery to 
which the congregation belongs, and af^roved of 
by them,— 1764. p. 80. 

Sect. 6. TTie ad&ption of the Confession of 
Faith to he required of Ministers, who wish to en- 
ter into our connexion. 

The Rev. Mr. Jonathan Leavit from New Hamp* 
shire, in New England, produced to the Synod cerr 
tificates of his regular standing in the Gospel Min- 
istry ; and having professed his desire to join with 
this^ body, after {(.dopting the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, as the confession of his faith, and 
having promised to conform himself to the West- 
minster Directory for Worship and Grovernment> 
he was received as a member of the Svnod, and 
Was advised to pnt himself under care of some one 
of our Presbyteries. — 1765. p. 98. 

Sect. 7. Ordination sine titulo. 

The Presbytery of Hartford stated to the Assem- 

iftiO ^^y^ ^^^^- ^^ *^®*^ opinion it would be advan- 

tageoiks to the cause of religion to ordain 

Mr. Robert Bample, sine titulo, and requested 
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ery be permitted to ordain Mr, 
y judge it expedient. 



committee appointed to consider and present 
__,. . to the Assembly, the' dransht of an ordey 
•ine tituio. wnicb it may appear to them^ that the As-^ 
1811. 9embly should adopt on the subject of or^ 
dinaticms , sine tituhj reported ; and their 
report^ being read^ was considered at some length, 
and the farther consideration of it was postponed, 
to take up the following substitute, which, being 
discussed, was adopted* 

Whereas, there may exist cases, in which it may- 
be needful for Presbyteries to ordain, without a re- 
gular call; but as the frequent exercise of this power 
may be dangerous to the church ; and as this case 
does not appear to be fully provided for in our con- 
stitution and book of discipline; Therefore, JRe- 
^Ivedy That the following rule be submitted to 
the Presbyteries^ for their opinion and appropation ; 
which, when sanctioned by a majority of the Pres^ 
byteries belonging to this church, shall become & 
constitutional rule : viz. 

That it shall be the duty of Presbyteries, when 
they think it necessary to ordnin a candidate, with- 
out a particular call to a con^egation or congrega- 
tions, to take the advice of their respective Synods, 
or of the General Assembly, before they proceed t<y 
ihis urdination. . . 

The <^malttee appointed to report a statement 

1812 ^^^^ dscisions of the severial Presbyteries, 

. ' on the standing rule prc^osed by the last As* 

ouUob subject of ordination n'mtituloj r<eported; 
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ABd the repoft^ hemg read, was ^^cc^^ed, and i^ a$ ' 
foUows; viz. That decisions have been received 
from the Presbyteries of Albany, New York, Phi- 
ladelphia, Bbuth Carolina, Transylvania^ Union, 
Miami, Londonderry, Geneva, Hudson, Jersey, 
New Brunswick, Baltimore, New Castle, Harn^o^ 
iiy. West Lexington;^ Washingt6n, and> Hanover; 
and that of these the first seven are in favour of the 
rule proposed,, and the Remaining eleven ajre against 

it. 

A motion was made and seconded, that, this sub- 
ject be now disinissed^ i. e- that the proposed rule 
be not sent down again to the Presbyteries ; and af- 
ter considerable discuj^^ion, wa^ determined ^l the 
affirmative. 

^ Me$oboedj That, as a cpnsiderii'ble and evident 
181 ^ diversity of opinion, hQ.s for a length of time 
'^ existed among the judicatures and ministers 
of our communion, on the question, whether Pres- 
1i>yteries can regularly prbce'ed to ordination sine 
titvloj without consulting a higher judicature ; and 
it is expedient, fpr the peace and order of the 
church, that this question should be decided ; this 
Assembly, therefore, repeal the act of the last As- 
sembly, by which a further attention to this sub* 
ject was dismissed ; and the Assembly do further 
" direct, that all the Presbyteries under the care of 
the Assembly, as well those which have heretofore 
Vj3ted on this subject, as those which have not, do 
send up in writing the expresigions of their opinion 
on the subject to the next General Assembly ; in 
order that there m^ty be a constitutional and final 
decision on the point in controversy, and that the 
practice relative thereto may be uniform in all parts' 
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of our church. The rule proposed^ and on whkh 
«^u affirmative or negative vote of the Presbyteries 
is required^ is in the following words : viz. 

'' It shall be the duty of the Presbyteries, when 
they think it necessary to ordain a candidate with- 
out a call to a particular pastoral charge, to take 
the advice of a Synod, or of the General Assembly, 
before they proceed to ,such ordination.^^ 

The committee appointed to report a statement 
1814 ^^ ^^^ decisions of the several Presbyte- 
ries, relative to a rule proposed by the last 
Assembly, on the subject of ordination sine titulo^ 
which decisions had been reai in the Assembly ; 
reported, and the report, being read, was accepted, 
and is as follows : viz. 

That from twenty- two Presbyteries, viz. Cayu- 
ga, Columbia, . Londonderry, Albany, Hudson^ 
Onondaga, jersey, Carlisle, Baltimore, Northum- 
berland, Huntingdon, Lanoi^ter, Redstone, Win- 
phester, Harmony, iLexington,, Orange, Washing- 
ton, Transylvania, Miami, Oneida, and Geneva,^ 
written reports in the negative Wjfere received — that 
from four Presbyteries, viz. Concord, Ohio, South 
Carolina, and -Muhlenberg, written reports were 
received in the affirmative — ^that from four Presby- 
teries, viz. New York, New. Castle, New Bruns- 
wick and West Lexington, verbal reports in the ne- 
fative were received — and that from the other 
^resbyteriejs no reports were received— therefore 
the proposed ruk was negatived. 

Sect. 8. Rule relative to the higher excont'^ 
munication. , 
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Tnbe Synod of New York and New Jersey hav- 
ing reqaested of the General Assembly an expUca^ 
tion of a clause in our -book of discipline^ in the 
ehapter of censures^ Sec%15. The Assembly de^ 
lermined^ that the article is in itself plain and ex- 
plicit ; and that^ when it shall be thought proper, 
by 9iiy ehul*ch^ to proceed to the sentence of the 
higher ei!^comi(iunicaiion, and apply to Presbytery 
for their concurrence, agreeably to Our constitutioB, 
the Presbytery certainly will fiot give any decision 
in the case, until the object of censure be regularly 
dted to appear^ that he may have an opportunity of 
availing himself of the :i^ight of appeal.-^1790. 

Vol. !• p. 18. , 

I . . ... 

Sect. 9i jyb Minister mn he divested of his (f^ 
fiee but by dej^osition. 

Resolved^ That it is a principle of this Church, 
that no minister of the gospel can be regularly di- 
^vested of his office, except by a course of discipline 
terminating in his deposition; that if any minister, 
by providential circumstances, become incapable of 
exercising his ministerial functions, or is called to 
suspend them, or to exercise them only occasional- 
ly, he is still to be considered as fully possessing, 
the miiiisterial character and privileges ; and his 
brethren of the Preshytery are to inspect his con- 
duct ; and while they ^eat him with due tenderness 
and sympathy, they are to be careful that he do not 
neglect ministerial duty, beyond what his circum- 
stances render unavoidable :— -That if any minister 
of the gospel, through a worldly spirit, a disrelish 
for th^ duties of his office, or any other criminal mo^ 

tive> becpoie neglig^ttt or cqrekss, hfe is by n0 means 
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to be suffered to pursue this course, so as at lengtli 
to be permitted to. lay aside the ministry without 
censure ; because this would be to encourage a dis- 
regard of the most solento obligations, by opening 
a way^to escape from them with impunity. — ^But in 
all such cases, Presbyteries are seasonably to use 
the means, and pursue the meUiods pointed .out in 
the word of God and the rules of this Church, to 
recal their Vending brother to a sense of duty; and 
if all their endeavours be ineffectual, they are ni 
length regularly to exclude or depose. him from his 
ofSce. . 

If any cases or qtieations relative to this subject 
shall arise in Presbyteries, whicli are not contem- 
plated by the provisions of this rule, such cases or 
^ questions should be^ referred t6 the_,©eneral Ass^n^* 
bly for a special decision.— 1802. 

Sect. 10. The principle stated irk the preceed- 
ing section, acted on IjytJielete Synod of M^ew^ York 
and Philadelphia^ in 1783. "5^ 

The Presbytery of New York reports, that the 
Rev. Mr- William WoodhuU, one of their mem- 
b^i's, appeared before them at their last meetings 
and stated to them his situation, as being still inca- 
pable of exercising his ministry, by his continued 
indisposition, and the little, or rather no, probabili- 
ty of his ever being able to attempt the exercise of 
it in future ; and that he wa« at the same time en- 
gaged in certain secular employmenits, that would 
seem to render it improper to have his name in their 
records as a member, while he is incapable of at-^ 
fending their meetii^s, or discharging ai^y uf, the 
l^eat duties of his Minisixy : and therefore submit* 
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ted to them the propriety of their cdntinuiiig and 
congidering him as a member from time to time : 
and that the Presbytery, on considering his situa- 
tion, thouglit it best to leave his name <mi of their , 
records in future, till he shall be able to return to 
the exercise othis ministry, ait event that would 
give them great pleasure* 

The Synod considered the above report, and 
are of opinion that Mr, WoodhuU ought to be con- 
tinued a member of the Presbytery of l!f&w York ; 
aud therfore direct the Presbytery to; insert his 
name in their rolL — ^p. 352. 

Sect/ it. A JLeposed Minister should be, /pub- 
lished. ^ " \ 

Mesdvedy That it be recommended to the fires- 
byferies under the care of the General Assembly, 
when they shall depose any of their members from 
the exercise of the ministerial office ; and when any 
person so deposed shall^ without having been regu- 
larly restored^ assume the ministerial character, or 
attei^pt to exercis*^ any of the ministerial functions ; 
that in such case, with a view to prevent such d^- ^ 
posed person from imposing himself on the church- 
es, Presbyteries be careful, to have his rmme pub- 
Ushe in the •Ass^mblifs Magazine^ as deposed from 
,the ministry, that all thexhurches nmy be enabled 
to guard themselves against such dangerous impo- . 
sitions.— 1886. 



Sect. 12. Deposition and excommunication dis- 
tinct^ V 

In the judgment of this Asgembly, the deposi- 
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l&m and excQnmninicaiion of a niiiiiister are disiiMt 
things^ not necessarily connected with each t>thet ; 
bnt when coimected pnght to be inflicted by the 
Presbyt^y to whom the power of judgingand cen- 
suring Ininister^ properly belongs.— 1814, 

8,ect. is. Case of testimony. 

nnie following question signed by WilfiamG. 
Bavis : ^^ Whether testimony tak^ before a Ses- 
sion^ and sent up to the Presbytery;^ under the sig- 
nature of Moderator and Clerk^ will not be sufficient 
in references^ as well a£i appeals^ to render the case 
thus referred both orderly and cc^nizable by Pres- 
bytery ; was answered in tiie affirmative. — 1797, 
vo\. I. p. 149. 



Sect. i4« -^ Sessional Records to be examined. 

The jfbllowing resolution 'was submitted to the 
1R09 Assembly, and, after a lengthy discussion, 
' was adopted. 

Whereas it appeared, in the .course of the free 
conversation on the state of religion, that in one <^ 
the Presbyteries, under the care of the Assembly, 
the sessional records of the several church sessions . 
were not regulariy called ^p and examined, every 
year, by the said Presbytery; and there is reason to 
believe that other Presbyteries had conducted in the 
same manner: therefore, 

Besolvedf That it be, and it hereby is, required 
of all the Presbyteries, within the bounds of the 
General Assembly, annually, to call up and exam- 
ine the sessional records <^ the several churches 



\. 



-M,.^ 



'* '9s*f^^,^',:jr^rj^^r^TV^^T^''9^t^:''^\^* i ^ K^ ^j^^-^.''"^ ^-„r«--y 



.t 



'• 






u&Kvt 11.] ' THE pyxilfes.. ^, 7# 

The Presby tmes were called upon to report what 

1810 ^tt^^ti^^ *'hey had severally paid to thf^ 

'\ order of the last Assembly, in r^lationvtq 

sessional reoc^rda. Upon enquiry^ it appeared that 

the Presbyteries had ^almost «niyersaljy coniptied 

with the orderv ". 

* - * *■■",*■ '^ 

The eoinmittee app^pinted to 'c^ order 

of the last General Assembly, respectihgtlie exam-, 
ination of session books, brought in their report; 
which was read, aijd adopted,^ ^nd i» as fpllows ; -^ 

The Assemiily ^ftw seriously reviewing the or- 
der of the last Assembly/ can by no melius rescind 
the said order; inasmuch as the^y consider it as 
founded on this censtltutipn of ourchurchf and as 
^^roperly resulting from the bbli^tion on the high- 
est judicatory: of the church, to see that the Gon^ti-^ . 
tutloa be duly regarded; Yet, a« i^ is alleged, 
that insisting on the rigid ejc^^Utipn of this order, / 
with respect to some of the church sessibhs, would 
not be for ediftcation, the Assembly are by no means 
disposed to urge' ainy Pipesbytejy to proceed under 
this order, beyond what they may consider prudent 
and useful. * 
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Sect. 15. An injunctian qf\ the late Synod of ' 
JV^etcf Tark and PMlaAelfhia^ ppMished. hy order ^ 
the AssJembtyyin ±198. ^ - > 

The Synod considering the education of yetuth> ., 
and their being early instriicted in just principles 
Cof religio%as one of the moi^tjuseful. means of pro- ^' 

« » • ' t A. ' 
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mdtmg the ii#aeitce of the GrO^pel ihimr eh^clic^; 
Besdvedf That ii be enjoined on every^Presbytetyi 
in appomtitng supplies to their y^citnt congregations^ 
to take order that every vacant coi^regation with- 
in their linidits be carefully eat&chizedj ai leasts ^ice 
in the year^ in the same na^nner^i^r requiFed by 
the order of onr^churcli, in congregations supplied 
with regidar pastors f that the ministers 43i,ppointed 
to this duty, be jrequired,- at tiie next .mee^g of 
Presbytery, to render an account t^f their ^delity in 
th^s respect ; and that tj^ Presbyteries be required 
* to render an account of :their > attention to^this or- 
der.- ' - , • : \-.~ -' ; 



y - Sect. 16. •! paMoridcar^tbheexeTm^ed'over. 
bajftized childpan. s . : 



.s^ 



^' The Gbmmittee to which the pastoral letter had 
\ ^ been committed, submitted to the Assembly the^ 
following resolution ; which, being read, was adopt- 

i Whereas the book of discipline states that chil- 
dren, born withm the pale of the visiblfe church and 
dedicated to Ood in bapl^m, are under the inspee- ' 
tfon and government - erf Jthe church, and specifies 
various important partiailars, in which that inspec- 
fion and govei^nment sho;ald be ekercised, as also 
^ directs the mode, in^ which ttiey shall be treated, if / 
they do not^perform th^ duties oi church fiaemh^s x ^ 
ajjid 'whereas there is reascm to. apprehend, that v 
liaany of our cou^egations neglect tp catecluse the 
children that have been admitted to the sealing or- 
dinance of baptism, and' do not exercise suifeble 
discipline over them : tlierefore, , ' 

Besolviei^ T^ti ih^ different Pxei^byteries-withiB 









our Iboniuls are hereb^Y ^BreciM to inquire of tte dii- 
fbrent sessions^ whether a proper pastoral care 1^ 
exercised ov6r baptizecl children in their^ congit^ 
gations^ that they learn the principles of religion^ 
and walk in newness of life before God; and thai 
said Presb jteHes do dirtretall sessions that are d€t- 
Mnquent in this respect^ to atU^ io k carefiilly and 
without dWay,— 1809. 

. ' ^ ■■ " . ' . « ^ 

Sect. 17, Special care to be taken in selecting^ 
^cftaoZ^waatera,— !— See Part IT. Sect. 9. '^ 

Sect. 18;s The Confeseimijf Fai^ ^e. to Ae 
dvc^ted. . - /. 

^ The committee appoitited to inquire, wheth^ 

i$ome plan cannot be devised for the wid«ff drcula- 

^ tion of the Confession of Faith and the Constitntiott 

of the Presbyterian XJhurch, reported ; and their 

report^ being read and amended^ was adopted^ and 

is as follows I t?z>. * 

^ • - -1. 

1st. That it be stribtly ^joined entail the Presk 
•l^yteries, under the care of the General Assembly^ 
« tovendeavour^ by such means as upon careful e:2C« 
amination shall to ;them tqipear best> to promote 
the diffdsion and wider circulation of the Gonfes- 
sion of Faith and book of discipline of the Presb;jt- - 
terian Church. > -^ 

2nd. That it be recommended to the congregar 
tions in our connexion^ to take measures to supply 
their own poor with the Confession of Faith, ana ' 
Catechisms, and Book oT I)isciplibe of our Chutch*^ 
— 1816. 
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S^ect. lSt> (d Missionary . recommeniaiion in 
18H. ^ 

t^'- Besolved^ Thai the Qericral Assembly recom- 
^'mend tso Ike Presbyteries to send out tbeir mem- 
-bers^ either by pairs or in^vidjaally, to act as Mis- 
sifmaries, in the country contiguous to their resi- 
dence^ for one or two we^ks in the course of a year;' 
4Hid that they be allowed^ as their cdmpensation, 
what they may collect in ttofeir mismbny provided 
the sum so collected do not exceed the rate c^ 838 
dScts. per moiAh. 

MesolvB^^ That it would tend to promote the in- 
terest , of misaions^ if the Missionaries' were to re- 
ceive religious books and tracts for distnbutieii 
among the people to whom Ibey are sent ; and that^ 
in order to accomplish-this object the m'or^ easily, 
Mekdved^ That the Presbyteries be directed fo point , 
iout places of depositee with the best method of con-^ 
. veying such books and tracts* ; 

V ' 

r 

Sect. 20, JiUenda^ce otntJ^ J^sseniblt/. 

The Assembly^ having foutfd by the experiencir 
i ftO^ of several years past, that the business to 
-- ' which they are angularly called to attend is 
"^so greatly increased, that the sessions are unavoid- 
ably protracted to ^ much greater length than for- 
merly; judged it expedient that the Presbyteries 
should be, and they herieby are, informed, that their 
Commissionets should attend ^vith the expectation 
that the sessiohs will be of two weeks continu?* 
ance^ and that arrangements should be made ac- 
cordingly. — ^Vol* I. p. 308. 
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Me^veAy Tba^ it ^e earnestly reeommenfled to 

1818 t^® P'*^'^^y*^ri^> *hat they enjoin it upon 
iheiif Commissioners to the Assembly to &e 
punctual in attending at the commencement of its 
Besmonsy as considerdtile inconveniences are found '"^ 
to result in this resjpect.- ^ 



Seet. %i. Sundry injunctitMs and reeomrh&n-^ 
d&tions passed in 1799. 

It requires, under the gracious direction and in- 
flueUiCi^of divine Providence* the awakened zeal 
and combined exertions of all the friends of the gos* 
pel of Ohristj and especi«lly of its ministers aaid 
Mher officers^ toarrest the progress Of vice and pro- 
faneness^ and to advancethe principles and prac- 
tice of virtue and piety. For this end it seems to, 
oe requisite to revive and invigorate our attention 
to the qualifications and improvements with regard 
to the ministry — to the wise and faithful discharge 
of our pastoral duties — ^and to the extension of the 
means of grace to those portions of our country that 
have hitherto been destitute of this blessing- Your 
^committee therefore, recommend to the Assembly 
to enjoin it upon all tiieir Ptesbyteiies* 

1st. To take the-^most effectual order in their 

_ ^ - ^ poveer to increase, if possible, the qual=^ 

^Candidates, iflcatious of Candidates for the gospel 

ministry, with regard both to sincere 
piety, and to solid and extensive learning, that the 
improvements of the pulpit may keep fall pace with 
the pn^^*es8 of society and letters. 
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2»d. That they endeavour/as far as the state of 

society in different parts of our Church, 

itfi^tcrs/ will permit, to withdraw the inijogisters of 

the gospel from every worldly ^vocation 

>>^ for the maintenance of themselves and families^ that 

V they may ^ devote - themselves entirely to the work 

rf their ministj^y.*' And Uiat, f6r this end, they la«- 

>\ hour to convince the people of the advantage that 

will accrue to themselves from making such ade- 

^- quate provision for the support of their teachers and 

pastors, that they may be employed wholly in thdr 

t sacred calling. And> in those jplaces, where it may 

I be found prudent and practicable, that they devise 

jneans to have the contracts between congregations 

and pastors exainined. in the Eresbyteries> at 

stated periods — incfuiries instituted with regard to 

to recipi-pcal fulfilment of duties and engagements 

— and endeavours used to promote punctuality and 

. fidelity in both parties, before distress on one side/ 

and complaint on the other,- grow to a height vxkr, 

favourable to the interests of religion. 



1 



? . 3d. That inasmuch, as the clergy in ma;ny situar 

f> . tions in the country have it not in thei? 

?" .. UbTmes!"^ -j)o,wet to furnish themselvesr with lir 

braries, so^ various and extensive, as to 
^ enable them to discharge their office in the manner 
4: most useful to the people, «ost dignified to tfeie pul- 
?; > pit^ and mo^st honorable to religion; it be recom- 
mended to Presbyteries, to take measures to pro-* 
^ . mote the establishment of congregational libraries, 
' ^ under such regulations, that the Presbyteries shall 
V « have the principal direction in the choice of ther 
\ * books with which those libraries shall be furniish- 
* - "* ed ; the ministers of the respective chmxhes, shall 
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have >4^he iinjBiediate :eare, Apcl fhe cpn&terit use af 
tfaeni; and that means be used to make annual aug- 
mentations to them^ 

4th. That, in the clisclia]fge of pastoral duties^ 

DnigenceinPas. **^®y *^^® the utmost care/ t^at the 
>. torai Duties, v Word of Gfod I^ faapwii and uodeF- 
, . stood by thj^ people; and that, for thi« 

purpose, in their public ingtrtetion^, the practice <jf 
Xecturhig on certain portio^^s of the holy scriptures, 
be not laid aside, but rather revived and increAscid: 
-—That they eudeayotir, .where, it is prudent and 
practicable, to institute private societies for read- 
mg,p^ayer^ and pious coi^ver^ation. Above alt, 
thatt they be faithfuHn tlie duties of family visita- 
tion, and the - catechetical instmction . of^ children 
and youth.v Aud, that, in order to aid i^ese .views, 
Ihey endeavour to engage the sessions of the re- 
spective congregations, or other men most distijti- 
guished for intelligeuce and piety in them, to as- 
sume, as trustees, the super jntepdanee and inspec- 
tion of . the schools established ibr: the instructi6n 
and improvement ofi children in the eleme»ts of 
knowledge ; to see that theylje provided with teach- 
ers of grave and respectable characters, and that 
these teachers, among other objects of their duty, 
ins<3ruct th^ir plupils in the principles of religion f 
which shall be doi^e, as often as possible, in the, 
presence of one or jqiore of the aforesaid trustees^ 
under the deep conviction, ttxat the care and edu- 
cation of children, the example^ s^t before them, 
'^ and the first impressions made on their minds, are 
of the utiqiost importance to civil^sodety^ as welljas 
to the chui-ch. 
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St^k 1%at inasmucb^ as the GeriBTai Assemfily 
_ .^ . are assid uously labourins; to propagate 

Contributions .^ ^ \, i xi: , t. x ^ '.*^ .*^ ®_j 

for Missipna, the go^pel throughoutour exteiisive aad 

growing frontiers, and- in those places- 

^Hf fiiost destitute of the means of grace, it be earnestly 

> jei^oined on eaph Presbytery to use their most diU- 
K '- S^^t endeavours, to collect voluntary and liberal 

;^ contributions, ajid to c^aiu: pioils donations and 

bequests frcwnevejy ^migregation,, i whether fulS 

"^ nished with a pastor, ^or vacant, in order supply 

> ihe funds, which are absolutely necessary to cany 
. on with adva^tag^ ihis great a^d charitiiiiile work. 

Let ministers study to impress the mbids of ihc 
people, with the importance of the object, be dili- 
gent in their owp ex^iojis to promote It, and punc- 
tual in forwarding their contribjitions to the Trea- 
aiirerg gt the commisj^ibns of tiie southern Bynods, 
or to the Treasurer of the Trtis*^e5^(?f tie Presby^ 
terian Church in -the United^ Stu$es (j^- America f 
assured, that without their faithful aid and co-ope- 
ration, missions and other undertakings of utiMty 
to the church, so pioilsly beg^n, smd hitherto cob"* 
ducted. with such promisipg prospects of suece^ 
must eventually fail. And let it be required of all 

, the ftesbyteries^ that they annually send up to the . 

"^^ General Ai^senAly, . aloiig with the duplicates of 
their reports, exact accounts of .all monies received^ 
aijid transmitted for these objects, that they.may b^ 
. used as checks on the Treasury. 
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J6th. That the. recommendations and regula- 
, tions> that are, from year to year, made andi 
»]rtwu. published by the Greneml Assembly^ may 
always be kno wn aud present in the judica- 
tories of the chuj-ch, for their dkection and govern- 
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ment) that if We required l)iat each Presbytery^ Sy- 
nod^ and. the Genera! Assembly. for ever, preserve 
tMie copy of the extracts or journals, that are yearly 
published, for its own use-^that it shall be indexed^ 
and stitcfhed or boiind with those which have prece- 
ded it, in the manner that^ shall be deemed most 
expedient; and that the whole shall be always 
kept, or brought up to the place of meeting of such 
Presbytery, Synod, or General Assembly, along^ 
M^ith their own records. ' 
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7th. That they send up' with their yearly re- 
ports, a schedtde, containmg the number of com- 
municants belonging to each of their churches, and 
the number of persons yearly baptized, whether 
IB infancy, or at adult age. 

All which is humbly submitted by y^ur commit- 
tee. « 

The report being read, resolved^ that it be apn 
proved and ad^opted— ^and ordered, that the several' 
Synods, Presbyteries, ^nd individual churches, as 
far as they are respectively cQiicefined, govern them- 
selves accordingly. — ^Vol. I. p. 204, 205. 
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Sect. 22. Subscription to the Widows'^ fund, re^ 
commended iw^SOO. 

The Assembly earnestly recommend it to the 
Presbyteries, that, when they, settle ministers in 
their churches, they endeavour to convince such 
ministers, of the importance of their speedily be- 
coming contributors to the WidoM^s^ fund ; where- 
by they may at once provide for the support of 
their own families, and asdst in mipporting an 
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iiisiituiicm so dharitable and useful in the chitrcli. 
— VoLI, p. 227. 

See^ Part TI.^ at the close^ a gtatement on this 
subject by the Treasurer of the cQrpand;ibn of the 
Widows' fiind J published by order of the Assem* 
blyialSia 
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CHAPTER m. 



QF THE REPORTS OF PRESBYTERJES. 



Seci. !• Written ¥^port8 en the state df Meli- 
gion required. . ., 

Whereas it has been the practice of the Ge- 
neral Assembly^ for a number of years past^ fa» 
practice from which much irtformatiott highly inter- 
esting^ useftil and animating^ has been derived) to 
make enquiries of all the representatives of the ' 
Presbyteries,, as well as from those of the sist^ 
churches with which the Assembly is connected, 
relative to the state of religion, within the region 
from wliich the represeiitatives severally come; and 
whereas it is desirable that the information so eot- 
Jettcfd should be cdn^lete, colocise and accurate^ 

^ ; • # • ^ • ■# • 
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a^d ibat the tltsw of ffie jMs^na^ly may hot be uh- 
necegrsarily consumed in receiving it: therefore Jle^ 
sdhed, as a standing rule^ that a written statement 
shall annually be required fipom the represiBntaititres 
rf each Presbytery or Association in th^ Gresieral 
Assembly^ which written statement shall first be 
read by one of such representatives ; after which , 
ewh of the other, repifsentatilves shall be permitted 
to add verbally all ^e information^ not contained 
in the written statement, which he may judge wor- 
thy of the attention of the Assembly. — 1814. ^ " 

Sect. 2. ilule» relatwe to BBjport», adopted in 

1806, and subsequentlj/ altered. 

» . ■ " » 

The committee appointed to prescribe the forms 
of reports from inferior to superior judicatories of 
tht church, exhibited Iheir report -with the proposed 
forms at large. The Alsembly, having read the 
refpotty and con sirred the forms submitted to them^ 
approved the same; and ^ordered that the report^ 
with^Ahe forms, b^ printed iji an appendix to the ex- 
tracts of the present year^ and that the judicatories 
concerned be required to observe these f orii^s, ia 
their future reports. / , v 

The committee appointed to draught forms foi^ 
the repiH^s, from the inferior to -the superior judica- 
tories, report, that they have draughted forms, 
agreeably to the existiE^ r^ulations, and the > ' 
amendments to them which they have thought pro- 
1^' to propose. The regulations, as am^ided, * 
^andtiius; . < - ., 

... '^ ■ ■^ 

/f- . ;■ 

I. The Presbyteries shaU- direct e«ch coaj^iBga- . _: 
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,ticm, whether supplied or vacant^ to make an ilii* 
nual report to the Presbytery to which it belong* ; 
stating the number of communicants^ and the num- 
ber of persons baptized^ and distinguishing both 
agreeably toihe form prescribed for reports from 
congregations to Presbyteries. (See Form No. 1.) 

II. Presbyteri^ shall make annual reports to 
their Synods ; stating a list 

Of pastors^ in the order of seniority in the mi- 
^ nistry, annexing the napes of their churches, to 

" those who have pastoral charges, and distingiush- 
ing those who have not, a^ in the form : 

Of vacancies; designating those which are able^ 
and those which are unable, to support pastors : 

Of licentiates, together with the ni^imber (vfith- 
out the names) of candidates for licensure : 

An account of the number of communicants ad* 
mitted the last year, veth the sum tptal in com- 
munion ; and likewise the number of persons bapr 
tized in the same time, distinguishing adults from 
infants: 

And the amount of collections made for the Pres- 
byterial, the Missionary, and the Commissioners' 
fundd ; jin^ ako the amount raised, by collection or 
subscription, for the education of poor and piou^i 
yoting men for the ministry, together with the amount 
of the collections fw the Theological Seminary. 

These reports sliould h& closed by an historical 
account of licensures, ordinations, instalments, sus^ 
pensions, depositions, translations, deaths, and also 
of members or licentiates received or dismissed : ia 
' which account, pa3*ticular care must be taken to men-:' 
tion-the Presbytery from vi^hich .a minister or licen- 
tiate is received) or the Presbytery to join which, or 

■ ■ ^ ■• ♦ •• ^ 



i.» |)ut liini iiiider lite cai-ejaf witich be UdlsmUwd- 

tW«u Kom N(». 2,) 

ITI- TKe SynftdH shall report fo each General 
AsseiBiWyj ai\il iU'lail ibc whole Presliytt^rial re 
ports, cx«aj»t the historical ttccomit aborc men 
tloned. 

rV". Tlie .SyntHk whirb inmiairi' ilioii- nwu mis- 
**innarj- roiinjras, nail llicir ^r ■ ' ! li*-?!, 

sliall. Ibi- Ibcinfoiniaiioii iif r!i. |'>I.V. 

rirport. (he amtmul of rhun- colli! i, . ^ 1 1 iiioH*- 
iiscw 8pe<;ilieil in UiP.fonn. ^^ 

V. Prcsfjyitaies shall semi to each General J^Tj 
scinhly, a duplkaie of their reports to llio SvnotN. % 
But thiiy arw at, lihorly. in some cai^iy-, (o ([t-vintir ' 
from this nilej nml extcii J llieir repiirts to thrir !».•*( j 
meeting iniTut^diali-'ly prucedins that of the (ifiiurnt j 
AwBftnlily, 61.1 as t« iiR-ltiik' all pi-oper »tubjcrts of 
(•f;port lip to that time. 

VI. 'Hie Synods and Piaibylcric? shall report 
OD thp eiiMcct of missionaries, and missionary bii- ' 
^iuess. only to tbo Board if Misgimn : and to sp- 
ear-*; ii reiijud to this rule, the AWmhIy «iU, at, 
each annual session, inijuirc ivhuther the Syuodn 
and Presbj-li:ries have made suili report. 

All reports shall bvar date and signature ; and if, 

by any means, they fail of being --eHt to the priipoi 

'iidicatories, should be seut by mail, to the >>tBted . 

Imrks of the Synods, oi: to ihe atatBil clerk of tfec 

imhly. 

VII. The preceding rules shall comr,. in place 
of all former rules oti the subjects conteinDlatcd 



^^^^dicj 
^K^lmrki 

^HEAflsei 
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hy them; and fiie .S,vnwU. Prcshylcriesj Ami rau- 
gregatioos, arc reqtiirvd tu [my s gpfit-ial reguni lo 
these rules, aud in their rejioits ti» sHiM^rior judi- 
catures, to make liSK (iftho fitvms tidaitted to tJicwi. 
to secure to the difToiTnt Synods, Presh.yU'rii.^t*, 
ami Congre^atiori'i. the possession and knowledge 
of th^iw nilca ami fovms. the romiiuUee would also 
recommuml the (irititiii^of Ifacm in an apjiendix to 
the annual extracts of the A^wmhly"s minutes, for 
several yeara in snoression, till the jmlicatories shall 
have hccome familiar with them ; and that, when- 
ever the Aaaembiy shall make any resolntious or 
I^Ciiles aflcctiug theae v»\es and forms, it «ha)l be 
Khc duly of the Permamenl Clerk to niake the i-c^ 
|nni^ite alterations m both. 

The committee would further propose, that tlie 
f* Assembly should make it a standing nilc, annu- 
Filly to appoint a committee, who shall take the Sy- 
Liiodiral and Pcoshytcria! reports, after they have 
been i-ead hefur» the Aiitsembly, and lill up the 
blanks of a form, preiiared to exhibit a comppn- 
dions view of the nnmbcr of miiiivters, coni?-ega- 
tiouii, lirentiate-s, candiitate^, and comninDicanlM, 
together with the hapusms and collections in one- 
year. 

Aud finally, the committee would pi-opose tlial 
llie A'tsemhly should order the Pi'rmanent Clerk 
to have printed, a number of topies of the form, ex- 
hibiting a compendious vieM , &<;. to he hound to- 
gctlier, in a Bcpamt«^hnok, and preserved for the be- 
nefit of those who wish to become acquainted with * 
the state of our chui-ch.* 



CHAP* 111.] 
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lel'iflBCuifyv 



Totnl ill comiinimQii 
per latrt report. 



Oil tixaiBinatioii. 




Dismistietl. 



Siispcuded. 



Total now iu coia- 
muiiion. 
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CHAP, lltfl 

The pvuctitlias Form No. 2 i-. to be ustd by llie 
Prfsbyteries iii Ihftir report!;, both to (be Geiicral 
Asscinbl;^, ami to (be res|jedivc Sviio<U to wbkb 
ilhtiy bclungt ami likewise by ibe iSyuotls in llifir 
■teimi'ts to Ibe Griiiir/il Asi-^ciiibly. Tin- Pi-e^bjlc- 
Ties nnd Synodt arc i-cqiit-slcd to obsi-rve particit- 
larly (he oriJer in wbitb tin- bi-adiiigs of fbi- sevtml 
ciituinns slaiicl. ami to use Ibo sami: ^Vtirds. Vuria- 
UuDt iu citlier ve^yvcl, pruUiicefi tlifflcuU.Y and cuu- 
lta«4ioii. ulicii tli« Tcpoi'U are i^ad by Oiejudicoto' 

To tins Form, when used- in reports from 
" ■csb.yt«i-ie« to tbe. Synods., oi- to ibe CTeiicriil 
pAAsembly, mii»l be subjoined the Historical «ie- 
leoii-?!! of liceii^uiT)i, onuuations. iastabitculi^., in. 
I rfequii-ed by the last oarogi-iuih of (he liuk* mark- 
* ■ £1. 



' •S'ccf. 3. ,^ecial hijuiustions about reporttt. 
■ Whereas, from a. vni'ieiy of rmnses. tlic reports 
lAgQQ fi'""» Ibe Sytmd^ aiid Presbylfrics to (he 
t ■ tieiieiul Aiiseinbly, an' sometimes nut 

^■'brought forwai'il to the iiteL'tini^ of tlie Assembly, . 
;uid it U of much iuiporlaritf thai the-ic reports 
should be eomplete, (be Geiieml Assembly did, 
ttod hereby do ve»eHt-diy. erijoin it on alj (lie 
-Synods and Prefibyterie«i nnder their cure, to be 
very attentive both iii sv«ijig that these reporU 
_are accurately and seasonably prepared, agree- 
pldy tt> tbe pre»itribed forme, and in siuidiug 
^em forward annually to the Astiembly; but, if 
' f any accident there bo a failure in this rcgpect 
f any Synod or Presbytttry, each Synod op'' 
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CHAPTER I. 



OF THE DUTIES- OF.SESSIONS. 
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fifecf, 1 . Ecctract from the Itecord» of the Synod 
\&f ^ew i'orTc and FnUa^^ " 






' V, 



.^ 



V A HE Syiipd iBnj<)m that exapt registers of births^ 
teaptidms^ huoria^es^ and ^urial$| be |[ept in every 
cong^egatio^.^'— 1788. 



\ V >: Sectt %, Vfiiversqlists not to be admitted to seaU 
^ ^ iiig ordinances. / 

;, . A que stioB from the Synod of the Garblinas was 
)i . \^ * introduced Ihrough the iOommittee of Bills and 
** * 6yei^a)nes^if^]^ieh yk^ a» fb^ow^ ; mX ^^ Are they . 



C ^' ' . ^T .> . <^ 










3lirt:»l, loiift riiTmiltt'il 'i 
Bit"' go-^iicl." — The .A--. 

^^LTTlte con-sidi'mtiuti of Dr. M'C's letter was re- 
^^Kied. 0)1 ilie gr«t |tro|)i)sition rn iUv. IcUcr, ve- 
^^^■sting a iT4 4)n-<i(leratioii of tlit< auiUciku of tike. 
^^^uii-nil Ai^ei'niMy re^pf^'ting thn doclriiic of iiiii- 
^^Bsal •^ulvarKiii. [tasked iit Cai-Uslo, hi 179'2, Tlie 
^^fteeuibly uiiaHi/miueljf ngrciitl U> aillivre to tli« 
^^pires&itl ikcUbn. — 1794. Vol. I. |i. 94. 



The typinioH of tbo t«le fivntd t^^'ew 
mftifli'liihiti, m regari to tie doetriue of 



Sect. 3. 

!(.)(»>.:■! 

~\\ iivr-ciLs i\i^ iti-i ti'iiic- ttrumvor^al Mlvation nnd 
uf liir linifi- tluratiou uf Hell ToriueiiK has Iirpd 
|ii'i|n(i^aleil Ipv ^midiy pisr^iia, "lui live in ilic 
Uiii(f«l SlnlciS tif Anu-i'Ra: uuil lln' piMi]ilc iiiidcr 

inir (It re may [la^siblj, from llifi- '■<■■■ >-' ^1 . mi- 

\'i-ifa*km wi'tli lUe pnniai;uloi-h «f i^ili 

i.iliini(iii. Ije iiifectcd Uy (iie. di no»l 

take till- i>p|i<irtilllil> Ui ikclnio I i; ;.lj!ror- 

rt'iKt' of Mich iloi-trinc** as Ilie> (niiucljfitd m Ik; 
Kiilivpvsivt; uf Uu'. fuiiilanifiHliil nriiici|ilf-. «f rflij;iiiii 
and nioralit.v; and lliurefore eiinicHtl^v rpcoraim.-nd 
ii u> ail llii'.ir Pre^liyieries ami ininnliL'rs lo Itc 
wnirlifnl iipmi Miis ^uhject. ami Ut s"'"rd usaiiiwl 
r|u' iiniinhi. rl.iEi uf ?^n^ll tends amuiie^i our [jfojiliv 



CHAPTKll 11 



'.CASES OP BAPTISM. 



Sect. I. The vntcoi'tkinesa of a Jtliniiter ioea^ 
Hut hti'alidatc ordinances. 

The foilowHig qucstiiin was proposed by tlie | 
coiDiDtttcc of uvt-rtuTcw : viz, Oaglit. sHfh perBons (o J 
be re-ltapUzcil, as have lie<*ti nflprpfl iii bapiUi^by 
uotoiioasly profligalc iiareitt:?, aiitl baplizpti by j 
mimsters of tlic same dcNa-ijitionf On lliis 4ju&«lioii 
111* General Ai«pmbly, after « fiill investigatioii. 
atlopleil Ihe ftillnwiti); (Krlei-tninatiun: aix. 

.Jtesnlped, 'I'liat it is a priociplc tiftliis clinrcJi, 
that the iimvonliinesj* of the minister.'* of Ibc {^)>ir|)el J 
doea not invalidate the ordutaitce*) of rL*li;^iiin di^-' I 
pt'U«vd by tlu-ni. — It is al«o a principle, that .if! luuj^J 
iit^iLiiy ileiKHiiiiintion of ('Lriftiiiiiii> ii^ ackiiou'lodgt^d'l 
by u« fi dniirli of l^brist, we oiiglit to bohl the t»r-^ 
(ItuaiiceK dikpciised by it as valid, iiol\vithstaiiiling'*1 
(heuiiwortbinessof pai-trcnlarminisleis. Yd, iuiuf-^ 
miirb as ito general i-nle cau be made lo cnihrace 
ail circiimstanri^b, there may bcimigidarifies iu par- 
tkiilnr admiliistrntion*. b^ iuett mil yni divested of. ' 
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m^^m 



CH\P. 11.^1 (nOfffiRtF haptihm. 95 

tticii- office cilliwin Uiis <jr inotliei-cImi-chMj whicb 
may rcDtler (hi'iniinll and voiil. — But, as these ir- 
I'cgiilarities must often tesnU from ciicunjHtanccs 
anil ^it(latiull^, tliutcatiinil l)caiiti<.i|ia.te<lHiitl jioiiit- 
eti out in ilic rule. tLcy niu«i be left to he jiidgeil of 
by tiic imiilciicu ami wwJom of tlmrcli ficssion^. 
and the higher juiiicatorles to wbicli tlniy mav l>^ 
refeifeil. In sucit casei*, it may he adnseal/k^ Ui 
admitiister the ov(tinan(;e of liaptiwm in a regiil;i'- 
inamier, where a pmphaiie exhibition of the ttir 
mony may havi^ beeu atletuptcd. — ^Thesc ca'M'v 
and cii'cumstaacts howeve-i- are to he tnqiiircil 
into by the ehurch sesaions, and- referred in h 
Preshytci-y before a final dcdsion. — 1790. Vol. I. 
p. 20. 



Eiigage)miits to he reqidnd in Bap- 



Sect 
tlsm. 

The following, questiou, hrougW bcfoi-e Ihs As- 
^eiiililyj thioiJi:;h the Committee of OieHnrert, «a» 
read: viz. " Wliether. hesidci requiring nfpafeut.", 
dt'ditating Iheir (^liildren to fiiitl in baptism, an ex- 
prcsK .icknoMlcdi^mpnl of the duties of parent.* jiiid 
tec mm I'll din::; lo iLem the rihservaneu theiviif, it 
sIiomIiI be coDsidei'ed as erj^eiitial to retpiiru also, 
that they come (inder an explicit vom or wtdemiien- 
gaj^cment to perform those dnlioM?" "VVhercnpon the 
Assembly rcsolvpd, tlial an ansMer to thi! qoestion 
is conlaiticd, in t!ie directory for pnblic Morship of 
tUisi church, under the beml of aduiini«ti-a(ion of 
Iiapti«*ui, which requires an nxpn-ss vngaE;emcit( on 
(he part of the iKirciUs. — 17!H- 





i-iam vrcaltd. 



' ■'The toiiiiniltPK I" wliitli Mas rctV-ncil ilif <(iii 
(ii3U siilimitted Uy thf mrmlur fn>m iln- FiTfb.vK'ij- 
nf H»riiioii,v. nu<l i\ itii the adxire i.»f lli-il Piv^l>yti' 
vy, in tlip fiilluuiiii; wonlb: iv'x, 

" A jn'r-jon. wlm had Itreri liaiMlziid 111 tiifftiH-y 
Ijv Ur. Piifstly, ajuilicd frir ndmltsion to tlie 
LonVs tabk- : sIiouM thr- bapfUm administered Ijy- 
Dr. Pric-stly, (lien a L'nitarian. I)e roiinidered va- 
lid? ri^jxH-tdd : iind Itu'ir rpimit beiiij; road, was 
admited. and i« aw Itillows : viz.- 

Ilesolvpd^ Tliat lliis (juu^^liou be ausu'ci'ed iii 
tlic iicgativi' ; and it a«'urdiui;ly was detfrnineil itti 
tbii nL'^alive. In the iiipeoiit !«Ute of ouv t-omitryj 
ivliilst Unitaiiaii error*, in viiiious foriiis, ure inak.- 
iii;^ tbeir iiisidiuns a[nironeItPs — uhilsl (he ndvo- 
v:iiot; of tills hurpsy ill m;niy tusc^i iiic prarlising' 
1 -ysti^m of cduiealmciit. Jiiid iiiNinuatin^ Ihem- 
-I \ '■.'-. into the contHlriici- of miillitiidc^ii who have 
"■ -^iiwifii.ioii of Ihcir defc-clion from the raiili. Ilia 
\--L'itibly ferl if (n lie ibeirdiity to sjitak wilhonL 
■.■-•:v\c. It iH the deliberate am! nuaniinuiin it|d<. 
'ill! of this .V^iienibly, Ibflt thof,c who irn.mni 
'inidameutal doctiine of Ibe Trinity, antf il. n\ 
■ ;; .lesii>i Christ is tin- same in siibstaiire. e jt,..l iu 
|;u-.\tr «ud f;lory, with Hie Falbei'. laniiul lje rwtis 
iiizcd as iiiiiiislprs of (he t»os|>pl. and tliaf llifcir tio- 
ntsfruliong are ivh>tilly iinalid. — I8l4. 

Sect 4v The'ch''!' 
when jtreaented by iiu 

Tl.r ,,:HiTi-:'-.-. .. 
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aidii aiid "promise Df the' mstirter^ to br ii;dmifiybitered 
to the children of slaves? reported^ and their re- 
port being amended was adopted^ and is as fol- ^ 
lows : viz, ' 

1st. That it is the duty of masters who are mem- 
bers ei the church, to present the children of pa- 
rents in servitude to the ordinance of Baptism, pro-^ " 
vided they are in a situation to train them up ia 
the nurtare and admonition of the Lord, thus se- 
curing to them the rich adva|itages, which the Gos- ^ 
pel provides, „ 

2d* That it is the .duty of Christ's ministers to 
inculcate this doctrine, and«to baptize all children 
of this description, when presented to theni by their . 
masters.— 1816. 



* Sect. 5. JL similar questim answered by the 
Synod of ^etp York and Philadelphia^ 

The folio wiiig case of conscience from Donnegal; 
iPresbytery was overtured : vix. Whether Christian 
masters or mistresses ought in duty to have such 
children baptized, as are under their eare, though 
l)om of parents not in the communion of any chris- 
tian church ? Upon this overture Synod are of opi- 
^ nion, that christian masters and mistresses whose 
religious professions and conduct are such, as to 
give them a right to the ordinance of baptism for 

\ their own children, may, and ought to, dedicate the 
children of their household to God, in that ordi- 
nance, when they have no scruple or conscience to 
4he contrary.— 1786. /'Page 413. 

* I ■ - \ 
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^' €}hrMm Afsm^ in regari to the BwptisMqf meir 

It was overtured. Whether christian slaves hav- 
Jug diildren at the entire diFeciion of imchrisl&an 
fitasteo'S^ and not having It in their power to instniet 
them 11^ religion/ are bound to have them baptiiEed ; 
and whether a gospel B^Mster in this predicament 
o^ght to baptize them? And i&ynod determined the 
qnestion in the afflrmative.^--<l'^6& P^^ 4l4r 

Sect. 7. A person hammg g&puphs e^nt infant 
Baptism Timf be adniiUei to Communion. 

A letter ako came, through the commktee of ovej?-. 
tures, from Bethuel Church Esq. inquiring whe- 
ther he inay be ja,dmitted to occasional communioii^ 
' whilst he has scruples concerning infant bai^tism* , 

The letter fropi Bethuel Church Esq. as over- 
tured, was. read^ and the motion formerly ma^e, 
ihus amended— -^^That the sessions of th^ Chuxsi^i 
of Cambridge be permitted to rexeive Mx. Ohurci 
upon satis£a4[^tory evidence of his good charaGter^ 
bis scruples notwithstanding,^' was taken up and 
agreed to.— 1798. VoL I. p^ 167, 17a 
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CHAPTER ni: 



OF CASES OF MARRIAGE. 



Sect* 1* Jl qn;eHi(mrehtivep a 7Mn hating two 
tewe$^ answeredin lt9b. 

X HE jfollq^ii^ case from ttie Scs^ioii of Motmt ^ ^ 
Sion Church, in Fayette, County, Kentucky, was 
refenped to the 'Assembly fpr counsel: vix. ^^Re- % 
specting a married man, who left Ireland a number . 
of years ago^ leaving his family behind him, wiUi 
hopes of proii^ing better for tiiem in this country : 
He afterwards returned to" IrelanA three sundry 
, times, with an , intention of bringing in his family : 
but by no arguments could his wife be persuaded 
to come with him ; and the last time peremptorily 
refused all further cohabitation. He afterwards , 
returned, and remained in single life ten years, in ' 
^ this country ; He is since married, and has chil-" 
- dren in second marriage. . His wife and h^ are de- 
siring communion. The Assembly's judgment is 
hereby humbly requested, how, or whether, such 
persons, or any of tltem, can be admitted to ihat • 
communion of the church. 

From Mount Sion Session, in Kentucky ;—Bj^ .^ 
» appointment.*-^— ti^jjn'Z iOth. 1790. V. ^' 

ADAM' EANKIN, Jlfoefem*(w*- 
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TKe C€iisi4e>alf on of iMs case Was deferred fill 

. the; aft^nooii; 

< - , - - .., „ ... - 

The Assembly resumed the consideratioii of the 
"*" €a$e referred from the Session of Mount ;Sion in 
Kentucky^ for counsel ; and after some time spent 
in deliberation on the subject, were of; opinion^ 
- — ^That a man in circumstances sjich as the case 
has stated^ ought not to be admitted to the privilc-' 
^t ges of the church. — ^But, in order to give as much 
/ information a:s possible to the Session of Mouni 
% Sion, the Rev. Dr. Samuel L. Smith was request- 
ed to prepare a draught of a letter to that Session^ 
stating the reasons' on which the above opinion is 
founded ;^— who, after souie time, reported the fol- 
lowing, which was agreed to : riit. 



5 j^ 



^^The General Assembly to theSession of Mount 
f;? ■ Sion Church. - ^ ^ 

r On the subject of your application^to this ju- 

W . dicatory,, rdative to & man who has mai-ri^ed ^ 
^ ^/ second wife, while his first is yet living, without 
having obtained a legal divorce from her>— the 
Ai^sembly, from the view of the facts, as stated ih 
' the written application of ihe Session, have judged 
i * that this man ought not to be admitted to the; pri- 
- " vileges of the church i Because, although wilf ut and 
r obstinate desertion is a legal cause of divorce, yet 
'^ it does not appekr that thi^ man has actually been 

I * divorced fromJiis wifej and it is improper and dan-' 
. gerous to receive to church communion such per- 
sons as in the eye of the civil law are living in vice : 
^And although a good man m^ty sometimes be op-i 
^ # ^pressed by power, and prevented from obtaining a 
. • '^niDrc^ -where sufficient causes exist; yet it 4qos not 
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. appetr trata jr^omr repres^jbtliiiacari^ai be has wed 
the. proper laeans to obtain a legal divorce, nw 
^ven to iiathenticate the facia upon which he founds 
his application for the privileges of the church, by- 
sufficient evidence from Ireland — ^the place in which 
they happened, and where alone they caln be sub- 
stantiated: and it is,contrary to all just rules of pro> 
e^didg to take any evidence or representaticm es^ 
.parte^rrSmiy the decision of the Assembly notwith* 
standing, if it shall appear that this man was sepa- 
rated fi^/hi^ ,wife by her wilful apd .obstinate de- 
sertion, a^d that he has taken all just means to .ob- 
tain a divorce to which he vras lawfully entitled, 
but was prevented and oppressed by the power of 
antagonists or of unjust courts,; and if he shall^ 
moreover, produce such evidence of these facts, 
from the place in which they happenedf, as would 
entitle him to a divorce by the laws of this land, 
and of this church ;. then, in that case, it is the opi* 
nion of the . Greneral Assembly, that such a man, 
behaving himself (rther wise as a goqd christian^ 
may be admitted to church privileges, ; But, in 
such case,^ it is necessary that the most autkentia 
evidence be required, and great caution used, both 
that the proceedings of the church may not be in- 
consistent with the civil law, and that a door be 
not opened to laxness^ on thi^ important i^ubject 
of morals. ' 

Signed by order of the General Assembly.— 
Vol. I. p. 21, 22. 
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/ Sect. 2. Jlqtbestion relative to a man rnwHeA 
to his wife^8 hroihefs daughter^ answered by the *^ 4.' 
Synod^inXn%. - * . -^ \, . - . 
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*0^ "^ L .*i^f -SESSIONS,^ • £pXwriv. 

A tei^reriee. Irtta the i^^^^ of Phfla* 

•delphi% respecting this question: ^is?. Whether a 
mafi may lawfully jnarry his wife^s brother's daugh- 
ter, ^as brought jn aud read, ahd the coasideratioB^ 
of it deferred till the afternoon. ^ .- 

The further consideration of the reference foom 
theFirst Philadelphia Presbytery wa« deferred till 
*ext year.-^il70. Page 194, 
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In 1771 the case «^ain drferried,— -Eag^ 2Q9, 

" - ' . . ^ .-7 ' . , 

The case referred to this Syiiod by the last, re* 
specting marriage, came to be considered; and af- 
ter some time spent in the affair^r it was deferred 
till tomorrow mprhing; and Messrs. M^Whorter, 
StraiUj Matthew Wilson, and George Duffield were 
appointed a committee to prepare; a minute on 
the case, and bring it in to-morrow morning.-^ 



I? ^ 

.1. 



' The committee appointed yesterday up6n the 
<5ase respecting marriage, broilght in a minute, which, 
. after being corrected^ was approved, and is as fol- 
lows : After mature deliberjfction the Synod declare 
y. their great disi^atisfaction with all siich marrifiges 
\:^^ as are inconsistent with the Levitical Law, which 

in cases matrimonial we understand is the law of ^ 
our natioii ; and that persons intermarrying in tliese 
prohibited degrees, are not only punishable by th^ 
laws of the country, but ought to suffer the cen* 
f : sures of the church: And far Aer judge, though the , 
present case is not a direct violation of the expresd 
.•words of the Levitical Law, yet as it is contrary to^- 












the custom of Protestant natioui^in general, and an 
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evidence of great untendemess 5 tfnd , so oppbsile to 
such precepts of the^ Gospel as require Christians 
to avoid things of ill report^ and all appearance of 
evil, and what i§ clfensive to the church ; that the 
persons referred to in tliis instance ought to bexer ^ 
4buked by the. Church Bession, ia-iid others A^arned " 
against' such offensive conduct : and in case thei^e 
person^ submit to such rebu]ke^ and are in other re- 
^spects regular pr^feasors^ tiiat they be not debai^red 
of Christian privileges. ^And Mr. Hunter is or- ^ 
dered.to read^this tniniUepubtickly in his congre- 
gallon^ where the persons live referred to in the : 
above case. Page223. 



Sect. S. \d^ question relative ta a m<i^ v^ofv^ed 
to his decea^ei utife^akalf brother^s daughter^ an- 
swered by the \l8mmblyy in 1797. V ^i 



9- 



A reference from the Synod of Virginia was re^ 
ceived, through, the Conimittee of Overtures, re? 
specting a cerUiin C— — M— -^ — ^ wht) had married 
his former wife's half brother^s daughter, request- 
ing the opinion of the Assembly, whether ^ch ^p^^ 
sons may:be admitted to Church privileges. Where^ 
upon resolved^ that, though the Assembly would 
wish to .dlsGOuntenance imprjadent marriages, or 
such as' tend in any way to give; uneasiness to serl-x 
OHMS persons,, yet it is their opinion, that the marri- " 
age referred, to is not of such a nature as to reniiw 
it necessary to extlude the parties from the privile- 
ges of the church. Vol, I. p; 148. 

Seel. 4. Jl qtiestitm relating t0 a man married 
id his deceased wife! s' sister^ $ daughter, answ^r^d^ 

in 1799* : .^••'■-'/ "■ • ■' ^ • •' ' ^ •- ' 
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S \ Tkfi copaoiittee aldo reported to the Aifden^blj^ 
. from thip records of the Synod of the Carolinas^ a 

reference ^^on the petition of J L: -> who 

has ioiarried ^is deceased wife's sister's daughter i 
^ jiraying a reconsideration of his case^ which was 
. tried and issued against him^ nine years a^ in the 
^ynod of the^Oarolinas.'' After some deuberatiini 
Jiad on this business^ it Was deferred fw further con- 
sideration till fo-mprrow morning. 

' , .- . / ... 

The Assembly pioceeded. to the further conside* 
ration of t^e reference from the Bynod of the Caro- 
linas— After mature deliberation^ it wai* resolved^ 

that the case of J . ' "/ ' L-^ ^ referred for the de-" 

cision of the General Assembly, by the Synod of 
^ the Garolinas, be remitted to the said Synod ; and 
that they be directed to review the (^ase; and 
if they shall judge it to be consistent with the ex- 
isting laws of the state, and the peace of the churchy 
they may admit th^ persons alluded to, to its privi-* 
leges.— VoL I. p. 198. - . , - 

Sect. 5. The ease of a man married to ItH 
deceased wif^s sister's daughter^ determiiiedy in 
1802. 

♦ , , The Session of the Church of Westminster, in 

Jefferson County,, state of Tennessee, Jiaving re-; ** 
^ quested the direction of this Assembly in a case 
of discipline : viz. Whether a man and his wiftQ . 
were admiissible to Church privileges whoi had 
' been related to each other as uncle and neice t that 
4 is lo say, the^woman'being sister^s daughter to-i.he .^ 
^ Iman's former wife : Whereupon the' Assembly Re- 
sol%ed^ Thatth^ decision giv#n, by the i&eneral As- 
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sembTy, in the year 1797^ in a case soinewhal 
resembling the present^ may be adopted on this 
occasion:-— 

The decisiott referred- to is as. follows r*— See 
Siect 8. of this Ghapter.—Yol. L p. 295. 

* - • . y 

Sect. 6. ' .A similar cas^ brought before the %&- 
sembly and decidedy in 1804. 

The Assembly/ agreeably to Hi^ order of the 
day^ proceeded to consider the reference from the 
Synod of Pittsburgh^ relating to a .certain mar- 
riage.. Jt appeared that a Mr. J — r— G >■ ■ 
had been c^isured 418 guilty of inipest^ for having 
xaarried a woman^ who was si«»terV danghter to 
Ms former wife ; and had brought the cause by 
appeal to the Synod of Pittsbiii^; The Synod, 
donceiving that the cause involved a high question 
ai discipUne^ oho$e to refer it to the ^ne^al As- 
sembly for their decision. 

The Assembly having discussed the subject at ' 
some lengthy a motion was made and seconded^ 
ihpi the decision given by the 0eueral Assembly 
in the year 1802^ in a case precisely g^imilar^ be 
adopted as the decision on the present occasion* 
After some consideration a motion was made ' 
arid carried, ,to postpone the motion before the 
house, in order to introduce the following as a sub-' 
(Stitute : viz. " ^ . " r . 

. The Assembly^ having given Tepeated decisions 
on similar cases, cannot advijse to annul such . 
^marriagei^, or to proiiounpe them to^such a dQ*| 
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l^ee uakivfal^ as that the^ parfieg^ ifotb^rmse 
wartt^y^ shoDiId 1>6 debarred from the privileges 
of the Church. ^ But as great diversity of opmioa 
seems to exist ou -such questions in d^erent parts 
bf the church, so that no absolute rule can be en- 
joined with regard to them^ that shall be uuiVeiS 
' sally biddings and consistent with the peaee oi 
the church j and as the cases in questiofi are es- 
teeitned to be doubtful ; the Assembly is constrained 
to leave it to the discretion of the inferior* judi- 
catories under their care^ to act according to their 
own beist lights, and the circumstances in which 
fhey find thtanselves placed.^ 

A question was then taken to a^ee io we gub^* 
ititute aad determine in the afflrmiMive. — ToL U* 
jp. 46 and 47^ ' v . 
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For other ca^s of Mandages^ pee the Recordk 
of Syiiod>^ p. 36^ 29, 45/344; and the Records 
, of the Assembly., Vol, H. p- 18, 122/ 
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CHAPTEE IV: 



OF SUNDRY RECOMMENDATIONS AND DIREC- 
TIONS. 
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Sccf. 1. Persfms concemei in Bectdar oecwpe^ 
fitms an the £&r^s dmj oPe Twttolfe admiiteitatkib 

An appeal by Mr, Wl Po8t-Hiast!efriaWa»Wngtda, 
Pcntisylvaflia, from a decision of the Synod of Pittisi- 
\jurgli, by which it U determined that Mr. W. offi- 
ciating ais Post-n^aster on the Sabbatfr day in ex- - 
isting circumstanced is a sufficient reason to ex- 
clude him from the special privileges of the churchy . 
was overtured and trea4, '^ On motion^ resolved ^ ' 
tibat the above decision of the Bynod of Pittsburgh 
be affirmed; aiad it hweby is a&med; — tSlQ. iYol. 
n. p. 340. 

':\ Se^ %/ •& mmilw deeimn in i8i9. 

An overtore r4«tive to the receiviii^of apef*. 
son as a member of the ohiif ch/ who is j»oprietof ^ 
^in aline of stages which carries the mail an^ runs. 
^ on the Sabbath^ was rea^ and committed to ■ ' f * 
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. connected with the case* ' ' \ . 

y The committee^ to wh^m was referred the above 

d^verture reporti^d ; and (heir report being read^ the 

consideration oi^ it was postponed to take up the fol^ 

■^ lowitig substitute^ which, after cojasiderabte /dis- 

[?. cussion, was adopledx tJi«* _ 

Resolvedy That it is the decided opinion of thii9 
Atpembly, that all attendoia to worldly concerns 
: * on the Lord's day^,farther than tlie works of neces- 
sity and mercy demand, is inconsistent^ both with 
'^ ^ the letter and spirit of the fourth commandment ; 
and, consequently, all engagements in regard to 
^; . . secular occupations, on the J4ord's day^ with a 
^. ^ view to secure worldly advanta^s^ ate to be con- 
Y sidered inconsistent withr christian character ; and 
^ ,^ that those who are concerned in such engageiiientft 
ought not to be admitted into the communion of the 
> church, while they continute in the same.-^VoL 
. IV. 1919. r ^ — 
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Sect. 3, Children to be Catechised. 
See Partni. Chap. H. Sect. iSi, 16. 



Sect 4. JSihle Classes recommended in 1816. 

p^ . The committee to which was referred the Over- 
tuare from the Synod of New York an4 New Jer- 
sey, on f<Miuing classes of young people, for study- 
U ing and reciting the Bible, reported; and ttieir ire^ 
[ port, bdng read and amended, wai^ adopted^ and is 

' ^ as follows : r 1^5. -— : * 

- # That they consider this suJ&ject of great impor- 
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commendailon c^f the AssemMy ; t&ercfore, . ^* 

' Resolp$£f ist. That it bie redomiaen^^f a:ni it 
fereby is recoiaaneiided .eaTnestly, to the ministers 
and- sessions, which are in connection with the Ge- 
neral Assembly, to piiy A special attention to this 
subject^ and provide withorit delay for the stated 
insfeniction or the' children and y^ath in the Sa- 
eteA Seriptttrcs; witMn£ji6u' respective c^igrega:- 
tions. r ■ . '. 

2d. itThat although the particular maunet; of in- 
stniction aiad recitation in the.congregatiqnsy ougfht 
to be left to this discretion of their ministers and ses::^ 
sions respectivfiiy, yet as ^some d^ee of uniformity 
i« cksirable in a business of so muck magnitude^ it 
is recommended, as the most effectual means of pro- 
moting the knowledge of the Holy Scripture^, that, 
in all our churches, classes be, formed of th^ youth 
to recite the ScriptuTes in regulaar order ; tliat the 
recitations, if convenient, be as ofteti as once a week, 
and from two to ite chapters appointed for each 
reciMion; thfCt the youth may be examined on ; f 

1st. The history of the WOrM, buf moreespcr 
cially of the Church of God, and of theheatheii 
nation^ who Were God- s agents^in acctmiplishiiig )iis 
purposes towards his Church. 

vlnd, Pers<tos noted for their piety w tingodli- 
ness, and the effiects of their example in promoting 
or injuring the best interests of toankind. 

. 8d. ©octrees and precepts, or /^ what man is to 
believe concerning God, and wb»t 4uty God re-' 
^piires ^f iH»«i^' ' . ? 

4th. Posi^ve wdinances^i^^e dif^^tions Which 
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Vi%}&hm givfe^i^ Mike wajria wliicli Ire i» |o be 'WW-. 
diiBped acceptiiMy. .: ... 

5th. The particulair fciiiures. of character of 
,^hich the Sjwrit of jGrod huf give^- notice^ hpth in 
wicked and go6d pfsrsons ; in th6 last jpaiNieal^rly 
Regarding those who were types of Chri^ and in 
t^hat the typical resemhlai^ce consisted; 

6th* The gradual increase fram iiine to time of 
iiiformation concerning the dofctrihes contained ;in 
the scriptures $ noting the admirahie adaptation of 
every new revelation of doptrine t^^ the increased 
maturity of the churph. Tlie nature of God^s law, 
its immutability^ as constituting ah everlasting rule 
of right and wrong, the full and perfect illustration 
of its precepts giveii by iDhrist; / 

^ 7th, The change which God has made jfrom 
time to time in the positive ordinances^ together 
with the.reasonis of that cliange. . ITie diffference 
between the moral law and those law$ which are 
positive. , V ,. 

' 8th. The illustration of the^diviite perfectioi^s 
in the history, biograj^hy^. doctrines and preoepte, 
together with the positive ordinances of the scrip- 
tures. :i 

' 9th. The practical lessons to regulate our <;oBr 
duct inihe various relations of Jife* ' . 

Qn all these partictilars the/meani^ of the words ' 
^ed in scripture must be ascertained, that thus we 
may understand whai we read. . _ 

Mesolvedy 3d- That th^ Pres%terieiS, uadet the 
care of the Assembly, be directed jto take order on 
ihis subjects and they are hereby .mformM, that 
tltt$i# not to cope in tii^ place of .learning the pale- 
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chlsms of oar churchy but hp adi^ed4ait^ as aE4rip>- 
poftant branch of^religioua education^ 

fi»6ct« - 5* . T%e assembling of BaptiizBd cMldren 
Tecommend£^ in 1818. - 

JResdlved, That the General Assembly recom* 
mend^ and fhey do hereby reconimend, to the Pas- 
tors and Sessions of the diflferent churches under 
their care, to"^ assemble^ as pften as they may deem 
necessary during the year, the baptized children/ 
with their parents, to recommend said jchildren, in 
prayer, to God, e^cplkin to; them the nature and, ob- 
ligations of their baptism, and the relation which 
they sustain to the Church. 



Sect. &. Moral Societies recommended by the^ 
Synodf in 1766. 

. The Synod r^contm^nd thai every congregtion 
endeavour to form a Society or Societies for the 
Reformation of Manners within their respective 
bounds.— Page. 110. - '. 4 
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Sect. 7. dare of the poor recommended by the 
Synodyin 1788. - 

■Rie Synod, also, earnestly recommend to every- 
cpngi*eg^tion belon^ng to their body, to take spe- 
cial care of their poor, or distressed widows and 
nrphans, and to administer to them all proper re- 
lief ^ind aflis&ia^e. 
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Sfec*. 8, The prenention of lMW-mit$ recommem- 
* ed bv the Smm^ in nss. *- J. . 

■^ ^^ . The Synod, taking into tlieir seriottts considera- 

J iioTi the many and great injuries krising^to society, 
by the members thereof, contrary to the spirit md 
expTess comuiand erf onr holy religion, goiiig to 

^ ^,- law witb each other, and cairying on wigions suits ; 
jOo, therefore, earnestly ifecomitiend ft to every con- 
CTegation under their care, faithfully to endeavour, 

,f 4^11 such way as i?iay appear most expedient^ to pre- 
vent law-suits, among their tnembers, by having dif- 
ferences 4>£ k civil nature accemmbdated by arbitra- 
tion^ or by au^amicable ^lit^ wb^n the matters can- 

, not be otherwise settled. And the Synod i^mestlj 
recominehd to all their Presbyteries, te lise tbeir 
= " utmost endeavours to secm^ the success of so use- 
ful a measure! thereby many evijls may be pre- 
vented^ and various great advantages proicared. 

Sect 9. Care in seUdting si^oolrinaBtets re- 
i eominended hythe Synodf in ±18S» 

^ The Synod recommend, lliat special care b6 ta- 

^^ ken with respljct to the principles and characters of 

/ -.' s^^hod-m^^ws 5 that they teaeh the Westminster 

C4.tech|s£a aad Psalmody $ aQ4 that the Ministers^ 

Church Sessions, and Deacons,^ w- Comm}ti/t&$p 

where they consistently can, visit the schools,, and 

-^^see that mtse ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ' -^^ whjea-e schools 

, are composed of ^^erent demtmlBations, that tbey 

invite proper persons of isaid denominations ta joift 

with them.' And the respective Presbyteries are 

.' . i*equiired to pay special atteotiou io t^ese Blatters^ 
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«hd to uge t&eir best eiidenvours to have them car. 
ned into «xecution.^' . * ,: 
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^ect. 10. Measures to ^prevent intemperance^^ 
recommenieif in 1812. -^ 

The committee to which was referred the report 
of the Cotaimittee^j^oiuted by the last Assembly ^ 
to devise measures^ which ma^y have an influence^^ 
i^ preventing the mischiefs ansing from the intem- 
perate use (^ spirituous liquors^ reported; and thS 
report^ being read> was adopted^ and M as foL 
lows : viz. 

Mesolved, 1st. That it be ircicommend^d to air 
the ministers of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to deliver, public, discottrses^ as often 
as circumstaiK^es may render it expedient^ on the 
sin and mischiefs c^ intemperate prinking; in which^ 
as well as on. other suitable occasions^ both ptiblic 
and private, it \^ill be proper, pointedly and 
.solemnly, to warn their hearers, and especially 
members of the church;^ not only against actual" 
intemperance, but a^nst all those habits and in- 
.dnlgencies which may: have a tendency to pro- 
4ttce it. ' * ' . ' 

2d. Thirt it be enjoined on all Ghurrch-Sessicmfi^ 
within the bounds of : the€reheral AssjBmbly, that 
they exercise a special vigilance and^care over the 
conduct of all persons in the cotnmumon of their '' 
irespective churches, with regard to ti^s sin $ and'^ . 
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. * This and the two preceding Sections were'publisb^d bf order Of 
AMemiil}^ k CQiMlezlQit wiUi^ theV priiit«d Bidmtdf ^ ^ «t* 
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ifeftt ibey Mrdolously endeavour^, by jhfivi^ wa*»* 
Hig ^nd reioonstra^nce^ and by such publk eensures 

• as d^emit eases nmy require^ io pHi^\the church- 
of a sin so. enormoui^ in lis miscfatefs^^ and so dis- 

'^graeeful ib the christian name;^ 

3d. That it b^ iiecotftDdended to ftie ministers and 
o<her officers and mejnbers of ottr church/ that they 
"^ exert themselves to dlift^^c? ^s extensive^ as pos- 
sible^ among their congregations and ih^ cominrinir- 
|y at large^ such addresses^ SeTmons, ^aracis or othie^r 
jirittte^ compositions on this, subject, as mayliave 
a tendency to produce a suitable impr^ion against 
\^ ^ the use. of airdent spirits^ and to recommend sobrie- 
ty aiid temperance. 

4th. That it be recommended io the officers and 

Members of our churcli, to take such measures as 

may be judged proper and effectual, fcMr reducing 

the iiumber of taverns and other places of vending 

^: liquors by small measure, in all those parts of our 

% country, in which either the excessive number, m 

*^.. the improper character of such places, renders them 

# a public nuisance.. " 

It is beiieVed, that the evils arising from these 
sources are incalculably gjreat, and that, by prudent 
management, they admit, under Providence,. of very 
«tmsidembte diminution. , - 
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• ^ Sett. 11. Case^ in ^wkich the testimanyi of a 
,mm and his wife mc^y ^ taken in matters that con- 
cern th^m.\ 

The Assembly went into the consideration of the 
Mse reported by tiaie- Presbytfary of Ohio, whidi 
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was in the follovdntg tetms : ^* A certain married 
woman chains aa utitearHed^maB; with immadefirt 
cmiversation and oonduet in attempts upon her ch>is-^ -* ' 
tity, of which her hwband and asother^ or indi^er*^ 
wt, person Were at a ,certaiii. time witnesses-—^ - 
Whereas our cmistitation declares that a person; 
accused shall liot be convicted by a sipglg witn^^s^ 
can the said woman andvfaer husband be admitted ^ 
witnessjBS in the.above CMe?'^ To the above question <. 
the Assembly answered, tjiai^ in all such cases as / 
that submitted by the Fresbytery of Ohio, it is # % 
principle that both the husband and wife are to be 
admitted to give testimony^ Slut in every particular 
case as it occurs^ the judicature before whom it i^ 
tried^ oagbt^ in order to guard' against collusion^ 
to pay a very scrupulous regard to all the circum- 
stances attending it^ and especially to the charac- 
ters of those who are admitted as evidences/' so 
that on the one hand tbe necessity of the case may 
be consulted^ and on the other that no injury may 
result to an innocent person.-!— 1797- Vol. I. p. 
149, 150. / 

Sect 12. Testimony taken before a Session suf- 
ficient in references. / . 

The following question, ^' Whether testimotiy ta- 
ken before a session^ and sent up to tiie iPresbytery, 
under the signature of the Moderator and Clerk^ «^ 
will not be sufficient in references, as well as ap- 
peals, to render the case thus refeJrred,. both or- 
derly and cognizable by the Presbytery,^^ was ».. 
answered in Uie affirmative. — 1797* VoL I. p. 
i49. ' ... 
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£PART IV. 



^ N 



• • - - ' 1 

• t ' ' ' 

Serf. 1^. JKieie relating ta certificates. 

'' '■ V. ■"'/■■'*•:"'-.• ! -, ' 

' "^That no judicatory ox private member shall cer- 

'*''/tify any persoii's chajracter a» gwd^ for a space of 
time^ without mentioning w}iether Jie has be^n un- 
der process of scandal^ during that tinie^ and the is- 

* sue of it.— -Vol, I. p, 41, ," 

1^ See the Rules relatiye to fi^eports^jeiiid the Form 
foir ft Report from a Church to the Presbytery, in 
Partin. Chap. Iri. Sect. 2/ 
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Bee^Part Xni. Chap. I. for advice in regard to 
slavery. - 

' ' . y . ' ■ ■ ■ 

' i / ■ ■ . • ■ 

' See Part Xni* Chap^ I. for what relates to 
Psalmody. - ' 
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CHAPTBftX V j 

OF THE ACTS OF THE LATE SYNOD OF NEW : ^ ^ 
YORK AKD PHH^ADEIrPHIA. * - 
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Sect. 1. Three Articles mhcted f^om theplan^ :: 
of mdon oA&pteA % <fee Bynoi (^ »mBw,. York cmi'- * 
PhiladelvMa^ in 1758. : " . ^ ^\ ^ 

The Syiiod of Philad^iphia and ihe^jSynod of 
New York appointed eacbfii^ 1757^ a cb^missifm, 
for the purpose of forijiing^a jilan of Union. May^. 
"2%^ lT58^ the two Coinniissimis met in Pfiiladel^ 
phia^ and agreed On a plaiij.which: Was inottediatelj: •ni^ 
communicated to the *two Synods then in i$fe9si)6n,- 
^be two Synods^ ba^ui$ ¥^ %^if sei^fuca^ cuf lipii^ , . 
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approved tHQ |>laii, cbnvened togetlier^ under tlie 
name of the S;fnod of New York and Philadel- 
fc' |)hia^ and ho^viiig read ihe pfetn unanimottsly sl]^- 
^proved of it. . ; ' : . . 

^^ ; There were present 177 members.-— Page 1. ^ 



■r'^ 
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[ ' I. ^Both 8ynods, haVing always "approved and 
^^ received the Westminster Goiifessiop of Faith> lar- 
j ^erand shorter CatecWsms^ as' an orthodox and 
f^ ' excellent system ofOhrisfian. doctrine, founded^on 
JJie Word otGotd; We do stilt recdve^the. same, as 
the Confession qfouvBaithj imd alsorthe PiaSi Wor- 
ship, 09veyiii(aent^ and Bisdpline,^ contained in 
the Wesnrinsler Directory j J^tricfly enjoining it on 
^ , 9,11 our meiiibers and probationers for the ministry, 
f- iW they preact and teach according to the j^^ 
'of.sound words Unsaid Confessiirn and CatecMsmSf 
andapoidand dppose aU 0rrors contrary theveto^ 
^Page 3. ■■ ■••'■-■ ■■■ 
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That when any matter is determined by a 
major vote, every member ^hall either actively con- 
curv i^th, of' passively slibmit to. Such detertnina- « 
tionj or, if his conscience permit him to do neither^ 
he stall be at ■ sufficient liberty modestly to reason 

I , ' and remonstrate, and peacea"bty Withdraw from our 

j ? ' -communion, without attempting to make any schism ; 

[f .provided always, that this shall be understood to 

extend only to su6h determinations, as the body 

^«hall judge indispensable in doctrine or Presbyte- 

b -V "^riau Grovernment. — ^Page 3. 
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' /VL- That no Presbytery shalMicence, or ordain , 



to the work of the ministry, any candidate,^ until h© 
g^ve' them:€OmpeteQt satisfactioa as to Jiis learning^ 
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and ^xpferwental iipqimintaaci^ with i^^^^^ iftnd 
skill in divrnity and (fases ^of cohscience, and de- 
clare his acceptance pf the Westminster Confes^ 
sion of Faith* and C5atechism&, k^thjR iioiifessimof ^^ ^ 
his Faith f and jgromise subjection to the Preshy te- y* 
rian Plan of (Sroyeynment m^ the Westminster Di- ^ "^ 
rectory .--r-Page 4. " 
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Sect. 2. 3F%e /(Mowing JEcetfuets form a part 
(f the minutes of a conve:»,tioiff^eompdseA of commit"' 
t^esfrpm the Synod^fJSTew Tof^kaniJPhUddelphiaf 
of the ReformeA Dutc^ ^^noA^aM of the JLssocMte 
Meformed Synodr.¥ " *^ 
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iThe Syilod of Kew York and Philadelphia V 
T8fi - adopt^ according to the %att?n diid esta- ^ 
blished meaning oftheterm^j iha Westniin- 
«ter Confession of Faith cw th^Monfbssionjrf their "^ ' 
Faith fmve that, every eandidate for the gospel mi- ^ • 
nistry is permitted to ; except against so ; much of -^ 
the twenty third chapter as gives authority to the , 
civil magistrate in niatters of religion. 

The Presbyterian ehurch in^ America con^siders "* 
the Church of Christ as ^ spirifaial S9ciety;, entirely ' 
distinct from t^e civil gpyerjnm^ntjmnd iiaying. a : ^ 
right to regulate their o wn ecclesiastical policy in? 
dependeptly of the iriterpositioi^ of the ihagistratei \ . 
-^ — Page. 399. \ ,^ 
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* Drs. John Witherspooh/ JoJpf Rodjrers, 'A^ex:<*ider M'Wftopler, ^ . 
Saniuel SinUh, AeRev. Messrs. Na:hii»rKer\andJolin Wooahullj Were^ *^ 
tlie committee from th^ Synoa of New York and VliiladeJphia.^ 
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t?# CONFESSION OB fAlTH^ &C. ^ £?AttTV. 

- To^jTli^ ttodiiifirfi^^ Wfe^ttfet fl^6 carrespondii^ 
Synods, itt arder tolay the {pundation cif eiitire coflt- 
Adenee in eacii other, .^were jplling to give «oleiffitt 
i^d mutda^l assuraiices of th^r vi^lance and fidelity 
in reqtiiring of their eqclesiaiiitical offices, an expli- 
cit and nneqAiyocal assent to theip present formulae 
sor standards jofdiscipliTO and faitiS ;tand will tefee 
^ach Measures as to tliei& respectively shall seem 
most reaspimble and elfecfual to secure the same fi- 
delity and iirthodojty "^ in all .time to comfe ; The 
answer was unanimomhj ^y^XLXXi the affirmatiye. 
--Page 4flfp of iiks Synod: Bw^^ 

" , Sect. 8. Medsui^es ^ejpnratory to the adaption 

c^ jtJiBCme^utioiic^^ 

''■■'■ ^ . -i _ ^^ " * p- -■ . . 

On motkm,^^^0^ Thai Dr. Witfeerspoon, 



. .^o« !>»•• Jlodg^rt, Mr, Rol^ert Smith, Dr. AUi- 

_ T^' »on,Dr. Smith, Mr- Wbodh«Jl,Mr.<Jo<^er, 

\ "^ ,Mr. Latta, and Mi. DrtBeld, witTi tii6' Moderator^ 

^ ' " be a coiiimittee to take into consideration, the Con- 

^ ^ stitutioii (rf the Church of -Scotland, amd other Pro- 

^ i testant Churches : aAd agreeably tq the general prin- 

. ciples of Ereisbyterian 'Oovemjbent, compile a sys- 

-y * tern of gen^'al rules^ fcflf the government of the Sy- . 

* ^6d^ ami the (Several JPregbyteries under their in- 

^^' ^ . i^^tion>:ie9dili,^ people inj^^ (^mmunion ; and 

# to make a report of their jirqceeding hemn at the 

-next meeting, of Syn<rfi,---ftige 388. 



On motion MeBolved^ That the book of discipline 
i78fi ^^^ government be recommitted to a ^ com- 
mittee to meet in the city >f JPhiladelphiii^ 
on thfe ?d Tuf^day of Septemiter next, who sha|Ji 
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Jiave powers to digest ^dh a sykeimi a:^ they shitlt 
think to be accommoditted to the state of the.Aes* 
byterian Church in America; that they shn\\ pW- 
cure 300 copies to be printed and distributed to the' 
several Presbyteries in proportion to the number of 
their members^ under the engagement of this 8y- 
ndd to have the expense of printing and distribu- 
tion peimbifrsed to the committee, at their next' 
meeting: and every Presbytery is hereby required' 
to report in writing to the Synod, at their next 
meeting, their observations on the said book of go- 
vernment and discipline. 

The committee appointed to attend to the above 
business, were Drs. Witherspoon, M^Whprter, 
Kogers, Sproat, Duffleld, Allison, and Erwing, 
Mr. MatthewWilson,Dr.8mith, with Isaac Snow- 
den, Esq. Mr. Hobert Ta^art, and-Mr. John !Pin- 
kerton, Elders.; — Page 409. 

The committee appointed to prepare^, a draught 

1787 ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ Governm^t and Discipline re- 
ported, that they had, agrwably to order, - 
prepared a draught, and distrib^ed copies to th6 
respective Presbyteries. 

Ordered^ That the several Presbyteries bring in 
iheir observations on the said draught hi the after* 
noon.-^Page 422. 

The Synod, having gone through the considera* 
iion of the draught of a Plan of Government and 
Discipline, Dr. Kodgers, Dr. M^Whorter, Mr. 
Miller, and Mr. Wilson, Jr. were appointed a com- 
mittee to have a thousand copies thereof printed aar 
uow amended, and to distribute them amon^ the 
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Presbyteries for their consideration^ and the con- 
sideration of the churches under their care. 
- The Synod took into consideration the last pa- 
ragraph of the twentieth Chapter of the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith^ the third paragraph of 
the twenty-third Chapter, and the first paragraph 
of the thirty-first chapter ; and having made . some 
alterations, agreed that the said paragraphs, as 
now alteiied, he printed for eonsideration, together 
with the draught of a Flan of Government and 
Discipline* The Synod also appointed the above 
named committee to revise the Westminster Direc- 
tory for Public Worship ; and to have it, when 
thus revised, printed, together with the draught, 
for consideration. And the Synod agreed, that 
,when the above proposed alterations in the Con- 
fession of Faith, shall have been finally deter- 
mined on by the Body, and the directory shall have 
been revised as above directed, and adopted by the 
Synod ; the said Confession thus altered, and .Di- 
rectory thus revised and adopted, shall be styled, 
The Confession of Faith, and Directory 
FOR Public Worship, of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America. — 
Page 434^ 

Sect. 4. The Constitution of our Church 
adopted. 

The Synod, having fully considered the draught 
1788 ^ ^^ Porm of Goverqment and Discipline, 
did, on a review of the whole, and hereby, 
do, ratify and adopt the same, as now altered, and 
aniended, as the Constitution of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in America ; and order the same 
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to be ccmsidered and sttlctly observed^ as tibte Knle 
of their Proceedings, by all the inferior Judicato- 
ries belonging to the Body* — And they order that 
a correct copy -be printed ; and that the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith, as now altei^d, be printeii, 
in fall, along with it ; as making a part of the Con- 
stitution. 

Resolved^ That the true intent and meaning of 
the above ratiflcation by the ^ynod is, that the 
Form of Government and Discipline^ and the Con- 
fession of Faith, as now ratified^ is to continue to 
be our Constitution^ and the Confession of our 
Faith and Practice unalterably, unless two-thirds 
of the Presbyteries under the care df the General 
Assembly shall propose alterations^ or amendments^ 
and such alterations^ or amendments, shall be agreed 
to and enacted by the General Assembly. 

Ordered^ to proceisd in considering the draught 
of the Directory, and made considerable progress. 

Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Smith, and the M^era- 
tor, were appointed a committee, to revise the Qbap- 
ter of the draught of the Directory, respecting the 
mode of inflicting Church censures ; and to lay it, 
as by thenu revised, before the General Assembly, 
at their first meetiDg ; to be by them considered^ 
and finally enacted.-^— Page 450, 451. 

The Synod, having now revised and corrected 
the draught of a Directory for worship, did approve 
and ratify the same, and do hereby appoint the 
said Directory,^ as now amended, to be the Direc- 
tory for the worship of God, in the Presbyterian 
Church, in the United States of America. They 
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algo t^ok infc^c^BgideridiGii tbe Westminster Wgei- 
ajad shorter Catechisms.; aad having made a small 
amendment of tjhe larger^ didapprove^ and do 
liereby a|>prove and ratify^ thtesaid Catechisms^ as 
now agreed 0% as the Catechisms of the Presby- 
terian Churchy iu the said United 8tates. And the 
8ynod order that the said Directory and Cate- 
chisms be ^rinted^ and bound up in the same vo- 
lume with the Confession of Faith, and the Form 
of Government and Discipline ; and that the livhole 
be considered as ihe standard of our |)octrine, Go- 
vernmenty Di^plit]^, and Worship, agreeably to 
the resolutions ^ the Symod^ at their present ses- 
siom^. 

Ordered^ That Dr. Buffield, Mr. Armstrong, and 
Mr. Green/he a committee to superintend the print- 
ing and publishing of the above said Confession df 
Faith and Catechisms, with the Form of Govern- 
ment and Discipline, and the Directory for the 
worship of God, as now adopted and ratified by 
the Synod, as the Constitution of the Pees- 

BVTEKIAN ChUECH, IN tHE TJnITED StaTES OF 

AMfiEicA; and that they divide the several parts 
into chapters and sections, properly numbered.~ 
Piige 451, 452. 
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CHAPTER IL 



OF THE ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 



Sect. 1. Scripture proofs in support qf tKe 
Confession of Faithy.S^c. selected in 1794. 

JLHE committee appointed to prepare the scrip- 
ture-proofs in support of the docMnes of the confes- 
sion of ^ faith^ ca^shisms^ &c. of the Presbyterian 
churchy submitted their report ; which wks in part 
read^ examined and approved as a specimen of the 
work* - Whereupon, l)r. Green, and Messrs. John 
B. Smith, James Boyd, William M. Tennant, Na^ 
thaniel Irvin and Andrew Hunter, were appointed a 
committee^ to compare the proofs prepared and now 
reported by said committee to the General Assem- 
bly, with the proofs annexed to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, Catechisms and Directory ; 
to revise the whole, prepare it for the press, to 
agree with a printer for its publication, and to su- 
perintend the printing and vending^ of the same. 
And the said committee were further instructed 
to secure the copy-right of said book, according 
4o a law of th^ United States in such case pro- 
vided. " . • 
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Sect. 2. Mesolutions in regard to the scripture 
procfs'^ and notes y by the •Assembly y in 181 6, 

'The committee to which was referred an inquiry 
prpposed to the Assembly by the Presbytery of 
Phuadelphia^ relative to the notes found in the 
book containing the Constitution of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America^ re- 
ported; and their report being amended^ was adopt- 
ed^ and is as follows : i0i%. 

That the book referred to was first published 
with nothing but the simple text^ witiiout any 
Scripture proofed or any notes of any description 
whatsoever. This is evident, not only firom the 
minutes of the General Asisembly, but from the 
numerous copies of this first edition of the standards 
of our church, .which are now in existence. It is 
also equally evident from examiding the records of 
the General Assembly, that not a single note in the 
book has been added to, or made a part of, the 
Constitution of the Chu|*ch shice it "was first form- 
ed 2uid published, in the manner above recited. 
Several alterations and additions have been made, 
by referring them when contemplated to the Pres- 
byteries for their decision thereon, in the manner 
pointed out in the Ccmstitution itself. But among 
all the points thus referred, there is not found a 
single note which now appears in the book contain-' 
ing the constitution of our chlirch. Hence it fol- 
lows beyond ^ doubt, that these notes ar» no pairt 
of the constitution. If then it be inquired, how- 
these notes obtained the place irhich ihey now oc- 
cupy, tad what is the character as to authority 
which they possesa? the answer is thisi-*-When a 
sepond addition of the standards of our ckurph 
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was n^ecled^ it Mnas thought by the General Astsem* 
bly^ that it would be of great use in itself, bighiy 
agreeable to the members of our church generally, 
as well as conformable ;to the example of the 
church of Scotland^ from which we derived our 
origin, if ihe Scripture proofs were- added, in supr- 
jMJrl of the seVetal parts and clauses of the' confes- 
mon of faith, clitechisms and form of government. 
A committee was accordingly appointed by the As- 
sembly, to select the scripture proofs, and to pre- 
pare them for being pritited with the second editiou 
of the book. The work of this committee Was the 
following year referred to another; and ultimately 
the committee charged with preparing the scripture 
proofs reported along with these proofs, the noteili 
which now appear in the bdok> and which were 
approved by the General As'sembly, and directed 
to be printed with tbi& proofs in the form in which 
they now appear. These notes then are explana* 
tions of some^f the principles of the Presbyterian 
Church, given by iheGeneral Assembly^ aijd whi^ch . 
ot course the (^eueral Assembly may modify, or 
Altogether exclude at their plea'feure ; whereas the' 
articles of the Constitution must govern the As- 
sembly themselves^ and camiot be altered or- abro- 
gated, but in the manner pointed out in the Gonsti^ 
fution itself. 

On the whole, in the book containing the Stand- 
ards of our Church, the text alone contains the 
Constitution of our Church ; the notes ai*e an ex- 
position of prihdples given by the highest judica- 
ture of thai church, of the same force while they 
continue with the other acts of that judicature, hut 
object to alterations, amendments, or a total era- 
mxve^ as they shall judge proper* 
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ILe^dvedj Thjat as it belongs to the General As- 
sembly to give direction in tegard to tbe notes which 
accompany the constitution of. which they are the 
supreme judicatory, this Assembly express it as 
Iheir opinion, that, in printing future editions of the 
CJonfessioft of this phurch, the parenthesis in the 
note, on this part of the. form of g^el'ninent which 
defines a Synod, and which is expressed in these 
words, ^^ since a Synod is only a larger Presbyte- 
ry," be omitted; as well as the note eonnected 
with the scripture proofs in answer to the ques- 
tion in the larger Qatechis]% What is forbidden 
in the eighth commandment? in which the na- 
ture of the crime of manstealing and slavery is di- 
lated upon. 

In regard to thip last omission, the Assembly 
think proper to declare, that in directing it they 
are influenced* by far other motives) than any de- 
sire to favour slavery, cnr to retard the extinction 
of that mournful evil, as speedily as may consist 
. with the, happiness of all (Concerned. 

. Resolved^ That Jhe ' foregoing resolution, with 
the report of the committee, sanctioned by the As- 
sembly, on the §ame subject, be printed, and con- 
nected with the last edition of the confession of 
faith, catechisms, form of gove|*nment, &c. of this 
Church— Vol. HI. p. 28d. 



Sect. &. Timifar studpng BiHnitfnot to be 
extended, - . 

The Assembly called for the reports of thelPres- 
byteries relative to a point on whi^h their opinicm 
was requu*ed by the last Assembly^ vi%^ ^^ Whether 
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it would be prt^er f o extend tiie time tieceasavyf <tr 
young .men io apply to the study of dmnity befoi*e 
they be taken on trials to three yeam at least; 
When it appeared that a considerable maioi^ty 6f 
the Presbyteries had given it as thek opinion^ tbat 
the time of study ought hot to be extended. — 1798. 
Vol. I. p. 71. . 
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Sect. 4. The treed cf the Mev. j g- - ' B^ 
amdemried m 1798. 

The consdderation of the references on Mr. B's. 
creed, &c. was resumed. Ordered that Dr. H^Whor-^ 
ter, Dr..Green^ Mr. Armstrong together with the 
Moderator (Br. John B. Smith) be a committee * 
to form a minute on flie subject of the references be- 
fore the General Assembly^ and report next Monday 
morning. 

The consideration of the references relative to 
Mr. B., was resumed; and after some amendments 
made on the draught brought in by the committee, 
it was adopted, and is as follows: viz, The com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration, cer- 
tain references and inquiries from the Synod 
of the Garolinas, relative to the publicatioti ^d im- 
port of a creed, the preaching of false doctrine, and 
the use of indecent language by the Rev. H. B. 
beg leave to report,— That, having carefully exam- 
ined and seriously considered the subjects submit- 
ted to them, tbeyxemark upon the first article of the 
creed aforesaid: That Mr. B. is erroneous in mak- 
ing disinterested henevcl&nee the only definition of 
holiness or true religion; because this may perplex 
the minds of tliose not accustomed to abstract specu-' 
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latioss^ is qaegtionaMe in itself^ emA may ecmvey 
tke idea, that an absolute God, or a God ont^of 
Cbirist, is the objict of the highest affection to the 
renewed mind. 

Upon the 2nd article, they remark,— That Mr. 

B has confounded self-love with selfishness^ 

in aa abstract speculation calculated to puzzle 
plain (Christians and lead to unprofitable disputes — 
Upon the 3d article they remark, — ^That the trans- 
ferring of personal sin or righteousness has never 
been held by Calvinistie divine*, nor by any person 
in our thurch as far as is known to us; and there- 
fore that Mr. B^s. observations on the subject, ap- 
pears to be either nugatory or calculated to mis- 
lead. But, with regard to his doctrine of original 
sin, it is to be observed, that he is erroneous in re- 
presenting personal corruption as not derived from 
Adam; making Adam^s sin to be imputed to his 
posterity in consequence of a corrupt nattu'e already 
possessed^ and derived from^, we knofW not what ; 
thus in effect setting aside i;he idea qf Adam's be- 
ing the federal heaid^ or representative of his de- 
scendants, and the whole doctrine of the covenant 
of works. 

4 

It is also manifest, that Mr. B is greatly er- 
roneous in asserting, that the formal cause of a be-, 
liever's justification is the imputation of the fihdts 
and effects of Christ's righteousness, and n^t that 
righteousness itself ^ because righteonsness, and 
that alone, is the formal demand of the law.; und 
consequently the dinner's violation of the divine 
law, can be pardoned only in virtue of the Re- 
deemer's perfect righteousness- being imputed to 
him and I'eckoned as his. It is also not truo that 
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the hene^ of Ghrigfs righieoiisness are^ ivitliistrict 
propriety^ said to be imputed at all^ as thesis bene- 
fABflow tOf and arepossesBed hy^ the believer^ as a 
cansequenee of his jttsdfication^ and having^^ in- 
terest in the infinite merits ^ the Saviour. ^ ; 

On article 4th no relnark is necessary. 

With regard to the 5th article it is to be remarked, 
that Mr. B. appears to confound sentiment with the 
mere perception" of truth, whereas it always par- 
takes of the disposition of the heart, and consequently 
involves in it, either sin or holiness. The article as 
stated by him, contradicts the principle laid down 
in the introduction to bur form of Government, and 
levQls the important distinction between truth and 
falsehood, so as to be liable to the construction, 
that it is no matter what a man believes. And though 
Mr. B — - — may not, and probably did not, in- 
tend, to insinuate any thing disrespectful to the 
holy scriptures, where he asserts that, ^^ There are 
wrong sentiments in the Bible ; yet as his expression 
is liable to such a construction, we judgfe it highly 
censurable. 

With regard to the 6th and 7th articles, no re- 
mark seems to be necessary, except that the offe^nce 
given by the reflection cast on his brethren, thie 
Presbyterians, in the 7th, has been suflBciently re- 
taoved by his candid acknowledgment before the 
Synod and General Assembly. 

r The 8th 9th and 10th articles require no remark, 
except that they appear to be unimportant. 

With regard to the 12th article, it is remarked, ^ 
that his observatiw upon, love as exercised by the , 
human race, so far 4is it may l^e applicable to a \ 
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state ofr infancy^ is nnmteDi^ble!,; lu^ that^ thragk 
fir distinotian may be made between r^|ieratiott 
aitdxomyemon^ yet the term»^m^which tbe article 
is^c«|P*essed are excepttonable^ as they seem to 
discourage the use of the means of grace. 

With regard to the 13th article^ it is remarked^i 
tbat in making repeiitaace and faith to proceed 
wholly from love or charity, Mr. B. has expressed 
an opinion unnecessary and improper. 

In regard to the subject of false doctrine, In dis- 
coursing from Psalm lil. 5th verse, and Isaiah 
chap. XLVlII> verse 8th, nothing seems necessary 
to be added to the remarks made on the subject of 
original sin, as contained in Mr. B^s« creed ; except 
that he charges Calvinistic divines with holding 
sentiments relative to infants which they do not 
hold;: an(i that he makes positive declarations in 
regard to the state of infants, when it has pleased 
a Wise and Holy GrOD to be silent on this subject^ 
in the revelation of his wilL 

In r^ard to the. subject of indecent language al- 
leged to have been used in the pulpit by Mr. B., 
it {s remarked, that, ^f he was misunderstood by 
the witnesses, he has notwithstanding declared 
such a deep and suitable abhorrence of all such 
language in public discourse, as red ders it unneces- 
sary tQ take any further notice of it. 

On the whole, your committee recommend that 
Mr. B. be required to acknowledge before the 
Assembly, that be was wrong in the publication of 
Ms creed ; that in the particulars ispecifled above, 
he renounce the errors therein pointed out ; that he 
engage to teach nothing hereafter of a sinular na- 
ture; that the Moderator admonish him of the di- 



. • , • li 



w ' •I**'!" ^ * '"f* ■^■*'*?'|n vV. ^ ' ".•* ' v^^--^r ~'^ 



i T 

■■•A '■ ■ . ■ ~ " 



'.. * 



* 






CHAP.II.3 ACTS^ OF THE AMBalSLY. ^ 13» 

he has 0Qcasi0ued tothe church, and its jiidicato-: » 
lies, hy his imp^adent anAuawji-M^aHtable con^x^t; 
and warn him agamst doing^ariy thing in i|pie ttf 
come, that may tend to produce «uch serious^aad 'A 
lainentabte-evils : Thai if Mr. B. submit to tliis, , 
he be consid^M as in goed stenttiiig with the 
church; and that tlie reference and tjueries of the is- 
Synod of the.Oarolinas be considered ar fully an-^ '^ 
s were# by .the adopticm of these ineasures. ,^ ^ ; 

From this decision, Mr. Langdim^ an# Mr. Wil - * 
liams dissented. This desision was read to JMr^ 
B. ; and behaving requested time for further consi- 
deration, the indulgence was ^atited. ; 

Mr. B. appeared before the General Assembly, 
and made the folio wine declaration : 'yia?. 

I do fully acknowledge thatlwas wrong in pub- 
lishing my creed.^ I do soleninly declare, however^ 
as in the presehce of my final Judge, that J nevfer 
did -entertain the ideas, : nor inttod to teach the 
doctrines, which are pointed out- as errors in the 
statement of the Assembly: but^as I cannot so well 
judge as the Assembly what idea's -my language 
aptually oonveys,"attd the Assembly declare that 
iny language b as conveyed these ideas > and doc- 
trines to their minds/ 1 do cheerfully- and fully re-' 
Bounce them as li^rong and improper ; and I do so-- 
lemnly and sincerely engage, in a reliance on di^;. 
vine grace, never hereafter to preach w^at the As^ 
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* Mr. Langdon was k Delegate /rom ll|e General Association of 
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fl^oJ^ly lud^ye stated as ^rioiieott€i;^a«i4J[4o &m}l^ 
<» .^ad Qheeif^lly sxibmit myself to tW admomtio^ 
i^J^cb thiesr Ass^BiI>l^ may see meet io give fqir my 
ifreguj^aril^^s.^ which! acknowledge to deserve cen- 
sure/ and foy which 1/ am sincerely sorry^'—-- 
Whereupon^ 1^^ Moderator gave to Mr, B« tha 
iK^lemn admonkioa agreed to ; aadth^i the Assem- 
bly declared theiQLselv.efi. fully satisfied in the case 
4^ Mr. B.; and that he is^ and ought to he consi- 
dered as^ in good standing with the church :U and 
ijlhe whole transaction was concluded with prayer. 
^VoL I. m 175^ 17§. 
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Sect. 5. Part, of an Address to #d Ministers 
and other mewhers of the Churches belonging to 
the Presbytery of JUnngdim.' 1798. 

But whilst we thus express our confidence that 
i" the competent judicatory will discharge their duty 
^J^ faithfully, We think it our duty to say something 
j with regard to ourselves. We take the present oc- 
casion of declaring our uniform adherence to the 
i, doctrines contained in our Confession of Faith, in 
their ^^^^e^eu* plain and intelligible form; and our 
fixed determination to maintain them against all 
innovations. We earnestly wish that nothing sub- 
v.ersive of these doctrines jnay be suffered to exist, 
or to be circulated amongst the churches ; we liope, 
that even new explanations^ of our known princi- 
ples, by unusua.1 and ojffensive phrases, will be cau: 
tibusly guarded against, lest the feelings of Chris- 
tians should be wounded; the cause of religion in- 
jured; and ihe enemy take occasion to triumph 
and blaspheme. We are also extremely a^oxioos 
that the peate of the church, as^wellas ite:purity 
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of doctrine^ may be preserved iriViolate ; atid Wit ^ 
everjr thing calculated to inflame tlie passtona^ to 
invert the order of the churchy or to^iute'rmpt arfd 
disturb its union may be cautiously avoided, 

' ■ - . • * 

Consider^ deat brethren^^ ^he pernicious teirdeii*- 
cy of their present disorganizihg plan. Uwdertlite 
specious pretence of honoring the sa:cred scripture^^ 
they would persuade you to reject allVwritten ot 
printed creeds and forms of discipiii:M&, dleging '■ 
that those Who adopt such, substitute them for 1^-. 
vine inspiratioii« ' 

But, dear brethren, we presum? yoti need 
scarcely be informed of the absurdity of such inain- 
uations — ? You know that ivey you ^now that :ym 
youraehes c<^^ider i^em differently,/ ConfessioBS . 
or creeds are only the doctrines which vre belieVe 
to be revealed to us from heaven, collected from 
Afferent parts of sacred scripture, and brought into^ 
one view. — Must not all who fead their bibles and^ 
believe them, form some opinion of What is taught 
therein? And where can be the criminality. When 
thf^y have thus searched and collected, to publish 
. what they believe to be the truths of God ?-^In so, 
'doing, we act in open day^, as children of the light, 
and do not lea vie the world to conjegture, whem,er 
we be Pelagians, Semi-Pelagians, Catholics, Ar^ 
miniana^ or Calvinists j or whether we differ esseh- 



• The following remarkis, selected froip An address of th6 Sjnod of 
Kentucky to the Churches under their cai'e, are found on the minutes 
of the Assembly i>f 1805. The address made a pan of the teport df a 
^oimiitee' of ilie .Assembly. . 
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^hSA^ frcSn them all. * We do not leave those with 
whom we would unite in the most tender and en- 
dearihg bondsy at $ loss to kifow whether we be- 
lieve, or disbelieve, what they esteem the essential 
doctrines of Christianity — ^Reject all written creeds/ 
and why not with the same propriety all verbid 
0nes ? What must then follow ? Those who be- 
lieve our He^^ed Saviour, to be no more Aan a 
iiere man, and those who believe in his diviiie na- 
ture ; those who believe that Grod will manifest an 
""eternal displeasure against sin, and tht^e whobe- 
lieve he will Anally receivj^ all wicked |iien and de- 
yils into his favor— Xn short, those who bc^lieve the 
^truth, and those whoi^e creed exhibits the most glar- 
ing errors and contradictions, all unite together, enj oy 
i*' the same privileges, and surround thersame board of 
communion— Can light and daricness have fellow- 
V ship together? Or caii there be concord betweea 
Christ arid Belial ? — Is there no ii^cessity for a 
people, about to put themselves under the pastoral 
care of, a shepherd, to know /what kind of dop- 
trines they are to be taught j or is it perfectly in- 
different which of the above contradictory systems 
ihey receive ? ^ ^ 

'^ It cannot be reasonably denied, that it is disor- 
derly for any person to preach the word, or admin? 

ister the ordinances of the gospel,, who is not cloth^ 
ed with ministerial authority. — ^Compare 2 Chron." 

'XX VI. 18. with Heb. V. 4. 
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^ The above report having been considered, the 
Assembly, 

Itesohedy^hsit they highly approve the firm and 
temperate measures taken by the Synod. of l^^en- 
tucky andHhe committee of the Assembly that met 
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t^itit'^tlieni ; and are of opiaion^ thaitliA eottimiilieei 
besides the pecaQiary indemnity assigned them, are 
jentitied to the thanks o| the Assembly for thediU^ 
gence^ l^rudence^ i^eal and fldeUty> vifith which 
they appear to have executed th^r oommission. 

— 1805. Vol. n. p. 9iji 94, 98. < 

f ^ ■ ' . 

Sedt. 7. %A JLetter to the ISywdpf Kentucky y m 
180T. « 
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' Bear Brethren, , .. 

The record c(f your proceediiigs in regard to the ^ 
dissolution of the Presbytery of Cumberland^ and ^" 
other measures connected with that act^ have attract-^ 
ed the marked attention of this Assembly, andbefen • - ;^ 
the subject , of much discussion. The Assembly **''; 
*Jiave truly sympathized wth your Synod, in re* J 
viewing the very interesting circumstances in which 
you have' been placed, and the embarrassing con- 
cerns which you have been called to manage* 
While the Assembly have found it their duty, on* 
-the oile hand, to approve of many of your proceed- ^ 
ings on the very irregular and censurable conduct 
ef that Presbytery, and even to commend the zeal 
and decisi^ur with which you have acted ; they are. 
constrained, oh the oth^r, to suggest that your pro^ « 
ceedings in demitnding that the young men irregu- 
larly licensed and ordained, be giv^i up to your 
Body for examination ; in isuspeuding the iri*egu-<^ 
larly ordained ministers without process in thei» > 
c|ise ; and in i&uspending Messrs. Hodge and Ban*. ' 
kin, for not submitting to the re-examinatidn of the 
young men, are at least of questionable regularity* 
They therefore advise 'that you seriously review 
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these proceedings/ and considernrfeetber sonie (rf 
them ou^t not to be rescinded, and steps speedily 
teiken to mitigate the suflEerings which your censure 
appears to have pijodaced, and io remove at least a" 
part of the complaints which it has excitej. In 
' doing this we vannet he supposed lb reconrmend 
that amy demands cfovLT constitutional standards of 
/^i doctrine^ discipline^ and government should ie vio- 
. iated 0^ disregarded, r. These demands are equally 
}? .binding on us and you ; and the recog;nition of their^ 
]7 -: justice and obligation ought to be considered as in-^ 
%:^- dispei^sdbie in all who are to exercise the holy min- 
n ^ istry in connection with our church* But there is, ^ 
['^ and ever must be, supposed in those who are vested 
f , ^w^ith power, the right and the duty 6f exercising, a 
,, ' ' soiyid discretion, which will consult the spirit, as 
V :;!^ *' -well as the lelter,^^ of the law ; ^hich'will some^ 
"^ ; timeg forbid, the exercise of power which is pos-" 
r , sessed ; which will endeavour with eqiial cautioin^ 
-^ ^ to avoid the e^ttremes of rigour and of laxness ; 
I which will yield something, yet not concede every 

f * thing^.to circumstances ; which, in a word, will rc- 
*" collect that power is given for edification, and not 
for destruction, and endeavour to be gijided by this 
rule. We hope, brethren, that in the exercise of 
; thi$ discretion, you may be able to re-estatblish the 
* Presbytery of Cuniberland, and to restore to chris- 
tian communion, and ministerial usefuhiess, some 
' of its former members and licentiates, without sa- 
^ . crifi^cing either the dbctrinesj^ or the government of 
^" 4mt church. Of this yon mtist judge ; and we pray, 
y -\ , that the great Head of the chiiroh may enable you 
t ' i^isd to judgeand aet, as that the true arid lasting in- 
t terests of th.e chul^h, may really be promoted by 
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' ■ ^ect^ 8. *i Letter to Messrs. M'^iow, 8^c. in 
1807. ." 
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The Assembly have received youi; address, iit 
which yott ittfprm them, that the Synod of Kea- ^^ 
tucky have suspended you . from: yoiiyr ministerial 
office, and in which you request this Assembly to 

^interpose in your case without delay. The Assent 

, bly are grieved at findings that any unhappy differ-, 
^ncea exist in that part of the church of Christ,- in ' . 

,^ ^hich you reside. The conduct of the iPresby tery ^ ' ' 
^of Cuinberland, in licwising and ordaining a uum- ^' 
ber of "persoQL^ not possessing the qualifications re-> 
quired by our book of discipline, and tcithout ex"^ 
plicit adoption of the Confession of Faith^ appears * 
to haveJbeen the origin of the evils of which you 
now contain* The Assembly are constrained , 

* to express theii* decided disapprobation of this con- ^ -^ ^ 
duct, as being highly irregular and unconstitutio^- . *" 
alf leading to the most dangerous consequences,?^ . . 
in introducing into our church as teachers, illiterate > 
men, and men of any religious principles, however 
erroneous* But inasmuch as you have not regoi- 
lady appealed to this Assembly, they do not con- 
sider thejpselves as called on judicially to decide^ 
on your case. The Assembly have advised the 
Synod of Keptticky to review their proceedings 

- with jegard to you,^ml to their decision we refer % 
you. , ' 

We exhort you, ' brethren, to fetum to a strict 
and steady adherence 4b the Qonstitution of the ^ - 
^ : Presbyterian Churchy and that you sincerely endea- _ ^ 
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TOtir to promote the jpeace and best interest bP tJ;e 



Redeemer's kingdom. 



Sect. 9- The SynodPs cc^tict approved by tie Jis- 
:$emblyf in lSO&.\ , ' "" \ 

The Assembly took into consideration a letter 
from the Synod of Kentucky ; and^ haviiig carefully 
reviewed the same, and having ali^o read another 
letter from their records, which by accident was^ 
.detained from the last Assembly, were of opinion^ • 
That the Synod have, in these letter^, exercised 
' their unquestionable right of explaining their pl^'^ 
ceedings ; which they have done, in a* respectful 
«and able manner, and to the ftill satisfaction* of this 
"Assembly : and the Assembly think" it due to that 
Synod to say, that they deserve the thanks of the 
^hui'ch for the ftrmness and zeal, with which they 
have acted, in the trying circumstance* in ivhich^ 
Ihey have beeii placed. 
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Sect. iO. Extract frofn a Letter to the Rev. 
J. W. Stephenson^ recommending a faithful adhe- 
rence to the Standards qf our Ckwrch^ in 1811,, 

\ Adhere sacri^ly to oilr adopted standards, whilst 
you extend the hand of fellowship to others who, 
you have reason to hope, teve our L6rd Jesus. 
Christ. In this ^ay alone, do we conceive, peace 
can be cultivated, and tinion, xn thid end, establish- '. 
ed betweep differing christians. To relinquish 
principles for the sakeof peace, is too dear a sacri- 
fice. And 6yery overture made to us from any 
quarter,*to produce a iinion at such an expense, we 
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imhesitfdip^gly^reject. T^ you speak^ 

went out from U9^ beQause they were n^ot of usf. 
TbeDbjection they Hiake to our confesdon of faith^ 
as if it tau^ the doctrine of fatality, we feaf k not 
so much the result of a defect of understanding, as 
of a disposition to misrepresent. For who could 
dream that the doctrine of fatality Was.taught in an 
instrumenit,; in whic^ it i« declared expressly, thai 
the Mbeiiy pf second causes is n^t impaired ? We 
do nat object to your appointment of 4 co^nmittee^ 
to confer with liie^e men. But we wish you to be ■ 
careful not ta yield any principle either in doctrine . 
buiu govearnment. You .will readily perceive the 
propriety of the advice, when you recollect that our ^ 
standards constitute our bond jofunlon. Neither 
individuals jinarjudiQatories pan alter them; for 
the whole church is interested. ^ If ypu modify any 
part of our standards, to s^it these men, you are 
bound by the precedent, to modify another part for \. 
another set of B^en, if they should make objections/ 
Take your stand, therefore, on the ground of the 
confession of fait^, and the book ^ of disciplinej 
Keep that ground; If these jnen wish to jmn ou^ 
church, they know-^ the terms. Their wish to alt^r 
these terms is i^ot very modesty for it is reqttesting 
the majority to yield to t|ie minority. As^we force 
BO oneto adppt our s^andardsj^ there is no ppprea- 
gion exercised over any by our adherence Ip. pur 
own princijples. The contrary ^practice, i^ fact, is 
the intolerance ojP a few oyer the many, and must^ 
produce ruinous effects, The history of your part* 
of our church is a warning;. Whilst we thusl ex- 
hort yoii to receive none upon any mgdijicatim of 
Viu* standards, we recommend to you a conciliatory, 
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]i)i)d^ and forbearing con^Juct ta fliQse who are out 
of our commmiion, — ^V ol. lU. p. 7. - 

iSecf. tl. 'Extract from t%e J\rarrative an the 
state of Religion recommending file sam^ duty^ in 
1811. 

There a^pe^iirs an increasing atteniiM in most 
places to the doctrines of ibe^^spel. Pet^le be- 

^ gin to be generally conyint^ed^ that it is inipQi*tont for 

"^ them to have correct principles^: in wder that they 
may lead correct lives. Especially ^o they wlio 
profess the hope of gospel^ pay nii>re of that attei^ 

^ iion to doctrines which ^ound ^hilo8ophy and the 
scriptures demand. And the doctrines which they 
esteem and cherish^ are those w^ich 0ur fathers in 
the old world embraced; in thefaith of which tl»y 
tlied^ And which are contained iA0wr standards. 
They are denomUia^d^ a|»prQ^riaiely> the doctrines 
i»f graee^ and constitute bom our glory and defence. 
By them God is honoured^ arid sinners are saved. 
They have eter been opposed) and they ever Will 

Ibeopposed, by those who tnow:notihe tnith^ or 
If ho hold it in-unrighteonsne^. SutGodhas e¥er 
put this seal of his^ approbation o» itiem^. making 
them efect^al to the ' conversion of sinners. Vol. 
III. ^v,26. V . 

Sect, 12. ^he game duty again recommended 
in the Pastoral JUttet of iSlT. ; 

V Finally, dear brethren, -be , united among 
youRSELVES^.; if ydu desire to. profit by your spi: 
ritual privileges ; if you hope to be instrumental in 
^promoting the cause of Clmstj p^tobe bonQured 

. " * * ' ' *• ' - .^ ' ' ' , 
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with'^his blessing; cherisk jiiMrmony of aiffectioi)^ 
und union of eftbrt.— ^Besides the common bonds of 
christian love, which unite the great family of be*- 
lievers ; the minisiters and members of the Presby- 
terian Chtircb are cemented by a compact which*' 
every lionest man cannot fail to appreciate. We, 
mean the " Confession rf Faith'^ of oiir churchy i 

While we believe the scriptures of the Old aad ' V 
New Testafnents ij^.h^ the only infallible rule of 
feith and practice, we do also, if we deal faithfally ^ 
^ith God and man^ sincerely receive and adopt -^ 
this Confessimi^ as contaiqing-the syst6nrof doc- 
^ine taught in the Holy Soriptttres. Let us ad^ 
nere toc^his standaird with fidelity ; and endeavour . ^ 
to transmit to x>nr children pure and undefiledy a 
treasure, whichr our fathers at great expeaise have, \ 
under God, bequeathed to us. But while we hold i 

fast th^ f&rm(^ smind krorcff? which we have receiv- 
ed, let us guard againsi indulging a spirit of con- 
troversy, than which few things ai-e more unfriendly 
to the life wd power' of gcKlliness, It is never ne- 
cessary to sacrifice charity, in order to maintain ' 
faith and hope. That differences of opinion, ac- 
knowledged on all handsy to be of the minor class, 
may and ought to be tolerated, among those who 
are agreed in great and leading views of Divine 
truth, is a principle on which the godly have so , 
long and so generally acted, tliat it seems unneces- 
sary, at the present day, to seek ai^uments for its' 
suppoi:t. Our Fathers, in early periods of the his- 
tory of our churchy had th^ir peculiarities and di* 
vei*sities of opinion; which yet, however, did not 
prevent them ftom loving one anothej^ from com 
dially acting tog^Uer ; and; by their united pj-ayers ♦ 

and exertions, transmitting to us a goodly inheri- 
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tofice. Lef^ ua emulate -tlmr^nudd^ratiQii amWfor* 
beamcey and we may Eope*to be favoured with 
more than their success, . ~ 

The great adversary will, no doubt, be dis- 
posed to sow the seeds -of discord and division 
among yotf. But^resist him in this, as well as all 
his other insidious efforts/ Surely those who can 
come together on the greatprinciples of our pub- 
lic Standards, however Hiey may differ oto non^-^es* 
^sential points, ought not' to separate, or to indulge 
: bitterness or prejudice against each other* Dear 
7 brethren, Zef <Aer^ %e n0 divisions among ymf — 
but be perfectly joineA -together in the same miti2. 
and in the same judgment. Follow the things whicn 
, make for peace^ and the things wher^ yemay ^dify 
one another. Behold hoitn good, and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity ! Brethren^ 
fareivell^ love one another; for loi$e is ofGod^ and 
every one that Icveth is horn cf Ood^ and Icnoweth 
God. Be of one mind; live in peaee^ ofnd the God 
of love and of peace shall be with you.^ Amen ! 

* .• • . ' ... 

\ . 

Sect. 13. The"CfospelPlanrqfJheRev.W. 
C. Davis condemned, in 1810. - 

The overture from the Synod df the Carolinas, 
which had been laid on the table, refelring to the' 
Assembly an> overture laid before that Synod, re- 
jquesting tlieir attention, to a late publication by the 
!ftev. William C/ Davis, denomiliated ^^The Gros- 
pel Plan,'' was read ; and Messrs. Robert G. Wil- 
son, Calhoon and Anderson, were appointed a com- 
mittee to.examine said book, and report to this As- 
sembly the doctrines it contains, if any such they 
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fidd, that Me icoiittary to the^stati4i»rdisr of the ftfes* 
byterian churcli. 

The coBiBdttttee appointed to. review the book 
lately published by Mr. Davis, reported, iiudjhe 
report was, read; and each^ article separately was 
disQUSsed^ and. being proposed, was voted upon by 
the Assembly .^ - . / 

- This was followed by a resolution, which was 
laid on the table fprfutinre discussion, and conside- 
radon. , ' 

The report of the committee, anointed to review 
IMfe- Davis^s book, entitled "The Gospel Plan,'^ 
was agliin read ; and^ the vote being taken on the 
whole, it was adopted, and is as follows : r" . 

The resolution laid on the ttble in the morning 
was also adopted, And follows the report. 

The committee, presuming that^ complete and 
perfect enumeration of all the objectionable parts 
of said book is not expected, called the attention 
of the A^embly. (mly to the following doctrines, 
supposed to be contniry to the Oonfession of Faith 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

. Doctrine 1st. Thut the ai^tive obedience of Christ 
constitutes no pa^ of that righteousness by which 
a ^sinner is justified. ' Se^ pages of said book 25t, 
361, and 264, 3d corollary. ^ 

Doct. 2d. T^at obedience to the moral law W9.s 
not required as the condition of the covenant of 
works. See pages 178 and 180. • 

The aforesaid pages being read, it was on mo^ 
tion, Ueaolvedf That this Assembly do consider 
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^ Faltli of Old* church, - 

y ~ ' ■ '^^^ ■■ ' 

Y Doet ^» God himself k as firmly bimiid iu duty 

^ (uot obedienoe) to his creiituires, ius his cire^tures 

are houud in obedience or 4ttty to him ^ me paged 
I 164 and 166 i. also that God's will is not the stand* 
f;- ard of right and wrong. If God's will is the pri- 
i inary rule ^f his own actions, he would be^^ist, 
^^ .Entirely void qf holiness ;-T-3d. There cq^d he 
; no'iuS]tice in God j^— 3d.^ It would be impQssible 

for God to be unchangeable ;'^th. If the will of 
^ ' God is the standard of r%M amd w|oqg^~;#i^,it 

ii^oald be no infiin^ment pn tl^ #:!r^ chikradta^ 
, ~i^ be unfalliifiil to his vtwd and: pv^on^^Q. > S^e 

pages 16&*^171. These pages weyci readi 

Reaolveiiy That^ without deciding^ on the queE- 
tion whether th^se sentiments are contrary to our 
Confession ojf iFaith, the Assembly consider the 
mode in which they are expressed as unhappy and 
calculated to mislead the reade/. '^ * 

Doct 4. iGod eoftiM not make Adam^ m ai&y 
othet* creaiiire either holy oar unholy. See page 19% 
cemtpar^d'wlth 166. 



1^ \ Bo(^ S. Regeneration must be a eoosequeiiGe 
^v 4kf faith. Fakhr precedes regeaeratioii* Sh^ pa|^ 

^ ' ^052,:-* ; - • .--•// "■ ' ■ ' ' • ' 

f BocN;. 6« That &i|h^ in the ftr$^ act of % is not 

an^olyaci See page 39i8> &c * ; 

K The pages above refei^ed to being read, k wmt 

on motion? Me^^ilfffed^ That jtbe Assembly do jransi- 

^ der th^ l^re^ last mehUc^ie^ doctrinen cofttraiy to 

. ' the Coitfessitim of If aith ^ our churchy 
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Doet; 7. Thtct^oMii^^s inajr i^ intfiilly and 
^bitiially. B<^ pages 532 and 584. Thene pages 
were Fead. 

Resdvei^ That tke Assembly consider the ex- 
jpressions^ in the pages referred to^ ai very unguard- 
ed ; and so fitr as iaey intimate it io be the authored 
c^inion^ thai a p^son may live in a habitual iftud 
iQlowed sin^ and yet be a christian^ the Assembly 
considers them contrary to the letter and spirit of 
the Confession of JFaith of our churchy «nd^ in their 
tendency hi^ly dangerous. 

Doct. 8. If God has to plant all the principal 
parts of salvation in a sinner's hearty to enable him 
to beUe^^ Hie gospel plan is quite out of his reach^ 
and consequently does not suit his case^ and it. 
must be impossible for God to cotidetnn a man 
for unbelief; for no just law condemns or crimi- 
jDates any person for not doing what he {cannot dd. 

See page 418* 

This page and several others, on the same sub- 

jecty being read, Resohedy That the Assembly do 

consider this last mentioned doctrine contrary to 

the Confession of Faith of oiif church. 

On tile whote, Resolved^ That this Assembly 
caiinqit but view with disapprobation various parte 
^f the work entitled, "The Gospel Hau/Vof which 
William C. Davis is stated in the title j^ageto be 
the axithor. _ 

- la several instances in this work, modes of ex- 
pression are ailopted, so different^ from those whicli 
are sanctioned by use, and by the best orthodox 
writers, that the Assembly ccmsider them as .calcu- 
lated to produce useless or mischi^vous^ specula- 
tions. . > ^ 






r 






Tar^ •.■/>"> ^> ' ' "v ,>vr^^5*^ •^-•w-T'^'** *T . ■■--''^.- "-.jr'js 



-.a 



148 CQNKBSrSION 9J? FA1TH,.&C/ . j^PAJlT Y- 

In several oflter ipstaiices^ . tliere are lloctriiies 
asserted and advocated, as hayerbeen already der 
cided, contrary to the Gonfesi^on of Faith of our 
church, aiidthe wDrd of 6rod^ which doctrines the 
Assembly feel constrained to pronounce to be- erf 
very dangerous tendency : and th^ Assembly de 
judge, and herehy do ^clad-e, that tbe preacjiing 
bX publishing 4|iem ought /to subject the person 
or persons so doing to be dealt with by their re- 
spective Pi^edbylerfes, according to the discipline 
of the church relative to the propagation of errors. 
—Yoln, p. 334, 305/ 

.'.'■- . . . . ' • 

■ J- • ■ ' ' 

Sect. 14. Extracts of a letter to the Mev. Dor 

vid JBice, in 1804. 

* * . 

^ We do iiot say that' a liberal education -is abso^ 
lutely essential to a man's usefulness in the minisf- 
try ofthe gospel; but reiiiSon and experience both 
demonstrate its hi^ import<tnc^ and \itility ^ And-' 
where ignorant men are permitted to explain the 
holy scriptures, it onglit to be subject to the di- 
rection and control of others, of greater knowledge. 
Bni this j^ an order which it has not been thought 
:propar to adopt, in the Presbyterian church. - And 
the superior coniparative proi^perity and usefulness^ 
of our church, and that of our eastern brethren^ 
iwfaich is similarly constitaied, is a demonstration^ 
by no means equivocal, .of tjbe approbation and 
smiles of heaven upon us, in the exercise /of our 
present form of government and discipline.— But> * 
were our opinion on this subject different from what 
it is,. we cannot lawfully and conscientiously de- 
part from our present standards, tilj they be chang- 
edinan; orderly manner^ by the consent ^^ ma- 
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Jonty of &eFj?edbyt0iieii5^ 
of the GFe&eral As^f^KHibly. • -^-^ 

. Yod ,eiqpi?ess ymr apppeliedsicais lest, if cer&Hi 
miterate a»d uffi]|iuilified men should not be ad- 
mired to ti^ laimstTy of the ffloidpel among yo% 
they may mthdraw from the church, and b^wme 
thepromote?!S;of dai^eroufi schisB^, Weans3jrier^ 

* tire paiii of duty is a safe: path. So what i^ rights 
And commit the evfenl io ©od. If they oreineft 
irf such a spirit^ it is ^y a new proof that they 
are most unfit for the office to which they aspire. 
Parties created by them, will neither be important^ 
nor durable. But if the gaies of the church are 
opened- to weakness aiul ignorance; she will soon 
be overflowed with errors, and the wildest disof r 
ders. We shall _ bring thfr minigti^y into disgrace 
and contempt, wMchsho*ild be likathe^ priesthood 
of Aaron> without blcmisli.— If men are sincerely 
4esirous of promoting^ the glory of God^^let them 

jti|^]*st bestow ^e necesurary pains and time, to aCr 
quire the requiidte q^i^liftcations, for feecting and , 
leading the flock of Christ : let them be regularly 
initiated into the pries tfapod ; and not hasten to (#elr 
unhallowed^ fire on God^s altar. If they are sin- 
cerely desirous of doing good, let them do it in that 
^here, in which they appear destined by Provi** 
dence to i»0Te. In tXid evelry chriifeB, the poor-J 
est and the humblest, has ample scope to exercise 
Ms pious and beneyolent disposttionsy and4o exa;^ 
bis talents, wlmtever they may be«\ 

Notwithstanding the preceding reflectioils, it 16 
the opinion ei this Assembly^ thM where the fi^ld 
of labotip is too extensive for the ordinary and regu« 
lar minisky, certain assistants, 4ike the helps olr 
eatoelMts t£ tl^ j^dm^e ch^ais 
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I^ep restricUons and limitidiQn^^ be usisfiiilly employ'- 

ed/in instructing the young in the principles^ xA 

imt lu)ly religion^ and cotiducting the praying and 

voluntary societies of /private christtans. .^reat 

caution^ faoweya?^ ought io be used in employii^ 

such an ord^ of men; les^t an indiscreet xeal 

;should impel them to extravagancies which inay 

prove dishonourable and injurious to religion ; or * 

^ lest^l)eing lifted iq> with pride^ they cotne atlen^h 
to spurn the authority which has appointed them^ 
^create divisions in the churchy and mfjdldnto the 
condemnation of ihe JOe^ih In. dome parts of the 
church their utility might be very great^ while m 
otliers they; would prove not only useless but dan- 
gerous. It must be left solely to th^ regular and 
established judicatmes 6f the chui^h^ according to 
the circumstances which may. exist within their 
riespective lifnits/ to judge upon ihis subject. Bui^ 
wherever' it may be thought expedient to tesort to 
such helps^ we give it as /out advice that none bdp 
employed but men of prudent and ^(mie<2^minds^ as 

. ' well as of ^incei'e piety ; men who are humble, and 
willing, to submit to otdery-as^ well ad zealous^in the 
service of onr Lord Jesus Christ. JLet their duties 
be clearly pointed out to them^ and cii^cnmscribed 

' within pi'ecise linnts. And under th0 direction of 
the Presbytery, let them, as frequently as po^sible^ 
be visited, and their conduct inspected^ to i|ee how, 
far they are both able and &iihftil in ^i^oharge of 
the trust committeid to them/ They are not to b© 
considered as siandihg^^ officers in the church ; bijit 
may be appointed^ or removed, at the di£(cretion of 
^the Presbytery. But,- W any, upon full experience^ 
are found to possess uncommon talents,; aredOigent 
to acquire^ tbe^reqidsite qnalifieationft fbr j^^Sachiiag 
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the churcii^ they may, in time, purchase to them^ ^ 
iBs^v^ a gfMt iegrm^ psid be acknitted, accotdiBg ta 
flie regular ^oiix^e^vto the holy mitui(sAry«^ 

/Sfec#. 15. T5^e opinian of the ^iss^mbly in 
4 regard to immediate, ifnpidses and revelations 
from HeaveUp expressed tn a Pa^torat Letter cf- 

1804. " '■' ■ " ^- • ^v ' ' "' ^^' 

• ,' ' .'■ ••■••-. , ' .1 - ' . ■ • ■ /■ 

We strongly bear our testin^ony against those . 
.persons who pretend to immediate: impulses an^ 
revelations from heaven, those divine communica- 
tions which weire given only to the Prophets And ' 
Apostles, vWho were appointed by God to reveal t^^' 
mankind the way of eterni^l life* When men pre- ; 
sume that the holy spirit, contrary to the.establiish- 
ed Order of providence, ititerferes, by particular im- 
piilse, to direct them in all th^e common affairs of 
/life; when they deem themselves to be impelled by 
him, to particular aiits,., or particular reli^ous ex-^ 
, ercises, >! contrary to the establis]|ed oi;der of ther' 
Gospel^ and the obvious duties of the moment ;i 
wh^ finally, they pretend to miraculous ppwer3,' 
6r prophetic inftuences, and the foretelling of future 
events : alt &esQ arie evidences of a wild enthusi- . 
ibstijp' spirit, and tend, eventually^ to, destiny the 
aptfaority of the word of God, as J^he sole nile of 
faith and practice. * Vol; II, p. 66. 

^^et 16. Jlmendments to the Constitution. 

The Gommittee appointed by the last Ai^sembly^ 
^^to consider ti^e expediency of jpublishing a New 
Edition of the Gonfesdou^^ofF^ &c;. of th^ 
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.Chitrfch; to x^f^iter i^^ie^i* tofy and if angr^ 
.what ftltetutions oaghi to be made^ m^ the said 
.Coitfession of Faith^ ^0; and to make preparatory 
- arraagements cm.tiiis lud^ect/^. exMbited tiieir re- 
port. V _ . 

The Assembly.. ..having gone through the same 
by paragraphs/ and made several amendments, it 
" was adopted^ aSr follows : . 

' After a very serious attention to the subject com- 
mitted to them, your 'CoBamittee" have resolved to 
propose no alterations whatever, In the Confeshion 
of Faith and Catechisms of our <5hurch ; and are 
clearly of the opinion, ihat none ought to be at- 
tempted. ^ ' ;/ \ 

The creed of every church, as it ought to be de- 
rived immediately and wholly from the word of God, 
must be Considered as standing on ground, conside- 
rably different from that which supports the sys- 
tem of forms and regulatibns,'.by which worship 
shall be conducted, arid government administered. 
And, if it be once rightly settled, can never be al- 
tered with propriety, by any change of time or ex- 
ternal clrcumstantes of the church. 

Circumstances, indeed^ maiy reiuder itproper, iu 
deducing a summary: of fakh from the scripture, i6 
dwell more largely aad particularly on i^ome pointy 
at ott^ time,- than would be necessary jtt another j 
and every attentive and diligentreader of 0|tr staiid- 
ards will probably remark, that thq stale of vthe 
church, when our Confession and ^ Catechisnui 
were formed) was, in fact, the causetNiiltis^ pious 
and learned authors expressed their sentiments cift 
certain topics^ especiimy gndl a» rel|Ue tothe^^u^- 
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troversies between protesttofe and pipistsj niorlb^ 
largely than .would now be necessary^ tf the whole 
were to be formed anew. '&yA still, as those senti- 
itoents are, we conceive/ just in theiadelves, and as^ 
the particular delineation of theli can do no harm> 
and will sbmetini^s prpve a guide both to Jhfe Cler- 
gy and laity of Our comiiunipn, we cannot ;ivish to 
see any retrenchment rnade^ it would ^ve alarm 
to many of our people, who might suispect that thii? 
was but the introduction to iunovatiqiis of more im- 

t>ortance* And your , committee will take the. li- 
)erty to remark, that it is by no ^lieans to be consi- • 
deredASA vulgar or unfounded prejudice, when 
alarm is excited, by alterations and innovations in 
the creed.of a church. There are many reasons ot 
the most weighty kind, thai will dispose every inan 
ctf sound* judgment and accurate 6bsfervation,^^to re- 
gard a spirit of change in this pkrticular, as ah evil^ 
pregnant with an host of mischiefs. It leads the 
infidel to say, and with fipparent plausibility, that 
there can be no truth clearly reveafled in jscripture^ 
because not (July its friends, of various sects, but of * 
the same sect, pretend to see truths in it at^ne time, , 
which, at another, they discover and dfeclare to bfe 
falsehood. It hurts the mind of weak believers, 
by suggesting to them the same thought-^It de- 
stroys the confidence of the 'people generally, in 
those whomaidtain a system, which is liablj^ to 
constant fluctuations. Itviolates settled and use* 
ful habits — ^It encourages those who are influenced .. 
hj the vanity of attempting to improve what wise 
inen have executed, or by the md'e love of noveltyy 
to give constant disturbance to the church by their 
crude proposals of amendment-— And it is actiiajly 
found to open the 4por to lastinjg ui^easiiiess, conr 
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staBt alteroition; nkd^ finally^ toT th^-iidopfioa t/t 
errors^ a thou^nd fold more dangerous and hart* 
ful; tkan any-that shall h&ve been cotrected*~&i a 
word; what was true when our Confession and Ga« 
techisiM were fol|aeid> is true now — We believe 
that this truth has been most admirably and accu- 
rately drawn into view in these excellent perforin- 
ances. Tbey have -become venerable from their 
age.-^Our church has Sourished undev their infla« 
ence^; and we can see no treason to alter them. 
If there are few things (and few they must be^ and 
of less importam^e; if they exist at all) which it 
might be shown could be expressed more correctly, 
and in a manner lesf^ liable to objection, it ksr not 
proper, with a view to obtain this, to expose our* 
selyeslo the great inconveiii^ces aad injuries that 
have been specified; \ - n' 

Leaving then, ihe^ Confession qf Faith and Ca- 
techisms OT our Ghurcb untonched ; your committee 
took into consideration the Form of Government, 
Birectory for Worship, and Forms of Process. 
These (as has already been hinted) were consider- 
ed as standing on other ground tHan our creeds. 
The word of God, in regard to Chese, is much less 
specific and particular,^ than in articles of faith. 
Many things |n this part of a church organizatioii, 
are, and must be, left to christian prudence, and 
modified by the peculiar circumstances of religious 
societies, guided by the general lights which the 
scripture holds forth. — HerechurclHBs in one coun- 
try may^ and perhaps ought ^b,^ differ from those 
of another. We have already d^Fered very con- 
siderably from the church of Scotland, from which 
we derived our origin. And as it is difficult, per- 
haps^ snpo^sible, for any man, w )iedy of men, to 

•4.' •■ "* m '^ ' 
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ftiiticqiate idl &e circiimstance9 or cases wfaith ma}" 
tura up ia practice, uncler a general rule or law^ 
which is framed to provide for them, experience 
wiU point out soma ^irors and mas j deficiencies^ 
and thus may. surest many real amendments;^ 
am^idoiwts too, not liable 4o the most material 
olijections that have been stated in the former case. 
On this part of our ecclesiastical polity then, the 
work in some measure ei eurotcn kands^ the com- 
mittee have ventured to propose a considerabk 
number of amendments ; remarking, howev^, and 
begging that the remark may be particularly re* 
gai*ded, that the alterations proposed, are of such ^ 
anatui?e^ that if the whole of them should be 
adopted;; they would not alter, but only explain, 
render more practicable, and IMng n^rer to per- 
fection, the general system which has already gone 
into use. 

The committee, havins thus shortly detailed to 
the Assembly the principles by which they have 
been governed, (and which they wished to do for 
their own Justification, as well as to fulfil so impor- 
tant a part of what they considered thetr duty,) 
have only to call the attention of the Assembly to 
the alterations proposed ; leaving it to such mem- 
bers of the committee, as are also members of the 
Assembly, to explain the reasons, on which the 
proposed alterations have been offered.. ^ J . 

Here followed the^ proposed amendments which 
were all adopted, by the ^esbyteries. This fact 
having bee^ ascertained ftioiE t^i? i^ortsf, the 
Assembly, passed the follo^ng re^hitioa ia 1805. 

^esolved^ That th^ i^uslees' of iho General As- 
sembly be requested loxtuke measures for publisb* 
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i66 CONFESSION 03P FAITH, &€• |>A48r V. 

ing a niew edition t)f &ie Coaf^ion of Faith and 
Gatechisms ; the plan of .goyemm^t, disciplini^ 
*ncl directory for worship, of the- Freigbyteriftn 
church in these United Btotes. Atxd whereas all 
' the amendmi^ts proposed by last Assembly^ liave 
been approved by a: majority of the Presbyteries ; 
and thifd approbation certifii^ 1>7 tbcm in writing to 
this Assembly ; : 

JResoivedy That the Trustees cause the' said 
amendments to be incorporated into the l^lan of 
Government and Discipline ; secure the copyright, 
and draw warrants, from time to time, for the sums 
of money which may be necessary, for carrying 
on and finishing the work,-^Tol, BE* p. 123. — 

1805: / 

• '"•■■ 

' 1 r- 

Sect* 17. Jin alteration made in the ratio of re- 
presentation from the Presbyteries^ in 1819. 

The Presbyteries were called upon to repc»i; on 
the subject of the averture sent down by the last 
General Assembly, proposing ah alteration in the 
Gonstkutipn, in the following words : 

1. Mesolvedf That it be recommended to the 
Presbyterie?! to alter the ratio of rejpresentation by 
substituting in Chap. XI. Kect. 2, the word nine 
for the word six, and the wor^ eighteen in place of 
the word twelve. 

2. That the I^c^sbyteries be required tp send up 
to the next Greneral Assembly theii^ respective de- 
cisions on the question submitted to their conside- 
ration in the above Aesolu£ion. 
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Re{»6ri» on tliis iSttb|ec^&om the Mtowiqg f^> 
byiieries wer^ received iu limting, decldring their 
. eottcarrence in tke jpcxiposed aioendmeni: vi^. Kia* 
^ara, Ontario^ Onondaga^ Oayuga^fieiievay Bath^' 
Goluiabia, Londonderry^ Hudso^^ Newto©, Long-^, 
Island^ Jersey, ' New-Bmnswick, Oneida, Phila- 
delphia, Nortlkinriberland, Huntingdon^ Erie, 
Lancaster, Portage, Grand Biv^, Hartfor4, Ohsb^ 
* Winchester,, Hanover, Lexington, Washington, 
Orange, Goncordt^^Trari0ylvania> Harmony, Mis- 
sissippi, lifianii, Fa^eit^ville, and Bichlaiid :-^^ 
Wliereupcm the ^neral Assembly did, and here- 
by do> declare that the^ above mentioned amehd- ^^ 
ment of tke eoimfibition has been duly and constitii- ' 
ti(Hially made^, ^^ - - v ^ 

Sect. 1$. Persons styling themselves,, Thk 
CuM)3£|iLANir Presbytery. ' 

The committee to which was referred the con^ 
sideration of the manner in which certain perscms 
should be treated, who formerly belong^ to the 
late Cumberland Presbytery, and who since the 
dissolution *^f said Presbytery <^ontinue to styles 
fthemselves );he Gumberland Presbytery, reported: 
and their report being r6ad, was adopted, m\A is as' 
follows : t?2)». 

Th^^t those persons were und^r the censure of 
the church at the time of their constituting jis a 
^Presbytery— *that ttiey h^d neglected to take the 
regular steps' fbr the removal of that censure—^ 
that they ei'ected themselvesr into a judicatory con? 
. trary t6 the rules oT our discipline— ithai the grounds ,^ 
of their s^aration from lis wt^re, thiU^e would > 
m!9t relax oior discipliiie^ and sjirreBder some im- 
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Mrttai 4o6faE%]»€» of^^i^ 

Meaohedy That tke nfores^aiil fKersaim be viennrad 
as having d^tiinbd no i^tkority h^ms^ ya^ i^-ts^^i^fi 
V discipline^ er a^iiiister ;th^ cui^Baiice^M J;he 
[) ^ * churchy and that 0i»^ jr^ular tneadbefs eanni^ t^^ 
V, « Avitiith^m as i^%ad;^ but onlya^k^vidaa^ 
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^ect: ±9. ' fplmt edition df^^^ Confession <f 
JFaithte be purckmed. '; ' : ' 

.^ Whepismr 111^9^^^ faa^is hi^eft itiferaieir/ 

thai M» w^more unaiathodsed ^iians/ (rf thiB Oob- 
jTessioii xtf Fai& a^d the iam ol^||9¥ie»:»^ieBt a^ 
di^ciplmet^f this.chin^h> have>beeii published witb- 
in a ^hort ^riod; ^ . c ", 

- . ^ Jb6so{««i2, T^h^ ^ Geoi^V Assei^M^ cannot 

f ^ t^cogipze as adcorfi^^ or reconimead to the thiirch- 
^' / ed und^p their caare, any^ditioff of.ftie sfajd C5en- 
t fession of Faith^ ^dilishe^ igaHoe that wbich ^^'as 
, printed b^ Bobect Aitken, i» the>yeiiir ilWJ j An* 

^ , ; der lie dktction of the fiheneral il^i^^mbly : and tiw 
:^ . Assembly would ftiitfaer dedari^ iB the chmchas in 
/their cominimion^ tl^at no editidn' of tfarisidid Oon^ 
; fession of Faith ou^^ -in- future^ to be purcha«d 
"or encouraged by theni, except such as nsay ba 
published by th6 authority of the Asseinbly. 
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OPTHE MISSIONARY FUND. . :^ ^| 
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iS(0^* i.. JBeao2f^fio92« 601 the subjjeot^ in iJOi^ 







^Qrmmittee appointe^d to d^viae a method to « 
raifUB ^ar^rjnaoeat Cund for the support c^ Mission- - 
aries and for th^. otlii^ purposes of the General 
Assembly^ made 4iie following report : viz^ * 

.-The committee of finance beg leave Jo report, 
that.in ,the opinion oC your coiiimittee the common 
expeiises<<tf the (^eiieral Assembly^ and of 8Up]por« 
ting its m^sionarieg^ ought to be made a common 
burden^ and equalized as far as possible ; that fot 
this pui^^ose a general and ^permanent arrangement <r 
ousht to be made on this subject : they^ thewfwe> - ^ 
sulimit the|pdil0wing refi^^ V ^ 
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160 ^ e* 'I'HE FUNDS, ^C- [>A»T VI. 

^mkteA i«L That it be enjoined M Hie seve- 
ral Presbyteries subordinate io ihie Assembly, ttiat 
tbey take eJBtectual measiires to collect money aa- 
ou^lly from all ihe churches under thdr jurisdio: 
tion, asd to forward the.«ame yearly to the treasurer 
of the General A^isembly^ with the nanle and state 
of their churches settled and vacant,^ and the sum 
i^ceived from each. 
. 2. That the several Synods use their endeavours 

, to promote this collection \ and that for this tpur- 
pose they annually call the Presbyteries of which 
they are composed to account and inquire into their 
diligeoce herein.^ The Presbyteries shaH do the 
like with respect to thek members, as often lus ec- 
casio^Hiay cequire. . ^ ^ 
' 3. That the monies so collected shall be placed 

' in ote fund, and appropriated to defraying the ih* 
cidental expe^$es of the General Assembly and 

^ the expenses of the. commissioners at a reasonable 
allowance to each, according to the ^«tance from 
which he corner— rprovided, that the ssm allowed 
to each commissioner shall not execed one dollar 

. Ibr every forty miles in coming to imd returning 
from the Assembly, arid half a dollat* per day for 
his expensi&s daring the time> he shall attend his 
duty in the Assembly : andiwh^eas, this Assembly - 
has it much at heart to supjily with the means of 
eternal life, the multitudes, who are ready to per- 
ish on the frontiers of tha United States, and have 
already adopted temporary expedieiUs for that put<- 
pose ; atid as the demand is l}kely tp be perma* 
nent and should be supplied by permanent fiinds ; 
therefore. Resolved j 
4. That the SyiM>d of Virgiiiia arid of the Carp-- 

Hias^ continue to prosecute the plans for this pur- 
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^ dimct^ aadaHQwaiioe of thi& G^a^iral 4:sseni^ 
l»)jr ; 'imd acooaiit annually lor lAieir condat^t^ ka^ 

5, Thui thefhiesbytedes cof)»p0siB^tlie Sjnodfir 
of Ne^lTioik aad Heir J^h9ey> aud that of Bhilai 
delffMa^iise ^^ir^^t v^deavoMs^ tofefiMard y^ariy 
to ^e gei^eral ireaiurer a eollectioti front^each of 
their chiorctic^ gettleA tod vacanV ^rt<4i a» accotint 
4rf tl^ »amai?ec;eiiVed from eacli ; a^ that thbseBy^ 
nods be eajoiniid to Be& that the said Fresbytems^ 
do thoir duty in *fes^ct to- this €oilectt<Hi. Th^ 
fimd theiieig aridltiig to he applied ta the support of 
jdis9Jdi|ario(» to pi^taeb the gospel^ aigasd^e church* 
es, a^d administer ordi&anC0s on thc^ {rbntieii'^itrte 
cef the Uidt^d States^ aud to, no oth^r p iirpOse what-^ 
^er^j «ave^ that ©fich fu»d shall fee eq[ually pharged: 
tl4th the expense of the hecessary priutiBg done by 
0rd^:»^f the iSi^i^aL Assembly^ ^ - - , 

6. This Assembly^ presunung on the eoncu|r- 
rfenoe of iti»si}€ce»$0i% do r^sd^^^ .lastly^ tha^t there 
sihall be printed annaally^ or as often as shall fae^' 
thought expedieilt/ a-statement of the receipts aqd 
Bxpenditutes arisihg from said Gollectioiis ; - in 
which shall b^ detailed aU the cfaurcheis settled ind 
vacant^ the 4mm, (if any) received ' from each, for 
what pui^se received, and how applied; And that 
«ach Presbytery shall be fuimshed wi^ at least as 
niany co^es as ther& are ehurehes subordinate 
thereto, to^be transmitted to tibe ehuretes for their 
information and satisfaction^ AH: which is sub- 
Tttittedj^c.-— VoL I. p. 38-40. 
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Beet i. A Plan for mmiapng the fmiai jpto- 
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V 1^2 .^P THE FlfNOS, &€• - » [PAJir y? • 

jj * The Assettio!y.Te$um€d_the cooflsidei^tioi^' of iSs^ 

'^ eiabjects contained in the communicatioaof ibe cor- 

pv * poration for managing ihdir f un ds^ and agreed that 
Ihe following pbjects deserve connsideration : mz. 
^ 1st The gospelizing of the Indians onihe fr(m- 
[j tiers of onr .country----K;QMfiBcl5Bd wU^ plan, for 

T^^, their civilization^ the want of whicli, it is believed, 
has been a great tause of the faihire of fcnwier at^ 
4;em]>ts to spread Christianity amotig tiiem. . The 
^ t ideas of the president of the .corporfttion> delivered 
in his addres at their first meetings Would on this 
point deserve a serion^s attention^ - 

2nd. The- instruction of th^ tiegroe^^ the poor 
and those .who ^re destitute of tjie ineansof. grace 
f ' in T Jhous parts of tliis extensive cottntry : whoever 
j . epntemplates the situation of this numerous clasd "* 
\ of-perSQUS in the United States, their gross ignor 
f ranee of the plainest principles of religion^ their im- 

'<*" ^ morality and profaneness, their vi^es and dissolute- 
I ness of manners, must be filled with anxiety ibr 

^ - . their present welfare, and above aU for thjfir future 
I and eteriial happiness. .; - 

£h ^ ^3d; The purchasing and disposing t)f bibles ;. and 

also of books aind short essays on the grea^ princi- 
4)les of reli^on and inorality> calculated to impress ^ 
the iQinds of those to whom they are given with a 
sense of their duty both to God and man, and ccm- 
sequently of such a na4;ure as to arrest the attention^ 
intereH the curiosity and toutch the feelings of those 
.to ^h^m th^y ase given. 
L . 4th.. T^^e provision of a fund for the more com- 

\^ plete instruction of candidates for the g<^spel minis- 

^ try previously to their licensure. The want of this 

having been a subject of general inconvenience, it 
'f would deserve consideiratiQi^ whether it would not 
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be Im^A eiLsy awd pfacticlt^le.ta afipmiit n 9Miber 
.^f prcribssOTs of^heologj:^ (p^thaps one in each fiiyr? 
nod^) ta whoB& the ciindida^iea might resort as a Htat** 
ter of cHoiee> tbmgh not of necessity ; which pi'o* 
fessOTs might iiamediately he i»*ovided With a suit-i 
ahle library, (the property (tf the corporatiop,) a,|id 
rec^ve a.^nall salary, to he aupsented as theiir 
laboors iticrease and thb fipds ^re extemled« Jt 
would bi^ a most desirable extensiottv of this plan, 
if the funds could be^ rendered .adequate to furr ^ 
nish partly ^r whplly.th^ means of ;sdl^|^stence to . 
the caiididates for the ministry who may need such 
assistance, during the timet of theil* attendance oa 
the professors/ .-< .. - . ~ ^ 

As to the means and methods by which the funds 
necessary to the compassing of these objects may , 
be provided, the following ideas are suggested : » 

1st, The^ continuance of the annual , contribu- 
tions which a;re no w .ordered^ and which, it may be /:, 
fairly presumed, will be abundantly inore prouuc^' 
tive than they now are, when it is known that the 
objects^bere specified are in the view of the A«- 
semhly. For it has been found by experience that 
there Is among the people generally a great readi- 
ness and fraedpm to coa^ibute, ^,nd that with libe^- 
rality, to. the promotion df every plan calculated tO ■*' 
spread the gospel amoi^ thpse who are deprived of 
iUi blessings. - : . , . 1 * 

2nd. The appointment of two or more suitable 

persons to travel through the country to solicit and 

.receive donations for the purposes that have beea 

menti5ned.-— The expenses of such persons io be 

paid them, a small ciMsipendatioii to be allowed 
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pits during, tbek absence ta be provided fi»*. - The 
^ prospect of a xf^ consideraUe aiigtt^yQtffticm of- 
[ #1$ fuiads^ if thi» lamsuf e were ad«^d> af^ieari^ 
^ flattering. ^ ^ : 

i 8d. iTie aM that iMy be reaso 

froili; per^^ons «f property/ piety and bene'f^tdesce 
cjOQtributiBg^ by testaaieiit^y ^equMs^ «i»d ^moli^ 
cited doiiafto0fi^ (afl€ar4be exa^^leaf the piteiaident 
ol ihe c^rporatioB^) to tbe protoitioir of such iffipor* 
taiit; and interesting objects as^ those whii&h are bmeo 
d^ilei^ ; ' - - ^ ^ > 

p 4thi It is iH>t impossibles^ nor perhaps lAiproba- 

blev that if e^^perietice^houM demoii^trate the prac- 
ticability and UtiUty of the measures cbAtei»pbited^ 
s > the people of the PreaHbyferian denomination- migU 
g^QLei^ly he^ ^jersuaded to make an, aflnnal doiHi- 
tion (say 25 ceirts each^ to render them mnre exten- 
ts stvely ejBfective; )uidthis of 4tself would go- very far 
towards providing a^fund adeqiiate to all the ex-, 
penses contemplated^^ / -^ 

In connexion with, what fias already been, stafedj^ 
the following ideas deserve attention.^. 

Isl. Tliat not the least alteration is wished or 

contemplated in the plan already in operafion f« 

sending missionaries to the frontiers. - This plan 

fe both oisefnl and popular* All thut shall be at- 

kr.. tempted is to be considered as additional to it. 

1^ ^ 2^. That in wnsistency witib this, it may 4e- 

F serve S€a*kms consideration whether for ^ inisstruc- 

H^ Hon <^ ^the Indians, the bladk people, and ofiiji^ 

I? ^ persons nnacquainted witib the principles of oiup 

H^ holy refiglon^ an order o/ men under th« diiiraeter 

L, _ - . .. ._ j» » . ^. ^ ».< ■»• . . ^- . M. . ,^- T.- 
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CUA»f 1.1 THa MJ38IOKABY ISXmVf, ^ 168^ 

^ x."' ** ., '• 

of eiiadiifits iiMgfat sot H wstitutedy finm amoi^ 
men of piety and^good sense^ but without a liberal 
education* : Not that'tbese men should be clothed' 
"With clerical functions^, but that they confine them-/ 
selves to the private in«^ction of those among 
whoin &ey «.re j^ent^.togetjiei: wHh occasional ad- 
dreiises ^^ a rell^^ous kind, made-to colkctidfifiMiS 
people that may ftssemble for this, pui^poi^^ and 
leading the devotional ex^ds(!s amoi^ them ; and 
this with a view to prepare the way rot. a few re-r 
gular a^ oi^ained inlnisters to follow after them 
to or^aiii3!;e qfaurphes and administer ordinances* 

Thd eatechists shall be. carefiiUy examined by 
the Presbyteries to whose bounds they most natu- 
rally beloqi^t i^ regard tu their" qu&Ufipfttions for 
th& work to be assigrted thein $ ^ey -shall have a' 
c^rtiftcate of such examination, and the recommen-"* 
datlon of th» I^esbylery where it h^ss been taken ; 
they shall be directed bjr the *Pi?esbytery where 
they are to labor ;, and^ withcnit a compliance with 
these directions^ thfiy shall not be considered as au- 
thorized to act in the m^ner here contemplated; 

Ordered^ That th^s foregoing statement be pub- 
lished in the extracts of minutes for the current 
year, that the judicatures and pieonle at latge undei: 
the care of the Assembly may be acquainted witji; 
the views and wishes of their highest ju(iicaturet 
But the Assembly neither judge \t expedient them- 
selves to attempt to carry into immediate effect all 
that is here su^ested^ nor to urge^in their judica- 
tures and people to attempt it. Some things only 
that are here specified will be entered on by this 
Assembly ; and the judicatures and people mil 
judge for themselves what other objects it may 
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I ^ pfop^ foi* ■ tfcem voluiifiarily to tegatM. Jk i» 

L ^ llowever cc^sideir^d ekpedient fey tbe Assemlbly,' 

€^ &ai !fto catechbts shrald be sent ot^^ till a fitrtber 

^ oi4er ofi £be^ sUbject^be issued by ito Cite&ear^d As^ 

The ad Areas ^ihe president df the roirpotalron 
7^1 0f the Gt^neml Assembly delive»Bd to tfce boai^l, 
^jhaving be^Br i»ead yestewiay,: oA metioii: Yemln^ 
ihat 1& tha^k^ of Sii^ %o«tse be p^m t^ hiai fw 
tile informa^n contaiutd^ fki the said addreis, 
J?fes(?^rf, That Df • Gre«ft> ^^ the 

f« Jlev. Joseph Clark, William Hill, Kdbert Oath- 
€^rt aM Woodhun of NewtsHti, or, |& ip^se Jdf his 
fkUure,^B^yd.j George JB'aitoul^ be $^ppoiBted to 
solicit doiiatioBLiii b^ehalf of Uie tpustees,of the ©ei^ 
eral As^eiiibly #iri^ tb^ ;:ens4;p^ year^f und Ikat 
theu* exp^es bepwd, bytheiiaid tx^ist^s^ il«4 
#Leit coffipcaisatioa.be ]Di«46.^oiit of Jh^ ^9^^^^ :.*f 
be by them coUected r.That eadi ifrftl^.Presbyie- 
)ries to which the ^a|d t^ersons )^oi^, take xarder 
r - to sutpply their pulpits m i%m ^mm- \ That the 
members iof this Assembly .generally, a^nd all the 
energy of our denoipiiia^tion withiii our'bound^, do 
. aid the exertions of those who shall go on this basi- 

r ness. That these orders however, be not consi- 
I " dere^ as extending to the Synod of the CaroUnas, 
[ /^ iiof to the commission of the Synod of Vir^niii west 
I of the Alleghany mpuni^tins ; but that the brethrea 

S -^^ eomprebe^ed in t^is exception, be, and they are 
:^ hereby, directed to hriijg those objects distinctly be-. 
\ fore the judicatures and individual ministers tmder 

their care, ajrHl take puch measures to advance the 
purposes sp^ified as to themselves shull appear 
b?st, and mafee-an accurate report thereeu to the 
next General Assembly. 
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jliidsw^ take meai^re^ Iw appoistbig^ agento 
^lliixL their boiiiEds respectively for the poi^se of 
tnki^ Buhser^tions and reeemug fnoiiey iar the 
fiiads of the Geneval Asdenbly. — ^YoL I. p. 235^ 

Sect 3t Annual coUectioM remmmendedf in 
1804. ' * 



».-~- '■ 



Resolved^ . That it tie recommended 16 the Pres«- 
dyteries^ to continile their eixertiotis to procure and^ 
ftarward annual collections from the churcheTs un- 
der their care ; and that those who have been in any 
measure deficient pay a special attention to this - 
mbject. If toeh ic^ngregation shall punc1»ally make 
one annual collection, ^^ as tlie Lord hath prosper J- 
^d Ihem/' and seasonably forwaxd it to the. Tree- 
surer; and if this uniformity shall have grown into 
habit, <Jie labqir of Assemblies and Presbyteries 
will be diminished ;^ the complaints of the forward 
against the deficient Ghiirches will cease ; and seed 
will be sown which will bring forth' fruit unto eter-. 
nal life. - On the fund which is Supplied by these 
fr^ will offerings/ depend the Missionary tlTortsbr 
the General Assembly. Never Was there a time 
. when the cails for Missionary labours.were so lou^ 
and so freijuent ; and never was there a time whm 
the ^ Ubpurs of love for the sbuls c^ meuji, promised 
such an ample return.— ToL XL p. 4Su 
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I '^ Jl0^i?i^> T^^ tte Assembly Bttn^ly r^offi* 

I 4. Miend to tKe i^esbytferies, the Chu^ 
f Missiohary Associations^ to pers^^ere in ^he nio^tt 
p zealous and vigbrdus . exertions fblr increasing the 
^ fiinds appropriated to Missions ; knowing by expe- 
? . rience^ as well as by faiifti in God^s word^ that ili 
this all importai^ concern^ tii>eir laboiipr of We is 
not in ya^ Ux the Lord. IHie fields di^manding 
niissionary cultivation are rapidly^widemng bM<»« 
ns; lieralds of the gospel we fnr&ished for the 
•work in greater tinmbem thunfeitteriy rand every 
C'j thing: {^romif^ a , rich hiurvest of s<^ls ga^ 

f" . ^ thered front amongst metii tnto the kingdom of our 
Redeemer. ^ 
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. Sect, 5, BistrueH^Binte^ari fe d^^feo^oaw 
, 1^ the Sssembtycf ±si%' / " 

MesQhedf ^ : 

34 That all tlie Prtesbyteries bej and they are 
itereby, reqtiestfed to a;dppt measares for the t^^king 
Up of collectioiis in all their congregations^ for the 
Misskinary Fund^ tigrceably to repeated instruc- 
tions of the Assembly* 
\ ^ ^'\ 4th.' That it be, and it Is Jiereb^ recommehded td 
all tJie Pi^byteries and congregations; in making 
» drid disponing of collections for the'Slissibnary and, 
• Gommission^rs' Funds, to appropriate a due pro- 
tr ^rtjon to each Fund; and also that the congrega- 
tions avoid cemMning these important objects with 
any other that may require a considerable propoy- 
. tion of the collections intended for the)n# 

5th» That the ^ Presbyteries be, «^d they are; 
beieby> Isleraiod^ that they ai^ not to cwsider the 
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from ilie duty of takuig up colleci^iis fi»r the Asr 
MHibly's Mia»i&n»y Fuird. , ^ 
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Sect. !• ttesolutionsi on the subject^ in 1801. 

X HE Assembly tesuiiiied the consideration of the 
communication from the Trustees of the General 
Assembly; and having gonie through the same, 
ihffr^xiQonyBesolved^ 

1. That &e monies obtained in Qonsequehce of 
the system adopted by. the Assetiibly pf last year, 
for soliciting coniribuijions for the support of mis- 
^sionaries^ and fdr other objects specified in their 
act^ and all 8uch n^onies as may be herei^fter re- 
ceived for the same objects^ (except the customary 
annual collections; which it is hoped wil? still 
* continue to be made as usual,) be regarded as k ca- 
pital stock, which shall, at no time, be broken in 
upon or diminished; and that it be Tested, agpraea- 
my to a veeomm^gndation herein afieit made, w«e- 
cure aiid amnanent fundsT 
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2. TliJil Ihe inlaxst oulj ariiing from ||,,W 
pital, logMher Kitli ihc anuusl collcrtiuDu 1 
olhor aoiMtiom made iviUi Ihe expims desi'»ii w 
Uieir bcmg exppniled witlim the joar, he niinl„v„l 
In suppoiUug Missiimaries, in prcinaEaUi's "llie 
Gnsncl among tlic Lidian*. inslractinR Ihc Ma* I 
people, ami w pmTba»ing pions l,ook« to Ih! d 
■• riboted among tbe poor, or in mainUinine, vh 
1 le Asuembl.v shall Ihink lliemsclws coniBeteiitli 
IhB object, Theological School,, and fo. s,rcbolli, 
pcou« ami benevolent porposcs as may hercatto I 
deemed expedient. 

,. ^- J'"'*' '" ""''■'■ '» encourage farther conlrib 
tions for the pious ends heretofore mentioned, 
lo satjafj the public mind with regard lo the « 
and faithful application of the monies already < 
tamed, the Assembly will pulilish joarlv. ala 
with their printed extract*, a full aud'parliVnlar > 
count of all the coutrilmtiuns received, and of i 
appropnalimis made Vol. I. p. 265. 266 
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(Sect 1, .5 Ptaa for vaising a fiimd afUyptei 
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A HB Presbyteries were called tipon to report W 
the plan for raising a fund for decaying the ex**- 
penses ol Commissioners to the Assembly/ propo- 
sed and trn^nsmltted by tbe last A^ssembli^ to the 
Presbyteries for theii* consideratioh ; and from their 
reports it appeared, that a majority of the Presby^ 
.teries had approved of the plau** Messrs. linn^ 
Matthew Brown, Kamper, Ely,* a^d Blackbiirif, 
werci appointed a committee fo take the reports into 
consideration, and yftx^ directed fo report as soo^ 

as convenient. / . - 

p ■'■■■■ ' , . _ ■> . 

" The report of the committee appointejj to cousin 
der the plan for ro^ising a fund for defraying the ex- 
penses of Commissioners to the Assembly, was re- ^ 
sumed^ and the reading of it by paragraphs .was .' 
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l^'AfBAi Tbfi. repQfrt being anilfiided ijitas ad^pte^, 
and is as follows ; 

^ 1, S^solvedy That as the Gei^yal Assembly is 

|» '^ ndi only the supreme judicature, but the^e^^eniml 
f b&nd of union of the Presbyterian church, in the 
f'l ' United States of A«]ierica, k is e^ual]^ incum- 
bent on ^Bvery part of that Church to^ maintain 






L ^ its ^xistenee tind respectability, and to bear a 
f just proportion of all tlie expense necessary to that 






r. end. 

I 51. MesohM, That tl^ practice ^hich has M-' 

^ tlierto obtained, of each Presbytery defraying the 

0xpense of its own commissioners to the Assembly, 
or permitting commissioners to bear the whole, «r 
a large part of their own expenses, is not equal 
f'. • oir just; inasmuch*, is^ it obliges the remote Pr^- 
^ byteries, and their commissipneirs, 1» bear a btir- 

\ .- .dejij Uaany times ? gref^ter- than that which, falls g«i 
F 4hos4S near to i^e |ilace at ' which tjife General 

"^ Assembly cony6n^ j when the duty ^ to be liis- 
charged by both is precisely the: same, and might 
not tp be more oppressive to one than to the others 
r* therefore, - . > 

\: S^ Resdved. Thai a fund be constituted, undw 

t the directiop of the Genex'al Assembly, to- which all 

\ parts of the church shall contribute, and out o| 

f v; which all the commissioners ^o the Assembly 

► .. shall fee punctuaJily paid, agreeably to an equitable 

f '' eistimate of the expenses necessarily incurred by 

r «eacli/ ' • - -v . • ^ ' 

• , ■ .» , - • 

i4u JResohed^ That this fund^shall never be blen- • 
ded with thatwhich is already established and ap- • 
propriated to missionary purposes ; but that the As* 
sembly do hereby pledge themselves to keep these 
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twoTand^, at altifmes, entirely geparate and dis- 
tiftet ;^o that they shall Hot^^ 6n any occasioti^ make 
even « temjjforary^^anght oitthe onej^ to supply the 
deficii^Hces of the other/' - "^ - . -. -^ 

5. "jRefsofoei?, That e^ch commissioner to the* 
GeiierJil A-Bsembly shall receive^ out of the commonf 
fiind/ two dolfes for every thirty miles which he 
sh^U neceskarilv travel, in coming to and in return-; 
nirig from the Assembly ;-— and if in an j^ year, th6 
fnnd be hbi adequate to pay all the commisstoriers 

* at this rate, Another ratio^ to Which thfe fund shall 
be adequate, ^fiall be asisumed, ageeeably to which, 
each member shall be paii* stcCordijpig to the dis* 
llgtnce he shair travel. .. v> . . 

6. ResoMedjf ;That ali;the corigregations, under 
the care 'of the General Assembly, contribute pe- . 
cuniary aid to the fund herein contemplated, either 
by raising an aCnnuaV contribntion, expressly and 
whplly for this fund, or by endeavouring to extend 
the contHbution already ordered for the Missionary 
fund, and theh^ makiug an equitable division be- 
tween the two funds. : ^ . >- 

7- ResdiedyThktmihm^ congregations, where 
only one contribution is made, the session of each 
congregation may divide siad contribution and de- 
termine what part of the sum contributed j^hair ^ 
to each fund re^ectively ; but if any session shfll 
not make and teport to Presbytery, a £fisioh tat 
the contributioii ^ierein oMered, the Presbytery 
(sAali divide the contribntion of such cOngiregatioii, 
ftritf assign to each fun^ the ^propnrtion thereof 
"which they isha.!! judge eqiritabte. ^ 

8. Resolvedyl^hai ev^y IfresEi^teify be carefiil, 
annuaill^ to i^i^ forward ,lby theit cdmmissionei*^ 
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^ Jo tke ^S^emeral Assefm Wy, the sums wkich , %baXk 

[ hiLve been coliected witfain tbe jMrnndf of eacli 

Presbytery yesp^tiveiy, foy the eouamisjsioii^s^ 
\^ ftm^ 5 ^T^»i^ sfc^i fee paid into the Kandfr^fihe 
treaswer itf the triistees of the Assembly : wd. the 
fiaid trustees are hereby re%iiested*^to direct th^ir 
treasurer^ ^annually at a^ early period of die 9es> 
sionis^ to present to the AsseM^ 
ceived froM each Presbytery^ and (as far as may 
be practicable, ) from every coiigregation within the 
same. ', , - , * •- • --,. ,,v. '■ ' . . •>• 

r 9/ Resolv^y That the AsseBibly shall a^mnalljr 

r inquk-e of the commissioners from each Presby- 
tery^ what has been done the year past> in the 
bounds of thie Presbytery to wMch the oommis- 
sioners respectively belongs tocdfry into .effect the 
1^ ^ :^ design of the Asse^mbly in these resolutions. 

10. Memlved, That whereas ii is manifestly in- 
equitable tliat those parts of the chuixh^, which v^ill 
not contribute to the important dbjefct of these re- 
sdlutions, shoujd receive benefit from the contribu- 
tions of others ; if it shall appepir, on inquiry^ that 
finy Presbytery has been inani|festly inattentive to 
the duty hereii^ enjoined, so that the congregations 
^ J generally, within its bounds, shall noit have raised 
t^heit reasoimble proporlion of the sum necessary to 
constitute and suppoH' the commissioners^ f^nd ; 
I ^ t^e cQmmissioners ft'om the. Presbytery sball^^ for 
If the year in which such; manifest itai^ttention ami 

1^ deficieacy shall apjiear, receive obt of the commis^^ 
, sioners' fund, only the sum which they Ji«ve con- 

^ trUiuted to it:-::sat all times, however, the General 
^ * Assembly ^ill pake a candid allowlinefe for tho^e 
y ^chxumstai^cei of a,py , Presbyti^pes or pongregk? 
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tioti^^ wlndi ioagnt^ iti equityy to^ f^te ihe ibh^ 
p^ia^oas d^ Btttch pecu ftiaTy a^id fi*om their exw* 

' JKesoZtjeeiy That^ if it sjiall happen" in'^pro^^ 
ef time^ tfaat4;)ieiiJHad raised5.iae0B^ 
resolu^i^s, shall exeeed theJBiom Beoess^ry to s»- % 
€iire the paymeiifof ^ the expenses of the Ootomk- 
sionerg^ ^ tlie €9srpliif&, shall (at the end of^very fifth ' 
year,ii»ckojiin^fl?oni the -first year ^^^ * 

shall Qoopr,^ he paid into the Mis^onary fi^pd j ^n^ 
that ilk di^^singv of this surptns, 4he Asi^elnbly , 
will remit to the sf^yei'al Sy ih]mI^^ thitt i^an 
missionary htisineBs separately 9 their proportion of ' i 
snch aurpljtis^ to be det^mined by the ration of th^ 
respective conMhutioni^ to this fond. 

R^hedf That U be, and it lyereby is^ ^mestly . 
reqopkmended nofeonly tg all the Pres^byteries, biit 
to all the ministers und^ the cai'e of ihe 0eneraj 
Assembly, to endeavour to explain to their peoples 
thfe equity, the importance and the necessity of 
contributing^ to the Commissioners' fund:— show- 
itg them, that without spiiited exertions to raisf^ 
money for this fund, there is imminent danget that 
the harmony of our chnrch will he destroyed, and 
its capacity of acting in concert with eJSciency, iik 
all its great and interesting measured for promQtins 
the gospel, will speedily be terminated* — Vol. |p 
p. 221, 224. \ 
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B^M* 2. M$nmjunctim 
tion to tM8 fuMd^ in 1812. 
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Mi^lveiy That this Assembly vjew, with con* 
jctvnt the manifest inattention 'of manjf of the 
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Preshyterics to rAUiu|i; «ml fortvardiug Uieir rea- 
Aoiiablp proportious to llie t'oiiiiuiK!iUiovi>t* Fund. 
. Ill innscijoL'tice of nbitii Ihc AsscmWy fnrc^ec, 
tlmt. if this inaLlcution cnntiniic, llic roinotvr parts 
(if the churches, pressetl i^ith au ititequal banlen, 
from the circumstance of their liistatin*. will hsve. 
tiut a very fiinall re,pi-e^c.iita(.inii, in l!ie fHture mevt- 
iiigR ofUiK Awsenibly ; ami Ihut lliercby Uie gi-eat 
ohjocts of the Assembly, the pri-'ii'rviiis the union 
of the churches, and chcri^hin^ llieir iutereris in 
every |j*rt. ho\\'t!V"er rt^iiitilc. will bv grrallj im- 
jifdcil, and, perhaps, tiiially dcfeiited. 

/ifj.v(/iW, therefore, Ihat it be rujoincd, auil it 
is lieiehy tMijoiiied on the Presbyteriei-. unclffr 
Ihu care uf thi; Assembly, and esjietially on tliuse 
(hal have bet'n detirient. In pay a (larticnlar at- 
leulioji to this duly in future. — Vol. 111. (i. 70. 
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^^t. 1. A general -sti^ei^nt.. 

Jr ROM' the year 1810, when the Assfem^ 
t^niined to establish a Theologid^ Semiuary^ to 
the preserit timej agents havehe^n antiuallycoinf- 
misaionefl for the j^urpose- <tf coltecting^ frotel'tlfe 
pious abd liberal, ddmtiotis, bdih ta books atoid iii 
moneys for the support of ihis important institu- 
llon.V Besides meeting thte* current Expenses, the 
money collected by the agefits has enabje4the iA;s-/ 
sptnbly to er^ct, at Princetoh, New Jersey> alarge^ 
neat and cpfiimodious edifice^ Which, when com- 
' pleted^ \till adcomftiodate on^ Hundred students.^ 
See Printe4 Ext. from iSjLO to ISm - 

TheestdbMshment of a^ periftw^ent fuftd^iba' the 
support of th£ Professors is^'nowcionteii^l^Jated^ 
the Assembly as an object>of peculiar desire. Tjo 

-an olgects<> important, ii is ht^ed, pious imd 
libertil individuals wijl deypte^^a p^rt cdT 4h^ 

'"Wealth, ..■-•*-. ^.. •' \. . K-ov"' '■/ / ^ "is 

■^ ^ .. 
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1^78 tJ^^ THE ^K99»^ &P%> V , TlAiff VI i. 

'^ JS^^. %. ; -Tfte formutim of Somties recom- 
mendeiym 1814. - 
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L *rhe cpmBiitt&e to which w^s referred the ^joa- 

1^ side],*atioQ of ji^yejal resoiiitkms e<mtaiued pi the 

% -. j^pprt of the Birectops of the Theoli^al Semina- 

^ rv^ ^pQFted the following^,re^qtl«tioiis, which WOTe 

^' adopted : m^ . ^ : - ' > / 

- * Mesolv^ 1, 'That it bte) and it hereby is, earn- 
■^ , * «stty recoMmended to the congregalioas iii corniex- 
I' .n i^MitirtMs AssemMy/to countenance aftd pi^ 
K / tiiie fo^mati^B of societies in aid of tfte Thedlc^cal 
Seminary ;-— -that such-societies when formed re- 
port themselves to the Rev. Jt>hn M^DoweJ, of 
^*^ Elizabeth -townr, New- Jersey, Secretarj^ to ^e 
B()ard of Directors of thp Semina)^y> and forward 
I ^ Ih^wohies collected by them to JV^^ Isaac. Snow- 
r ' den, of Philadelphia^ Treasurer of the Trustees ^f 
^e^ Assembly. --VolT^lili f. 157. , : 



^ jSecf. 3. Ji Plan ^r SQciettes recotmnmded, 
\ Jin 1814- ^. -. : ■ 



J^ * The comnjittee appointed to prepare and report 

I a plan, for forming Sboiejies to aid theTunds of the 

^ i^heological Seminai,ry, reported : and their report 

1^ ; being read and atnended, was adopted, and is as 

> Ijtis afact well feiiowB, that the General A^s^m- 
Wy of ^ the Presbyterian Church in the Uaited 
States of America, instituied sometime dnce it 
^JTheoloiical iSemf|2m*y, for thje great and good pw* 
pose ofsecnnn|5, jtothe Ghuroh of Chrii^ a cpmpe^ 
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tent supply %f leafned and evangelfdal lifiiAistOTs;- * 
Tlieir Awvest truly is great; and greatly increasing^ 
and the labourers few. The truth of this remark* 
m established, by the consideration^^^^ that four 'hun- 
dred ^*^ni:2ed congregatioins within thefr limits 
are^ n©t yet steadily supplied with gospel ordinan'-' 
ees* ^ Their missionary grquAd oh the frwitjeSs/a^ 
alsor among the Indians and Blacks ^^^ is very ekten* 
sive. i While Grod in his provitRnce is'i'^mlng atx / 
unusual number of our j^ious *youn§ t£ien to conse- * [ ., 
crate their lives and talents 4o the sendee of the^ 
SanctufiCty, and the ii>eans of theit classical educa*- ^ 

tiony by the exertions of theiriends of Zion/ are - - -^ 
constantly increasing, shall they be left unprepared 
for the great worit of the Lord, Tor the want of ^- 
proper theological instractiqii ? Shall they long in^ 
vain for this holy employment? Shall so great a ..^ ^ 
poi*tion, of our churches, and our frontier settle- 
ments be suffered to lie desolate and in ruinSj when 
*he means of qualifying them for this employment / 
are obviously within our power ? 

• It is conceived that no man who laves liis poun- • 
try, or who loves our Lord Jestis Christ, and the i, 
souls of men^ in sincerity, can^wanf tnotive?s to hi- ^ \ 
dUce him to lend his aid in acco&^plishing an ob- 
ject so immensely important, 
- With sanguine hqpes of success, therefore, the 
General Assembly proffer their claims to the clia- 
rity of those who feel an interest in the support of 
<wr invaluable civil and political Institutions. "Eve- 
jy free 'government, constituted like ours^ depends ^i."i 
primarily aiid essentially, for its existence, on the 
moral prmciples and habits of the ^people. Wherc^ 
ttie wotA 0f fife; is not statedly pre^ohei^ itud the^ "* 
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ordiimncCK of the Gospel adminit^lemli titf 8a)>- 
bath oftlie Lord will lie profanedi and PX|ierien« 
proves imifoi-inly nnd uiiefniivocnlly, Uial lillearss* 
inteiniMJVaucc, gamhling, ajitl tius"vern^»le lireii- 
(ioUHUess. hoth in primiijiU"; ami ruiidact nve Ihp. 
inentaWp rnHBeq»eiices. Will then (lie loven of 
rutiona] liberty, ^vill Ihc fVietiiU of oar hrlovcd 
country, rcfusu to tmitnhute a pittiiiicc of the rab- 
•ilflnce whicli Rod* has eotruslcd to tlicoi, to 90 
Bohic an ohjcct? to secnrc to themsclvrs and (o 
their rhildieu, and ewii to Uieit childrim'e fliil- 
dreu, tht- ineKtitimhlc privileges whicli ntn pur- 
chased (\v tlio sntTeriiig^, and Iraiismitled (o Ihrtu, 
liy the Misdom .tud labonrs of their fathers. Itw 
confidently believed Ihatfcwwillbe found, »ho 
duly Hppreeiiite the tvortli nf thcti- own &tiuU nnd 
of the i^ouU i)f theii' fello\t )4iiiiiei'K. whu uill out 
clieetrulty do goint-tliin^ for Christ; ^oiiiolhing tu 
advance the can^c nf hi» herilnge, wlicti ihev cuo- 
»«ider that it h He who loved them, and dtLMi to 
redeem them. Kememher, brethren, ilmtall which 
you po!«»je8 is the l.ord'ii« ; and if you de\ ute. a por- 
tion of what he ha^^ given yon to his service-, he 
ran ea-^ily iucrflase the remainder an hiiudi-ed fold. 
The righteous jpveth and spareth not. Hemcin- 
her also the divine jn-ontiite, that he thai c;ivL'tli (u 
Lo the poor ahall not lack: and that uur Haviuar 
liiniHelf hath declared, *'lt is more blessed to ^v-c 
than lu receive.'' It ig bnt little that i» asktui of 
yon. Come then, beloved brethren, cawt ynurinilo 
into the treasury of the Lord; and the bletucil «C- 
fect« of your charity, it is trostttd, will he expeii- 
eiiced by thousand-), when you and your chUdnu ' 
shall be sleepinir in ymir y inv.^s. 
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* The €eiianilr A^femmy eorve^ 

the sever^il coa^egations in their connexion the 
fpnoMion of societies for the above purpose. And 
they spKcit especially ministers and elders strenu- 
Qusly to exert themselves to form oj^e such society 
*writh their own congregation. ,, ,The Asseuoibly. canr 
piot but flatter themselves jthat th^ir reeotam^^pdiir 
tiim >?iil be gj^nerally regarded ; and .they are coiir 
Meht^ i3h(^ld tl4s be .the fact^ that ample meaii» 
will be furniriiM for the a^ccomplishment of theijir' 
ohject,. :: .:,• .' ■ Y ..,.- , -. ■ • 

. They submit therefore tl^ following; plaUj^ as the 
. one most likely^ in their opinion^ to m^t with suc-^ 
-cess- ■ V ■' -' .. ^ ' \ ""' ' . -'■ 

Article 1. This society shall be denominated— ^ 
^Society for aiding the Theological Semiiiary of the 

Sceneral Assembly- > , 

. %. Any person may become a. imember of this 
Society by subscribing and paying the sum of qQe 
dollar^ and may continue a member by paying the 
(spme Slim annually. And any person^ by paying at 
ffine time tlje smn of ;tw:enty^ollar% may become % 
member for life.- . . > • 

. 3. The officers, of tjie society shall be a Presi- 
denty Yice-PresidenJr Secretary and Treasurer, 
and a committee of three, persons ; whose dnty it 
Bhall be to solicit subscriptions to this institutioI^ 
fold to collect the subscriptions ^hic^h shall no| 
have been regalarly paid into the treasury • 

4. There shall be- au' annual meeting of the so- 
dciety ; at whicli time the officers shall be chosen by 

/ ballot, for the year ensuing, and a -clergyman ap- 
pointed to preach, a sermon to the society at tiieir 

. mext annual meeting; . 
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|*y imwlly to the treasui-er of the IVesliyt^ 

witliiii whose bmi:9d£i ikey >Lre^ sucj^ «imis M bj 

di^ilft sliall hmve teen o^Uected^ tol^by^^him tomss^ 

V ^ leitijed to tfce treaj^ure? of the tmsteesi^ thft Gen^*^ 

. « ■ ■ - -■ .^ - ■ •■ - 

f v' 1815. '.'^■^^ '•..-■'■ ■, ' ' ' ' -^-' ■ ■ . 

[; Bmohe^ ThattheA^embly hn^ve fa^aM^wiSi 

p ^vely plea^ure^ of the j^xertions of pi^s a©d he&e^ 
[ ^ ^jdleiit Jisiiipl^ of puri^lJbiHrcli, to 

r . raise funds for the support of indigetit' sti^d^i^te hi 
'^^^ ^ fee Theological Semiimry* 

r.-" - By these seasoiiable ^xertioiis ffiauj proBaisin^ 
' youth have been supported at the JnstituMoii^ whd 
: otherwise tould not Mye had access to its^ ad^a- 
tagesu^ ''■■"" '' . ^' ", ■ ' ^' ^ . ' 

.y Bnt^ iio^witl^taiidiiig all that ^a« been »46ohb5 th« 
funds are «tiU inadeqi^te for the su]|^ly of all ftc 
. i^^plipants J Jind thro«^ Hie , past year igevel'al 
young men of i^romising talents and piety, Wef« 
- Jirevcnted from entering ll^e Seminary for wAnt off 
; siJippoii;. The Assembly hope that this fact wiil 
*^ w ^ sufficient to increase the number of lemale ass<>- • 
f " ^ati^ns for the support of indigeBt students pre-' 
1 ^ ' Iparing for the Gosftel ministry. The money Mrhicllv 
r 'J»u<?h Associations may raise^JOaay be applied bj^^ 
^ ihe AssoeiiUions themsi&lves to su^^ in the- 

institution as ihey may think proper } or it maf 
{which has usually been; done) be tran^mitted^'to -^ 
ihe PMfc^iilia^ # be iq^propidated at thek dlsdre«' 
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Mmhe^r 'Z^^t the A^fitiafttKl^'AoLl^i^ 
earnestly r^couiBieiid ta their minkters> eMers^ ftiitt 
people^ 4he formation af Societies^ in aid nt ih^ 
fui^ds of the ^minary in^neral^ accordii^ to the 
^bm recommended m the Printed E:x^fac3t^ of last 
year; and that they pay the money which. they 
may collect in thi$ way to Mr. Isaac Snow;deifc of 
Philadelphia^ the treasure of tUi Greneral Asaem* 
bly^ and annually to report to the General Assem* 
1bly the snjna which they may have pBid to the 
XreawBer tlgrongh the year. 

Sect. 5, Kesolvedf That the interest of any fuijds 
now in the hands of the Trustees of the General 
Assembly for the support of indigent Theological 
Students, and tliat may hereafter accrue, be, an4 
hereby is,^ put und^r the control and subject to the 
gi*der of the Directorjs of the Theological Besiinaiyi 
— ;t816. Yol. ni. 1>. 241. 

* - " >■ - , ■''■ 

■■'«',. ^ " 

Sect. 6* •! Jtule rehtive to the endottment pj^ 
sckolarshipSyin -tS±6. . ^ - - ^ . ' 

^ Jlesolved^ That in all cases of endowment of 
scholarships in the Theological Seminary, where 
provision is not otherwise esp^^cially made by th4 

Sersops endowing the same, theTreasnrer bf the 
['rustees of this Assembly be, and be he^yis^^ 
:lLuthorized to receive the principal sums, as well ii9 
the several annuities destined for the mpport dt 
Said scholarships ;-*--attd that under the direction 
" of the said Trustees hie invest i^^e said principal 
sums, intended as capital, without delay, in some 
productive public stoc]^ ther interest on which 
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.184 top rtHE WfNibs, &c;' ^ ^rfpllKCvi; 

sfocit, ito^fte? wiA^^^t^ annuities aforesaid,' wiiich 

iftay from time to tim^ b^ paid into his hands/ he 

«hallltold subject ta the order of the Board of Hi^ 

lectors of the Theological Seminary; atttdttat lie 

iJt- b^,' and b hereby? directed to keep a, distinct aHd' 

separate account of every scholarship so ^ijiowed; 

• — ITol. jn. j. 264. 



Sed. 7. Subscriwtion papers . jn'ewurecL tK 

1816. • • ■ '■' ' 
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I ¥jSE COMMITTEE appoiiited to devise ways 
-^ : : andineatnsof raising funds for the TjHEOLOGicAii 
i * SEMiNARYy reported ; and theiir Report heing 
;;^ V I'ead and amended, was adopted, and is as fol- 
!; ■ ' . ioWs: viz. -...,. ■ -\ 

'■;• "... ^ -■'..-/' -i '" 

ft ' - MeMclted^ 1st, ,T\liat it be again earnestly re- 
h coniniended- to the Minister and Sessian of each 
[ , Congregation linder the car^ 6f tlie GeneraJ Ass 
- , ; Wy, to establish without delay a ItoUar Society^ (osr 
, , j&^ term of five years, in Aid of 4he contingent fiiod 

qf th(B Semipary. / ' 

, »; . 24v That, for the purpose of creating a Pcimjia- 
.^ laeniFuhd for the Theological Seminary, two sets, 
|. ^_j of Substription Papers be sept down to each Min- 
l<^./^ ister and Session i that the first be headed in the 
; MfoUowiiig , words : i^.— ^f TFe whose ndnms ate 
^r %eT0anto annexed^ promise each to pay to "■ ■ ' ' ' ■ ' • — ^ 

for th£. Permanent JPkn^? of the Theological tfemi* 
^ ^art/ of th& General J[ssemily of the Presfyterian 
L Church in the United States yjthe sum jf One Hun-^ 
f dred BoUats^ in jive annual instalments f^—Tihat ' 
f the heading of the second be varied from the first, 

by the ilisertioti of Ffty Bollars, instead of. On& 









* 



.ftun^r^ luid tliat of the ibud thai ra^ad^ tte ; 
intefest oiily shall ever be apjari^mted for th« "^ 
wes of the Seminary* > • ^ ^ f ^ 

-, ^,fl; That Agents be apjiointed to solicit Donaw i 
ttoiis and Subscriptions^ in those Cohgr^ationii ^, 
Wfaioh hav^ not yet been visikd by any Agent ; aiid 
that tiie mofties thus procured b^ placed in i^^^ < 
€Sooting0At or Perman^it Ifund^ as the Ponora and , 
Sabscribers may direct* ; 

" 4th/ That the two-Md application to Ministers , 
and .Sesjsions/ 'mentioned in the preceding resolu- 
tions^ be &eeompauied with a letter^ wMch has been 
p(repared-on the subject : and it is earnestly recom- * ; 
Sieuded^ that this letter be: read from the pnlpit^ in^ 
the several Congre^tions under the care of th6 * 
Assembly. / 

The letter was read by pa^graphs^ and being ' 
amended^ was adopted. / / - 

Resohedf That 3000 copies of it be^rinted • 
that the committee superintend the printing ; ana- 
that the agent for forwarding the printed extracts^ 
forward l>y mail a copy of this letter to each min- i 
irter belonging to the Assembly^ aiid that be for^ 
ward the remaining copies with the printed ex- *. . 

tracts. . / 

-* 

■ • ' ' ■' . .■ " . ^ 

'■>.-' 

• Secti 9. The aid qf Bible Classes invited iw ' ' 

1817. ' 

The committee to deviise ways and means te^ , 
raise money for missionary purposes^ reported^ 
And their report^ being read and amende^ wad^ 
adopted^ and is as follows : fi^. 

^ Mesotdedf That it be earnestly recommended by 
ihid AssemJblj^^ that all our yoid^ pedple^ compos^ 
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^Ing Bible Classes .aria Cateeibetical 8cBob]s> do, 
form themselves into Societies^ for the , purpose of 
' istrengthemqg the hands ^f tiie General Assembly 
lu accomplishing their vast desi^s t>f unfurling still 

.^ wider the missionary banner^ and of aiding the The* 

..' olcrgical Seminary, and providing it with resourc^^i 
for % greater riumbel of poor and pious young meu^ 

, %hq need gratuitous support during their prepara*- 

. 4»ry studies for the gospel ministry. 



, Secti 9. Resolved. * * * * f- * « 

' . 3d. That it be recommended that a collecti^it 
' , be annually taken up in all the churches under the 
, care, of the General Assi^bly, for the. contingent 
^ f und> or curr en t expenses pf the, Seminary ; and that 
the various Presbyteries annually report to the As- 
sembly the amount thus collected; in the sam^ 
manner in wl^ch, they report the sums contributed 
I ' for the edu€atiQQ> commissioners, and missionary 
funds. . , ' , 

. ' 4th. Jtesolvedj That the General Assembly 
have remarked, with peculiar pleasure, the Chris:?; 
tian liberality of the female societies, which have 
c6ntributed to the support of indigent students in 
^ the Theological Seminary. 
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Sect, 10. BanTc JSTotes. 



i; r ^Mesdved^ That it be, and it hereby is, enjoined 

ff ^ 0n all persons having money collected for the funds 

^^ of Ifce Assembly, that tlhey endeavour to procure, 

K notes of the incoi^prated Banki^ of the Cities of New 

f Tdrfc, Baltimore, or Philadelphia, and. ^hat they- 
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^.Jbihg^lbi'WEfcrd no notes below feire deiftwsi^^VxilC ^ 

n. p.. 32^5. ' •.■i ; " ■ • ; '• - ^ ■ ' ■■■ 

V " ,. :.■■■,'.;.-• ■ -, ^ , '-. ■■ ■• ' ^ v.. 

^ 5fec^ 11. Forms of Bequests. 

IN CA^ES OF PEbSOHAL PROPERTY. 

' '■ :..'■' ^ : ■„.. ' •- ■■ =•■.' ■ .' ■■■ ' , •/ ' . ..- _ •■ 

I giv$und;^e^eath to tJ^ Tmsteesf^^^^^^ '- : 

Hd Jlssemilyycf the PresbyteiHtin Church in thi' ; 
UniUd States of Jlmerica, anA to their ^ucce^ofsg: - \ 
md ^sifgnsythe itims^f . ; > , hr shares' ^ 

inJf^ 3ur4:-4>f , Hof any other per- v 

i^Qjaal property, as the'case may be} to be added toi^ 
^eir pei^hanent fundy and the ctgj^ profits gp" / ; 
'^^'hi the general mes of the fune^iinAerthe M-^ ^: 
f&^i&ftofthe said •ABselfihl^:OJly Mote app^ ^ 

ipahi ifte spreading qf the Gospel on thefrontiisrsy 
m4 in other destitute parts of the United States : 
OR, toward eivilizingand instructing^ in oHs wn^ ' 
religion^ the Indians of Morih Jitnerica ; under the' 
direction ijf the said ijissemhlg: OR, toward the* 
^pportofthe Theological Seminary established by '■■ - 
the said Assembly : OR, tbwardtke support of in- 
digent Mudents in the said Seminary. \ --^ ^ 

TJie Testator may s^tec^^^^ oiie or more of theses . 
' objects, or designate any olber object 'olpiet;|y-and^ * 
charity ^ and the Corporation are bound by cbairitei^ '* 
received froinlhe Legislaturje of PjBnn^lva|iia>'tO: ' ' 

apply th^ donation agreeably tp his 'wilL ^ 

•- • . . .' ■ ' ■- . , •'« 

IN CASES OF REAL E^TATlB 

I give and devise' to the Trusteeif^Ci (as abovey^ 
oil mat traitor lot (^.hndw-tei^ 
osTQih^Hai rsstote^Mri^i^i^^ ho^ 9itma& in 
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i^^c.taimd^i, ^c. (a:s abov^) iX&ftcm^urSy^ei 

= _ Sict 12. .^statement of tM Widqw^s fund^ 
"^and the candiiton$ cm which minish'f^ and^ congrer 
ffiticmdureadjniitedas^^s^^^ 

\f t. Any mirasrter of the gospel^ or professor ia 

vi^fty university or (Dojlegc in the United Sftttesj^ Ke-^- 

^^"^ iflg of the Ej-esby teMaa. denoi5Wriatiott ; or auy ky^ 

f mm of the same fleQdii[iinatio% (an^ljthe:i^^ 

« shall amount to seventy^) may, atany ag% if id 

- g6od health, beconie a sul3SGriber to-the fuKd^iM^ 

paying, a^ ^a4|gii^sion money, if above ike ^e <rf 

twenty-eight years,^ the amount. of his lannuaf^rate^ 

considered as an annuity in arrear for a numlrer erf 

.years, equal to half the excess of his age above 

twenty-eight years, computed at six per cent p^- 

9Jinum, simple interest. 

2. The annual rates or pay mentsvi^re 5J, 8, 10?^ 

' laj, 16, li8|, 21ii OF 24 dollars, at the option 6f^ 

4salbscriberf which, if lue^^ health, he may at any 

future tiine tajcre^se^ within 4he above ; limiti^, ^ oir 

^ paying the amount of such increase, consideT^ aer 

* wa annuity in arrear for a laimber of years, equal 

^ to half the time elapsed since hi^i first subscription ^^ 

^ interest computed as attov«. The rates to be paid 

' in advance, on the 22d of May, annually, duridg 

, the subscril^r's lifei On - his s^cond^ - and* every^ 

subsequent marriage, %e must also pay one addi* 

tional ratev ^ « v ^. ^ 

3. Ill lieu of the annual' rate, a sum may at any 
timer be dep<mted m the fiind equal to the princ|-> 
pal of such Mte,^ <^mpnted at six per cent which 
depoaitQ witt be i«toMdi vti» t|^ imklj of 4)ie «qtr«^ 
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aeribet, withltt one year after Ws death. ^ 0r a sunt ^ 
itiay be paid into the fiind^ not to be returned, ^q^al. / 
to the present worth oi the annual rafte^ considered^ ^ 
&$ an annuity to continue for a number of years,* 
equal tQ half the difference between the suBscriber^s^^ 
i^e and eighty r six years, computed ^t five per' 
cent per annum, compound interest, \ , ' ■ 

* 4. Any Presbyterian congregation, « theologi** 
cal seminary, or incorpoifated coHegey or seminary, 
of leai3iing, in the United Statei^, may make a per-** 
mahent dieposite into the fund, of a^ sum equal tox 
thiB principal irf any of the ^Jioye annual rates, com- f 
poted at sik per cent, wliich shall entitle the fami^ 
lies of their ministers, or principarprofessprs, for^ 
ever, to the same benefits with those of individual 
subscribers: provided stich minister ^r profess w 
fee of the Presbyterian deDtomination, sind conform. 
In aSl other respects to the conditions and regula- 
tions applicable to individual siibscribers. ; >->. 
\ & Any congi*egation, college, of theological se- 
minary, as iibove, may make a deposite in favour 
of^ach of their .co-pastors or principal professors. 

6. If aiiy minister or professor, belonging toVa/ 
congregation cTr seminary which has made a depo- 
site, be, at the time of his first connection with said 
congregation or seminary, on accouiit of his declin- 
ing state of health, Or otherwise, inadmissible to ' ' '% 
the ordinary benefits of the fulid in favour of his ^;^ 
family ; then, he shall receive from the fund the .» ' ^ 
annual interest of such deposite duri^ his incum- 1 
hency. • , '^ /- v.. ^ .. ' f '^^ 

7. If the connection between any depositing cou'- ^ i 
gregation or seminary andiheir n^nister or profes-** j 
iBor, shall be dissolved by di^iositioQ, removal, or 
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^ * ^. vftierwc^y £e shall not ITe deprived of the tenefitf J 
^ 0f the deposite to his family ; proTided he i^hall pa jF ^ 
^ «Aiiually mto the fund duritig his life^ the inter-r 
; ^ ^ est of said depositee or an equivaleM in line pay-^ 
'^ menL '. ,. 

8. If any suhscriher, whether as an individual^ te. 
' . fai virtue of a peTmanent depQsite> shall die hefor0 
'z. Vkt fund shall have received from^ him^ or «n his 
vi^ account^ a sum^ without including interest^ e^nal ta 
;:fifteeh annual rates ; or shall die in ariear tp the 
^ jfuncl: then the balance shall be deducted firota the 
. • ♦ annuities payable to his. family. - . '^ 

9^ The- fund will pay to the widow^ and chil- 
ii. dren of deceased subsci*ibers^ an annuity eq^ual to 

jire times their respective annual rates. 
j;: r 10. If the deceased subscriber shall have made^ 
no distribution of the annuity to Ids. family^^ flieu 
the trustees of the fund shall makie isuch distrlbii- 
fibn thereof as they shall judge most for their bene- 
^ fit ; the widow not receiving less than any of Uie 
h children. . ^ 

^ ■" 11- The whole annuity will be payable to Ihe 
widow and children for: tAii'teew yearly after the 
" decease of the subscriber ; to the widow alone af- 
^ * ler the expiration of this ierm^ during her widow- 
i " hodd^ and if she shall marry^ t^en half annuiliea^ . 
; ' from the time of her n^arria^ge during her Jife, ' _^- , 

^ ^ 12. Tfae^miuities will be p^id by the treasurer 
of tb0 fund^ to ibe annuitants^ or thi^ir orders^ as 
^. they shall become duei 

^ 13. No forfeiture i^n be incurred by any ire^ 

l^ect in making the regular annual payments to' 
the fond } as the treasurer may at any time sue 
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fer «it4 recir^r, any arreiHrs ^M ^ti^ fceecNQie |it * ^^ 

due, ■ . - \- . - ■ ^ ■; ■ ' ' "'■• ' •"'■'" ' : - -• 

: .14 As soon a3 the fiiod shall be more tibian suf-^ ; \ 
ftcieat Ito ^y all stipalaied anuuiUes^ with all ae-^ ^ ^ 
cessary charge@^ then, the sarplusage^ or part ^\X^ . 
tshall be dit^ided among th^ aannitibi^ .and dis-^ 
treased ministers, jand their widows "and famHieis^ 
in sacha mannei^^as the tru&teesi may think proper:; 
particular i^egard h^ing had^ in this distrilmtion,-to ^ 
Ihe families of deceased subscribers^ in prpportion " 
to the jtmount pf theii^respectite pitymehts into the 
fund* . - V 1 > 

/€?■ The f Mowing brl^ statement wiMy it iii pre- 
sumedf ajvrd a satisfactory view of the present 
jlommihing state ofthea^ovefund^ and ofjhe grSat 
bene^ts^idh have been, mid may still cmiiinueto 
be fJ^rived^ therefrom: 

4. There has been received from subscribers/, 
siace the commencement of the institutit^n, in 1761^ 
(including deposited for life, and permanent depo-.^ 
sites,) tiU the present time, May, 1818^ the ^um of ^ 
S21,447, omitting fractions. 

V 2. -There have been already paid to the families "' 
of deceased subscribelrs 870,249 ; and still payable 
. annually 8l457. It has been found, that the'' 
amount of annuities paid by the fuiid is nearly 
jKi^&^itim^ that of the tsub^riptions mceiv^ from^ 
Mtnual contributors^ - ^ - 

3. The present amount of productive capital ift 
the fund, consisting chieiy of publif^ ««curiifes, and 
Jbonds secured by mortgages,: exdMtve of the inters 

est due, is 840,801; . ;, . ,. * 

w * i, . " •• ' .' ■*, ' . . • 
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r ♦ ^ » pDir^^momftill flffld detailed vietlit0^^^^*^^^^ 
T jki0»s af tWs iBStitutio% s«^e ^^ ExtEact^ from tlif^ 
Miniites ofthe General Assembly pf the Presfeyte- 
1 iriafl Gliurch in the United Staters, fw the yeapr 
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Sect/i. ' The ^ct of Incorporation. 
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•in Aatfi^ incorp&rating the Trustees of th^ Min- 
isters and Eiders, constituting the General •As- 
^t, 1 . semblf^f the Presbyterian Churchs in thei ^^^ 
% V*/ States of •Bmevica. 
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the.niiliisters and elders forming the 
General. Ajssemhly of the Pjresbyterianchurx^h of 
the United Stains of America^ Qonsistiug t)f citizens } 
of the state of Penntylvania, aM of others of the 
United States otAperica aforesaid, haveby thehr 
petki(5p rep^^ented, that by donations, bequests 
[ or^otherifris0, efpha|itably^disiwsed person^ 

' . . 4u*e j^ssess^d ^t moni^'^f^r benevojent and piousf' 
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purp0se9^ and the said mlmsiers and elders iiave ^ 
reason to expect farther conii'ibutiond for similar 
uses ; bat from the scattered situation of the said 
ministers and elders^ and other causes^ the said 
ministers and elders And it extrfemeiy difficult to 
manage the said funds^ in the way best calculated 
to answer the intention of the donors : Therefore^ 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Repre8entative9 of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania^ in General Jissembly met, and it t8 hereby '' 
enacted by the authority of the same. That John 
Hiogers^ Alexahder M^Whorter/ Samuel Stanhope 4 
Smithy Ashbel Green, William M. Tennant, Pat- 
rick Allisoil, Nathan Irvin, Joseph Glark, Andrew 
Hunter, Jared Ingersoll, Robert Ralston, Jona-^ 
than R. Smith, Andrew Bayard, Elias Boudinot,^ 
J^hn Nelson, Ebenezer Hazard, David Jackson^ 
and Robert Smith, merchant, and their successors 
duly elected and appointed in manner as in herein- 
after directed, be, and they are heyeby made, de- 
clared and constituted, a coi^bration and body po- 
litic and corporate, in law and in fact, to have con- ^ 
tinuance forever, by the name, style and, title of V 
<^ Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Ghurch in the United States irf America ;'^ 
and by^he name, style and tide aforesaid^ shall^ 
forever hereafter, be persons able and capable in 
law as well to take, receive and hold, all and all 
manner of lands, tenements, rents, annnities, fran-. 
chis^ and other hereditaments, which at an^ time 
or times heretofore have he&ti, granted, bargained, 
sold, enfeoffed, released, devised ^t otherwise con- 
veyed, to the said ministers and elders of th^ Ge* 
neral Assembly of the I^reshytman Gh«rch of the 
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United. S^tes^ or any other person or persons, to 
ilieir use, or m trust for them ; and ihe same lands^ 
tenemeni^5 rents, annuities, liberties, franchises and 
other hereditaments, are hereby vested and estab- 
lished in the said corporation, and their successors 
forever, according to the original use and intent for 
which such cfevises, gifts and grafts were respec- 
tively rmade ; and the said corporation and their 
successes, are hereby declared to be seized and 
possessed of siich estate^and estates therein, as in 
and by the respective grants,- bargains, sales, en- 

4,feoffments, releases, devices and other coi^veyan- 
ces thereof, is or are declared limited and expres- 
sed ; alsof that the said corporation and their suc- 
cessors, at all times hereafter, shall be capable and 

^•able to purchase, have, receive, take, hold and en- 
joy, in fee simple, or of lesser estate or estates, any 
lands, tenements, rents, annuities, franchises and 
other hereditaments, by the gift, grant, bargain^ 
sale, alienation, enfeoffment, release; confirmation 
or devise, of any person or persons, bodies politic 

» and corporate, capable and able to make the same : 
And further, that the said ministers and elder;, un- 
der the corporate name a&resaid, and their succes- 
sor^, may take and receive any sum or ^ms of mo- 
ney, and any portion of goods and cliattels, that 
have been given, to the said ministers and elders, 
or that hereafter shall be given, sold, leased or be- 
queathed, to the said corporation, by any person 
or persons, bodies politic or corporate, that is able 
or capable to make a gift, sale, Request or other 
disposaL.of the same ; such money, goods or chat-' 
tels, to be laid-out and disposed of, for the use and 
benefit of ^the aforesaid corporatit>n> agreeably to 
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the ittteEiion of the ilouors^ and ix^oritipg to the ^ 
olbjects;, articles add conditions of this act 

Sect. 2. ^ndhe. it farther enacted by the aur 
tkority aforesaidy That no loisnoAer of the said 
corporation and their successors^ shall defeat ot 
annnl^ any gift;, grant, devise or bequest, to or from 
the sygtid corporation^ provided the intent of thd 
party or parties shisill sufficiently appear upon the*^ 
face of the gift, will, g»»t ^ other vi^riting, where- - 
l>y smy estate or interest, was infended to pass to or • 
from the said corporation. 

Sect 3, And he it further enacted ^y the au^^ 
thority aforesaid^ That the said corporation and 
their i^uccessors^ shall have full power and autho- 
rity, to make, have and use, one common seal^ with 
such devise and inscription as they shall think fit 
and proper;^ and the stune to break, alter and re? 
new, at their pleasure. / 

Sect. 4. And be U farther enacted by the au^ 
thority aforesaid^ Th^t the said corporatioa and 
their successors, by the name, style and title afore? 
said, shall be able and capable in law^ to sue and * 
be sued, plead and be impleaded, in any court, or 
b^ore any judge or justice, in all and all manner 
of suits, complaints, pleas, mattears and demands, 
of whatsoever nature, kind and form they may bej 
and all and eveiy matter and thing to do, in as full 
and effectaal a manner, 9.s 4ny other person, bo4i§s 
politic or corporate, witluu this commonwealth^ 
mayorcando. 

Sect 5. And be it further enacted by ike au- 
thority afoi^esatdy That the said corporation and 
their successors, shall be> atid hereby are autho- 
rised and empowered^ to m^ke, ordain and estab- 
lish, bye laAvs and ordinances, and do every thing 
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incident and meedf al for the support and due gov- 
etniaent "of the said corpomtion^ and managing the 
funds and revenues thereof; Provided^ the said bye- 
laws be not repugnant to the constitution and laws 
of the United States^ to the constitution and laws 
of this commonwealth^ or to this act. 

S^. 6. Jind he it further enacted Jby the au- 
thority aforesaid^, That the said corporauofi ^shall 
not^ at any time^ consist of more than eighteen per- 
sons ; whereof the said General Assembly may^ at 
their direction^ as often as they shall hold their ses- 
^ sions in the state of Pennsylvania^ change one thirds 
ia such manner as to the said General Assembly 
shall seem proper : And the corporation aforesaid^ 
shall have power and authority^ to mjinage and dis- 
pose of all monies^ goods^ chattels^ lai^Is^ tene- 
ments and he):editaments^ and other estate what- 
soever^ committed to their care and trusty by the 
said General Assembly : but in cases where special 
instmciions^ for the managem^it and disposal 
thereof^ shall be ^ven by the said General As- 
sembly in writings under the hand of their clerk^ 
it shall be the duty of the said corporation^ to act 
according to such instruction^ ; Provided, the . said 
instructions shall not be repugnant to the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States^ or to the 
constitution and lawa. of this commonwealth^ or 
to the provisions' and restrictions in tliis act con- 
tained* " 

Sect. 7. Jlnd be it further enacted by the au- 
ihoriiy aforesaid^ That six ipembers of this corpo- 
iration^ whereof the president^ or in his absence the' 
vice-president^ to be one^ shall be a su£Bcient num- 
ber to transact the business thereof, and to make 
bye-laws^ rules and regulations ; Provided, that 
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jHrevious to any meetiug of the boaM or corpora- ' 
tion, for such purposes, not appoioted by adjourii- 
Hient, ten days notice shall be ^previously given 
thereof, in at least one of the newspapers printed in 
the city tif Philadelphia : And the said corporation 
shall and mayy as often as they shall see proper^ 
and according to the rules by them to be prescrib- 
ed, choo^ out of their number, a president and ' 
vice-president, and shall have authority to appoint 
a treasurer, and such other officers and servants, as 
shall by them, the said corporation, be deemed ne- 
cessary ; to which afflcers^the said corporation may* 
assign such a comx^nsation for thieir services, and 
such duties to be performed by them, to continue in 
office for such time, and to be succeeded by others, 
in such way and manner as the said corporation 
shall direct. 

Sect. 8. •And be it further enacts by the au- 
thority aforesaid^ That all questions before the said 
corporation, sh^ll be decided by a plurality of votes, 
whereof each member present shall bave one, ex* 
cept the president, or vice-president, when acting 
as president, who shall'lyive only the casting voice 
and vote, in case of an e^ality in the votes of the 
other members. 

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforesaid f That the said corporation shall 
keep iregular and fair entries of their proceedings, 
and a just account of their reeeipte and disburse* 
ments, in a book or books to be provided fm* that 
purpose ; and their treasurer shall^ once in a year, 
exhibit to the General Assembly, of the Presbyte- 
rian church in the United Btates of America^ an 
exact state of the accounts of the coloration. 
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Sect 10* Jlnd he it further enaeted by the att- 
tiiority afor^aiAy That the said corporation may 
iake^ receive^ ptjirchase^ possess und enjoy^ mes- 
fiuages^ houses^ lands^i tenements; rents^ annuities 
and other hereditaments^ real and personal estate 
jof any amount^ not exceeding ten thousand dol- 
lars a yearvalue^ but the said limitations not to 
be considered as including the annual collections, 
and voluntary contributions^ made in the chiirches 
under the care of the said General Assembly. 
OADWALADER EVANS, Jun. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

ROBERT HARE, 

Speaker of the Senate. 

APPROVED 

March 28, 1799. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

Govemot of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 



Sect, 2. TJie mode of choosing the Trustees 
(}d^ted in ,i80U 

" ' ' '^ ' . . — "•-■ 
The General Assembly took into consideration 

the important concern of voting for Trustees of the 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church m 

the United Btatj^, agreeably to the provision made 

in the sixth section 4if the: Act of the L^slature 

constituting the charter of incorporation. After 

maturely discusi^ing this subject> th^e Assembly 9^ 

solved^ that it is expedient to adopt and recommend 

the following system : — ^1. That when this subject 

is called up anoually, a vote shall first be takea 

whether, £^ the current yjc^ar, the Assembly wUl, 






^> u 






'r^^ 



CHAP. V.J 



tUR fimS^TBE^. 



i#d 



or will nfot> makc^ any election of iuember^ in tlie 
board of Truistees. — ^2. If an election be determin- 
ed on^ the day on which it shall t^ke place shall be 
specified^ a»dj»hall notlbue within less than two days 
c^ the time^t which such an election shall be de^ 
cided on;^-^. When the day of electioii arrives^ 
the Assembly shall ascertain what vacancies in the 
nnmbei^ of the d^teen Trustees incorporated/ have ^ 
taken place by death or oihei!^^is:e;. and shall first 
proceed to chooaietither members in their placesi. 
when this is accomplished^ they shall proceed to 
the trial wheth^ they will elect siny^ an4 if any, 
how many of that third of the number of the Trn«r* 
teeSftWhich by law they aare permitted to change, in 
olio wing manner : viz. The Ki^ (rf the Trasteeg 
be tkken, and a vote be had for a person to 
the place of hitn who is tmt 6n the list. In 
ting for a person to fill said place, the vote may 
given eitlrer for the person who has before filled 
or for any other person: if the majwity <rf votes 
be ^v^n for the person who has before filled 
he shall continue m offlbe ; if the majority of 
shall be given for another person, this per* 
s a trustee, duly chosen ila place of the fois 
mer. In the. same ujrm the Assembly shall prd-* 
ceed with the list, till they have either ^han^ed 
one-third of th^ trustees, (always including in the 
third those who have been elected by the sitting 
Assembly to supply the places that become va- 
cant by death oi* otherwise,) or by going throngh 
the Ust, shall determine that no further alterations 
shall be made.-^yol. I. p. 253. 
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Btdt. 8. T/te 7wo(?c of intercourse between th^ 
Assembly and their Trusteed determined on^ in 

The committee appointed to meet a committee of 
the Board of Trustees of the- Assembly ^ to digeist" 
and prepare a regular and stated mode of inter- 
*- course between the Assembly and the .trost^s, 
nia.de' a report; which was read and approved as 
follows :/t?i%. ^^ That the manageineni;^ and dispo- 
sal of all monies^ goods^ chattels^ lands^ tenements^ 
hereditaments^ and all other estate whatever, com- 
mitted to their care aind trmrt, by the iBeBeral 
Assepibly, is invested in the said trustees; nnless 
where special instructions for the nianagement and 
disposal thereof, shall be given by the General As- 
sembly inr\yriting under the hand of their clerk, in 
which case, the corporation is to act according to 
said instructions: 

That an exact state of tiiie account (tf the^ntib- 
tees is to be exhibited by their Treasurer to the 
General Assembly, once in every year:. Whereup- 
on it is recommended, 

1. That this state of the accounts, be laid be- 
fore the Getieral Assembly as early in their ses- 
sions a^s possible ; in order that the Oeneral As- 
sembly may know what appropriations it may be 
in their power to make, or. what instructions to 
give to th^ Trustees^ respecting the monies in 
hand. 

% That when any apprdpriations are made by 
the General Assembly, a copy of their miAute for 
that purpose, signed by the Clerk, shall be trans- 
mitted to the Trustees, and shall be their warrant . 
for the payment of any monieid thus.appropriated* 
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/ 

3. Th^t wkei^ any ibearares are takes^ or any ^ 
resolutions adopiedy by the General Assembly or 
the Board of Trustees, .\rhich it concerns the 
other to be acquainted with, due information of the: 
same shall be ^v€in, as soon as possible to the 
other. — ^Vol. I. p. 270. 



Sect. 4. Itesolved^ That the Trustees of this ] 
Assembly be directed to receive and hold, for the 
use of the Theolo^cal Seminary, the transfers 
which have been made, or shall be made, of pro- - 
perty bequeathed to the Seminary ••—1814. Vol. 

in. p. 157. 

See Chap. IT. Seci 5 and 6, of this Pfjrt. 
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jS»6cf. 1. A standing Committee of Mi89ion8 op- 
pointed f in 1802. 

JLHE Assembly, pursuant to the report of « 
committee, 

''Resolved^ That a committee be chosen annual* 
ly by the Gei^eral Assembly, to be denominated 
^ The standing Committee of Missions f that thia 
committee shall consist of seven memHef^, of whom 
four shall be clergymen and three laymen ; that a 
majority of this committee shall be a quorum to do 
business ; that it shall be the duty of this commit- 
tee to collect, during the recess p{ the As^embly^ 
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all the ittfomatioii in their power relative to the '* 
concerns of missions and missionaries^ to digest 
this information, and to report thereon at each 
meeting of the Assembly ;. to designate the places '"' 
where, and specify the periods during which, thei 
missionaries should be employed; to correspond 
with them if > necessary, and with all other persons 
on missionary business ;. to nominate missionaries :. 
to the Assembly, and report the number which the 
funds will permit to be employed ; to hear the re- 
ports of missionaries, make a statc^ment thereon ^ 
to the Assembly relative to the diligence, fidelity, 
and success of the missionaries, the sum du« to ■ 
eaeh, and such parts of thejii* reports as it may be 
supposed the Assembly would wish to hear in de- 
tail; to ascertain annually whether any money re- 
mains with the Trustees of the College of New 
J ersey, which ought to be used for missionary pur- 
poses', agreeably to th^ last will of James Lesley 
deceased ; that they also engage a suitable person 
annually to preach a missionary sermon, on the 
Monday evening next after the opening of t^e As- 
sembly, at which a collection shall be made for the 
support of missions ; and superintend, generally, 
under the direction of the Assembly, the missionary 
business. 

Resolvedy That though this standing committee 
shall be elected annually, yet each committee shall 
contitme in office till the end of the sessions of that 
General Assembly which succeeds the one by whom 
said connrnttee was appointed. 

Meaelv^df That tliis standing committee of mis- 
sions, in addition to the duties above specified, shall 
be, and they are hereby, empoM'^ered, to direct the 
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* Trustees of the General Asseiiibly, during the re- 
cces of the Assembly, to issue warrants for any 
sums of money whidi may become due in conse- 
quence of contracts, appropriations, or assignments 
of duty made by the Assembly, and for^which or- 
iera may not luiYe been issued by fte Assembly ; 
and on this subject the committee shall annually re- 

. port to the Assembly/^ ^ 
" Agreeably to the foregoing resolutions, the As- 
sembly proceeded to elect seven persons to be 
JS. standing Committee ^Missions; when the Rev. 
Dr. Green, the Rev. Messrs. Philip Milledoler, 

^ John B. I^inn, Jacob J. Janeway, Messrs. Blilis 
Bouditiot, Robert Smith and Ebenezer Hazard 
were duly chosen. ^ 

' » ' • .' '' ■ ' 

In consequence of a suggestion made' by the 

l!^05 ^P™^***^**^^ ^^ missions, the Assembly, . 

* Mesolvedy That the members of the said 
: committee, resident in or near the city of Philadel- 
phia, ^e increased to ten ; and that one other mem- 
ber be added froin each Synod^ making in the 
M'hble seventeen. / ^ 

The Assembly, having elected thteir standing 
iftOR CJommittee of Missions for the present yfear, 

* did, and hereby do, enjoin it on those mem- 
ber^ of said committee, who live at a distance from 
the place where the committee meet, to communi- 
cate to the committee in writing, any information 
on the subject of Missions> which they inay sup- 
pose WiU/ be useful, and especially within the 
bounds of that Syno^^ to which these distant mem- 
ben^ B|ay severally belong. ' ,, 
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. iSfecf. 2. 5r&e JiRasionary Jidd. 

Oa^otioQ. it wa».iRe9d!i9^^. thai nbtwithstand- 
ing tte reference io ihe By&od of tlieCarolmas and 
the Bynod of Virginia, mtii respect to Missiona- 
ries, the Assembly may send Missionaries to labour 
in the hbunds of the albresaid Sy^ods.^ 1801. ToK 
I. p- 263. 

, Sect. 3, Directions relative to MiamomiTy iu- 
^ineag^. : ' 

- • • 

This connnittee to whom was refeared'the report 
1803 ^^ ^^^ Standing Committee of Missions^ 
' made their repwt: the ^aine being uniler con- 
sideration, the Assembly jRe^o^^, 

1. That written instructions shal} heaven to the 
Missionaries, who shall be sent out from tiipe to 
time : that the said instructions be given in the name 
of the Committee of Missions ; stathig however, ^ 
that tjiey have been aj^proved by the Assembly, 

% That the Committee of Missions shiall havci 
power, on any emea^ncy, io issue new instructions ' 
to the Missipttariesy suited, to the occasion. 
, 3. That the committee dTMissious be, and they 

he^yare^authoriz^dtoemployatranscribingcle^k, 
and to allow him such compensation^ as ih^ i^lb^ll 
think rjeasonable. 
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P Soon afler the constttatkm of the Qen£i«l Ammblf^ the manngvw 
ment of the missionary business within their own Mmits was intniite^ 
to the two Synodd named above, m cion^deration of tbeir rembte dis- 
tance from the plftcea where the ^ener^ Attenil^ljr iv«re A^amDOied 
to meet., • * '" 
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. ^ ^ 4. mmt t&e Missio|i9ries be left at dl^i^^kii^ 

s to the tim© of the year, iu which to pdsrformvtheir 
Services; provided their tour^ lie completed^ so as 
%o enable them to report, agreeably to the'tnstruc- 

j; r ' tioBs of the Committee of Mi^iims.*^VoL L p*^ 

[ 325. 336, 

; > ' ■ • - ' ■'." ' • ^ ■ 

"•* 
*»• . ^ . - • 

* » ■ ■ „ ^ , * , '■ • 

■ . • - -. '»'■»■,, L 

j5. Tb?tt it.be a standing order of the£re»eral As- 

4ftfy7 s^^Wy? ior the, direction of the Trustees^ 

* the Assembly) and the Standing .Gominittee 

r of Missions, that the Missionaries beseverally allo^ 

t /^ ed a months compensation i)^ advai^e^ whi^nthe tiiio® 

lij^ • .for which they are sevc^raliy employed shall ex* 

L ceed a month. ^ 



. 6. That as reasons nnknown to 4he Mission- 

4 ADB ^Aries, may often influence the CJommittee of 

, , ' Missions in designating their routes, the 

Missionaries be directed to pay a strict regard to 

• their instructions, kn^ not to deviate from their pre* 

. * . scribed course, except where insurmountable obsta- 

^ * cles occur.— Vol, II. p. 166. 

.. ,^ - "^ V - ■ /•' -^ ■ . .-■•'■. 

4cii^ 7. That the dal^ries of the Missionaries 
;- ^^^"^^ U. Forty DoUqrs.: , v , \ 

■ ' ' ^ ■ - . ■ - ' - . •- . ; ' 

I' , ^ B. That there ought to be no anticipatiou of the 
f 1803 ^**Msj i» future ; or in other wordfe, that ap^ 
' *. propriations ought not to be made in any 

ye&T, beyond tW iLinount, which the funds arising 
in tjbis^t year, will be suiBicient to satisfy. 

^ 9. That the Assembly appropriate, annually, when 

\ .^^^ the funds will admit of it, thie sum of Ona 

ibUb. j5fj^^^^ J)oUws, for the purchwe of reli- 
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^us books^ to be distributed in those park oVoXj^ * 
chujhDli which may most need them. - ' 

10; That as, m the opinion of this A«sembly7somS 
ifti o pJiWicatioa is necessary to keep alive and in- - 

' vibrate that Missionary spirit with' which it 
has pleased ^rod to animate his OhOrch, the Commit-^ 
tee of Mission!9 bift authorized, if they judge it expe-, 
dient, annually to prepare and publish, for the infor- 
mation of the Churches, a pamphlet or pamphlel;^^ 
entitled ^^Missionary Inkiligence ;^^ containing.ex- 
tracts from the^ournals of the AssenAly's Mis^ * 
sionaries,. and information derived from domestio 
and foreign sources. ' - , ^ 

^ 11.' That the Gommittee of- Missions be aullio- 

1805 ^*^®^^ *^ ^^^ ^^^ think it propel, to apply 
'to the General government, or to any of the 
particular state governments for obtaining aid in 
supporting the school already established under 
the care, of the Rev. Mr. Blackb^^ri among the 
iCberokee Indians, or any othei* school or schools' 
'which may be ;established among any of the In- - 
dian nations, or for promoting their civilization ia^ 
general.— -Vol. It. p. 100. 

Sect. 4# Instructions to Presbyteries and ^jf- 

The Assembly directed that the Presbyteries 

1803 ^® foture, report on l^is subject (Missionary 

* biisiness)^totheCommitteeofMis^ons, onjjf^ 

and make their reports so eariy^ as to enable the said 

committee, io avail themselves of the information^ 
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y^ar to year.— Vol. I. p. 319. 

Mesolvei^, That it he agaia solemnly laijoined on 
*809 *^ Piesbytepies and SyBOds^ mtkin the 
^^ ' <. bounds of the Genera) Assembly^ on nb ac- 
.connt i& interfere with the instructions gtven by 
the Con»nittee oi Missions to iEaissicHeiari^. 

The Assembly r^i^w^ their t)rder to PresAjr* 
4805 ^^^^ ^^ imiividiials ^ho haVe receiTe4^ 
* w shall receive religions books f^ diatri- 
Imtion^ to report annually ta the Btandisig. Commit^ 
tee of Missions^ the distribution i^ade^ tte^fiecls 
pi^duced^ and the books^ if . any^ remaining on 
'hand«- 

Sect, 5. Th^ /Synod of ike Carolinas resign 
the Missionary business^ in 1812. 

An ev^ture vraa received firom the Synod of ihe 
CaroBnas^ requesting the General Assembly to take 
t^Q them the diree<lon x>f the Missionary busi- 
ness witMft ' tk^ itottUds. This overtoire being 
rfcad^ it'^as 

M^sfAmdyl^^i the request oi that Bynod be 
granted; but at the same - time the Assembly re- 
eoBunended it to the Synod to make all practicable 
exertioias to increase the permanent atid eontin- 
^»iilimd8 ^ the^ Asiiembly^ i^ptopriatied to the 
euj^portof JMlssionsi ^ 

... 

Sect* 6* The Board of Missions constituted, . 
In 18i6. 

' * 'T a* ■ ■* 
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The committee appointed to cdnsider whefeet 
tile Missionary business canBot be carried on with 
more efficacy^ and to greater extent^'reported j and. 
their report being amended was adopted, and is aj* 

The committee rejoice in the prospect qf a com- 
petent supply of the word of God, to the poor and 
destitute in our country, by means of Bible Socie- 
ties. The numbers a^nd resources of these institu- 

* - * 

tions arfe every. day increasing; - so that, at no very 
rgmote period, it is hoped, that the «un of revela* 
tion will shine on every dark comer of our land^ 
apd iiradiate every dwelling however obscure. 
The committee, however, instptd of regarding this* 
as a reason for relaxing missionary efforts, are per- 
suaded that its proper eflfect is to infuse new life 
and rigour into the missionary cause. In propor- 
tion as the word of God is tnown and appreciated, 
will tlie preaching of the word in its simplicity and 
^u*ity be effectual : in proportion as the Bible is 
diffused, will missionaries be sm^essfiil in organ^ 
izing churches. 

- That there is a wide extent of c^unfry,. destitute 
f^the ordinary means of grace, istoo well known 
to be mentipneddn this place ; the present demand 
for Missionary labours, very far exceeds the ability 
of supply f and the population of the country is in*' 
ceasing with such rarity, that, whwo every; 
place how vacant /completely supplied witib the re-' 
gular ministrations of the gospel, after the elapse of 
a year there would probably be in the nation, four 
hundred thousand souls requiring the labour of a 
compc^tent number of religious instructors. When^ 
> the% there are such multitudes at this moment^ 
who rarely, if ever* l|^ar the gospel pr^ched, and 
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Hfimbers ^ when^ too, great multitudes, sensible of 
&eir wants^ are addressing their importunate cri^s 
ip iifi for missionaries, the cry for help of souls 
ready to, perish; it appears* to yoqr committee thrat 
6Bd and our brethren require of us jBmchmopethan 
we have heretofore rendered. We are lon^i^g aad 
praying for the coming of the day of glory f. and 
perhaps many of us iiope to see it; But we have 
BO right to calculate on miraculous interpositkms ; 
and without a miracle, centufy after ^century muft 
elapse before the earth can be filled with the k|i0w- 
ledge^pf ^(od. All that the Christiaii world is now 
dmng with united effort, if xcmtinued without inter- 
mission for one thousand years, would barely servQ 
to fill the world with Bibles and Missiona^ms. 
Yet we are not to despair. God, in his adfy^able 
Providente, seems to have changed, in these latter 
times, the scale on which he had for ages conduct- 
ed the affinirs of his government. Changes which 
formerly were the work of yeArs, are now. produ- 
ced in a day; Magnificent and asto^hing events 
Ibave passed so often before the eyes of men of the 
preset age^ that tlieir minds have acquired a tone 
amd vigour which prompt them to undertake and 
accomplish great things.. -We ourselves witness 
«very d^y tjbe wbtiderful effects of combined ccmii- 
dels and exi^ions, both in the moral and pQllticat 
world. ; 

From the lessons taught us by expejrience, your 
Committee have no doubt but that in the Presbyte- 
lian Church in the United States^ thei^llieeds only 
union of purpose and effort to accomplish aH the 

gans which have been proposed, and even' to gd 
r beycHid the expwtaiiiRui and hoye^ of ^ mml 
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Murgaine. And this esp^ally^as srf poVirerfal ai| * 
impulse Jias been given to the Christian community^ ' ' 
and'" the impression is soxleepand universal^ that it V 
becomes u» all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, to . 
^^ert ourselves for the promotion of his glory and, 
the extention of his k4ngdt)|n. ; ; ^ 

For the parpose of enlarging the sphere of oui:. 
missionary oper^^tions theny and infusipg new vi-^ 
gour into the caus^> your Conjuittee would respect- 
fully tecoimmend a change of the sty W, and enlar^V 
ment of the powers of the Standing Committee of 
Missions. I If instead of coiitipuing to this body^^ 
the character of a committee bound in all cases to 
act according to the instructions of the General As- 
sembly^ and under the necessity of receiving its . 
^auction to giv^ valiility to a}l the measures which . 
it ipay pn^ose, the Committee of Missions were , , 
erected into a Boards with full powers to transact 
all the busiiiess of the IMiissio^nairy cause; only re- 
quiring the Board to report annually |^ the Gene- 
ral Assembly: it would then be able to carry on 
the Missionary hu^iness^ yrith all the vigour and. 
unity of design that would be found in a socieiy * 
i^riginated for that purpose ; and at the saiqie time^ 
wotiM enjoy all the benefit that the counsel apd ad^ , 
vice of the General Assembly could afford. 

With thefie views of the j^ubject^ it is respectful^ 
iy recommended : 

1. That the i^tyle of the committee be changed 
for that of ^^ The Board of Mi^onSj^ acting nnder . 
the authority of the General Assembly of the Pr6B« ^ 
by terian Church in the United States*'^ 

2. That the Boa:rd of Missions be enlarged by 
the addition of the Rev. John B^ Romeyn^^* D^ -^ 
Samuel M iller^ J). Jk Messrs. Samiiel Bayard^ 
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ftobeVt Ralston) Ilobevt Lenox, Jdba R. B:^ A'odg-^ 
ers, John E. Caldwell, DivieBethune;, and Zecha- 
riali Lewis. . - 

3. That, in addition to thia powers already gifatit- 
ed to the Committee of Missions) tlieBoard<>f Mis* 
*Bioos be authorized to appoint Missionaries when- 
ever they may deem it proper 5 to make snch ad- 
vances to missionaries as may be judged necessary; 

' an$l to pay balances i^ue to missionaries who hc^ve 
fnlfilled their missions^ whenever^ in the» }^^ ' 
ment, the particular circumstances of the missiona- 
ries may require it. : .♦ '.^ 

4. That the Board be authorized and^ii^cted 
to take measured for establishing thrpu^out our 

: churches. Auxiliary Missionary Societies^ and 
that the General Assembly recommend\td .their 
people the establishment of such societies^ to aid 
the funds, and eidtend the operations of the Board. 

5. That the members of -the Board of Missioni», 
he annually chosen by the^ Assembly ; and that 
they continue in office until the rising of the next 
Grenerai Assembly, when they are to be su^ccei^ded 

^ by the persons chosen fqr the current year. . 

f^ Sec*. 7. !l%ejBdor^ ^ Trust qf the Sy'ti^ of 

\^ .Chio. ■ 

* - V • '. . ■ ' 

[^ ' A Letter was received from the Board of Trust 
;^ of the. Synod of Ohio, informing th6 Assembly 
* . '"" that they had formed themselves into a Missionary 
t. ' Society, and requesting permission to retain- in 
h their hands^ all the monies collected within their 
!> bounds for Missionary purposes, since the lastAi^-. 
Sjembly.^ A c6py of their constitution accompani- 
ed thdr ietteh This communicatim was refer- 
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red to a eonf mittee^ to report th^^on as sobli. at. 
convenient. 

The committee to whom was rrferred the re-" 
^e^ of thi Board of Trust of the Synod of Ohio, 
in%. That| in cohsequence of the > Synod having' 
formed themselves into a Missionary. Society, they 
he permitted to retain in their hands all the monies , 
collected Within their boands foi^ Missionary pnr* 
poses, since the lust Assembly ; repoirted;^ and thdr 
teport, being reM and amended, was adopted, and 
iir as follows : vi;;;;. 

Uesolted^ That the request be granted, and thai 
the Synod be requested to make an annual report 
of their Mtesionary business to the Board of Jifis-- 
sions.— 1817^ 

■ - ■ ■ ' . . - ' ■■' •• "■ ^' ' 

i^eet. 8. The JHan c^ the Board of MimofM 

recommended, in 1817. . 

The committee appointed to select, from the first 
report of the Board of Missions^ such partictdars as 
require the attention of the As8embly,-reported; and 
their report being read, was adopted, and is fol- 
lows: viz^ , , .*' 

1. Mesolvedy That the Assembly approve and 
earnestly recommrad to the Presbyteries undeir 
their care, the Address and Plan of the Board, ot 
Missions.^ They trust the church, at large, will 
immediately and vigorously enter into measures sor 
vitally important to the interests of religion as those 
recommended by the Board. 

2v Re^vedf That the members of this Asseni- 
bly be instructed to procure, and, in the most eflfec* 
tual way, to commnnicate to our congregations, the 
above Address and Flaja ; addr that me great bu9i* 
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. iieas of domesfic Missions be^ as much as possible^ 
7 recomme&ded to the "whole cominunioii of the Pres- 
byterian church. 

3, Resoi'&ed, That the Presl^eries^ and Mis^ 
sionary Societies which may be formed, be direct- 
ed to take ; measures for raising th^ir funds so as 

^ not to int^ere With the annual collections* in the 
.churches, in aid of the Missionary funds of the As-^ 
' sembly. 

4. Reaolveiy That the Board be authori^ed^ al^* 
ways, to insert their Missionary appointments in 
ihb Appendix to the printed Exkacts. . ■ ' '- ^ 

* ".* , -1 ' ^ ,, ' 

: ^ed. 9. The request of the Presbytery of Onei- 
iayin 1818. ^ ^/ ^ ^ ! 

The following extract from the minutes of the 
^ Presbytery of Oneida^ was overtured : m%. 

^^ Ord&rei^ That our ciammissioucrs to the next 
General Assembly be instructed i;o request the As- 
sembly to permit this Presbytery to manage their 
own Missionary concerns/^ ^ 

On motion. Resolved^ That 4;he Presbytery of 
Oneida be referred to ibe plan proposed by the 
• ^oard of Missions. : 

Sect. 10. ^nmqmryinreg!ar4toiheattentioh 
^id to the plan^ in i8i8. 

The committee appointed to report to the As- 
sembly the result of the inquiry made of the Pres- 
byteries, relative to the recommendation of the 
iasj Assembly, on the subject of the Address and 
i^lan of the Board of Missions, reported f and their 
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report bei^g reu^T^ was adopted^ and is aa fi^Ilows : 

That feom tlie inquiry it appeared that the Pres- 
byteries had in g^nefal paid a laudable attention to 
the suliyect ; and the Assembly hope that they wilL^ 
persevere in the important businesiy till it is aim^ 
f r pleted* 

Sect^ 11, 'Pie plan recommended again in. i 
1819/ 

The report accepted in the morning^ vi%. the re- 
port of the committee appointed to examine the re- 
pwt of the Board of Missions^ and state to the As- 
sembly the parts of the report which require the 
attention of the Assembly^ was read by paragrilphs ; ^ 
atrd being amended^ was adopted^ and is as fol- 
lows: viz. ^ . ' 

Sesolvedy 1st. That it be, and it hereby is, re- ^ 
commended to the Presbyteries which have not yet 
adapted the pflan of the BoaM of Missions, to form 
Missionary Societies auxiliary to . the Board, 
agreeably to the plan winch has been proposed auc^ 
published by the sMd Board, and recommended by^ 

^ a former Assembly, 

- ^^ — * » ' * ' ^ >- . - 

^ 2d. That the Presbyteries who may-form them^ v 
selves into Missionary Societies auxiliary to the 
Board be, and they are herdby, instructed to re- 
pert to the Board the establishment of such so- 
cieties, and annually a brief account of their oper-^ 
rations ; and that the same be recommended to all 
other societies that may become auxiliiiry to the 
Board. . 
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• ¥!9r'in0trttctim8 und recomm^ndati&hs in reguri 
tQth^ funds n^ceastiry fen" Jtlissymury purposes. 
' ;See Part VL Chap, I; ^ 
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CHAPTER II. 



OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 



Secf. 4. A Committee appointed to confer 
with sister ChurcheSi itt.l&16. s 

* XHE Coinmittee farther report^ that while deli- 
berating on the subject referred to them, they at 
first thought it would be expedient for this Asnevn- 
bly to present to the considemtion of their churches 

; , the importance of Foreign Mbsions^ and tb4irect 

the Board to take measures for commencing, and 

• carrying oh such missions '; but,- on mature reflec- 

jtlon^ lliey aire ^oclined tb bielieve, thai the union dT 

Foreign with Domestic Missions would prodnce 

too great complexity in th^ affairs of the Boards 

and render tibie pressure of business too severe and 

' burtfaensbme. And thi» consideration is strength* 

ened by the belief which they indulge^ that a New 

Society fdr conducting foreign Missions mi^ht be 

formed^ composed not only of members beldnging^. 
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t6 €^r cfcarebcis/ bat also of m^bens bohiigltag^ta 
Hie Refmned Dutch Church); to the Aflsociate^Ete^ , 
formed Churchy aiid other chuh^heg which ha?^^ . 
adopted the sainsi creed. 8uch a 'sodety ^8 fairly 
desorable ; aud were it orgauiaed e^ au eicteniuye 
plau^ so as to call: forth the confined eujergieii 

- ^ud charitjf dT ail these sifter churches^ it would 
be productive of j^ueficial consequeuces, both al 
home ^d abroadL to durselvejsi as well as to the 
heathen.. . \ 

' Me^olvedf That the. Rev. John B. Romey% 
D.D. Archibald Alexa.ndery D. D. Edward 9rtf- - 
fin^ !)• D. William Neill, D. D. and James JEbV^ 
chards^ D. D. land Messrs. Biyie Bethune^ and 
Zcechariah Lewis^ be a committee to correspon4 ^ 
with the Dutch, and Associate Refc^med Churches« 
and oilier bhurches holding the dame creed ; and 
endeavour to ascertain whether tiie members ojt 
those churches will unite with those df the Presby- ' 
^ terian Church in the IJnited States, in the forma- 
tion of a Society for Foreign Missions; and if 
possible report to the next General Assembly a 
plan of a sodety to be established for this pur^ 

- po$e« 

<■ Sed^ 2. The Constitution if ^e Unit^ ^1^- ^ 

mgn Mis9ionafn/ Society, ' 

. . • .- • ^ ' .•- -' ■-• 

The Commitfee appointed by the last Assraibl^ 

to confer with the Reforaied Dutch, and the ^sm** 

ciate Reformed Churches, and others holding the 

same creed, on the subject of forming a Steciety for 

« Foreign JHfissiohs^ reported thai; Q|6$r had piet with 
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committees from tbe general Synods of the kbove 
named churches^ and agreed on' a plan for 9acb a 
j»ociety. : This plan was^ submitted^ and read to^tfae 
. Assi^nibly^ and is as follows : tn^ji* : 

' ^^^ Article 1. This Society shall be comj^oSed 

■ of the Presbyterian, ^Reformed Dutch^ and Asso* 

ciate Heformed Churches, and all others who may 

choose to join them j and shall be knt>wn by the 

-^ name of ^' The Vndtei Foreign Missionary So* 

'"■ ciety.? V : ' ' , - 

' Article 2* The object of the Society shall be 

io spread the Gospel Hmong the Indians oT North 

America, the inhabitants , of Mexico and South 

Affieric% and in other portions of the heathen and 

Auti-christian world. . . . ^ > 

Article 8. "The business of the Society shall 

he conducted by a Board consisting of a President, 

, six Vice-Presidents, a CJorresponding Secretary, 

a Recording Secretary^ a Treasurer, and twelve 

Managers, to be annually chosep by the Society. 

They shall have power to enact their own bye-laws. 

Seven shall constitute iai quorum. . ' 

Artich 4- Th^ Board sliall present their aii- 
nual repiort to theliighest judicatories of the three 
denominations, for their information. 

# - ArHcle 5. Any perscwa paying three dollars an- 
nually, or thirty dollars, at one time, shall be a 
member of the Society. "^ 

. Article p. ^ The annual meeting <^f the ISociety 
shall be lield in the city of New York, on the 

, Article 7 . Missionaries .shall be selected ' firom 
tlw^ three churches indiscriminately* ^ \ 
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•j^'fielrS.: like CoiisltitetiloQ m»y be#W^^ 
n voter ^ two- thirds of t^ titeipbers present ai art 
iiiliiaal QK^ng^ wkh the c(ms*tit of the highest jui, 
4icatorte» erf the |hree deiipiiaiDatioas-^^ 

' ^Mesolvedy^ That the GteoeVal Assemhly ajiproye 
the foi^goiag plan of a Society for/Eoreign Misr^ 
sioHs^ andrecommeftd tjo all their miiiidtera aaid 
people^ gi^ the nneiaSttre their active and zealotah 
support. „\ 

The Rev-' J)r. JohnB. Romeyn and Mr. Ziechari- 
ah Lewis were appinntedtto meet^ in th0 city erf New 
Yorfi^ ais «oon ar may be ^c^nvenieBt, ifrith commit^ 
tees from the General Synods of this Reformed 
Dutch, and Associat!^ Reformed Churches^ ta carry 
the aforesaid plan into operaticHi. 

Sect^ 3* Amendments t& 4h^ Canstiiution^ xn^ 



The first annnjal report of the United "Foreigft 
Mis^sioniary Society was laid on the table, together 
with their address to the thr^e denominations unit* 
,ed in their society; and the following amendments 
to the consttttttif^ of said so^biety were- ap^vedT[>y 
the Assembly : in«. .* ; . 

1. That the third article be so altered, as to' 
make the whole number of ma.nagers eighteen, in- 
stead of twelve, exclusive of the officers. %^ That 
to the fifth article be added the following clause : 
a?i%. And any person presenting to the Society a 
donation of nqt less dian one hundred dollars^ 
shall be a Directdr fgr life^ and entitled to a Ifeat 
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imd i^to in tfce Baird df Maiia^ers> 3^ 

nn ajrticle ht add^^ after the fifth of tluB original 

• iDstniment^ to read thus : The jpresi^efti^ 1 1^iefi«- 
surer^ apd Secretary of any Society anxiUary to 

> this, shall he ex-offlcia members of the Boardk.of 
Maiia^rs. 4. That the Board, of Ma^agprs Mbe 
tRtuthonzed to fill any vacancies that may occur Ib 
itheBqard^ , , , . 

.'i JSego/rei^ That the Genital Assembly do ap* 
'^ prove the imp<»totit objects .contemplated by the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, and recom- 
mend the said jSociety to the attention itf the seve- 
XflA Presbyteries. 



'J 



*^ This amendiflerkt was not doncurved' hi by the judicatories of 
t^ other cbityt^epy «id coPsequeiHty It forms do part df the Ooi»ti« 
tutiori, ' ' 
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OF Pious YOUTH. 



Sect: 1. The Jlsgemblif f'ee&mmended this sub" 
Ject to the attention qfjthe Presktfteries^ in 1806. 
»■ *r ^' . ' ' ' '■ " ' 

x HE last Assembly^ having required the Presby- 
teries under their care, ,to instruct their Commis- 
sioners to this Assembly J on the subject of an over- 
ture, respecting the ' education of pious youtb for 
the goi^pel ministry, &c. the Assembly called Mt 
their members to report the measures' takeii by 
the Presbyteiies which they repres(^ted,r on tbfe* 
'subject, ' ' " - . '" ■ ' 

The Assembly, finding that there was a general 
coincidence of sentiment on tWs subject. 

Resolved^ That the Moderate, jDr. Green, Dr. 
^Nott, Mr; Arthur^ and Mr,-Carrick, be a comB^^t- 
iee^ to take this subject into considecaticm^ to 
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draugM and lay before ttte faensev a 'iamafe pnir ' 
per to be adopted and piiblisfaed bythe Assembly^ 
and calculated to i^arry ilie design: into coniplete 
dTect* 

The minute, reported by this committee, %fter 
amendment, was adopted l^y the Assmd>^, and is 

' The commissioners froin aH the JPresb^eric* re- 
presented in i^is A-ssembly, ttaring been called to 
fgtate the opinioti entertained by their respective 
^presbyteries^ on this subject, it appeared^ that tii^e 

: overture had been seriously cons^idered and highly 
approved,, by the most of th^i^ thai some Presl^- 
teries had long been in the luibit of using the mea- 
sures contemplated in the overture j\fi^ bringmg 
Ibrward youth of piety and talents^ as candidates 
fiEM* the 'gospel ministry ; and that others had 
adopted :an4 organized such measures within the 
last yeitr, and in conseq^uence of the overture u^er 
consideration. — , . \ * 

After maturely deliberating, the Assembly de* 
^mi^d^ that the part tf the overture whuA rBldte» 
to the Beleetiim mm education of young men qfjpietg 
and talents for the gospel miizt^tr^ presents a pla% 
which they consider as well deservii^ their coua- 
tenance a^d support It is indeed, an obvioas and 
melancholy fact, that the candidates for the ^pel 

vsninistry, witibin the bminds of the Fresbytenaa 
church, at present, is g^reatly disproportionate 1^ 
the 4emand which is mMe^ for thdir ^services ; and 
that the rapid kicrease of vacant cbngregfttions, ts^ 
ken in connexion ^ih the youth iirho are studying 
for the mifiJ^ry, present^ a mei^^tKNny p*ospect 
of wh^ is likely to be the state of pur church In a 
few years, if prompt aii4 effectaal measiures ^ieBot 
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tb$,n;tfat^xii^iB^0tate of tbmgs is like^ to prpduGQ^ 
Tbe A«Bdii»bIy were imleed, deeply afflt^tied.by the 
;^ew /whicli they, h^d tafeeu <rf this siibject^ atsct 
'Wi^. eiidti«iB<^y soliatcms t9 ^^^a^ 
'4^ieut meii^iif 03 wUelii cirp^tmstELuees peimditi vio f^ 
Bml;wth^ evil i^^hieh eijtists, and to prjev^itt its angr 
mieHtlti^it^ Biri^ w th^^estifteries of whick ' 
AssoiUy have' til©; ovei^hty are Scattered overa. 
^(f -^^teat ol ccmfetfy, imd their cireums tances are J 
kfiowD to b^ extoemely variouej, it oeo^rredjo that 
Mii^bs^iwte^injmietion on all the Prefibytefies iaif ^ 

"^jW wifely to entei? ©a the «xecntion-(rf the^plaa' 

wLAOsed^vJ^i^t boarhatid on «ome^ if not be e»-- 

Jirely inculpable of execution. On the other ha»dy 

im&^^ itor6^i^m^i%d[<a;n^ attention to the plan^ with- . 

^«ttt attaching f|,ny respoufsibilfty to the. neglect rf^ 

ke recomiaenflation^ Appeared to the Assembly^i^n- ^ 
bd^patible with the hi^ import^anee of the skubject|.^^^ 
!^^na\with their own duty as the guardians of the- ' 
^chureh, bound espemlly tOiprovide fof their peor 
Iple^4S»pply of the word- frf life. It was thferef 
jp^ftfore determined tq take a middle course betweea 
^*5^es|e extremes^ so as^ If poi^sible^ to 4Y<ud th^ iu^^ 
yi €Onv»t^ce of both. < With- this in . view, it waa 

f^ v6y ifwwf m9%e^ly rttomw^ndy to evety Rresby tfeijr 

^\^ ?)aiK|Br tkeir care, totise their «tiw^t^ildeavours% 

^ymmt9i%^, fiy .al}ipSi|al>|e ine th^power^ the 

iittnil>er ^ promisitig eandklaies for tho'^holy mlnjis- 

t*y-^o pF©s» it upon the pa)%iit$ af pbiss ymjltk, 40 

>ed«tcale t^emibr tile eti^is^b^ ani^ on j&e youth 

themselves.^ to de^te their talents and tii^ir livee 

.; io this sa^cre4 calUng'--4d make'vigor^tts exertions 
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, " take ^ their fiiiidd, give such e'ddeooe as tiie^ oa^ 
tuFe of the'cas^ admits^ that they pog6«i^ vhoth i^- 

^^ . lents mid piety-^-^impeQi'th^ eidbaeatiosMif thes^ 
youlb during the^ourse both <^^thmf .aaides|^iil 
mid theioldgical studi6&| iofaaoidog fdiHtt^ii luck 
S€ho<^^ semiixaries^ #nid teachers^ us* eiKfhihgisfey- 

£v ; tei^ may judge inost ptoper-a»d adtai»ti^ jse 

. ^ as eventually to bring them iuta the mmis^ty^ well 

1. "^ fiu'ni^hed for their wwkt^---^ml th&Asj^eiwly de 

hereby order, that every Presbytery uade^. their 

\t3are, make^ annually, a report to^tibie As^ewMy;, 

^ statifi^ j^rticularly what tliey have done m this 
, concern; ojr why (tf the ease so shall be) Qk^j have 

J - done nothing iia it;— and the Assembly will, when 

' ^ these reports are received^ consid^er^^ach distinctly, 
and decide by V9te, whether the Presbyteries se* 
veJally shiill be considered a« havitig- discharged, 

' " or neglected their dutyf in this iiB^(»*taiii l^^hi^^. 

" - :>-VoL II. p. 178-B180.: ' 

^ ^ Sect 2. The Presbyteries required td rejport 
m this BUbjact in writings in 1813. 

The Asse'nifbly exdeedingly regret to leavn^m 

^ * the reports aiind 'statements mada this yet^^ that so 

T - few of the Presbyteries, have as yet prosecuted miM 

^ effect th^ imporlimt buB|ness of selecting j»id edo^ 

^ting poor aiid piotfs youths pr^mismg tal^t% 

1^ the gospel ministry ^ esp^ 

]hiand4OT able afnd f ai^firl tSinisteirs is so pressiii^ 

and constantly increasing throughout this great attd 

growing country; , ;- ^^ 

An&f whi&reas^hereris «.: great deficiency in jte^ 
gain oA^MA^aota^ 
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ytaikmimli»^^^ by mcjpjfeef* pyesMt, that aome <^ 
tii« Fresbytc^Hie^ had not raised aoy i^oUeciacm^^ b^ 
eafise iliey bad no blm^^iatet^^J^^ tQ amlj^ tbm 
t(^:^^Tb^M^we9 jRe^ol all tjie J^re^yte^ 

yie^ be ^avelul \i^ ^vikmiif iet ibi^ futpre^ t#4Hm 
alHt- aiy&«^cal^d tej^t^ qii Ibis @iabj^ to tbe ^a* 
glibly; and that, wfeere €ircwm«te»€es wi^^ 
mky- tbey imiiim)lyjrab^^^ ioF tbUi importonf 

purpose^ as Wi&ll as diligently seek for suitable 
cbaractersy for their _Mpropria%iii*—rVoL JH. |^ 
121. Bee ali^ Vol, lU. j^.4^^^ 
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Sect B. A pdHicvlar teed re- 

gard to the disposal of the funds raised Jbr-iitU 
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^^ The eoiolaittee appoit^ted to devijs^ra plan^^^f^^^^ 
the dtspoml of the ^o4^ int theiit»d$ of certain ' 
Presbyteriea for t&e edkjipatic^^ '^ 

;p>utii wbahaw.aO'Objeetao^wMeh to bestow , 

bounty^ Hreported ; and their report, fc^i^ tead^^ waA, " 
adop^d^aiidia as fallows : in^ V . ^ 

iKfi^<?fo^, That it be recomineuded to thoi^e .*^ 
Jprefi^byteries^ who have fuads foir tjte educa^on^of '^ 
poor and pious yoiith for the Gospel ministry^ pr 
who are «me to raise /u»ds^ f^^ piirpose, / but ■'; 
^an fiM no suitable young' mpk withm their . owidi 
bouud^ to take aieas^res t6 obtaiu them: froin the 
bouk^ cif other J'r^byterlee^ ajid edoGatetbem » , 
for the work of the iqimstry ^ or th«d: tbey auuttally * 
transmit mottey^ lor thk„ol)jeet^ to the General As- ?: 
sembly, that the Asseijibly umy appropriate it to 
l%e'ob|ect for. which it \^a9r^ or that they 
trausiBBot it to ' ma 9jt the Tiie^lpj^l Seudoaries 
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yithin our hpoiids, to be appTiefl^ 7%^*^^'^''*" 
pots to the education o| indigent yoitiig^Eij^ in »ii 
Seminaries: and that the Stated Ciei^kpf the Gfee- 
iperal A^semblj be the organ of comnnKBka^op be* 
4ween such Presbyteries as may have lodoney ta be 
applied to the above purpose, -and thaee^ presbyte- 
ries who may havig undc^thekcai^ joiHffig^ivsmiiriio 
Bhall need theirlitomlity; ' ^ \ ^ ., - 

Sect. % The JlBsembly resolved to esfdUish a 
-General JBoard of Education ^ iniSl9. ,, 

H^hereas the Genwal Assembly forma flie bond 
of union of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
-^ States^ ^nd affords the acknowledged mieans of 
' ~ conibining the intelligence and com^^ 

; ' efforts of that denominafion : iPlThercas j&epreseiit 

•' dtate of our country mpst Ibudjy calls fwrincrcasing 

energy and ^eal in training yomig men for the mifl- 

iitry of the Gospel ^^ a^d it has becoHPfce ncDeswuy 

' , :td^originate new and more' . efficient m^sures ist 

cari'ying o^ this grejit and important wprk j to sys- 

; tematize and unite the efforts tliat are now making 

4v within nur bounds: And whereas itis; desirable 

J that a ftmd be -established under the direction o| 

. ^ ' -the' General Assembly^ which, among other object^ 

J, inight afford assistance to those Pi^stiyteiies and 

parts of the church that iw-y, require the same r-r- 

Tberefore, ites(>/t?(^<^, ' - - 

'' ^\ : 1st. Thkt the General Ajssembly establish a. g^^ 

Herat Boar4 of E^lucation. : .y 

^: 2d. That it be. recommended thai Boai^ds .jtf 

I Education be formed within our bounds, auxiliary 
to the Boai:d of the .General Asseml;^yv as eKten- 
sively as possibliS* - ^^ - 
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at Tliat it be fecomtaMiJ^^ several 

pipesbytepfes to ftwrm^ themselv^ ihl» Edu^^ 
@Q€i^Jes> auxiliary %0 the Board, and to adopt tM 
lokMsA vigorous effox^i? to accompUsh this iiupbrtaut 
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4th. That, as a fundamentai principle, no 
yoo^ iBim shatt be pati^iiized and assisted hy 
the mids of the^Boardr who shall not, in thc^ ^ 
ju^ment of the Board, or of s(ome auxiliary socie- 
ty, ^*e h^pefoLevidenqB of ^iety and promising 

Jth. Tltftt it be the object of this. Educatio^i 
Boards and its auxiliaries, to assist tlie young men 
under their pairtmageiand direction/ to obtain all 
parts of an education necessary to th^ir introduc- 
tion into' the^ulpit^ induding botk ihe^ classical 
and theological course. ' J. . * 

6th. That the Boards, auxiliary to the Board 
<rf the Assembly, shall cbjp permitted to make such) 
arrangeihents and selections of places for the 
young men under their care to prosecute theji: edu- 
cation, whether clasMcalpr theological,, as they 
may prefer. . - .^ 

7th. That the auxiliaries shall annually report 
flieir proceedings to the Board f and that the Board 
report to the Assembly. 

- 8th. That ^he auxiliaries shall send to, the Board 
all the iiurplus funds in their hands, which jihall 
iiot be necessary for those^youngvmen under their 
own iinmediate care. - ^ 

'9th, That the Board, according to its best dis^ 
fcretion> assign tB th6 several Auxiliary Societies^ 
their just proportion of the whole disposfable fund^ 
i€ the Board. 
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' lOtlK Tliat Brs: flill, ftlchai-dsv and Bliitek- 
^ ford^ with the Rev. Messrs. Martin and Bennik; 
t, be appointed a ccnninittee to digest and ikuw up d. 
Constitotipn embracing tliese fandiimental objecisf - 
and to j^sent it to tins' Assenlbly for 'their i^p^ 
'f- 4ion»- :■":'■'■ '': - "^ ■■ 
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^fict. 5. TA^ Constitution of the Board. 

The committee appointed to draft a constitttiaoii 
for Establishing a general Board of. ^ducatioil^ 
Agreeably to the resolutions adopted ^by' the As- 
seinblj^On the subject^ repotted one;«wMeh> being 
Mad and ameHd:ed^ was adopted^ andis^as^s fe£* 
lows: vix. 

ist^ There shall be a gene^l Boardt^f Educa* 
iion, knxjwnby the name of The Board ot* £d0- 

eAT!ON> UNDER THE €AR^ OF THE GeNERAI^ AS- 
SEMBLY OF THE PREMYtJaillAN ..ChUUCH iH TBB 

tJNiTJS^D States of America* 

2d. The Board shall consist of thirty-six meni* 
bers ; of whom there shall be twenty iministers ai^ 
sixtecih elders, ojtie minister add t>ne elder to be 
chosen from each Srnod^ and the remainder 'from 
Philadelphia^ and fron» a distance convenient id 
it. Seven m0nJlier8, including the President of 
Vice-President^ shall be a^uornm to trans&ct ba* 
siness. '' -.-.■: ^ > - v r 

M. The whole ntmber of members shall be .di- 
vided into four classei^-rone-|6urlh to be anm[aili|r 
diected. < -^ •- ' ' , 

4th« The election of tlie members c^ the BoariA 
shall be made by nomination and ballot^ by the Ge^ 
Beral Ass^bly, ^ 









-vf 



. - - «^ "r — " "«> *» 



'i 



■'.•*- 



5th. The officer^ dhall be a Prendent, three 
Tice^PreajdentS; a ri^oi^tling, and a ccNTespondiiig 
(Secretary, a^d Sr Treasurer, to be anaaalljir elected 
by th6 Board. 
^ 6th. The objects iof this Board shall be^ 

1; To recognise such Presbyteries ' and other 
associations as jnay form themselves into Educa- 
tion Societies^ as auxiliary to the Oeheral Board. - 

2. To assist such Presbyteries and associations^ ; 
in eddcatiBgpions' youth tot the, gc^pel ministry, 
both in their academical and theological coarse. 

8. TTo assign according to their, best discre- 
tion^ tot the several auxiliary Societies, a just pro- . 
portion of the /whole, disposable fttnds under their 
controul. - ' >. 

4. Td concert and ^ecute such .measures as 
they shall judge to be proper^ for increasing their 
fimds and promoting the general object. / 

7thi. No young man shall be patronii^ed or as- 
sisted by any auxiliary Society, unless he shall 
{iroduce a testimonial of hisr hopeful piety and ta^ ^ 
ents, from somp Presbytery under whose care he 
shall be taken. . ' 

8th. Auxiliai^ Societies may make such ar* 
irangements, and selection of a Seinifmry for the ^ 
young men under their patronage, as, in their 
opinion^ shall be most eligjible for the; prosecuting 
of their education, whether classical or theologicaL 

9th. The auxiliary Societies shall send to the 
Board all the surplua funds in their . handsi^ 
which shall not be necessary for the accommoda- 
tion of those immediately depending on them fo? 
support. . 

ipth. Every auxitiary society shall annually fo]> 
Ward i tepwt of their proceeding to the Boards 



1 



;*i»T vm.] • ' i ^I0us 1C0UTH. -^ j^9 -^ 



if* 



230; 



<«"raE £DucATIO;^f oPj, Ice. fpARrym. 



' Sufficiently early to enable the Board, whose duty 

• it shall be, to report to the General Assembly. 

' 11th. The Board shall have power to make such 
byerlaws to regulate their own proceedings, iiad 
effisctually to accomplish the great cAgecte of their 
appointments^ as shall not be inconsistent with this 
constitution. ^ : : : ^ 

i2th; TheBoi^rd may propose to ike General 
Assembly, from time to time, soch jilans as they 
« may consider useful and necessary for the supc^g 
of this institution, to be recommended to the several 
societies or dburches, its the A^isembly mayjihink 
jproper. .. ^ *. 

13th. No addition or amendment to the provi- 

. sions of this constitution, shall be made, unless by 

the consent of two-thirds of the members of the 

General Assembly, jn^eseiit at any of their ses- 

* sions ; of which notice shall be given at least one 
day previous. 
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CHAPTER I. 



OF THE PRELIMINARY ACTS, OF. THE ASSfiM'- 

BLY. 
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Sect i. Pirns submitted to the consideration 
of -1;he Pr^byteries^ m 1809, ^ 

J_ HE Committee to which was pefetred the overr 
ture in relation to the establishment of a Theolo^-* 
cat School, brought in the following report; which, 
beingTf^ad, was adopted, and Is afirfollows : 

The committee appointed on. the subject of .a 
Theological School, overtired from fhe Presbytei^f 
of l^hiladelphiaV report, * * 

That three modes of compassing this important 
object have presented themselves to their conside* 
J ration. : " - ^ 
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i^ ^, f he &st is/ to e«rf^lish one ^ii Bcboot, m 
some convenient plac6>iiear the centre of the bounds 
of our church. ^ 

* ; " The second is, to estal>li^li two such sdboo^ in 
I : fluch places as. may best accommodate the nOTtbami 
'-r «nd southern divisions of the chrtreh. 

The third is, to establish snaeh a schools within 

. the bounds of eacl^ of the Synods, In this case, your 

' ' comniittee surest the propriety of leaving it t6 each 

Synod to direct the mode of forming ike school, and 

the place wh^re it shall l)e establii^hed.^ ^ 

The advantages attending the; first of the pro- 
posed modes are, that it would he furnished with 
;. ^ larg^ funds, and, therefore, with a more extensive 
'library, And a greater number of professors. 

/- The system of edi;icati6n pursued m it, wooUt 
f. ' therefore, be more extensive and jn9re perfect ; tto 
:7 ;^y^ouths educated in it would also become mcMre uni- 
ted iti the sam^ views, and contract an elariy and 
i ' lasting friendship for each other ; circumstances 
which could not fail of promoting harmony and 
\ V ^j^rgsperity in the church. The clisadvaiitases„ at- 
' tending this mode would be, principally those de- 
» ' rived from the distance <ifits position from the ex* 
l feemities of the pteSsbyterian bounds. 
; .- The advantages attending the second of the pro- 
posed modes, and the disadvantages will readily 
■>: ' suggest themselves, from a comparison of |hi* :vvitb 
the other two/ , , , ^ 

Theadvaatages which Would attend the third, 

to wit; ^e establishipent of : theological schoofe? 

^' by the respe>ctive synods, would beth^ following 

]i The local situation of tW respective schools would 
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be peculiarly con vetiiBnt for the sevetul f arts^ of a 
country so extensive, as tliat for the bienefit of which 
they were designed. The inhabitants having the 
seminatries brought near ta them, would feel a peh 
culiar interest. in ^eir jw^osperity, and may be ra- 
tionally expected to contrU)ute to it much moire 
liberally^ than to a single school^ or even to two^ 
The synods also^ having the immediate care of 
th^m^ and directing either In person^ or by delega- 
tion, all their concerns, would feel a similar in- 
terest, and would probably be better pleased with 
a system- formed by themselves, and iherefore pe-^ 
cullarly suited to the wishes and interests of the 
several pahs of the church immediately under their 
direction. Greater efforts, therefore^ may be ex- 
pected from ministers anjil people, tp promote the 
prosperity of these schools, than of any' pther. 
The disadvantages of this mode vvould be, thein^ 
feriority of the funds, ^ smaller number of profes.- 
sorsj a, smaller library, and a more limited system 
of education in eachv The students also, would, 
as now, be strangers to each other. . ^ 

Should the last of these modes be adopted, youjr 
committee are of opinion that every thing pertain- 
ing to the erection and conduct of «ach school^ 
should be left to tlie direction of the respective 
Synods. If either of the firstj th^ whole should 
be subject to the controul of the General Assem- 
biy. / 

Your committee also suggest, that iri the former 
of these cases, the funds for each school should be 
raised within the bounds of the Synod, within 
which it was stationed. In the latter they should 
be collected from the. whole body of the chui^ch. 
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Tour comiftitleev iherefoFe/ suBinit the follbwiiig 
resolution rio wit^, 

Meaolved^ That fhie. above plans lie su^ndlted 
to all the Presbyteries within the bounds K>f the 
Greneral Assembly^ for their consideration, and that 
they be careful to send up to the next Assesinbly, 
at their sessions in May^ 1810^ their opinions on 
the subject 
■ ^\ '■ . . ■' ' > ' ^" 

Sect 2. T^e Plan determined an^ in 1§10.. 

vv The Presbyteries were called upon to^ state 
^hat they had respectively done witt respect to 
the recommendation of the last As§einbly, relative 
to the establisjb^ment of a TheologicaVschool, ' 

The committee appointed to present to the As- 
sembly a plan for the establishment of a Theolo- 
gical' school, reported, and the report was laid on 
the table. 

The CoBDimiittee appointed farther to consider 
the subject of Theological schools, reported; and 
the report, being read and amended, was adopted, 
and is as follows : viz. ' 

; That after maturely deliberating On the subject 
committed to them, they submit to the Assembly 
the following results. 

1. It is evident, that not only n. majority of the 
Presbyteries which have reported on this, suliject^ 
but also a majority of all the Presbyteries, under 
{lie ciiJre of tms Assembly, have expressed a de- 
cided opinion in favour of the establishment of 4 
Theological School or schools in our church. 
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% It appear^ to the eQBgfmi^^ tbat aStftou]^^ . 

according to the statement already replorted tp the 
AsaiMably^ there is^^n ^qaal number of Presbyte'* , 
ries in favour of the first plan^ whi^oh contemplated 
a.single school for the whole church ; and in -fa- 
vour of the third plan, which coittemplates the erec- 
tion of n school iu.each Synod; yet, as sever^-l of ^ 
the .objections madre to the first plan, ve fouuded 
entirely on misconception, and will be completely 
obviated J by developing the details of that plau ; it 
seemd fairly to follow, that there is a greater amount- 
of Presbyterial suflErage in favour of a single school^ 
than of any other plan. V' 

3. Under these circuttis|ances, the committee are^ 
of opinion,* 4hat, as much light has been obtained 
from the reports of Pr^byteries, ou this^ subject, .. 
as Would fa6 likely to result from a*renewal of 
the refeVehce^ no advantage will probably arise 
from farther delay in this imiiurtant concern, but^ 
oft the contrary, much serious inconvenience and - 
evil; that the present Assembly is bound to atf 
tempt to carry into execution some one of the; plans, 
proposed"; and that the first plan, appearing t^ 
have, on the whole, the greatest share of public 
aentiment in its favour, ought of course to be 
adopted. 

4. Your committee therefore recommend, that the 
present General Assembly declare its Japprobation 
and adoption of this pHn,, and inuuediately cbmr , 
ineuce a course of measures for carrying it iuto 
execution, as promptly and extensively as possi- 
ble; and for this purpose, they recommend to the 
Assembly^ the adpptiou of the following resolu- 
tions« 
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Resol'i^edy t. ^^hal thfi state of oIit fchurches, 
the loud and affecting call» erf destitute frontier 
* settlements, and thetaudable exertions of various 
ehristian denominations around us:; all .deman<J, 
that the the collected wisdom, pifety and zeal of 
the Presbyterian churchy be^ without delay, called 
4nto action, for furnishing tBe church, with a large 
supply of able and faithful ministers. :^ 

2. That the' General JLssembly will, inHhe name 
of the Great Head of the ehiirch, immediately at- 
'tempt to establish a. Seminary fby securing to can- 
didates for tiie ministry more extensive and eflB- 
cient theological instrtlction, thaii they have hereto- 
fore enjoyed. The local situation o( this seminary 
is hereafter to be determined, ^ ; 

* ' ' ^ * ^.-"••1 

B. That, in this Seminary, when completely or- 
ganized, tlier(^ shall be at least three professors; 
5vho shall be elected by, and hold tlieir oflBces 
during, the pleasure of, tlii^. General Assembly, and 
who shall give a regular course <)fJhstruction in di- 
vinity, oriental and biblical literature, and in eccle- 
siastical history and church government^ and 6n 
such otlier subjects as may be decmetl necessary. 
It being, however^ understood that, utid I sufficient 
fuMs can be obtained for the complete organiza- 
iiOn and support of the proposed Seminary, a 
smaller number of professors than three may be 
apjiointed to commence the system of instruciibn. 

4. That exertions be, made to provide such an, 
amount of funds for this^^ seminary aS: will enable 
its conductors,^ to afford gratuitons instruction^ and, 
where it is necessary, ^ gratuitous-support, to all 
such students as niay not themselves possess ade- 
quate pecuniary means. 
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6. .That the Bey. DBrs> ^hreen, Woodtaill; Bft? 
laeyn and Miller, the Rev^ Messrs* -Archibald 
, Alexander^, James l5,ichar^Sj> and Am%\ Armstfong^ 
l>e a comnuttee to, digest and prepare a plan of a 
TheQlogicaJi ^emnary j embracing in detail ; the 
fundamental principles of tfa« Institution, together 
with regalations fo| guiding the conduct of thein^ 
stractors and the^^udents ; and prescribing the best 
Mode of visiting, of controuling and supporting the 
whole system. This plan is to be reported to the s 
next Greneral Assengtblvy* / 

7* That, as filling the (Jhurch with ar learned and 
able ministry without a corresponding portion of 
real piety,, would be a curse to the world, and a|i 
offence to God and his people :; so the iGreneral As* 
isembly think it their-duty to state, Uiat in establish* 
iii^ a Seminary for training up ministers/ it is thek 
earnest deisire to guard, its far as p6ssible, ajgainsi 
so great an evil. - And they do hereby solemnly, 
pledge themselves to tte churches under their care^ 
that in foriniug and carrying intd execution the 

Slan of the proposed seminary, it will be Wmx en* 
eavour to make it, under thie blessing of God, a 
nursery of vitfil piety, as well a» of sound theqWgi- 
cal learning, and to train up persons for the minis- 
try, who sl^all be lovers as well as defenders of the 
trutb as it is in Jesus, friends of revivals of religion, 
and a blessing to the church of Grod. 
. 8. That as the the Constitution of our Church 
guarantee's to eve^ry Presbytery the right of judg-* 
Jng o5f its o^ candidates for licensure and ordi- 
nation ; so the Assembly think it proper to state," 
Iftost explicitly, that every Presbytery and Syuod 
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will, . of course, be left at Ml liberty to counte- 
nance the proposed -plan or not, . at pleasure ; and 
to send their studente to the .projected Seminary^ Hx 
keep them as heretofore within their owit bounds^ 
as they may think most conducive to the^rOspeYi- 
ty of the church. - ^ 

9. That the professors in Ihe Seminary sball 
not, in any case, be considered as haying a right 
to license candidates to preach, the Gospel, out 
that all such candidates shall be remitted to their 
respective Presbyteries to be licensed as hereto- 
fore. 

10. Mesolvedy Finally, that Dr. Samuel Mil- 
ler, and Rev. James Kichards be a committee, to 
prepare a draught of an address from this As- 
sembly to the churches under our care j calling 
their attention to the -subject of a Theological 
School,, and earnestly soliciting their patronage 
and support, in the execution of the plan now 
projposed. 
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t5F THfi PLAN OF THE SEMINARY.* 
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Sect. i. The design of the Seminaryyj 

JLNASMUCH aa the obteiniHg of salyation tbrougk 
j€;sus Ghrist CUP- Lord, to the glory of the eternal, 
God, fe th^ chief object which qlaim^ the attejition 
of man ; and considering, that in the attainment of 
^this object the dispensation of the Gospel is prin- , 
cipally instrumental ; ij, is manifestly of the higliegt ^ 
importance, that the best means be used to ensurev 
the faithful preaching of the Gospel, and the pure 
administration of all its , ordinances.- With this" 
view, therefore, institutions for the education of 
y6uth intended for the holy. ministry, h^ve been 
established in all Christian countries, and ^haye ^ 
beeja found, by long experience, ipost eminently^, 
conducive to the prosperity of the Church. Hence 
the founders of the Presbyterian Church in the 
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^ This^ PUri was adopted in 18il, and b pttbiiahed as amended by 
foture Assemblies* ' ^V^ 

f To preserve uniformity in this Volume, what has heretbfore been ^ 
dedominated ART16LES in tjl^ Plan is ^^ominated SECTIONS ; and 
%luefi>n&er sections ar^ distinguished numerically. ' , 
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United States of America, did> from its very origin 
exert themselves lyith peculiar zeal to establish and 
endow colleges, academies, aiid scheoAs, fw the 
education of youth for the Gbspei minisk^^ So 
irapid, however, has b^en the extension of this 
Church, and so disproportionate, of late, has been 
\ ' the number of ministers educated, to the call whieh 
/, ^ has been made for ministerial service, that some 
additional and vigorous efforts to in^i^se the *p- 
^ ply are loudly and affectingly demanded. Cir- 
cumstances also do imperiously dictate, not- oiily 
; that, the labourers in the vineyard of the Lord 

I , . i^hould be multiplied, but that they should be m<)re 
thoroughly furnished than they have ordijjarily 
' ' been for the arduous Work to which they must be 
called.. Influenced fay the views and considerations 
^ t ^ow recited, the^ Genieral Assdhibiy, affer mature 
\. - v4eliberatU)n, have resolved^ in reliance cm the pa- 
tronage and blessing of the Gr^at Head of, the 
; ^ Church, to^ establish a new Institution, coni^ecrated 
solely to the education of men for the Gospel ^u* 
I iiistry, and to be dj6nominated^ The^Vheologieei 

^ ' Seminary of th^Preshytenan CM 

^atea of Jlmerica. A^d 4o, the intent that the, 
foue design of the ft^unders of this ins 
■ , ^ te known to the publi<;, both now and in tima^ta 
' «. i *H5ome, and especially that this design Uiay, at all 
L^ ; times, be distinctly viewed, and sacredly regard- 
^ , . ed, both by the teachers and the pupils of the Semi- 
nary, it is judged proper to make a summary luid 
explicit statement of it^ . . 

^ It is to form nien for the Gospel mmistry, who 
"shall truly believe, ai»d cordially love, and there-^ 
fofe. .endeavour to prc^pagate and defend> in ita 

* » . ^ * • ^ -' ' 









I 



■ 1 _- .^'^ , ^- , SK . » . *^ 

genuineness^ sbflplicity, and fulness, that system 
^ teligious belief and practice whiGh is set fotth iu 
Qie Odnfession of Faith> Catechismsy and Plan of 
©overnment and DiseipKne ef tlie IH?es6yterian 
Clmrch ; and" tfcus to perpetuate and extend the* 
]Attt€S^ trf tra€^ evangeliGal pietyy an^ Gospel o^'- 

It is: to provide fbip the Chtirch an adequate sup - \ ... 
■ ^ ply^d^d suGCiesMon of able and faithftil niinisters 
of the New Testament; wjorbBa«ntha^ v , 

<»$Ais»}i^$^ being^uaMed T%£^^^^ dwiiethe wor& \,, 
cf truth. r , ;" " 

B is to nnite^ in those, who shall sustain the 
x&iaisterlal 6i&c&, rejligion and literature ; that pie- 
ty of the h^art which is the fruit only of the re- 
newing \ and san€tifying grace of 0od^ with solid 
learning t believing th^religion without learning, ; 
*or learning without religion^ in the ministers of the ^ 
Gkispel, ittust ultimately to the 

CJimreh; '\- 

;* It is to affoi^d more advantisEigeis thaii have hith- 
ertoi)e0jtr DtsUaily possessed by the mtiriisters of re- 
ligion in our Country, to cultivate both f^iety and 
\ literahire in their preparatory course: piety, ^^^^b^^^^ 
\ Jflacdng it in circumstances favourable t^ ijs gro^vth^ 
\ imd by cherishing and regulating its ardour.; liter- 
* ^ature, by affording favourable opportunities for its ^ 
L attainment) and by^^making its pos^esf ion indlspen- < 4 
r "4sabler. ' ' -■ - ' ^"'"^ -'^ ■ /^ . /-•"""■ • ';- ^ --''■■. ^ 
i; '- ^ It is to provide for the Church, men who shall 
^ be able to defend her faith agaihi^ infidels, and her 
[ doctrines against heretics. ;^' ^ 

It is to furniah our congrf^ations with enlighti ^ 
^CTied, humble, jealous, laborious pastors; who* 
, . shaUj;ruly li^ati^li^jforthe g9od ef souls, and coa'- 
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fiiilci- U m thuir liigliesl liouour Aud hAit)iibcK»] 
t>iu Uiviu to ttic 8A\iuur. «iii] hi liuild q|i i|i| 
several iliarge* iu liwliHcss ami pi-ace. ' 

It i!i Id imHnulc liiirnuiny ami imi(^' nf uputimd 
miifiiis Itie niiiiistevsoi'oiirCliurcli, hy »MliiraiiiiJ 
lr.rs;i'li«<l.v of llii-in iimlertlie samB ttacliMS, aptT 
lite same fuiii-t-B of dtiuly. i 

It in lo lay llif^ futiiKl niton of rarly mill lasta 
frieiHtsliips, prodiicUvc of rmifldeiici* uud uiliUr 
nsffUUiifP ill aflM-life nniong Oiu iniiiUUTa of l' 
lipon; wliicli (■\(iprit'.nce shows to Uv. cDiiduti 
licit only to ]>(:ri^oiiiil happiiie«>H, but, to tlie pcrfa 
tn,<:; of i»(|uu'irtt. le search es, and pubUcatitRU i 
itititAgeouK lb rt-lig^oi). 

It is tn prcf-iri-ve tlic unity of our Cbiirchy 1 
L-diic.athi^ licr miui^ttrs in uu eiili^t)te,nu4l fttbu 
iui'iit, nol only to iIie^ same dtH-tniies^ but lo | 
f^aiuo plan of govpmmenl. ' 

It is to bring to the scrvioeof Ibc Clnircli |^ 
and tall-lit, ivlien uniti'd with piety, however [ 
or obscure may be tlieir pgbHc&sor, by furuUliii| 
Its far as pns&iblr, Ibc mi'ans of education aad a ' 
|l«l't, witnoDl rXpcosd to Uic ^tuduut. 

It 1^ lo found a uiir»rry for missionaiica lo i 
liCAtbeii. &nd to eucli as are di->>liiiitt^ of tbe'«t»l 
preadiiiig of the g;ospul; in Hbieb youth mtyJ 
i:oivc Uiftt approprialc trainiuc wliicb inajf lar* 
roiuidaliou for llicir allimntely becoming p: 
Hiialifieil for missionarj' work. 

It is, finally, to eudcftvoiir lo rais^p np a sutid 
siou of roeu, at once ijuulified for and tiioroiiM 
devoted to the woris of the GospL-l uiinistry; 
' with variiHis eudnwrai^ute, Hiiiiiti^ th<-in (it tl^ 
rtaliona iu ihv church of ri ; 
portion of the spirit vf tlo' i 
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the Gospel ; prepare to make eyery sacrifice^ fo eii- . 
dure evety hardship, and to render every service % 
which the promotion of pure and nndeflled religion 
may reqaire. 



&^t 2. * Of fAc Oeneral ^ssMbly.^ 

1. As this instittition derives its origin from the Ge- 
neral Assembly^ so that body is to be considered at 
all times as its patron, and the fouhtaiu of its pow- 
ers. The Assembly sUail accordingly ultimately 
^paction all its laws, direct its instructions, and ap- 
poijait its principal officers.. 

2. The General Assembly shall qhoose a Board 
of Directors, consisting of twenty-one ministers and 
nine ruling eldars, by whom the Seminary shall be 
inspected and conducted* Of thi» numberv oilee;/ 
third, or seven ministers and three elders, shall be - 
chosen annually; to continue, in office three years; 
And if ayy vacancy shall occur in the Board, by ? 
deaths x^esigufiition, or incapacity to se/Tve, the As- 
fi^embly may annually fill up such vacancies. 

3. Ail professors of 4he Seminary shall be ap» 
pointed by the Assembly. But in cases of neces- ' 
gity, the Board bf Directors may employ a suitably 
person to perform the duties of a professor, till a 
meeting of the Assembly shall take place. ^ ; 

4. The General Assembly shall, at all times, 
have the power of adding to the Constitutional Ar- 
ticles of the Seminary, and of abrogating, altering,* 
or amending them ; but, in the exercise ef this power, 
the contemplated additions, abrogations^, alterations, ' 
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iir ampn'trn-nlp, hliall, Ui fvcry ca**p, he pre 
alone AHKcmlilj, ami iiui . -opu*! lill lln- A^neJ 
h\\ of the <siil)>-i'(iiirnl >(':ii'. i ..ti't Ij>' iiii»iiiui(l 



SfCi. <i. Oj ttif ru'iiril '>y JjirtiUTK. 

1. The Buartl of Dire*tois sliaU meet utalciill^ 
twice iu each year ; onre in the epiin^, and onctifl 
Uie fall, aiiiJ ciftcHcr un their uvra mIjoiinnnPiits,J 
they Bhnil judgeit expedient Elovoii menihcvftrfj 
Or' Boanl =hall be a (nionira ; provHUtI «lwa* 
thai uf this numhur s\x, ai bast. 1>e uiioJiiUiml 
'he Got^pel, anil Ihe ni-e!^irt(<nt. or, iucas«ofl|U^ 
'•fiice. (he vice president he nnc. I 

2. The Urami slinll Ohunse nut of tliftir 01 
Diimher. a prentiileut, vicc-pvc^ideiit anil wcreti 
In the absence of the prcf^ident aiirl vice-prr-sinq 
i)ie senior mcmhor pretrf-ut shall preside. 

3. The president of the Board, or in the even! 
hit- death, ahscncp, or iuahility toatt. the.vice-pf 
sident, shnll at tlic rc<jiicst of any three tnembd 
cxi)ressi'd to him in writing, call a special meva 
of the Hoard of directors hy a r:lrc-nl;ir letter i' 
dressed to ench ; in which letter not!' ■■ -'in 
veil, not only of the pliae ntid liiii> 
of the hu^iiiess intended to he <i. 
meciling notified ; and this letlei ilu;.l 
least twenty days heforr the lime of ^n'»\ mt>vi(U{ 

4. The Seci-utary of the Boaril shiiU keep ad 
rateincords of all the proreeditii;'^ of the directs 
and it shall he hU duly to lay ihiihe records, o 
faithful transcript of ihe same, hcftui- the S»nd 
Assembly, ftnnii:tllv. fur lite nnieitrniiiird intipced 
(i.'flll (henicmtu-v 
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' 5. Every meeting of the Board of directors diall 
be opened and closed with prayer. - 

6. The Board of directors may make mles and 
Regulations for the performance of the duties as- 
signed ihem^ or for the preservation of order, not 
inconsistent with the prescriptions of this plan^ or ^^ 
the orders of the Ire fieral Asj^^rnbly. . ^^ 1 

T. At the commencement of each stated spring 
meeting, the whole plan of the Seminary shall be 
distinctly read before the Board t)f directors. ; , 

8. The Board shall ilirectthe prpn^ssors of {he 
Senfinary, ih regard to the subjects and topics on 
which they are severally to give instructions to the 
pupils, so far as the same shall not be prescribed 
/by this plati^ or by the Orders of. the General As- 
sembly. " ; ^ 

9* It shall be the duty of the Board of directors 
to inaugurate the professors of the Seminary, aad ' 
to direct what forms shall be use(|^ and what servi- 
ces performed, on sn^h occasions. . :' 

10. Every (lii*ector, previously to his taking his 
eeat as a member of the boaril, shall solemnly sub- 
scribe the following formula: t^i^s;.-^-" Approving 
Ihe plaii of the Theological Seminary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of Ameripa^^ 
I solemnly declare and promise, in the presence of 
God and of tills Board, that i will faithfully endea- 
vour to parry intq effect all the articles and provi- 
4iions of said plan^ aad to promote the great design 
of the Seminary. ^^^ 

11. The Board of directors shall inspect; the 
'fidelity of the"^ professors^ especially in regard to. 
the doctrines actually taught ; and if > after due in- 
i'quiry and exanaihation, they shall judge that any 
|»rof %i9ft(ur ia ^Xktt ^J^\kvA m the f<B^h; opposed to 

*. . ' ' %ii - ■ ' 
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fiis ini-ii, (ir iiir(mip,'(ciil i.. ijir .li-clinixt' >il I 
lii:.';, llii'V !>«liiill failltriilly H])iirl liim u-ThucU 
Oftier:il Asscuilily. Or ifllie [•'(io;erraiii' 
inufcssiir Ih" jinl^d lii|^lil.v (lau£;enius, I 
.- may iiiinicilinti'lv )-ii';|)i-mt liitn, sail a 
:. rill liis plarr-, dtl tin- ulioli- lin^iiifa* 2 
<> I'oiU'il. and Mi)iiiiilicil lu llio A<«4e.inbly. 

1-J; Jt^linll lie Itip- iliit.> of tbr Unai^ urilirer- 
tOTH i» wfiti li over (lie coinlmt nf llip «tndimlJt; lo 
.,i[:,,, i-i i..\ 11.. .... ■ 1,1 uxamiriv into "l"^ "-*,,, i.. 

nil Mudy iu 111. 
linleml mtdeaili .i 

i'i. Tin; liiuinl v( ilirccloi^ sliall RiaLc, ui Wfit- 
ins;, a ili'toiliul and laillituJ rcptitt nf tlip »tate uf 
(ln>. Spiniiiai-y. lo evt-ry Gcm'ral A^scmhlj; nlid 
lliey may, aL Um same limr. rccotamend wi(;h mea- 
-nrcs lor Uie iidvautagB of Uic Sentinikvyr an to then 
nmy npppai- proper. 

1=1. At fvei7 Btati*d mci^lliig nf llic Boanl of di- 
rector?, unleji'^ parlkiilnidrtum'iitaiKfs rt-nderHiB- 
.•'Xpt-dteut. Iliere r^liall Uv iit Aeusi ime sfriqnn ilrli- 
vcred ill tlie piTBeiicc of Ibe Bt«i)d, tbi' probstuantt. 
aiul sludi'iifs, by a dirixfyr or diretlors previomly 
^iplioiuted t'ov (be puvpoec. 



>iect. 4. 0/ (he Profeasov, 

1. Tbe tiiiuilnfr« of Ibe proro-.>;ni-s m tlie ."^finii 
nary shall be iiin-cai^fd or dimii)ietied> ti-^ Dip Ab- 
xcmbly may, from time lo lime, diiccl. ttai H'1t«ti 
tlie Seniiuftry i*ba!l be coiupjcti t;, : -: mr,-;-'. Hirrr- 
^ball uotlifl lesa (liau tlirvepi>ii i' 
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Aactfc i«»d Poltiiirie Di\1ftity I one of OVi^fert fts* . 
Biblical Literature ; and oue of Ecclesiastieal Hisr* \ 
tory and Church ©overnmelit. . * . 

2. >iO person shall hi^ iBiducted into the office ' 
^f professor of divinity, but an ordained ministeE ' 
0f thcGospeJ. ; . . \ 

8.' JEviary person eleeted to a professorships in: 
this Seminary, shalli, on being iiiangarated,sdlemnly . 
subscribe the Confession of Faitli, Catechisms, and . 
Form of Gox^ernment of the Presbyterian Church/ 
a^eeablj: to thie foliowin|; formfttlar: t?iV.'^^^^lti the ' 
presence of God and^ of the directors of this Semi- •:" 
Bary, 1 dd solemnly, and ex unimp adopt, , receive, ^ 
and subscribe the Cojrfessioiii isf Faith^^^ 
chisms ef the Presbyierian CJhurch in thje Uiiited 

* Stages of America, as the confession of itfy faith> or^ 
«^s a sammarya^d jnst exhibition ^ thatHsy^tem ot 
docfiine and rejigious belief which is contained in 
holy Scripture, and therein revealed by G^ j: 

for his salvation j and I dt> solemnly ^a?^nimo proH 
fess to receive the Form of Government of said • 
Church^ as agreeable to the inspired oracler. And 
I do solemnly promise aiid eagoge, not to inculeate,7 
teach,NOT insinuate any things which shall ^appear to 
me to contradict or contravene, either directly or.^ 
impliedly, any thijag^taught in the said Cohfessioii 
of Faith ov Catechisms ; nOr <o oppose any of the 
fiindamental principles of Presbyterian Church Go>* - 
vernmeht, while I shall continue a professot in this?/;;; 
Seminary/^ : v ^ ^ 

4/ The salaiies of the professors shall be pe€(»m- ^ 
jaended by the directors; but they shall be ft^cedl 

, ^ly by a vote of the General Assembly. , : 

r 5. The professors may accompany their lectures 
and recitattfoas with prayer, .a£fri^4Uj^^tly as. thejy^ 







fio (lint, 
(idle pti- 



H. ..,1 lI.luN. ,. .lu r...iml sl.all rliivci 

r-- [I'liuili,. ilic ,', Ih^I-- luiir^f rliriMisli «li 

|)ii^ ^iu.n' Ih- (nni. iI. sltnll lu' uo Ml- i 

uliirli tlif HnnnI oftUrcrtori^ *li:ill 1.;^ 

ami wmdiidicd, i)inlVn-maMy to Si-i r 

.VimI a« nricn as ait.v prorpssin' sliall Mi . 

rialioiir^ and itflditiniis of iiiiiiurla::r(> 111/ . 

lni:;*'oiisly inlrodiKcfl into liisr<Mirse of ;■ 

»liiill submit till- HnniL' IrH tit^ Wtmrtl lilMit^:.*.., ■.. „„ 

(lii'ir iip|irul)a[i()i) or rfjfctioii. 

7. Eiery iimlVwsoF sljall. if |«artical»tc, ha^T M 
U'iist om- U'tliivc or recitation ovm- da v. iru ■wliicli 
llic |>ii<>it-, ill \m l)i':inrli of iiistni('tiiiT>, kliitll Ue 
bouiiil lo attt-nil ; ami qii wliirli tlie utliiT |tiiiiils of 
till- SfmiiiHi-.v ^liall attcml ns nrtoii. Rnd in *iirh 
nmnni-r, b« may Ik dirtrteil by tlin majitritj of llle 
Uunrd of diiVitoV'*. 

8. Ati.v iivofi-HBor intcinling (o resij;n lii« ufllr«, 
fclmllj^vi' >ix motitUs iiwtiteof ■juctiintentiotilo the 
BounI of (tirei'lorN. 

9. TIte iiiulVssorft orilie ToititiUionshiill lifirfin- 
side iL'il as H ratuUjV. Thcv sliatl mi-i't at smh nph- 
S0111 as tliey may J'Mlge |i1'o|)pi-. Iii <-vt'i-y minting 
tin- jiroffssor of (liilnciii uihI poVinir diiituty NliaH 
preMdc, if lie be pres^Piit. If In 1 I - n , ' ;.ri-!U- 
dent ebull be cboseii protem|K 1 ■ ulty 













^fealVckoose a clerks ^n^ keep lic^rafe recert^ 
idl their proceedings I which tecords shall be laid 
before the directors at every meetiBg ©f the Board. 
.The president of the facuify shall call a trieetin^, 
whenever he shall judge it expedient, and wheiev^- • 
he shall he requested to da so by any other «iem>- 
ber. By the ia^lty> re^la^^^ i 

determined the hours a^d seasons it which th^ 
classes shall attend llie professors severally, so^ 
to prevent interfexence and confusion^ and to afford 
to tke pupils the best opportunities of in^pr()vemeni. 
The faculty shall atteudfo^ahd decide on. ail cases- , 
pf discipliue,and .all questions M order, as they 
shall arise. They shalli^ee on the rules of order, . 
decorum, aad cKtty, (not ijacOnsistent with any pror ,^ 
vision in the plan of the Seminary, tior with any 
o»der of tte Board of directors,) to which the stu- : 
dents shall be subjected ; and these they fihatl re- 
duce to writing, and cause to be publicly and fre- ^ 
quently read. They shall determine the houifs at ' 
.which the Whole of tjie pupils shall, morning atid 
eveningji attending for social worship ; and th^ man- 
^r ill which^ and the persou or persons; of their 
wn numb^ % :wh6n](, the nexercises of devotioii^ 

shall be conducted. , > , / 

' 10^ The faculty^ sWll he empowered to dismiss / 
from the Semkary any student who shall prove 
tmsound in his religious senti^ijiis ; immora^^ 
disorderly in his conduct j or who may be, id their v 
©pinion, on any account whatsoev^r^^ a dangerous, 

or unprofitable member of the Institutipti. ^ - 
11. Each member of the facuttyshult have ah 

equal vote* ^. ^ ^ 

12: Jt shall^e the duty (tf the professors, undejr 
the dii^ection gf the Board of directors; to supply 
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(he pupilji of the Iii§tituUou with !he \- 

llie (tch-iicI, and the, nAminivteaiiim t.| ; 

mptiln of thr t'ljrisliaii CliuiL-b: if thU ^ttj, (.;_■. -...ih 

not. ill tlicJuilE^mi-iiturilu- ilircdor". be wli-'l&it-to- 

ril,v fiiniliihpct bv » IMiurcli or Cliunrlics in ttiK 

place whurc lie Instiluiiim eliai' '"■ ■•-'•.I'ti'-lirfJ. 

tin-t. 5. Of StHdtf and dtu. 

Aatlie pHrticiiIar niiirHe ot'i^tiiti.v )iii)">iieil in fi(i,y 
Iri-litnlioi) \\ill, an^l pi>rh»p)i might tu. I)f> nMMtirird 
ill a (onsiilpnililfi ilc»ree. Uy i\w vie^s ami IiiiliiL-s 
iif llie tfaclirt-w; aHtldiiglit, moiemor. 'I ■ ■ ' 

aJiereil, <ir extriidt:*!. lUMexiieviruce i.\. 
impnivenieuts: it its jinlsc^I propfr lo -|i i i; 
so piTcisoly tlie roiiive vf stmly. as tbe altiiiiiuiiUlt^ 
wliicli miiwl. bv made. Tlicrpfore, 

i. Every »^liirlent, hL tliu close of Uin c.rmr«p..iaitAl 
Iiftve rnnde Uic following i<lliiiiimeii(» : vix. Uc mnot 
h« ivcll skilled it) llic origimil lauf^nages of llie 
Holy Srri{iliin'«. He miiHt Iik alili- lo expjaiu tltc 
pi'iiicipiiJ liiillriiltJes nliluh ai-Ue in llie pfiVuml of 
lilt' Hri-iptut-i>>', t'illier iVom eiTom'oii^ tniniilAliuDA, 
nppai'ciit inrniif-istciKifs. real oliscnrititis. ur iily* 
tioiis arising from tiislory. reason, ui* argmj 
FIc niiiM Ir- versetl in Jewish and C1hrifiliai».i 
qnititfs, h hii Ii sene f«i explain anil UUislrnIf 
tori', lie mii*il liavc nn arquainlanrc uilli anr 
P<*oi;rapIi.v, and with oiinot^il ciistoros. « liicL (Jirt 
liailil oti the sacred rcrurds.^Tlms he ivill have 
laiit ttiK foundation for becouiin^ n sound liiliU«'a1 
critic. 

He mn^t liave read and digestsl the principal 
arsnmcatft and wT^lt^i^ relative tuSt hat Iiah IiiMmi 
called llie dtistical coiitroveray. — ^Thus will he lie 
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qtialifled to become a derender of the ClirUtiui 

He tniist be able to supiiort the doctriues of ihe 
Confession of Failli and t'at^^chwmjf, hy a reiidj, 
pei'tiiicnt, niid aljundant (juotatloii of .ScrifHurc 
texts fur lluit itui'|>o»c. Hu mutit have studied, 
carefully and cmrextly. Natural, Didactic, l*ole- 
mic, aod Castiii«lic The-ology. He must have » 
coiisidernlde acijuaintarue with (iciieral History 
ttud Chi-oiiology, nnd a ;iarliciiljir acfiimiiitancc 
with the history of the Chri-^tian Chiircli. — Thus 
be will be preparing to bet'ome an able and i^ouud 
divine and cai^uist. 

He mnst havft read a considerable number of (he 
besi (irat-tical writers on (he stiihjeft of religion. He 
must liftvc learned to compi)se with torrectne^H and 
readiness in his own language, and to deliver what 
be has composed to others to a natural and acrep- 
tahle manner. He mnst he well acquainted With 
the several parts, and the proper structure of popu- 
lar lectures and sermons. He must have composed 
at )ea^«t two lectures and four popular sermons, that 
shall have been approved by the professors. He 
must have carefully studied the duties of the pasto- 
ral care. — Tims he will I>e prepaivd to heroniP a 
uscfnl preacher, and a faithful pat)or. 

He must have studied attentively the form of 
Church Govcmmenl authorized by the SeriptHres, 
and the a*lmin!«lratioii of it a.-, it has taken place 
in PrirtestautChiir»;hes. — Thus he willbcipialified 
to exercise discipline, and to take part in (he ^- 
Ternine«( of the Churcti in all iLs judicatories. 

2. The period of continuance in (he Theological 
Seminary shall, in no cane, be less (han three years, 
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previoiifily lo an exaniinutiou for a c«i-tjficA(e of ap- 
prnlmtiiiii. Bui ^tudenis may vtilnt the S^miiuiT', 
and enjoy Uic course of ia'<tnii:]tiuii for a (.tmriir 
lime than llircn years; proviileil tta-y in till ntlur 
resiKcts submit tu tlie laws of ilic Sfminarj, of 
whicti facl-s they may receive, a U'rin*'-U drtlarnUnD 
from tlie [trofi'ssors. 

3. Tliei-e ftliiill be an pxaroiuatJun Hfall llie pupils 
ill the Seminary a! every staled meeting of tlitf Uo-irtl 
of Directors, Tbase pupili^ «lio shall Imve pi-^i- 
larly and diligently studied for tbree yuars. shall 
be admitted to an exanitnalion on tbe ■.nt'itri-^ ■...(.- 
ciQed in ttiis section. All exaniinnii" 
conducted by tlie Profe^^ors, in Ibe pn - 
Directors or a committee of thera.—lV'.r.i U.i . 
tor present sliall be at liberty, (luring llie piiij;re-i* 
of any examination, or after the name sliall hav« 
been cloised by tbe Professors, to put to anypu[>il 
sucli i|ucstiuni4 as he shall deem proper, tvcry 
pupil'that »«hall bavc parsed bi^ final examinnliuu 
to thii satisfaction of the Directois* pre^eut, ab;dl re- 
ceive a c<irlilUate of the same, Nigited by (be Pro- 
fes&or^, nitb ivlncb liesballbe remitted to lliePrea* 
bytery under wbo-^e caPe be w placed, to be di^|io- 
Msd of as such Presbytery f^hall diin ■ I i .-. 
who do not pasH a siUisfacliu-y exauiJn: 

remain a Ion;i;cr space in the Seminarv 

4. It hliall be the object id" the prolV'iMi.'. (ihiihUp 
such arrnn{;emenl- in tlie inntrtiction of their pnpiL«^ 
as shall be be»iL ailnpled to enable them, in Lhu npacc 
of three years, lo be examined with advantage vn 
the sulijects spcciEcd in tbb i^ccliun. 







' iSfecf; 6/ €f^ SevqfHon, and Imprmiement in 
PractimlPiety. •* 

It ought to /bte eojBL^ider^d ^as ap pbject f^f priiaiiry 
importaaoe by ^v.ery siiiideiit in the Semin^ry^ to be 
careful aiid .vigij[a.|i{ ^oiio lo^e that ia war^ sei^^se ^ 
tjiie powjar of gedliKiesi^ whieh h^ may have attaia* 
,«d 5 bat^ on the contrary^ tp grow coiitinuait j^ in |i 
vCfpiidt ckT (Bnli^hteni&d devotion and fervent piety,; 
deeply impressed with the recollection tjiat with- 
•out thb^ all his Qthe^ acqui^itic^s will be compaxi^- 
lively of little worthy either to himself^ qr to the 

iphurch of which he. 1^ to |m ajn^^ - 

He musi irememb^r^ ioo^ that this is a species of ^ 
imprpvefiotent which mnst of necessity^ be left, in a 
great measure^ with biinself, as ja concern b^^tweep 
^God and.his, own souL 

. It is proper, however, to delineate th© ^th of 
dnty, to express t|yB wishes^ and expectations of 
the founders of the Semiiiary^ and to inake §mch ^ 
jrequirements as the nature of the subject will per- 
mit. - . . * ..., 

1. It is expected that every studeut in.the The- 
elpgieaj. Seminary wilt spend a portion of tiiae 
every morning and evening in .devout meditation 
and self-recollection and examination ; in reading 
the holy Scriptures^ solely with, a view to a per- 
gonal and practical application o/ the.pR£isag&,read, 
>to his oi/vn hear^ . n^h^acter^ and circiimstances; « 
jknd in humble fervent prayer and praise to Crodin 
■"^ecrei* .....'''-.'■-.- 

The whole of eyery I,<w<l^s day ia to be devoted 
to devpiipnal exercisjes, el^^ of a i^ocial car secret 
Jilttd. JftteMctaal jpr^iiits^ mi }«iiiediiiidy:ccm- 
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-r , mecte^ witli devottoa or the relfeiaii- ef tliB b^art; 
f are on that day to be forborne* The books to be 
read are to b^ of a practical nature. The <;oBVer- 
sations had with each Other flfre to be cMejly on 
religioiis subjects. Associatiws fo? prayer aad 
praise^ and for religious conference, calculated to 
promote a growth in grace, are also propje^ for this 
day; subject io such regulations as the professors 
and directors may see pi*ibpeir to prescribe. It is 
wished apd recommended^ that each student should 
ordinarily^ set apart one day in a month for special 
prayer ^nd-self-examination in secret, aiid also th^t 
he should. JDn suituable occusions, attend to tte 
duty oC fasting. 

2. If any student shall exhibit^ in his general 
deportment, alevitj^or indifference in regard to 
practical re^gion, thooigh It do not amcmnt to any 
over- act oi irreli^on or immorality, it shall be tim 
duty of the professor who loay (^serve it, to ad- 
i: monish; him tenderly and f aithmlly in priviate, and 
endeavour to engage him to a more holy^mperi 
* and a more exemplaiy deportment. . 

r 3, If a student, after, due admonition^ persist 

f- in a system of conduct not exemplary^ in regard 
to religion,\ her shall be dismissed from* th6 i^mi* 
;nary. ' ' - ' ^ ' ■ • ■ - 

■* * 4, The professors are partfcularly chargiad, by 
all Uie proper m^ns in theit power, to encourage, 
$ *"^ cherish and promote devotion and personal piety 
^ apong their pupils, by warning and guarding them, 

on the one hand, agaimt formality aiid indiflSerence, 
X ftnd on the other, against ostentation and enthusi- 
- . asm ; by inculcating practical religion in their Jec- 
i tures ^nd recitatimis ; . by tiiking suitable occasioi^ 
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"^ - - ^ '.. . 

lo converse wth theiv ptipils priyatety on this ia- 
tjeresting subject; and by ajl other meatis incapable 
of being minutely specifted, by which they may fos- 
ter true experii^iental religioHi^ and unteserved de- 
yot^dness to God. 

Sect, 7. OJ the Students^ " ;^y 

1. Every student, applying for, admission to ^ 
the Theological Seminary, shall produce satisfac- 
tory testiniontals that he possesses good n^tltiral ta- ^ , 
lents, and is of a prudent and discreet deportment^ ^' 
that he is in full con^ounidri with some regulalp 
Church: 'that he lias passed through a regular 
course of aeademicalstudy ; or, wanting this, he ^ ' ^^ 
shall submit himself ' to an examination in re- 
gaixl to the branches of literature taught itt such a 

'2; The first six months of every student in the 
Seminaiy shall be conside^d a» probationary ; and '^ 
if^ at the eml of this period, any student shtill ap^ 
pear to thfe professors not qualified to proceed m 
his studies, they shall' sO repOTt him ta the Board 
of directors^ ^ho^ if they are of the sam^ opinion \. 
with the profefiiisors,sbair dismiss Mm from the 
Seminary. / , ; 

^ . '3, Tlie hpurs of study and <if recreation for the 
students shall be "fixed by the professors, with the 
concurrence of the directors ; and ev6ry student 
sliall pay a- strict regard to the rules established^ 
relative to this subject. ' » : ^* ' , 

• 4. Every student shi^l he oblig^ to .write on 
eiich tihieoltt^cal and dther subjects,^ as may be 
prescribed to him >by the pirbfessi^irs. .Itt tire jftnpt 
year, every student shall be obUged to peoduce a 
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wriUca cumpoBitiou ou liticli sobjectej, at Ivjuf nnc« 
to evwy nontb{ in X\k swond .year, once in lliree 
weeks; m (he third year, imet in iwo wtebs. 
Oner n itoonLh each Htud^iit shall nttio cuintDit to 
memory a piccfc of his own composilion, aoil pro- 
uoniicc it in public, before the profe&sora and sta- 
dents. 

5. Evwj stiidt^nt shall not onlj' preserve an 
ekemptarj moral rharactcr. but shall be ex]>ed.ed 
to treat bis tcai:hpi's with the gi'ca!i_'st durcroace and 
respect, ami nil othnr persons with civility. 

6. Every student shall yield a. prompt and 
ready obedience to all the lawful requisitions of the 
professors a,nd directors. 

7. Dilieenro and industry in. study sbaH be 
ronsidercd as indispeutiable in every sindent, unless 
the want of liealth »hiiH prexcnt, itf nliicb ilin 
pmfessors shall take cogniiiaiice, and make tbv 
suitable allowance. 

8. Btric:t teni]]erance in meat and driith ia ex- 
pected of every t«tudent. wtlh cleanliuebg and neat- 
I1C8H in bis dress and habits ; while all exvemive 
expeuae in clothing is stricUy prohibited. 

9. Every student, before he take*- LI' -: . li l 
in the Seminary, shall «nbsrrihe the !'■ 
rlnration: W». — ''Deeply impresseil ", , , 

of the importance of improviu:;; in knoM teiliP. jmi- 
denre. and piety, in my preparation for the Ooa- 
pel Ministry. 1 AoUunnly pnHni<io, in n rcliaiiCL^ ou 
divine giace, tliat I will faithfully and dilis^mlly 
attend to all Uie instructions of tbi.<j Seminary, and 
tbat I will conscientiously and vii^ibudy ob-i-.rve 
all the rules and r^ulatinns apecitied iu tht« |il«l 
for its instnictioii and goTernment, so far aittfeft 
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same relate' to tlie stmlents ; and Ihat I will obey 
all the lawful requisitions^ and readily yield to all 
the wholesome admouitipnis of the professors and 
directors of the Seminary, while I «hall continue a 
member of it/' 

10, There shall he three vacations in the Semina;^ 
py every y^ar.. The spring va:cation to. continue six 
weeks ; the fall vacatioti six weeks ; aiid the wiiite^ 
yacatijin tWo weeks. This vacations to commence 
at such limes as the Board of Directors shall deem 
most eXpiedlent . . -f 

Sect. S. Of the Library.* 

1. To obtain, ultimately^ a coiGq|>lete theplogic^l 
library, shall be considered a^a leaduig abject of 
the Institution! 

% It shall be the duty of the directors to pre-* 
sent to the General A$seniblyy a catalogue of the 
most necessary books fo? the commencement Of 
a libraryy and recommend the purchase o(^such 
a number ai^ the state of the .funds will, perjtmt. 

3. It sliall be the duty of the prpfessors to pro^- 
eure aisd; keep a^ large iolio, to^ be denomin^ated^ 
The ]Pro0pe€tu8 of a Gataiogue of a Theological 
Library. In thkfoUo^ divided into proper heads^ 
each professor shall, at his pleasure, enter, in its 
proper place, the title of suchbodks as he shall de* 
liberately judge to be "proper for the library. The 
Board of directors, or the members of it indivi* 
dually, may do the same* Fiom tfai$ folio it shall 
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ij? I^e th« duly ctf ihe directors to select meii books m 
; they think most hecessaryy and, as Hie sum appro>- 
^ piiated for the current year will purehase^ and rcr 
;€onimend their purchase to the. Assembly* • The A»* 
sembly shall^ annually^ decide by vote, what sum 
of money^ for the ouirrent year^ shall be laid oujt in 
^ the purchftse <tf bdoks^ / ? x * 

4. A suitable roonr or ap«rtiiw^t- shall be as^ 
: ^i signed for the Mbrary. The shel^i^ for the books 
r ; i^hall be divided into compartments ot akores; 
^ ^ and if any of them be filled^ or neatly so> by ^ 
r ^ donor, his name shall be conspicuously ^jplaced 
' '. over-it.^ ... v ■ -^ ■■ \ .- ^ ■ -y - - - 






ft:,. 



I. 

•9- 



5. A Librarian shall be affpoiiited by the As* 

'6. No book shall be permitted, on any dccasioii^ 
to be cawied away from the Beminary, ^ ' 

7, A book of donations shall be carefully kept 
by the Librarian, in^ which shall be entered, by 
. him, the books given to the library^ the time when, 
aind the name'of the donor, 

. 8. Slegulations for tlie use 6f the library^ not 
i^ inconsistent with the provisions of fliis Secti^ifj 
^ •"' shall be detailed Inji system of by-laws, fpr th»t 
purpose; to be draughted by the first ^ 

. and occasionally modified and added to, as circum: 
* stances shall require^ by his successors ; which re- 
» gulations, after l^eing ratified by the Board of di^ 
f* - * rectoM, shall be authoritative, '.i 

V ' Secty % Of #e Funds. ^ 

[ 1, Tke I^«di3^ 0f the^ losti^tiott shall fee k^y 

at all tii&e«; entirely distinct and ^sejparatf^ inm nU 
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rotli€^ ^niefi ot^ fenilis wbnteoever f and tliey shaH 
be 4ep99ited ihl ^he JbaDdg of such corporation^ et 
disposed of fbn safe keepiDg apd impro vemeat^ ia 
such other maiamer^ as^^the GcQeral Assembly shall 

direct.--' r - '-:^• -■"■-/-■-• i 

2* The Board of directors shalV from lim^ ttn^ 
time^ as they may see proper^ lay before the Ab- 
9emb]y pli^s for the improvetoeat df tie fands^^ ^ ;^- 
mad:- |>rcipositiimsL for the apprc^riatloti of sach {: 
sun^ as fhey n|ay think necessary fo^ particular 
purposes^ '' \^ 

B. No money tball^ pi any time, be drawn froA .^ | 
the fundsj but by an a^ro^ation and order of the ^. ^ 
Assen^fy for the purpose. ^ ^^ * 

4. A fair statement jshall awually be laid be* *" 
fo^e the Assembly, by the proper joffioer, of the 
amount o€ the funds belonging to the Seminary^ 
pf the items which constitute thai amount, and of 
the expenditures in detail for the preceding year. 

5,^ The intention, and directions of testators or ' 
honors, in regard to monies or other property kft, 
or given to. the Seminary, shall, at all times, be ^a- 
^redly regardipd. And if any individual,^ or any 
number oi individuals, not greater than three, ^hall r. . 
by \f ill^ or during his or theii^ lives, found or eia- * ^ . 
dow a prpfessorship or professorships, a scholar^ "^ ""^ 
ship or ^holarships^ or a &nd" twr funds, destined '\ 
to special purposes, said professorships, scholdr^ ' 
ships, or funds, shall forever afterwards be called \ %>> 
and known hy th^ name or nam^ of those who , 
founded or. endowed them. And if aay- congrega^ ' 
tion, < Presbytery, Synod, or ^^ociatidn, rftall Z 
Ibnad a professorship or professdrghi|i8,. scholarship V 
or scbojlajrships, or a fund or fu^ds, said professor- 
nhijhor ptofftffiiwsbips^ or seJ^Lolftrslup « scholar* ^ 
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dups^ fimd or funds^ shall fereTer a&a*v^rd^ be. 
called or known by such name as the body foulid- 
ing them shall give.* . . " 

6. After supporting the professors^ and defray* 
ing the other necessary charges . of the Seminary , 
the funds shall be applied^ als &r as drcumstances 
will admits to defray or diminish the e^eoses of 
those students who may need pecnnlary ai^.M 
well as to lessen^ generally; the exp^ise-of a resi- 
dence at the Seminig*y« - 



CHAPTER nX 



OF THE LOCATION OF THE SEMINARY. 



''..' 



heet. 1* Princeton delected as the site* in 1312. 

' ■' ■ * - - . . , ' ■ ' ' >' ■ ' - ^ 

^ JL ii£ resolution for locating the Theological Se- 

' minary^ was again resumed; and^ after considera^ 

I . ble discassion and specfaj prater for direi:tion on 

the importailkt siibject^ was adopted^ and is as fol* 

f Resdted. That Princeton be the site of Uie The- 



A * 'the 9Uin necessary io' ^dow a Professorship Is not- less than 
25,OO0r doXkwM, mud to €»4<>w.a scbotoihipt sot icw than U,5ii& cellars,. 
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olo^GalSeiiiiiiaty; leaving the subject open as to 
its permanency, agreeably to stipulations agreed 
upon by the joint committees of the last Assemr 
by and the TfusteeiTof the College of New Jersey, 
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H&Et* Q^^ 73ie j^&mient betwiefen a Committee 
qfthe Gsifmml d^mMy im^ a^ Committee of. itm 
Tr:!^1^m fif %& GoUege qfJ^Tew Jur§ey^in 1811. 

• The -foTlewing plan of an agreement betlveen a& 
Committee appointed by the last General Assem- .^w ^ 
bly and a Committee of the Trustees of the Col-^ • 
lege 6f K^w Jersey, for the locations and establish- 
ment of k Theolo^cal SeiPiinary, was ^bmitted te 
this Assembly, and was Mopt^^^^ is asfol- ^ 

"lows: vi^.^ . -- ■ :"; ' . . ; • . -^ v ■\. 

" 1. Tiat the Theoliigical Seminary, about tabe 
erected "by 4h6 tJeneral Assembly, ishall have it« 
location in JPrlncetbn, or its immediate vicinity; & 
the State of New -Jersey ; and in such cohneictioa 
ifi^ith the College "of New Jersey^ as is implied in 
the following articles-^ ' ' 

2. T^at the Trustees of the GoUege engage, 
that the d'eperal Assembly, and Directors to be by " 
them appointed, shall carry into full and complete* «; 
effect, without any iiiterposition, interference, let 
or hindrance from them the Trustees or their suc- 
cessors, the whole plan of a Theological Seminary 
as laid clown and agreed upon at a meeting of the. * k 
Assembly, in the presentyear of our Lord 1811-— ^^ 
That is to say, that the said General Assembly 
shall appoint their Directors, choose their" Prof es- * 
sprs, carry oh their instruction, govern their piipils,* '' 
and manage their fuhds, as to them shall K^ear 
best. " ■ *' ■ ' ' " 
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8. Thattfce Trasiees of the College eng^ to 
i^e Genei*al Assembly freely to allow vthem to 
erect, at their own expen&e, dn the grounds belong-^ 
iug to the College, such buildings for the accdrn- 
modatioB of pupils and profesipors as they may 
judge proper, and which may not interfere witb.the 
buildings and their conveniences already erected 
by the TrMsteeg ::,4indx to pi^event aH ; fulnirc dis- 
satisfaction oti tfaia subject, that it be agreed^ that 
when the General Assembly or the JJlrectprs. ct 
the Theological HeminiEtry may wish to ^rcct any 
building 0X1 the Co|l^e. grounds, und fliere sbi^ 
be any discordance^ of ^ lews rela^ ye i0 the aame ; 
then the General Assembly^ or the Birectws Afwe- 
said, shall appoint three men, and the Bc^ard of 
Trustees the>$ame numb^ a^d tiies& six ^^sM 
(^iioose^ne man,*not belofi^dg to^^Bith^ bctty ^ and 
i * these seven men, by a majority of votesi>Jshall de- 
^ termine whether sai4 buildi|ig' can be;^ properly 
^^ erected on, said grounds,' and if so^ what shall, be 
^ the site and size of tbe same$ and that thisMi^terr 
ininatid^ shall be cdticlusive and final with; both 
parties? Provided nothing cohtiainad in this ,arti- 
L X cle shall be iinderstobd, ;to prohibit ,^h^' GeiKfral 
■ . , Assembly, qr the Directors of the Theolflgical Bei^ 
,: ■^' minary from making use of atijr other ground witkr 
r . in the limits prescribed in article, first for the pur- 
' poses afbresaid. \ 

;.- , ^ 4. That the Trustees engage to the General 
^ ; . Assembly to grant thei#every practicable aceom^ 
I \ mo(lation in the buildings now existing ;- not only 
till others may be erecteji by the General Assem- 
^;\ bly, *but afterwards, so long ^ the same may be 
^ desirable.^ . : , , ' 
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5^ T^At the Tmstees engage t6 en^e^youf to re- 
eeive into .%e Gollege a?l the youth whont'the As** 
sembly, or the I>h'ectQrs by them i^ppointed> may 
eead to it for the potpogl^ of educMiottj subject to 
alich examiHiatioii at etitrauce^ aad'to mich disoi^ 
pline duTtiigtlidr' residence in 'Oellege^ aa^ the 
0their pupils of- the College aJfe subjected to ; thfe 
Trustees to receive f^ th^ expensesjof board, tui- 
tion^ and roOM rent, the same as for others; and 
gi^g to ibe A.sseiiid!)ly the assuranee that as pu^ 
pUs increase, und the funds of the tkiHege will 
p^mit, they ^ill reduce as loV as possible, all the 
expensei» of the pupils under their car^* 

6. That the Trustees agree to receive and hold> 
for the use of the Assembly, such ■ sums of money^ 
as 4hey may voluntarily vcbodse to defiosiie in lie 
hands^of the Trusttees forimproyement; so as to 
incur ho inconvenience to said Trustees from' the 
limitatioii of their charter t ,arid that such sums of 
money be acdordingly ttiTested in such funds as 
the Assembly shall direct j that the Trustees pay 
the interest thereof when received to the order of 
the Assembly, keep it wholly sepitrate from the 
:fund$ of the C(^l^e, and pay' over or transfer to 
tibe order of the Asseqdbly, the ptrincipal sum when- 
ever they shall so direct, 

7. That the Trustees grantto the professors and 
pupils of the Theological Seminary the free use 
of the Cbllfege library ; subject to such, rules as may 
be adopted for the preservation of the bo6ks> and 

.the good Order of the same. 

^ 8. That, if the General Assembly shall wish to 

Establish at Princeton an elementary school, for 

^e instructioii of youth in such learning a3 usually 
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jpr^cedes t^sir ^ntnmeelato college^ fte Tnxstees 
mgree to aid them in ihh . iiad^AMog^ hy eveij 
«ccoi^|iiiodatioii and all the patrcoiag^ in th^ 
|)ow^;;«io^ howeyer^ as not iio engage tp make 
jdrafts QU the fufids of Che Cf^^ge Iqr the purpo^^e. 
.9. That^ if at any time the ^S^^eral iyasemMy 
.-fihaU^nd^ that the C€m{iex|Q& bi^^vreeQ ;^^r S^m^ 
^'^ , imry and the poUe^ doea not coiiduce f ufficie^tly 
f. - ^ io the gri^t purposei^ coi^mplated 4o he .i^ftBwere4 
i ' Jbythe said Sepiinairy^ iney j&^lV he at lib^y.to 
remove it to s^me pther place. Aitd the. Trustees 
.¥i^ engage that, while the Theological Beminaiy. dhall 
\; remain at Princeton, up JProfiBssorship, of Tbeiologjr 

I . shall foe established in the Coil ege. .. 

P iO. That, whereas the Tri^stees of th^Cidk^ 

l' have in iheir hands a fuiid,^.tibe annual kiceme of 

^ which is ©early eigiiteen hundred doUam* Appro- 

i priated by the donors , to the :educat|oB of spoor aiid 

pious youth for the gospel mii^^a^ of the Presby- 
^ terian denomiBation; .the Trustees give jan assu- 
rance to the Assembly, that if the firs| of these ar- 
;. tides take elFect, they will pay a high r^ard to 

the recommei}dation of Jbe Assembly, or of their 
[ Directors^ as to the youth who shall .rc^^lye'^the 

"^ * ' benefit of ^is fund. 

p PrincetouyJuneHGthf 1811. 

' ASHBEL GREEN, )€ominUtee«f the 
R. STOCRTON; > Trustees "of New 
JOHN WOODHIJIX,V Jersey College. 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER, > «„- „uhw. ^ 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, ! Committee of 

ROBERT RALSTON, >wenerai as- 
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£>eei(. 3. The Beminari/permanenthflocaieijin 

The subject of locatiiigthfe TO 
ry pemaneiitly having been pdstipi^ yesterday, 
Wasxaileji np tMs tnorning ; aii[d^' af ter a full di^ 
mission of the subjeict, tHe following ^esioluiion was 
'.adopted;- viz. ',• • %-' - • ' ' ■ r /^'^ ' ■■■:'[ '\ ^ ] '" ' .^ 

Kesolv^d, Tlikt tlm permAnent location of the 
*1Sieolbg|cal SemijEiary be in the borough of l^rince- 
ton, New Jersey, in conformity with the'a^eement 
with theTmstees of ihe Collegey signed atPririce- 
ton> June 26th, 1811/ and ratifled by the ©eneraji 
Assembly, at tWrsess^ns in J^y^ 18^^^ 
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OF THE MODE OF CHOOSmO DIRECTORS AND 
,; . - PROFESSORS. \ : 






Sect. U The inode adopted in 1812* 




Committee appointed to prepare a plafi to 
be adopted for the election of Birectws of the The- 
olc^cal Seminary, and of Professors in said insfi- 
ttttion reported; and their report, being read and 
amended^ was ad^pled^ and is as foUows : viz. 






266 TUEoLafncAL SEUiKASt. fl'iVrix. 

Ist. That wlieii tiiP Assembly sUail proceed lo 
tlif election of Directors of tlie Tlieological Semi* 
nar.v- tlie Clerk shall call on tite members scverAlly 
to uomiriatf an; number uf {ler^oiis. uol rxicuiling 
tbe number in be elected, if be shall think li cxjie- 
i]it!nt to mnkv any iiuinioatioii. 

2nil. That, when tlie mvinhers have tiecn sell:- 
rally called upon, in the order of the roll, tit mnkr a 
noiniiiatinn, agreeably to the alun^ riilf, rli- rryrrr-. 
oftiit? [ter^joiiii noDiinated shall be mini' ^ 
by the Clerk for the information of (i 
and tliat ou tjie day fulWmitig the Aa-'.iiiUi^ l>i-'- 
cced to elect by ballot the wkolc number of Diivc* 
tors to be chosen. 

SvA. That two members be appointed (o lakeaD 
account of the votes given for the candidates immi- 
nated for Directors of said Theological Semiuarj", 
and to report to tl»e Assembly Ihenoniher of votes 
for each of the said candidates, mIio have a plural- 
ity of voteSj who shall be declared duly elected : 
but if the whole number to be ulccted Miunld not 
be elpi:ted, and two or more of Uie candidates 
should have an equal number of voles, Mten in that 
ca«e the hous&shatl proceed to elect fnim the unm- 
iiialion a sufficient number to complete the Hoard ; 
and shall continue to vote in this manner, until ihf) 
the full number specified, by the constitution of Oio 
Tlieological Seminary be compleied. 

4lh. When the yoteashall have been counluil, iinil 

tlie lequiwife number of Directors shall havi« bui 

Ik elected in the maiuier above specified, the Moderator 

B shall announce lo the Asseinldy the Daiin< ofihose 

F persons who shall n|ipear to have thi-. liij:;he!et mini- « 

ber of volesj, and are thus ele<'U'cl. ^H 
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V J^h^ That,, i^eMTer a Frolis«aw w Ff Q^s««if 
are to be ekcted^ tiie Assembly by z^ vi^e^ sbafl 
rdetefmiiie tEeda^y whear ^aM,^^tioH shiaUr 1^ held j 
which day -whea said electieD jshall be held, ^^hall 
"^be at least two days after the al^ote determinatibin 
has^been made. - ImmeiUately. af tec the vote ftxittg 
the day hag passed, the AssBmbly shall have a sea«> 
mitt £ot ^Hspi&cial prayer for toectkn ift the* choice. 
The eleteti^sn: m all oases shaE be m?^ by ballot* 
T^e ballots kaifiag beeiv counted by two, membeis . 
preTlQitsly^ ap^kted^ they shalt report iEi statemeBt, . 
oE said votes to the Moderator; and in ease there, 
shaU aj^pear to be au eqi^) ni^iiiber ^t y^^^ fot 
ai^y two or Biore candidate the^ Ass^tnbly shall 

prbj^^eed jMc^ imm^ 

peri6d of theiip sessipns to ii, new electiMa^ Th^ 

choice ^ bc^BS made, it shall be aunQUubed to the 

Assembly by* th« JMte^erator. — Yq\. Ill* p. 62* 

I ■ '• ' ) ' , " 

Sect. 2, •Sn. aMiti(matRMleadopteiy.in 1815: 

M^gotvei^ That as the whole nilmbeir ef the 
Dh'ectors, is to be elected at this tiaie, the $e veil 
Biiaisters andjhe three elxlers,^ who have the great- 
^t QURpiber of votes, be coiisidered as elected for^ 
three years— the next highest seven ministers aa4 
three elders, for two years— '^nd the i^xt highest 
seven ministers aad three elders, for oi|e year. . 

'Sesolved^ furti^er, that if, in thus classing the 
Directors, any should be found to have an equal 
number of voles, they, may be classed accordiQg^ to 
' seniority in office. 

Resetveiy That it .be. the duty of the Board of 
Directors, every^ year in their report to the i^sseni- 
-bly, to give a list of :the Du'ectors, whose term of 

-. • -- ♦ * t *■ " -^ 
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s6mce iriay ijlave eipired> as well as «f tli^ 
whose seats may Bave become vacant by deaths 
tesignatioii^ o? mca:pacity to serve.— Vol. III. pr. 

* ' " . . .' 

• ' ■ ■ . ' * ■ ,.'".■ > .. . 

V Sect. 2. Professors chdsen. 

The Assembly proceeded to the election of a Pro- 
i 1812 ^"Bssor of Didactic and Polemic Divinity in4Be 

• Theological Seminary. After special prayer 
for direction on the subject, the ballotk were takea 
and read : and the Rev, Archibald Alexander^ D. D* 
was declared duly elected. The election beiqg 
closedy a ^ special prayer was made for a divine 

1 blessing upon the Prc^essiyr and theHieol^cal 
Seminary. / . r 

It being the order bf the day the Assembly pro^ 
iRia ceeded to the election of a Professor of Ec- 

* cleijiastical History and Church ©crverh'- 
ment in the Theological Seminary ; and/ the ballots 
being taken and count ed^ the Rev. Samuel Miller, 
D. i). was declared duly elected. . . 

' Sect 4. Five Scholarships have been founded : 

'viz* . — . 

2, The Banyer Scholarslup, J ^ JS.Y. 

3. The Lenox Scholarship, founded by RoWrt 
Xenox, Esq. of Kew York. 

4; The Whitehead Scholarship, founded by 
Joh% Whitehead, Esq. of Burke county^ Gewgia. 



ly 



«:; 






.r 






; 6. The CIicti!l€»Bton Female^lik^ho^^^ fotkxd- 
eA by the Coiigr€igatio|ial and Presby teriaa Fefii^li^i 
AsSQiciatiohs of Gharlestoui for assistjiiig in the^ 
^licatioii of pionsjouth for the Gospel Minifstry* 
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CHAI^ER V. 
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OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY KE^ 
LATIVJE TO DmECTORS, AGENTS, AND 
, OTHERS. 

. -^ - ...*--■ . /. ■ 1.1 



Sect i.* jlOUR Committee further report, that ' 
AQAA }^ their opinion the Agent* should be, in-v 
stnicted to use their uimfost exertions to. 
promote tlie formation of Societies^ for the accom*\ 
plishment of the views of the Assembly on this im- 
portant subject, ' ' < r 

" .» . - ' ' . * 

Sect 2. Resolved^ that the pulpits of the Agents, 
iftlS when they are prosecuting the business of 
* their Agency, he supplied, when necessn-ry, 
at the expense of the, Assembly ; and that the neces* ^ 
sary expenses of the Agents, while performing; the 
iB^vice assigned to them above be defrayed from 
,whiit they may colleet. , « 
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I *- 'Sect 3. ISeBotvedy that ii'M, and hereby is 
181 '5 *g«io? enjoined on all the tbrmef arid pre- 
sent Agents^ io ^ansmit to the IS^v. John 
M^Bpwel of Eli^sabethtown, New" Jersey, Secre* 
tary to the Board of Directors, an aceorate list of 
the names of the Donors to ib^ Ibistitatimiy with 
the sums or books which they may JiaVe ^ven, that 
they may be recorded in the book kept for tibat 
purpose. ; > ^ * - 

Resolved^ further, that if any of ihe Ag^rta 
should i^ecline thei^ appointment^ the Board of Di- 
rectors may, on receiring information tlhereof, ap- 
point some other persons in their place,: luitil the 
ifteeting of the next Assembly. 

Sect 4/' JKcw?veiZ," Tbatitbe, and it Herelby is, 
1816. laadethe duty of the agents icppmited to 
solicit contributions to the Theological Se- 
minary, to lay an account of the expenses attending 
that business befone the Assemi>ly'^ In order that 
the Treastti*er may be authorized to pay the ac- 
counts, when approved by the Assembly. , 

\ Sect. S. , Mesohed^ That the Directors of tjie 
iM^i Theologic^lSeminarybc authorized to have 
' jprinted^ When they may think it expedient, 
a correct copy of the Plap of «aid Seminary j to- 
gether with such other information relating to the 
Seminary as may appear to them important to be 
communicated to the public. ' - 

• ■ , '• 

Seet^S. JBe5olt)^(Z, That this Assembly renew 
4Ai4^ the recommendation, of the last Assembly 
^^^^ to Ptesbyterie^ and fitiidente^ that ibe 
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nary beia eveiy case Gomplei^d. ; 

» ■ . <■ • , ' " - '' .< - » « ,,, ' ' 

iSeci* l.Mesoheii Th«.tthe Board of Directors #f 
181T ^^® Theol«^calSeminary ^be authbrizei} ta 

* fiUup^aSiy vacancies thai may be occad^ 
by tbefai)aip&<]|f ageiiitsi,a^ A^gfembly^, 

afiifl^ in. CA$e #tey ^eartif qiioqcupied ground wei:e 
th^^ jb a prdsp^ct of obtaining aid^ ibey baye tbe 
jpoww of iip^j^imtiDg^ agents for 
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That the ^ Board of Directors take measttres : tb 
1S18 P^'wurc and have pliblished, in i$nch jnan* 
*, i^er^ they shall think best, the riames of 
the Honors ^ the Beminary^ lUid of the charitabte 
Institutionsiihat have in any tnahner contributed to 
the support of «ie institution. ^ 



Sieet.9. P:e8olved^ * * * :^/ Jf? 

That the Directors of the Theological Seminar y 
ifilA be chargpd with preparing and publishmg^ 
as soon as they may find it praGticable, 
such statek^ent in regard to the establishment aijid 
present state ^nd circumstances of the' Sen^inary, 
ats shall be calculated to give full and correct infor- 
mation in* regard to it ; and that fhe^ furnish the 
agent$' to be appointed to solicit donations and con^ 
tributions for the Seminary with^ a sufficient num* 
ber of copfes of this statement ; and that the Piret 
tots also take the most effectual measures in their 
power to diffuse generally in ihe various parts of 
our couiitry^ the information contemplated by this 
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Sect. 1. Ministers ghould he supported. 
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ff ITH pair we have keard, that in some ptot* 
of our church the disposition to support the edspel 
Jiimstry IS becommg cold. We lament this V- 
-pearance the moi-e, because we learn thai there is 
S-fll^^rT hfi^aiice money for objects, 
which^^thoushjaudable in themselves, are sibor- 
dmate in importance to the preaching of the word. 
IVetrostthatr our. people possess too much eood 
sense, and too much respect for th* God who 

^^tj''^\!^^^^^^ *^°*' to.listen to the dreams 
<)f men yJio neither know what they say, nor 
whereof they affinn. These do not hesitate to U- 

lli/'i^Si— '* ^,?«^ving God, to promote 
aeir^selflsh views, then, degrading, prejadices. 

live or the ajttaci But . these sav m»ii_*hto «?i^-i 
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must beltept m waut^ that ihey may lie kept teaih^ 
He. We ftirvently wisli that the meii who thiis 
act towards the ministry: vouM^^ to be consistent^ 
iifiply their reasonings to themselves* We do not 
hesitate to say^ that me profession of religion which 
is c(Hinected:wi& a disposition to abridge the means 
of snpppiliiig. the goispel^. is^ 4t best^ suspicioufu 
Men who do so, piriietically «ay, we loye^our bo-, 
'<dies,m(H*e than onr souls ; our temporal substance 
mo]*e than an eternal inheritance; It is among the 
foulest blots on the christian iiaine, thaty in^ so many 
instances/ the cotifession:is made 6f the heart being 
opened to yeciBivethe truth in ihe love of it, whilst, 
ifit the* same time great reluctance i^ displayed in 
Ijiving worldly substancet for the service of Him 
wh0 alone changes the heart One of the. best evi- 
dences, of the power of religion, is an inci^ase of 
liberality in relation to all those objects, which re- 

Sard the^ salvation of souls and the prosperity of 
^ lion. ' We hope that {hey who have Ih this ^e- 
spe0t gone back, will without delay yetrace iheir- 
, steals, and redeem their name from reproach or sus- 
picion*^ • .•• ■" '■ \ 

4, . • -■ , , ■ 

Sect. 2. DUtgence in discharge ^ pdstond du^ 
ties enjoined by^eMiisemblyi in 1811, 

• 8eel>artin. Ohjip, 11- Sect..21. No. 4. 

( ' . - • - ' . • 

_ * 1 - 

Sect. 2. Ministers should persuade their peo-^; 
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* An extract from tbe im^Rtive on the sute of religion for 181 U ' 
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ph to make l&end contribaUous in aid nf tha$S»- 
mmblfi funda. 

See Pari Ut Chsp. 11. Sect 21. So. 5. 

> 

Sect. 4. jRic question ichether H ia prfrptrj'or 
a Mi-nigt«rio hold a civil if^ce anawertd bif tli»*ia- 
Hembf-f, in 180G. 

Tlie coiiiniUlee Ln wlicim were rrferrcfl tlic cmn- 
inunicAlioii froiiillie Pi'ci«Ii>tcry «fOlii<i respi'i ting 
tlie Hev. B. M. andliU letter to Hip M*iilprator *jf 
tliB Assembly, exliibittiil tlieir report. The rtpon 
hAvtiig been rend »nct ameiiiled, was adopted and 
is as follows: 

With respect to Hie abstract qiiesHnn. wlipthpr 
tbe tciiiipe of a cini Office be, or be iiotj inrnninnli- 
bk with tbat of tlie lioty Ministry ; your romniitrce 
are nf opinion that there is nothing in ihn lioly 
striptor^g, or in the < onstitiition, acts or pnwped- 
irigx of the Prcsbyteiiao ('hiiirh, in llic-se Uni- 
ted States, expct&aly prohibiting of such uuiAb of 
Offices. 

With respect to the partirnlar case referred to 
Ihetr cousidenilion, »» Mr. M. in Ids letter ex- 
pret*!*1y asserts, that it is not liis iiilt-ntjtm 1« de- 
cline the OtBfe of the Holy Mini^tr>, and that ht 
was led In devote liimselt'. fur the present, lo the 
functions of an associate jndge, by a sliili* uf hi^Uh 
eo intirm, as to interl'ilpt the i-ei;ular di>it( Imrge nf his 
pnblk dnties as a Minister of roli^on; your Ctitn- 
mitt«e are of opioion, that the Presbytfrj' of Ohio 
, onght not to censure him, unless there be vimt 
circumstaDces, in the case, uukaoWO'iD ^IF, 
bly. 
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i^at ^lie,^ however, may Bofariiiisc^stciir^ 

. fteae ^^ntimente^ as 4o |>ear8ulLde;them8el'^e9 that 

they coiiBteaanGe a covetous^ ambitious spirit^ yaut 

committee furth^ beg leave Ip 'sug^st the pro^ 

priety, of eautioiuing your clergy lagaio^ilt worldly 

mifidedBesii^ of exhortitig them not to aspre after 

j^acer^C eiii^<ii&eli;t or civildistiiie 

I" mg t&eia, ibat the ewe 61 aoals irfhelf peculiar -J^'- 

\ 8ifies6 ; aRd that they who s^ve at ihe altar ought,, 

as far as possible, to avoid iemporal avocatioii!S«— 

VoLiI.p.l72. , : 




. Sect. 5. " Portions of the Printed Eaftract8l:a 
ie selected Jpr neadi^^to their pebple^ v 

OmiBkoiu^nrResshed^ l^^hat it be recommeiided to 
fill 4he«uoisters within the bcmnde of this Assent'-: 
bly to read, every year, such parts of the printed 
extracts erf the Assembly, as they may judge pro^, 
;per and useful. — 1801- VoU L p* 272. 

. Sect, 6. A particular tine of conduct vn re- 
gard to J}uellists vecomfnenied by the *issembly^ in 

■1805.; ■ .'■■. - V- '^^^ .- 

' The comrmittee to whom was referred the pro- 
•position from the Presb;^tery of Baltimore respecting 
^duelling, exhibited their Report. The report being/ 
read and, amiended, was adopted^ and is a3 follows ; . 
viz. ■ v'V \, •- ■ ■ / ' ' ■ ,.\ 

^ The General Assembly having taken into ^eriou^^ 
fConsideratien the unhappy prevalence of tbepflpac- 
iiee of duelling in the IJn^d States, aiid :beidg ^ 
-anxiously 4es»oi¥i 4if oontiabating what may fere m 
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tKeir power/ consistently with tfaeir chiurai^terimi^ 
situation^ to discountenance and abolish thi0 jprac- 
tice; ^ : ' ' • 

' JResohed unanimoudy^ that they do^ m the most 
unequivocal manner, decWe their uttdr abhorence 
of the praetica of duelling ; and of a}l meii^ures 
. , tending th^eio, ad onginating frdm tiie malevdlrat 
dispositions of the human heart and[ a iaise s^se 
of honour ; as a remnant df Gothic barbarism^ as 
r implying a presumptciLOtis ^^nd highly Criminal ap- 
peal to God, as the Sovereign Judge ; as utterly in- 
^\ consistent with every just principle of SdCNral cob- 
. duct ; as a direct violation of the sixth cemmand- 
. / ment^ and destructive of the peace and happiness of 
. .{ families : and the A^embly do hereby recoininend 
it, to the ministers in their connection, to discomr- 
tenance, by all proper means in their poiyer^ this 
sscandalous^ practice. . ../. 

. ' Uesolvedf vAsOy thai it he recommended to all 
thf^ ministers under the care of the Assembly, that 
'. they scrupulously refuse to attend the foaeml of 
any person who shall have fallen in a duel ; axtd 
that they admit no person, who shall have fougbt 
'„ a duel, given or accepted a challenge, or been ac* 
/■^ \ cessary thereto, unto the distinguished- privile^s 
I /of the church, until he inanifest a just siense of his 
yy^ guilt, and give satisfactory evidence of repentance. 
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SecU 7. Concert prayer meetings should ie 
promoted. ^ . 

Whereasy the King and head of the Ghurck has, 

during the last year, poured <)ut his Spirit, in a rc- 

markiJ)le and gldrious mann^^ on many ^ the 
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^Kjftrohes withhi otir boaitds ^ and has v mtoifestly 
. sacQeeded Hm efforts of QhFi9tiaQs io years past, in 
their endeayovHcs to diffuse the light M reyealed 
tratfa among the;.heathen; and ha* here]^y:.ei^cGtir- 
aged and ^urged the pious to janited and itftportii- 
nate ' wrestling at the throne of g^ce:-r-^And 
whereas many Christians in^ Asia, - Africa ahd 
Europe, have agreed/ to setvapart the ;^r«* Mon- 
day evening of e^^^y month** that they may iijeet 
together^ and say, with cwae lUeart, to the prayer 
" healing Gt)d, ^^ Thy - kingdom comcil Came, Lord 
Jesos,^ wd fill;the^ wopld with thy ^cir^ ;V. iThere- 
fere^-' ■> .' -^ - ^ -: v., - ■ -^ ■ . \ 

Sesohed^f tha.t!thisOeneral Ass^mhly da approve 
ofx^oncerts rfprayer for the advancefliettt of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, and do recomm^<^ ft ta the 
friends ^of Zjion in their connexion; as far as may 
be xonvenient, 46 spend the first Monday evening in 
every month in special prayer to God, for the com- 
4i^ and glorious reign of Christ on ^arth.— 18 tS- 
ToL Mt p^ 2i^. 

iSfec*. 8. To reftmn from (fffermg ardent s^i 

nis. ■ / - ' - .. •■ -. ^' ^ ' ; •; 

The eommittee to: i«shich wa» referred the overf 
tare from the Prerfjytery of |^ew Brunip wick, pro- 
posing the adoption of measures to restrain vice in 
general, and the intemperate use of ardent spirits 
in particular^ reported^ and their report being read 
and amended, was adopted^ and is as follows ; 

That this Aslejnbly recommend ta the miois- 
iers, and all the people under their car^, to u^e 
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^^ fii^ir influence m foitniing agsodiitibns tot tKe sc({h 
Jiression (crf vice, and the enjDouragem^iit of good- 
ia6ra^:aiid 

TMt it be reconiDd[iehd^ to ihe ministers^ eld^^ 
and deacons of the Piresbyteriitk churches,, to re- 
frain^ from offiering ardent ispirits to those who may 
visit thenivat their respective houses,, except in ex- 
traordinary tases.-^16t8. '^ 



Seet':j9. Tq endtavbttr to mppres^ ike sin qf 

^ " mtempermce. - v > . 

■ - ■ >• . ' ' - " ' ■ * ■ ^' " 

SeePairtrir:€hap.IV.:S^^^ : 

Sect. 10. /f i« f A^ i?ttfy qfjpreacherstrav^liiig 
to cffi^isdafe in tHe Eastern Btates, to have their 
qual^catioris certified by one or moreofikeiOofn- 
mittee appointed for the purpose* . 

* * ■ .• "- 

See Part XI, tJhap. il. S^ct. i. and €hap. 
m. Sect. 3, 4. ^ : . 

Sect. it. MisBimaries may administer opdi- 
nances. , 



v.. -■> 



It was hioV^d that the restriction laid by the 
last General Assembly on our Missibnaries, which 
confines them to Mminister the ordinaiice 6{ the 
Lord^i^ Stipper in places pnly wherie ther6 arc 
church officers i^^gtilairly a^polnted^ be repealed,, 
and it was repealed accordingly.-^1798. Vol. 1. 
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Sect. 12. , Jli]sy-mu3t pay a atnci re^am to 
the instructions of the Board of Missions. 

■;.. ^- . - * - . ^. ^ ^ •' . j^ . -, • 

MesolvMi That as reasons unknown to^tli« MisH^ 
sionaries^ may often influence the jCominittee of 
l^issions iu designating thfeir routes, liie Mission- 
varies be directed to pay a strict regard to their in- 
structions, and hot to deviate from their prescribed 
course, except where insurmbuhtable obstacles 6c«^ 
cur.— 1806. Vol. H. p* lee. 
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jOTBEr churches. 



CHAPTBIt 1. 

OF THE MANNER OF RECEIVING MINISTERS 
AND LICENTIATES INTO OUR CHURCH. 



f 



Seet 1. Megulations relating to Foreig» M^fi^ 
isters and Licentiat^g odopt^^ in IBOO^ 

* JL H£ draugbi of certain^regalatioitis resffecting ilie 
admisfiibn of foreign wiiisters ainl liceajlate^^ re- 
ported by the committee appduted for that ptir-. 
pose^ ivas again read; and haying been fally eoBsi^^- 
dered and amended^ was adopted by a large- ma- 
jprity, and is as follows : viz. 

"When any minister or licentiate fraw Europe,- 
shall come into this couiitry and desire to b^ome 
connected with the ^fieshy terian church , in ttie 
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United 3taf8s; he mny apply to any domlK^ttee »p- 
'liointed^ta direct the services of travellins miiusters 
-and g2|,ndidates ; which committee shall inspect hi^ 
credentials^ and^ by examination or otiierwise, endea? 
vonr to ascertain his soundness in the faith and 
^:^6riinental acquaintance; with religion> his atrt 
tainments in divinity and literature, his moral and 
religious character and approbation of our public > 
standard of doctrine and discipline: if the result 
shall be sitch as to encourage further trials s^d 
committee mfty giv^e him appointments^ to supply 
and* recommend him to the churches, till the next 
meeting of the Presbytery to which i^ald committee 
belongs. It shall then become the duty of such* 
minister or licentiate to apply to that Presbytery, 
or to any other in whose bounds he may incline to^ 
labour ; provided always that he idak^ his applica* . 
tion to the Presbytery at their first meetiugufter hiis 
coming within their bounds : And also that imme- 
diately on coming within the bounds of^ any Pres- 
bytery, he apply to tiieir committee, to judge of his 
eertiftieate of approbation, and, if they think it exi-; 

Sedient, to msike him ' appointments ; ,or if it shall 
e more convenient^ the application may be made 
to the Presbytery in the first instance ; but it shall 
be deemed icregular for any foreign mia||tfer or li* 
ceikiate to preach* in any vacant church, tin he shall 
have obtained the approbation of some Presbytery ' 
or committee of Presbytery in manner aforesaid.- 
The Presbytery to which such minister or licenti- 
ate may appl^, shall carefully examine his creden- 
tials, isind not sustain a mere certiftcate of good . 
i^tanding, unless corroborated by ^ch private let- 
ters or other c6llateral testimony as shall fully sa* 
lisfytliem ae tp> the i^ntlienticity ivpd suffid^ncy oi 



'%: 



V 



s r 






» rJS. 



-w^ -■ ■ r'-'ym .— ■ -- »sji*» «if» ' ji' 



T - V 



lliis testiinoiifals. After iiispectiiig any evid^ 
of bk literary acquiremeiite which may be laid be- 
■ foi^.'fheta, the Pi'cjdbytery shall enter i^to^a fiw 
<^oiiveTsatioii with him, in order to discover W» 
soundness in:the faith, i|,nd experimental acquain- 
,4atiee with religion. If ihey shall obtain i^atisfac* 
tion on these several articles, they shall pFOcecd 
./ fo exaiwne him on the leartied langCia^s^ the aris^ 
' sciences, thediogy, church history and government; 
y , nor shall they receive him, unless be shall appear 
r . to haye Baade such attainm^ents in these several 
> . hranches^^ as are required of those wh^t^ceive their 
edupa^on or pas»thei]r trials amc^ ourseh^es. But 
' if upon the whole he appear ioht a j^rson. worthy 
of encouragement, and who~promfees^^«efukiess in 
- il%e chuFch> they shall i^eceive hita as k minister or 
candidate on probation; he4i^t adbpting our stond- 
, ayds of doctrine and discipline, and promi^^g sub- 
jection to the Presbytery in. the Lord- During 
I this state of prol^ation, be may preadi the gospel 
where regularly i^lled, either as a stated or occa- 
- fiionai supply, and if an 6rdaii|ed minister^ perform 
every part of <^e ministerial functions, e?teept that 
jt he may not vote in ^ny judicatory, or accept a call 
for settlement - '''' .- ^ ' 

If tMb forei^er wtosliall apply t^ ^ny commit^ 
tee or Presbytery as aforesaid be an nrdained min- 
ister, such committee and Presbytery may, at their 
discretion, dispense with tlie special exaininfttioB 
on literature in this act prescaribed ; provide A he 
* ahall exhibit satisfactory evidence thatiie has re- 
t^ ^' . eeived such education and^made such -progress in 
^ languages, arts and sciences^ as are required by th^ 
eonstitution o/ our church as qualifications^ for the 
. gospel ministry ; hutin^U other respee^^ thf e^oiiid- 
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v^i|d;i<ni $&{i;U be'ilie sume 4b !a the^ckseof a liceii* 

tiate.-:." • ' - - •' ' ^ -"-• 

. If fram pjrospects of settlement or of greater ase*'^ 

*fali^8s^ a minister or licentkyte^ under prolmtioif jn 
any Presbjrteryy sbajl wish to move into the bounds 
of ftttother, he shall receive .a dismission containing 
a certifieate oi his standing and cbfiraeter from the 
Presbytei\y nndeif whosya^are h^ shall have beej* :. 
which certificate ^all entitle him to the same stand-* 
ing in the presbytery into whose bounds he shall: ^ ^ 
move ; except that from, the time of Ijis comii^ tin- . 
der the care of this latter Presbyteiyji a whole 
year shall elapse before they come, to a final judg- 
ment respecting Ma recepiimi* .v . - 
3V^heiit any Ibreign minister or licentiate receiv- 
ed on certificate^ or put^ant to trials iii any Prefe- 

,bytery shall li^ve presided generally atid preacbed 
within thdir bounds and under theirMlrectton ib^^ s 
at least one year^ they shall cause htha to preach ' 
before them^ (if they judgeit exf>edieQi^)aAd taking 
into consideration . as- we^ tlie evideHce^ derived 
from their trials^ as. that which may arise from his ^./ 
acceptance in the churches^tJii^ prudence^ gravity 
and godly coQryersatidu> shalV ivotsa the combined 

. evidence of the whole^ determine either to receive 
him^ to i^e^t hlin> or to bold him under further 
probation. In case of receiving him at that subse- 
quent period^ the Presbytery.shaH report the^sanje 
to their Synod at its next meetings tc^ther with all 

• the certifit^ates and other testimony efn w4iich they: 
received him> or, if it shall be mcore convenient^ xhls "* 
.may be made to the Greneral Assembly. 
, The. said Assembly Qt. Synod (as the case may 
be) i^ball then inquire into the proceedings of the 
Presbytery iii. the affair} arnd if-they fijnd them *^ — 
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have Jbeeii ifregulajr or jSeficient^ tBey; 8%i|J^L recpm* 
mit them to the Presbytery in oip^er to a morere% 
ga\^r and p^t^t p^rocSBSs* But if the proceeilings 
had ia the Presbytery appear to liave been <x)a- 
jformable to this regulation, they shall carefully ejL- 
amine all the papejra laid before them h? the[ Prfj?*. 
by^tery qt which shall be exhihited by tbe party 
jDoncerhed, and copsiderlng . their .^edibility and 
safficiency, come to a'final judgment, eithej to i;e- 
celve him into the Presbyterian body agreeably t9 
hi($ standing, or to reject him. -^ 

In order however, to facilitate the settleu^ent of 
foreign ministers as aoon as may consist with the 
purity and ord^ of the church, it is furthpi; ordain- 
ed, that if the'proper'Synod or tbe;.Grene?al As- 
sembly; are not to meet wiihi|i thtee montha, after 
Ihat meeting 4)f a Presbytery at: which a foreign^ 
minister on pjpobatioiv is expeqted to he received/ 
^ the Presbytery may (if they see cause) lay his tes- 
timonials before < that:meeting of the Assembly or 
Synod which shall be held next befo;pe said meeting 
of the Presbytery. If this Assembly" pr. Synod 
shall approve the testimonials, >tbey shall ^H^e the 
Presbytery such information - and.dijrec^on a? the 
case may requu^^ ^d remit the ^ame to them fw 
final issue, , ^ 

In all other cases it shall be deemed ii^egular. 
for ; any .Sy noil or General Assembly. to receive a 
foreign minister or licentiate^ until he i^halV have 
parsed his period of probation and been received 
and reported by sope Presbytery in manner aforer 
said, Njo minister w licentiate^ after ^being per. 
jected by one Presbytery, shall be received by ano- 
ther;^ or if received through nuisitake or otherwise^ 
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lie shaH ho longer be couiitetianbed of eufployed 
after the fmpositiontis discovert ' \, 

• If however any minister or licentiate shall thinli 
liimiself aggrieved by the sentence of any Presbyte- 
Tyi he shall have a right tb carry the matter by com- 
plaint to theprojief ^nodf brthe next General As-; 
nembly^ giving notice therecif to the Presbytery 
diifingttie meeting at whiclithe's^nt^nce was pro- 
nounced; or at the meeting next following. 

The^ reguljatibtts^ and provisions relative to the 
recepticm of foreign ministers and licentiates^ ia*e to 
be considered as coming in place of all that have 
lieretofore been estsCblis^bed oti this subject { and all 
Judicatnres and individnals under the ctoe bt the 
Assemb^> axis to regard them accordingly. Vol. I.> 
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Sect. 2, SemarJc9 f*elaUve ta the preceding re^ 

*■ ■ " ' - • - - 

The necessity of guarding against the admission 
i>f ministers or licentiates coming from abroad de- 
fective in point either of orthodoxy or piety, was 
felt by the late Sytiod of New York and Philadel- 
phia, at an early period. In fee "year 1764 they 
adopted a rule on this subject, which was further 
explained thfe next year. Ste thdr records p. 8d 
and p. 91:. In the year; 1774, they adopted the fpl- 
lowing regulations, which Jwere UTMmimmsty ap^ 



Whereas, it is of the hkhest Imporiand^to the* 
int^est of the Redeemers Kingdom, ihai the^ea^ 
test care be obieierved by church judicatures^ to 
maintain orthodoxy in doctrine, atid purity in prac*- 
iice, in aU their memhert^ ; i3m Syik>d in ad^^or 
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^ ihe agteeineDt iipm this l^eM m i|l& y'ei^ t7&^ ' 
and furUier e^^plaii)^ iif the year 17^5^ do mckgt 
earnestly i^ecommendiio all thw 1?resbyteries, to ba 
very istrkt and carefui respecting those Qiatters| 
especjially IB examimng th<^ eerti|icates aind testimo- 
nials of ministers and probationi»rs^ whocmne f^om 
:fore%n churches^ Anil thatihey be very caatioiMi 
i aboat receiving ihem, unless the authority of thehr 
; certificates atid testinionials be supported by . pri- 
vate letters, or otlier credible and sufficient evl- 
dence, And, in order inore effectually to preserve 
tlui^ Synod, our Presbyteries and ^Gongregatioa^ 
firoin imposition and abuse ; every year>: when a^y 
Presbytery may report that they haveTeceived any 
tninister or prcdbationer from a fpreig?r church, thrf 
Presbytery shall lay before the Synod the testi- 
monials, ^md ail other certificates^ upon which they 
i*ceiv0d such minister oi* probatibner, for the satis- 
faction of ihe Synods before such minister or pro- 
bationer shall be enrolled as a membiBr of our foody. 
f And if the Synod shall fl^d tbeV &bAA t^timpnialg 
[■■ ' . fabe or insnfflc^ient, the y^hpla proceedings Jield by f 
\ the Presbytery on the admission ishiU be held tp 1 
, be vmdf *nd the Presbyter;|r jshall not, from that 

time, jeeeive or ackno^vledge him aiS a ^^^i^ ^. 

i Ihis body, Qt m «iinii5terial comv^uni^ wiQi us-r- 
> A^5 on the other hand^wh^n toy ministersr or j 
' ; probatipneiN from any foreign churct shall |M)me ] 
: , duly recoDimendi^d/ as above, we will gladly re-» 
,. ^ ceivethem: as brethren, a^^give tl^m every en? | 

} j^uragement ia^^ou?.p6wer.V-p, 2Q^v 

T^ awaken the attention of the Pres^byteries to* 

Ihis important subject, the^e injunctiims were re- 

ftewedjn i784. 
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i^ having rcasdh, by IttforinaScm 
given since their present mating, to apprehend the 
Ohurches under their care in imminent danger 
front ministers and libeiised candidates of unsottit^ 
priliciples coming amon^ ns, do hereby renew 
their former injunctions to the respective Presby- 
teries within their bounds, relative to this niat- 
4er ; and do^ als6 strictly enjdin ou every member 
of this body, under pain of censure, to be particur^ 
larly careful in this respect. And the Stated Clei^k 
is Irereby directed to furnish each of ojkir Presbyte- 
ries with an attested copy of the said inj^unctiofts^ 
together ^ith a popy of this minute.-^Page 873. - 
- Itk the year4798 the General Assembly adopted 
eiertain ^< regulations intended to embrace and ex- 
tend the existing rules, respecting the reception of 
foreign ininrstets and licentiates. ■ See Vol. I. pV 
168. Thenext year the Presbytery of New YorlC 
requested the Assembly to reconsider and rescind 
these regulations^ which produced the following 
justification of them: ' v. 

The committee appointed to state the grounds 
on which the Assembly has thought proper nolio 
eoihply with the request of the Presbytery of Neir 
yOTk, to" reconsider an^d rescind the regulations 
^established by the last Gett6rar Assembly, relative 
to the introduction df foreign ministei^, Heportfedl 
as follows: Your committee to state, >&c. beg 
leave to report^ 

1 . That the first reason assigned by the Presby*' 
4ery of New York, HFor their request, is founded on 
a mis-interprd;ation of an ambiguous expression iik 
the constituilbn. The sixth section of the litil 
chap, is thus expressed, ^<Befope any overtures o^ 
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regulations proposed by the ^ssenihtg an STAKDivn 
BL i,E8 shall oe oblipitary on the churches, it shall be 
■necessary to travswit them to all the Preshifteries, 
and to ivfeive the returns of at least, a Tntyoritn 
of the Preshyteriea in tn-Hing, ajjjtrofivg thmvef. 

Standing rules, in this Hectioii can refer only to 
oue of tbe following olyecta — 1st To articles of 
ibe constitution, wliidi when once established, are 
unalterable by tbe Assembly — or 3nilly. To every 
rule ur law enacted without any term of luuhadoo 
ex|ire8se(l in the act. The latter -meaning would 
draw after it conse(]uences so extensive and inju- 
rious, as forbid the Assembly to give the sttctioa 
that intcri>retiiUoii. It would reduce this Ansem- 
bly to a mere committee to prepare business upiio 
M bich tbe Pi'esbyteries might act. It would undo, 
with few exceptions, all the rules that have been 
established by this Assembly since its first institu- 
tion, aud would prevent it forever from cstabfiabing 
any mle not limited in tbe terms of the act itself. 
Besides, standing rules in the evident sense of tlio 
constitution, cannot be predicated of any act made. 
by tbe Assembly and repcalable by it; because thoy 
are limited in their very nature, to the ilnralion of 
a year, if it please the Ahsembly to exert (be 
piiwer inherent in it at alt times to alter or annul 
them, aud they continue to be mlC'* only by tbe 
Assembly's not nixing its power of repeal. Th« 
law in question, is no otherwise a standing ruttf 
than all other lavis repealable by this Assembly. 

2d. The Presbytery of New York also imputes 
to these ndes a defect of charity towards for*'iea 
churches. The charity of this Assembly for io- 
rei^n churches is unditninishcd. The rule is esta- ' 
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blished id^uwd as fa^ as posisiblie afgftimA ittpQC* 
tors^ wlio plead a relation to Ithoi^e churches whidh 
they do not actually hold. The churetes in^Aua^r*. 
ica have so fref^hratly and so gev^ely suffered by 
impostors of this description — aigtd cnot relatiye po- 
sition to Burope^ and the tiewness of ciur country^ 
tendw impositions so easy^ and detection so diffl«- 
t^ult^ that rules too scrup^lmis on this su^ect Can 
hardly be adopted; The ^^xisting rule^ althougli 
m)mewhat irksome to good men, will he cheerfully 
snbvutted to for the superior interests of religion. 
Hay?itJ? believed, thfti.such m^ grieved at the 
^shonour Inrought upon the churches of their na- 
tive country by unworthy emigrants from them int^ 
Ihis, will readily co-operate with tibe Agsen^Wy ha 
every measure that will contribute to preserve th^ 
parity and respect of their name/antd, by a state, of 
probationary trial mil tend to discriminate between 
mditorious and unworthy ministers who shall of- 
fer their services to our churches* 

3rd. An inccmsistency is supposed farther to 
exist in .one. part of the rule to anoth^; because^ 
it per mits^ Colleges, Academies, and ^ individual 
£/hurches, to call from .Europe to this cdunti^, me^ 
oi known and:good character to preside over.them^ 
.without subjecting such men to the probation prer 
scribed in other cases. Your committee do not 
perceive the inconsistency that has-been attempted 
to be pointed outf espedally as no individuiil 
church t^ call a minister from Alamtd more than 
at home ^itbxiit the ^permission and advice of the 
Presbytery to which it is attached, and who will, 
in ordinary cajses^ be able to pi'eserve it frrai impQ^ 
sition. The Assembly however might not object 
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i0 \a modiftca^Ofn of the rule as &|* u it relates to 
Academies^ lincotujiedted with pastoral charges. 

4th. Th^ Presbytery af New ¥qrk likewiae 
deems this rule unnm^^s^iafy. The greater ^rt of 
the Presbyteries pomposing this/Assieiably^ as far 
as their opinioas ca'n be now collected/ esteem H 
useful. Tim^ will either Go^ftrm its utility, or 
point out the amendments of lyhidi it is suscep- 
tible. ^ ^ 

Your committee fartheif advise a reference of this 
4irticle ofthevCjmsiittttion to the respective Presby- 
teries for tbeir interpretation ; at the ^aine time rer 
commending to tjiem to advise and empower the 
next Assembly to substitiite, the phrase constitution' 
ul rules y in this adrticle, i^ the room of. standing 
titles. _ r 

Th6 above report was accepted^ and wdere^d to be 
inserted on the minn^: and agreeably to the last 
article, the respective Presbyteries were, and. they 
are hereby jfequired to send up to the n^xt Assem- 
bly their opinion on the section of the consfitittian 
referred to;; and if they think proper, to advise and 
emjiower faid Assembly to make the alteration 
therein proposed in the phraseology of this section^ 
'according to t^ mode pointed Qut in the conjsUtMr 
fionfo^ effecting any alteration in that instrument. 
^— Vol. I. p. 201. 

The Assembly in 1800 appointed ^' a eominittpe 
ip Consider the regulations made by the A^^s^mbly 
in 1796 respecting the introduction irfibreign min- 
isters, and to^report such modiflcatioas and amend- 
ments of the same'^ as might ^^ appear conducive 
to the general interests of the church.'^--^Tol. I. p. 
320. This ; committee reported; and the regula- 
tions (Btatod lUHo ve were adopted* 
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Sef^. 3, JSuIe^ relatitig to a JHethodiat min-^ 
ister* . ' 

A petition was laid before the General Assem,^ 

1792 ^^y ^"^"^ *^^ Presbyterian Ghurcb in the' 
Island of Jamiuca^ reqaegtiog the settlement 
of a Mr.~ £noch Matson^ an elder formerly cbn* 
necied with the Methodist ehlireh, who was re- 
presented as willing to subscribe the ^octrine^ ^a*^ 
tipline and government of the Presbyterian church; 
accompistiiied with a request from the Presbytery 
of Baltimwe for direction in what manner to pro^ 
ceed in receiviDg hiin into this church. Qo mature 
deliberation^ the Assembly reeommended^ to the 
Presbytery of Baltimore to proceed in receiving 
Mr. jjd^atson to trials for the Ministry in the same 
manner as if noliceasure or ordination by the Me- 
thodist church iiad taken place;-«--yol. I. p. 59. 

•, « , ' 

The Committee of Overtures brought in the fol- 
1810 ^^^**S **®^^l^*i®'^r^b*<^h5 having been rei^d 
and amended, was adopited^ and is as fol- 
lows : viz. Sesolvedy That in the opinion of this 
Assembly^ Ihe decision of the General Assembly^ 
in 1792, and referred to by the Assembly of 1800,^ 
respecting the reordiaation of ministers^ regularly 
ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
desiring to connect themselves with tbe Presbyte- 
rian church in the United States of. America, how-^ 
ever expedient at the time of it^s fiormatton, ought ^ 
not to be considered as a precedentio guide the fu* 
ture decisions of the judicatories^ of tl|is church ; ajpidl 
that the Presbyteries under the care of this Asseni- 
bly,.when they receive into their cojanexion an or- 
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dained miHister from any other denomiciatabii^ be 
.careful to record the circumstances of the case<^ and 
the reasons which-induced them to receive such 
ordained ministers. — ^Vol. IL p. MB. 



CHAPTER a 



Of THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNEC- 
TICUT. , 



Sect. i. A jflan of union und eorrespondenee 
adopted by^thedssemilyy in 4792. 

JiHE minutes of the Convention. of the .Commit- 
tees of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian. 
.Church in the United States, and of the General 
Association of the state of Connecticut^ were, ta- 
ken into consideration^ an extract of which is as 
follows:* 

. ^^ Considering the importance of union and bar- 
]QfiOny> in the Christian Churchy and the duty ia- 
cumhent on all its pastors and members to assist 
each other^ in promoting^ as far as possible^ the 



* This ooRVentiiQn originated in measures adopted by the General 
Anmnblgr in 1790 and I79h fgr affcictlng tlii^ unioa t)f inter^ijx^e. - 
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getteral interest of tW Bedeeineir's kingdom ; Attd 
considermg Ittrtiierj that divine Providence ap*^ 
lieara to be now ojiening tbe door for pursuing 
these valuable objects, with a happy prospect of 
^utoess ; 

.'This convention 9ve of opinioiji," that it will be. 
conducive ta these important piifposes--- 

That a St&niing Committee of Corfespoiidenc^^ 
be^ appointed M each body, whose duty it ghall be^ 
by frequent letters, to commuhicate to each other^ 
whatevCT liiay be mutually usefol to the churches 
under their care, and to^the general iftterest of the 
Redeenier^s Kingdom. 

• That each bx>dy should from tinie to time ap- 
point a cotnmittee consisting of three members;^who 
shall hai'e a right to sit in the otbei'^s general meet"* 
ing, and make such communications as ' shiill be 
directed by their respecfive constituents, and deli- 
berate on such matters as shall come before tl^ 
body ; but shall have no right to vote. _ 

That effectual measures be' mutually taken to 
jirevent^ injuries to the respective churches, from 
irregular and unauthorised preachers. 

To promote this end, the convention judge it ex- 
pedient, that evefy preacher, tra^^lling from the 
limits' of one of these churches into those of the 
other, shall be furnished with recent testimonially 
of his rejgujar standing, and good character as a 
preacher, sighed by the Moderator of the Presby- 
tery, or Association, in which he received his li^ 
cense; or, if a miniijter, of his good standing. and 
chwacteras such,froifi the Moderator of the Pres- 
bytery, or Association, where he last resided, and 
that he shall, previously to his travelling ad a 
preaeb^ into dktwt parts, farther jg^ceite a recdm* 
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meiidation^ from one member, at least of a stand- 
s' ing committee to be hereafter appointed by each 
\ body, certifying his good qualifications as a . 
1 preacher. ' J 

"jf Also, that the names of this standing committee, ^ 
Ijpl^ . fihall be mutually communicated, and also that every 
^ preacher travelling, and recommended as above, 
' '*nd submitting to the stated rules of the respective 
(. churches, shall be rec^iyiBd as an authoiised 
f preacher of the ^spel, and clieerfully taken under 
the patronage of the Presbytery^ oy Association, 
within whose limits he shall find employment as a 
preacher : And / - 

' ■ ■ * That the pVoceedings of the respective bodies, on 
"•this report, be communicated to oui? brethren of the 
Congi-egational and Presbyterian churches through- 
out the states.'^ / - 
^^ . Upon mature deliberation, the Assemblyiinani- 
mously and cordially approved of the said plan, 
and to carry the same into effect, appointed-— The 
ilev. Dr. John Rogers, Dr. John Witherspoon and .j 
Dr. Ashbel Oi'een, to be a committee of correspon- | 
deuce, agreeably to the said plan : and it is more* 
over agreed, that this Assembly, wilVsend dele- 
gates, to sit and consult with the General Associa* 
^ tion of Connecticut, and receive their delegates to 
sit in this Assembly, agreeably to another article 
of the plan, as soon as due information shall be re^ 
ceived that it is adopted on the part of the General 
Association of Connecticut. 
The Rev. Dr. M^Knight, Dr. M^ Whorter, Mr. 
^ James Woodhull, Dr. 8. S. Smith, Dr. Alison^ 
Dr. Nesbitt, Mr. John B. Smith, Mr. Grabam, 
Mr. lacy; Mr* M^Call, Mr* M^DoBal^ and Dr, 
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* M^Cbrkle,* wcmj appointed a istani^g cominiftee 
to certify the good qualifications of the preachers , 
travelling to officiate in the bounds of the Associa- 
5 tion of the state of Connecticut : and it was more- 
over agreed^ that any preacher trawUing as afore- 
said^ shall faaveat least Ihe name of one of the com- 
mittee^ who shall helong to the Synod^ from whose . 
boandisr he caiD[e.-^VoL I. p. , 53. 

Sett^ 2. ^heplan ratified by the JlssoqiatiofL 

The Revd. Dr. Jonatlian Edwards ahd the 
Revd. Mr. Matthias Burnet from the General 
Association 6f the state of Connecticut, appeared . 
I ■ in the Assembly, and produced an extract from 
the records of that Association, whereby it appear- 
ed that the convention, between said Association 
jind the General Assembly of the Presbyterian ' 
Church in the United States of America, had 
been ratified on their part ; and that these gentlemen ^. 
with the Revd. Dr. Timothy D wight were appointr 
ed, agreeably to an article of said cohvention, to sit 
ih this Assembly : whereupon, Dr. Edwards and 
Mr. Burnet were admitted as members, and took 
th eir seats accordingly.-^ Vol. L p. 68. ^ 

. . ' • - ; ' - 

Sect. 3. •An ulterati(m in the plun propcmei by 
the Jissembly, in 1794, 

• * 

On motion, ordered, that the delegates appoint- 
ed from the General Assembly-to the General Ad- 



• By an after order. Rev. Aaron Woolvortb* of Long island, was 
i|dded to this comimttee. ^ u 
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eoc}iiJtioficifGQ0B6ci&:»tpropi]^t^^^ Atssociation; 
as au amendment to the articles of intercourse 
agreed up^n between the aforesaid bodiej»> tbat 
the Relegates from' these bd4ies^ respectively^ shall 
have, a rights |w>t only tl> g^it aad deliberate^ hxA also 
to vi^te ill all questions:: which shall be detemdned 
by either of them :-^Aikl to commtmicate the result 
of their proposal .to the next Oeiteral Asaembly. 
Vol. I. p, 87. / 



/ Sect 4. . Jlgmed to by the Jlssociation. * 

. Dr. M^Whorter laid before th« Geaeral As- 
. sembly an e!x:tract from theaoioiites of the preceed- 
ings of the General Association of the Sti^e of 
Connecticut^ which^ having 1>eeit read^ wasioi^ered 
to be entered upon the minutes of the General 
, Assembly, and wa» as follows i^r- , "^ 

"The motion ' of 4he.Gten|5ral Assembly of the i 
PriBsbyterian Ghiirch, that the delegates, from i 
' that A^ssembly to this Association, and^the^Dele* » 
from this Association to that Aissembly^peempow- 
ered to vote in aH questions decided in thoise Bo« i 
dies respectively^ was taken into consideration; 
; and after disqussion, the General Association voted 
a coBlpBance with the said proposal".—^ 

That^ the above is an authentic extract from the 

'Minutes of the prix^eedin^ of the General Asiso- 

diatiim of the state of Connecticut, ^t their Ses* 

^ fifions begun on the 17 th day of Jiine, A* D. 1794, la 

attested by 

JON AtUAN EDWARDS, 
B^h of the General Jl80$ociation. , \ 
^ Vol I. Page 106. j 
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Sect 5. A plan of union between Preshyteriana 
and Congregationalista in the new settlements^ 
adapted in 1801. ;^ ' 

The report of the committee appointed ta coasidr 
er and digest apian of gov^mm^nt lor the churches 
in the new settlements^ was taken up and Gimsiderf^ 
^; and after mature deliberation on the same^ ap- 
proved^ as follows ; / . 

Regulations adopted by tW General Assembly 
4jf the Presbyterian cjiurct in America^ and by the 
General Assopiation of the State of Connecticut^ 
.fprovided said Association agree to them,) with a 
view to prevent alienation and promote, union and 
harmony, hfr those new s^Bttlements which are com^. 
posed of inhabitants from these bodies. ^ ^ 
t 1st n is strictly enjoined onall their missionaries 
lo the new settlem^ts/to endeavour, by all proper 
means, to promote mutual forbearance and accom* 
laiodation, between those inhabitants of the new 
settlements who hold the Presbyterian and those 
who hold the Congregational form of church gov- 
ernment. • - .> - 

2nd. If in the new settlements, any church of the 
Congregational order slia|l settle a minister of the 
Presbyterian order, that church may, if they choos^^ 
still conduct their discipline according to congrega- 
tional principles^ setting their difficulties among 
themsdves, o^ by a council mutually agreed upoioi 
for that purpose : But if any difficulty shall eiist 
between the minister and the church or any member 
of it, it shall be referred to the Presbytery to which 
ihe^ minister shall beloiig, provided both parties 
agree to it> if not, to a council coni^istifig of an 
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eq^ttal number of I^esb^pieriaus aiid CSm^^ 
'ahsts^ agreed upon by both parties, 

3d. vKa Presbyterian cburch^ shall<:«iettle a nan- 
ister/ora>i^refiAtional pmnciples^ that church may 
«till conduct their discipline according ip Presby- 
terian principles; excepting th^t if a difficulty arise 
between him and ht$^^ churchy or any meifptbei' of it, 
: {he causyB shall be tried by the A^^pciation^ to which 
ikfQ saitd^uinifi^r sihaU belong^ provided bpth par- 
ties agre^to it ;/ otherwise by a council^ one hatf 
Congregationalists and i^n^ other rhai^ Presbyteri- 
ans, mutually agreed on by the parties. 
\- 4th. If any congriegatidn consist partly of thi 
who hold thecongre^tionallbriioof 4i^ciii)ine^ an< 
partly of those who hold the Presbyterian fonnj 
Vwe recommend to both parties, tfaat4his:be no ob- 
struction to their uniting in one church and settlings 
a minister: and that in -this case, the church choose 
a standing committee from the eommunicants of said 
cchilf ch, whose business it shall be, to call to account 
eyery member of the church, who. shall condudt 
hiuiself inconsistently with thelaws;.df chrii|tianity, 
and to giv^ judgment on. such ccmduct : aud if the 
person coodemtied by their judgment, be a Presby- 
terian, be shall have libwty to apneal to the Pi*es- 
bytery: if aCongregfttiorialist, he shall have liberty, 
to appeal to the body of the male cbmmunicahts of 
thcchurchr in the former case the detennination of 
the Presbytery shall be final, unless the church 
consent to a further appeal to the Synod, or. to the 
'General Assembly; and in the latter case^ if the 
:party condeiniied shall wish for^ trial by a mutual 
council, th^ cause shall be referred io'such council. 
And provided the said standing committee of aqy 
church, shall depute one of themselves to attend the 
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]h*edhytery> be may ham the same right td sit and 
act in th6 Presbytery^ as a ruling elder^of the t^*6s- 
byterian Church. 

Onmdtion Re^dved^ That an attedted^eopy of 
the above pbut b& laadeby ihe Stated Clerk^ and 
put into the hand» of the^elegates of this Assembly 
ta the 6reneral As$ociation^ t>o be by themlaid be- 
fore that body for their consideratipn ; and that if it^ 
should be approved by them^ it go into immediate 
operation.— V oh L p, 261, 262- 

Sex^: 6. )M(yptedhy the Jlssodation. 

The Delegates to the last General Association 
of Connecticut reported, that they all attended the 
Association during the whole of their Sessions, 
and were received and. treated with great x:ordiality 
and friendship:—, " . ^ ■ 

That the Regulations submitted by tb^ last As- 
sembly, respecting the establishment of churches^in 
the frontiers consisting of Members partly of the 
Presbyterian and partly of the Congregational de- 
nominations, ' were unanimously adopted by the 
A:ssociation. — Vol. L p.. 276. 

. " ' ■ ' ' V ' ' ■■■ " •■ • ■ ' 

4 

V Sect. 7. Jtn order for. printing the plan in 
1806. . 

- V 

Jlesolpedy that the ; Committee, of Missions, 

cause a numbei' of Copies of this plan to.be prin*' 

ted, |tnd delivered to the Missionaries who may 

sent by the^ Assembly among the people concerned. 

\yol. n. p. 492, 
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CHAPTER in- 



OF THE CONVENTION OF VERMONT. 



. /*' 



Sect.i. The plan of union and corre^pon 
proposed by the jfssembljfy zn 1803. \ * 

X H£ Committee appointed on the communica- 
tion from the Convention of the regular ministers of 
the gospel^ of the State of Vermont, Reported. 
The report, being considered and amended, was 

. adopted, and is as follows : Yodr committee are of 
opinion, that, although this Assembly, have not 
received any answer, to the request of last Assem- 
My, proposed to the convention of Vermont^ yet 

- the Assembly have received satisfactory infprina- 
tion on the subjects alluded to, both from their own 
delegates to the Greneiral Association of Xdonecti- 
catvof last year, and alwfrom the repi:esentatives 
of that bo4y> in the present Assembly. The CoDd- 
miitee, therefore, submit the fojilbwine plan of union 
and intercourse, between the said Convention and 
the General Assembly : m;??. 

I. Each body shall sBnd^ne w two Del^a tes, 
* to meet and sit with the other^ at the stated sessions 
of each body respectively. 
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n. The delegate or delegates from each re- 
spectively shall have the privilege of jqiniiig in the 
discussions and deliberations of the body^ as freely 
and fally, as their own members. 
> III. That the union and intercourse may be full 
and complete between the said bodies^ the delegate, 
or delegates from each respectively, shall not only* 
sit and deliberate, but also act and vote : which ar- 
ticles comprise the great principles of the union 
between the General Assembly, and the Genial 
Association of Connecticut. Your comuiittee finally 
submit the following resolution : viz. Resolved^ 
That the above plan shall go into operation so soon 
as it shall be ratified by the convention. — Vol. I. 
p. 334. 

Sect. 2. Ratified by the Cowuention. 

A communication from the convention of the 
Congregational ministers in the state of Yermont, 
was received and read. From this it appears, that 
the convention have ratified, on their part the plan 
of union and correspondence agreed upon and trans ~ 
mitted to them by the last General Assembly with 
one exception, viz. that the convention considering 
the smallness of their number, and distance from 
the Assembly's usual place of meeting, cannot pro- 
mise to send an annuar delegation to the General 
Assembly ; Resolved, That this Assembly accept 
and ratify, on their part and behalf, the said plan 
of union and correspondence with the exception 
aforesaid ; and that the Assembly will for the pre- 
sent year, send one delegate to attend the next 
meeting of the convention. — ^Vol. II. p. 28, 29. 
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Sect 3, Proposition relating to traveUing 
preachers n^ade in 1809. 

iRe9o2t?e^^ That tbe delegate ap{>piiite4 terepce^ 
$eiit this AfsemUy fit the next meeting ef the Con- 
vention of y ermont, be a$td he is herdby autborn 
ized to propose and agree apon tbesibm^ regnU- 
tion$^ which have been agreed to be oh&^ved^ by 
this Assembly and the General Aisfiocia^ion^ of Con- 
necticni, in relation to the or ed^tiaU requisite for 
snch ministers^ as may come within the bounds of 
this Assembly or the convw^tion of /Vermont, for tibre 
purpose of preaching the gospel,— YoL II* p. 288. 

■r 

' Sect. 4. Accepted by the Convention in 1810. 

The resolution of the General Assembly respect- 
ing the appointment of a standing Committee to cer- 
tify the good standing of ministers traveUiag into 
the bounds of the General Assembly from the state 
of Vermont, and which your delegate was author- 
ized to transact, was agreed to with great unamnd-. 
ty : and an extract from the minutes of the conven- 
tion on this subject is forwai'ded herewith; to which 
it may be proper to add, that the publishing the 
names of the oommittees a|ftpointed .by tlia respec- 
tive bodies in this case, and taking measures to 
make the different parts of the church acquaioted 
with them to prevent imposition, was considered 
of great consequence.-^Vol* II. p. 31 1. See also, 
Vol. III. p, 134. 
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OF THE CENERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW 

HAMPSHIRE. 



Sect 1. A proposal from the Jisdodation OQ- 
cepted, in 1810. 

A PEOPOS AL from the General Association of 
New Hampshire tvas made by the Rev, William F. 
Kowla&d:^ sind the Bev. John H. Churchy commis-^ 
sioners appointed for that purpose, for a nnioii 
between them and this Assembly, similar to that sub- 
sisting between the General Association of Connecti*' 
cut and this Assembly. The certificate of their ap- 
pointment, and the. papers accompanying it con-* 
taitiing the fundamental principles and regulations 
of the Association of New Hampshire, were read. 

, Mesolved^ That €aid Union be formed^ and it ac- 
cordingly was formed, 

Resolved f That the Rev* Messrs. Rowland and 
Church be invited to sit as members of this Assem- 
bly ; and they accordingly took their seats. 

Resolved^ That the General Assembly send an- 
nually two delegates to the meetings of the General 
Association of New Hampshire^ 
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Sect. 2. An alteration in the delegation pro- 
posed by the Association^ in 1816. 

The following extract from the minutes of the 
General Association of New Hampshire was re- 
ceive4 and read : viz. 

"Voted that the delegates from this General As- 
sociation to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Churchy be instructed to propose to that re- 
spected body^ that this^ Association should in future 
be represented^ in that Assembly^ by only one 
delegate.. 

True copy from the minutes. — ^Vol. IIL p, 224.- 

Sect. B. Acceded to hy the Assembly. 

The committee, to which was referred the extract 
from the minutes of the General Association of New 
Hampshire reported; and the report being read^ 
was adopted^ and is as follows : viz. 

That after due deliberation they thinks that the 
articles of union between the General Assembly of 
th^ Presbyterian Churchy and the General Associa- 
tion of New Hampshire^ require, that ther Assembly 
should hereafter only send one delegate to the afore- 
said Association. 

Ordered, that a copy of this mindte be forwarded 
to the Association of New Hampshire by the d de- 
late who may be chosen to attend the next meet- 
ing of said^ Association.— Vol. III. p. 226. 
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OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 




Sect. i. A proposal from the Association ac- 
ceptei'by the Jissembly^ in 1811. 

A PROPOSAL from the General Association of 
Massachusetts proper^ was made hy the Rev. Joseph ^ 
Lyman^ D. J), and the Rev. Samuel Worcester, 
delegates appointed for that purpose, for the *^ 
establishment of a union between them and this 
Assembly, similar to that subsisting between the 
Association of Massachusetts proper, and the Asso- 
ciations of Connecticut and New Hampshire* 
The certificate of their, appointment, and the arti- 
cles of union with said Associations were read. 

The articles of said Union are us follow : . 

'' 1st. The General Association of Connecticut, 
and the General AssQciation of Massachusetts 
proper shall annually appoint each two delegates 
to the other. 

2nd. . The delegates «hall be admitted in each 
body to the same rights of sitting, debating and 
Toting with their own members respectively. 

C c 3 



I 



306 



INTERCOURSE. 



[part XI, 



3ril. It shall be uncterstood that the articles of 
agreement and connexion between the two bodies^ 
may be at any time varied by their own consent." 

The same articles were adopted in their connex* 
ion with the Association of New Hampshire. 

'The delegates stated that the shorter Catechism 
of the Westminster Assembly was adopted as the 
basis of their union ; and by answering several 
questions proposed to them^ fully satisfied the As- 
sembly relative to the standard of their faith, and 
the object of their Association. 

Whereupon, £e^a2i7e^, unanimously, that said 
union be formed ; and it was accordingly formed. 

JResolveiy that Dr. Lyman and the Rev. Sa- 
muel Worcester be enrolled as members of -this 
^ l&ssembly ; and they took their seats accordingly, 

■^ . JB^«(?Zi?erf, that the Assembly send annually two 
delegates to the Generj^l Association of Massachu- 
setts proper. 
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CHAPTER VL 



OF DELEGATES TO THE ASSOCIATIONS. 



Sedt 1. 7^e mode of ehetmg delegates adopts 
edy in 1796. 

JL HE Assembly Mesolvedy that in electing dele- 

fates to the General Association of the state of 
!ounecticut, the roll of the house shall be called^ 
and every member shall nominate any number of 
candidates he may please^ not exceeding three ; the 
candidates to consist of any ordained Ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church. When such nomination is 
made^ if any of the candidates present be acquain- 
ted with any circumstances which forbid their at-, 
tendance on the Association ; or if any member 
present be acquainted with any such circumstanceil 
in regard to candidates who may not be present; they 
shall be at liberty to make them known to the As- 
sembly^ that the names of said candidates^ if it be 
judged expedient, may be stricken off the list. 
From the names which remain on the list after this 
procedure, an election sha,ll be made of three mem- 
bers to attend the Association ; which election s'hall 
be made by ballot, on the opening of that sitting of 
the. Assembly^ which shall immedi9.tely succeed 
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the one at which the nomination took place.— Tol. 

I. p. 122. 

« 

I 

Sec*. 2. An cLdditional rule adopted in 18H. 

Resolved, That two of the del^ates chosen to 
attend the General Association of Connecticut, be 
chosen also to attend the Association of Massachu- 
setts proper; and that one of the delegates chosen 
to attend the Association of New Hampshire, be 
chosen also to attend the convention of Vermont — 
Vol. II* p- 365. 

• . - '-> ■ '• 

Sect 8. Printed Extracts to be carried by ihe 

dsiegatee. 

Resolved, As a standitig order, that the repre- 
sentatives from the General Assembly to the seve- 
ral supreme judicatures or Associations of Church- 
es, with which the Aissembly hold intercourse, 
shall annually carry forward to such judicatures 
or Associations, a competent number of the printed 
extracts from the minutes of the Assembly^ of the 
latest date, that may have been printed before the 
sittings of the judica,tures aforesaid. — 1811. Vol. 

II. p. 358. 

Sect. 4. The delegates are allowed two dollars 
for every 40 miles which they necessarily travel in 
going and returning, aijid one dollar per day daring 
tiie sessions of ibdM bodies they atteni^-^^VoA. II« 
^8^.212. 



CHAP, yil.j ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY. ^09i 



CHAt^TER VII. 



or THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATE PRESBY- 
TERY, &c. 



Sect 1. The plan of correspondence with the 
Presbytery of •Moany approved by the JSbsembly^ 
in 1802. 

A OOMMUNIGATION was received from fee 
Presbytery of Albuny^ stating^ thait a joint coin- 
mittee, con^sting of members of that Presbytery 
and members from a Pr^bytery knoiYii by the 
Bame of the Northern Associate Presbytery^ had 
met^ and agreed upon a plan of friendly correspond; 
dence between ifae jooinist^s ami churches belrag^* 
ing^ to these Presbyteries respectively^ consisting 
of three articles : tiz. The committee has in ef- 
fect agreed^ 

1. That there shall be occasional communion 
between the members of the particular churches 
subordinate to those Presbytmes respectively. 

2. That there be a friendly interchange pf ser- 
vices among the ministers : Aad^ ^ 

3. That each Presbytery, while in session, 
teay invite Bombers occasionally present from 
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the other^ to sit as cof1re8pondiiig members : That 
the Presbytery of Alba^y hai4ng heard the report 
of the said committee^ 'app]ro>^d thereof^ and re- 
solved to request the General Assembly to sanction 
the same^ and authorise the Presbytery of Albany 

to adopt iir /' 

The Assembly after due examination and delibe- 

ration^ expressed tb^ir approbation of the said plan 

of correspondence. — ^Vol. II. ' p. 286. 



. Sect. 2. The plan of union and carreMon- 
dence wiih the Synod of Albany appv(n>ed^ in ^ 
186d. " 



The Synod of Albany requested the Assembly 
to sanction a plan of union and correspondency 
bdtwem tiienfselvesf and Cih& Noftlief n Assod^aA^ 
Piscsbytery^ and the Middle JUuBociation in th« 
Western Biatarict in ilie state (tf New ¥c»fej which 
plan is' contained in pages 117'-^2i c^ t]9^8yiiidi«* 
«al minutes. l%e plan being read^ and tbe sub- 
ject discussed^ Mesc^edy That tjhe Assembly aanc- 
^oa the afotesaid^ plAn,*^^YoK IX p. 206^ i 
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CHAPTER Tin. 



OF THE REF0R3MED DUTCH PHURCH, XUU 
THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED CHURCH- 




Sect^'ii.^LS 1798 committees fcom the three 
churches met in convention, and agreed ihat the 
[dan jQi i^rc0urse> having for its basis the preser- 
vation of the .several ecclesiastical judicatories con* 
oemed ina^state entirely sei^r^ate and independent ; 

I. 'Tbetoommumon of particular cjbmrches ; 

II. Tfae.friendly interchange of ministerial ser* 
vices ; and 

III. A ^(MTespondenee of the ^several judicata- . 
ties, of the conferring churches. 

It was moreover agreed that the several chiirches 
should watch over each other's purity in doctrine, 
discipline, iand manners, and be ready to receive 
complaints against, atiy of their ministers, or mam- 
bers on these subjects. 

This plan was unanimously approved by the Ge- 
neral Assembly ; but it was not accepted by the ju- 
dicatories of the other chnrches. Still, however, a 
friendly intercourse has. be^n maintained,, morie w 
less, between the ministers and people 4)f the tbre0 
denominations. We are happy to Q,4d th^ it 4s 
increasing. 
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Sect. 2. ;4 negotiation for effecting a corres- 
pondence with the Jlssociate Rejbrmei Churchy in 
1819. • 

Resolved, That Drsu Romeyn, Blatchford, and 
GreeBy aud Mr. Lewis and Dr. Kodgers^ be a 
committee to confer with a similar committee of 
the General Synod of the Associate RdTormed 
Churchy and report to the next General Assembly 
the resolt of their conference^ on the subject of a 
brotherly correspondence between the twochurches. 

The following commnniiration was received and 
read: ^ 

^^ Session of the General Synod l»f the Associ- 
ciate Reformed Ghureh^ May 27^ 1819; 

'^^Mesolved, That this Synod reciprocate to tim 
General Assembly their assuraticesc^ a dispositioii 
to maintain a friendly correspondence ; and that 
the Aev. Drs. Mason and Proudfit^ and Mr. 
M^Loud^ ministers ; and Messrs. William Wilson, > 
and Henry Rankin elders ; be ajid they hereby are 
appointed commissiohers to confer on this subject 
with the commissioners already appointed by the Ge- 
neral Assembly, and that the result of their delibe- 
rations be reported to this Synod at its next meeting. 
' ^ By order of the General Synod. 

<^R. M^ CARTEE, Clerk of the Synod.^^ 

The Commissioners from the two churches met 
shortly after their appointment, and adopted a plan 
of con'espondence : and it is presumed that the plan 
wil]|be approved by the General Assembly and the 
General Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, 
in May next. 
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CHAPTER!.' 

O^ PSALMODY. 






fillet* !• T%^ tt^^ of Watts? s Psalma Mowed 
by the tote Synod of J\rew York and Philadelphia^ 
in ±181. 

HE Synod did allow^ and do hereby allow^ that 
Ih". Watts^s imitation of David's Psalms, as re- 
vised by the Rev. Mr. Barlow, be sung in the 
churches and families under their care. But they 
are> at the same time, far from disapproving of 
Rouse's version, commonly called ^^ The Old 
Fsidms,'' in those who are in the use pf them., and 
choose to continue; but are of opinion that tithef 
nay b^ used by the churches, as each con^rasgation 

D d 
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may judge to be post for thdir peace and ediftca- 
tion. And do^ therefore^ liigbly disapprove of se- 
vere and unchristian censures being passed on ei- 
ther of the said systems oi Psalmody.— Page 431. 
Published by order of the Assembly in 1803. 



K ' 



Sect. 2.^ JUr.,. Bankings query answered iy the 
Jissemhlyy in 1789. 

The following ^uery, signed by a member of the 
t Presbytery of Transylvania, was overtored by the 
committee of overtures.-^— ^^ Q,uery, whether the 
churches under the care of the General Assembly, 
have not, by the** cbuntenance and allowance of the 
late Synod of New York and Philadelphia, ^tf|p 
into a great and pernicious error in the pi^blic^ff- 
ship of God, by disusing House's veMsrfication ot 
David's Psalms, and adopting in the room of it 
Watts's imitation ? Conscience is the motive that 
' has induced me to make the above inquiry, and I 
trust I shall be heard on the subject with candour. 
—Vol. I. p, 9. 

The committee appointed on Mr. Rankin's af- 
fair, reported the following draught of a minute, 
which was adopted : mx. The General Assembly, 
having heard Mr. Rankin at great length, and en- 
deavoured to relieve his mind from the difficulty he 
appears to labour under, are sorry to find that all 
their efforts have been in vain ; and, therefore, only 
recommend to him that exercise of christian chari- 
ty, towards those who differ from him in their 
views of this matter, which is exercised towards 
himself; and that he be carefully guarded against 
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distiut>hig the peace of the chmrch on this heacl.<<^ 
Vol. I. p. 9. 



Sect. 3. IUp(n:t of iJifB Committee who reviewed 
Br. Dwigkfs alterations^ ^c. of Watts^s vereion^ 
in 18Q1. 

Uil^ committee appointed to meet the committee 
of the General Association of Connecticut^ on the 
second Tuesday of June 1800^ to examine the altera- 
tions and additioiis to Dr. Watts's version of the 
Psalms^ made by the Kev. Dr. Tipiothy Dwight^ 
brought in their report, which was read as follows : 
a?i^.— -^^That they met the said committee of the 
Association on the jday appointed^ and spent the 
remainder of that day^ and the two following days^ 
in carefully examining said alterationid, which they 
approved with «ome amendments : and they report 
farther, that these joint committees unanimously 
advised Dr. Dwight to add a number of. hymns, 
selected out of Dr. Watts's, and Dr. Doddridge's 
hymns, with some few of Dr. Rippon's to enlarge 
the syistem of Psalmody, and have tlie whole print- 
hi. as soon as convenient, for the use of the 
churches John Rodgers, Asa Hillyer, Jona- 
than Freeman/' 

y 

On motion Resolved, That in reference to the 
above report, the Assembly do not think it advi- 
sable to express their approbation of any system 
of Psalmody, without its having been first ^sub- 
mitted to their inspection and review.^— Vol. I. 
p. 251. - 
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Sect. 4. Watts^s Hymns, as weU as Psalms^ 
and Ihcighfs Motced to he used, in 1802. 

Tbe coffimittee cm Psalmody r^oried^ a&d ihsact* 
upon the^ Assembly determined as follows : 

Whereas the veirsion of the Psalms made by Br. 
Watts has heretofore been allowed in the congre- 
pations, under the care c^ the General Assendbiy^ it 
IS now thought expedient that tbe Hymns of Dr. 
Watts be also allow^ ; and they are accordingly 
liereby allowi^d^ in such eongr^lions as may 
think it e^ipedient to use them in public and social 
woi'ship. And whereas the Rev. Jh. Timothy 
3Dwight, by order of the General Association of 
Gonneciiciit> has revised the version of the Psalms 
made by I>f . Watts, and tersifted a number omit- 
ted by him/ and has also made a selection of 
Hymns from various aiithcKTs; whicV together 
with the Psalms^ were intended to furnish a system 
of Psalmody for the use of churches and families ; 
which system has been revised and recommended 
by a joint committee of the General Assembly and 
the 6eneral Association of Connecticut heretofore 
appQinted, as well as examined and approved by a 
committee of this Assembly: 

The saidisystem is hereby cheerfully allowed, in 
such congregations and churches as may think it 
for edification to adopt and use tiie same.^— Vol. I. 
p. 2ftl. 



iS^€^. 5. The above resolutions explained in 
r 1806. 



The coBunittee to Whom was referred the com- 
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municatioii from the Presbytery pf Ohio respect- 
ing Psalmody^eported. The report having been 
read and considered^ "was approved^ and is as fol- 
lows : 'Hz. 

Your committeenre of opinion, that the General 
Assembly of the year 1802, in their Resolution on 
this subject, did not intend that the churches under 
their care^ should use no other Psalms and Hymns, 
than those specified in the Resolution. It is further 
the opinion of your committee/that when any fami- 
lies or coi^regations, in their religious worship^ 
make use of Hymns containing err«neous doctrine^ 
or trivial matter, it becomes the duty of church 
sessions and Presbyteries, to inquire into the mat- 
ter, and act as the case may reguire,— Vol. H. p. 
164. • 
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CHAPTER n. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE 
LATE SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 



Hect 1. The judgment of the SyTwdm regard 
to the quatifications of candidates for the fntnigtry^ 
inllSS. 

An overture was brought in, in the following 
terms : mzi Whether in the present state of the 
' church in America^ and the scarcity of ministers to 
fill our numerous congregations, the Synod cnr jPres- 
byteries ought therefore to relax in any degree ia 
the literary qualifications required of candidates 
for the Ministry ? and it was carried in the nega* 
tivc by a great majority .' — ^Page S88. 

Sect 2. Presbyteries to pay due regard to 
order in reeeiving candidates Jvr the ministry. 

The Presbytery of Newcastle, expressing some 
uneasiness at the conduct of the second Philadel- 
phia Presbytery, for having received and licensed 
a certain Mr. John M^Clean, who .they apprehend 
most properly belonged to the Plresbytery of New- 
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castle, and |iad applied to them to be licensed ; and 
while they were taking the proper steps for obtain^ 
ing more full satisfaction concerning his church 
membership and christian character, he in the 
mean time removed from them and applied to the 
second Philadelphia Presbytery, and was licensed 
by them. Both the Presbyteries were fully heard 
in a free conference on this subject, and withdrew. 
The Synod, after mature deliberation, order Air* 
MM31ean to be cited befm^ the Presbyteryof New- 
castle, with p#wer to them to hear the charges 
against him, and issue the affair^ in a c^alar man- 
ner, and report to the next meeting of Synod; and 
the Synod do prohibit the siecond Philadelphia 
Presbytery from employii^ him to preach till the 

affair shall be concluded. — 1772. Page 236. 

. ■ --^ 

Sect. 3. An Elder may resign his official rela*- 
tion to a. particular congregation. 

A petition from the members of the session of 
the Third Presbyterian Church in this City, ask- 
ing advice of this Synod with respect to the exe- 
cution of their office, in consequence of the judg- 
ment of the Synod respecting that churchy was read. 
After it was duly considered, they returned the folr 
lowing answer : mz. The Synod advise them to 
continue to act as Elders ; but iu case they cannot, 
consistently with what tiiey apprehend to be their 
duty, continue as such, and act upon the decii^ons 
of Synod, that they may resign their office, and the 
congregation prooeed to choose other elders who 
may have freedom to act according to the determi- 
nations of the Synod.— -1772. Page 287. 
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, Sect. 4. Charges should be specific. 

Tbe Synod orders that all their judicatures 
shall for the future be particulary careful, not to 
receive or judge of any charges, but such as shall 
be seasonably reduced to a specialty in the com- 
plaint laid before them.— 1770. Page 187. 

Sect. 5. Due respect to be paid to the constittL- 
tiouy bath in conducting the truds ^f candiiates far 
the ministry^ and in making a record of the pro- 
ceedings^ 

The Presbytery-book of Suffolk was approved 
since the time of the union of the two Synods^^ ex- 
cept, that they have neglected to record their caa- 
didates adopting our public ^andardaat licensure, 
(thougli they inform us, it is a matter, of constant 
practice,) that they try and license at thesame Pres^ 
bytery, and in one instance pipdaimed without pre- 
vious.trial or liciBnsuve^ and ^hat they license for a 
certain time :- — Of all which we highly disapprove, il 
r-i764. Page 8% \ \ i\ 
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CHAPTER m. 



OF SUNDRY POINTS OF ORDER 



tSeet 1. Two or more members of a jndicatorjf 
fnay adjourn from time to time. 

On motioti Mesotveiy ad the opinkm of the A** 
sembly^ that from the nature of tile things two or 
more members of any judicatory," meeting accord- 
ing to adjournment, may adjourn, from day to day, 
until a sufficient number attend for the transacting 
of businei^s : and in case a quorum should not at- 
tend within a reasonable time, that the Modehitor 
shall be considered as competent to fix any time 
and place he may judge proper for convening the 
Body ; and if he be absent, that the members as- 
sembled shall represent the matter speedily to him 
that he may act accordingly. — 1796. Vol. I. p* 
127. 



Sect. 2. Jl particular question in relation to 
the Aoctrine of appeals decided. 

» 

The following case was overtured, by the com- 
Inittee of overtures : m%. ^^hetber the General 
Assembly, out of their liberality, charity and can* 
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doar, will admit to their communion^ in ttie ^ccle- 
aiadiic Assemblies^ as far as thej can consistently ' 
with the scrupulosity of their consciences, a Pres- 
bytery, who are totally averse to the doctrine of 
receiving, hearing, or judging of any appeals, frmn 
I^resbyteries to Synods^ and from Synods to Gene-* 
ral Assembly ; because, in their judgment, it is 
inconsistent with scripture, and the practice of the 
primitive churches ? — ^In answer to which the^ 
General Assembly reply, that although they con- 
sider the right of appeal, from the decision of an 
inferior judicature to a superior, a^ important priv- 
ilege, which no member of their body ought to be 
deprived of, yet they at the same time declare, that 
they do not desire any member to be active, in any 
case which may be inconsistent with the dictates 
of his conscience.-^1789. Vol. L p.. 9. 
' "^ 

SecU 3. Persons elected and ordained Elders 
in an unconstitutional manner^ Q,re only private 
members of a church. 

The following inquiry was referred to the deci- 
sion of the Assembly, by the Synod of the Caroli- 
nas: mz. "In what point of light we the elders 
nominated and ordained ^by Mr, Balcn, to be view- 
ed hereafter, in Mount Bethel congregation? In an- 
swer to which it was determi^ied by the Assembly^ 
that the " elders'^ mentioned in the inquiry, are to 
be henceforth viewed as private church members 
only, unless they be duly elected and set apart as 
church officers here^tcr*— 1798. Vol* L p. 177. 
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Sect. 4. .4 candidate for the'ministty not to be 
recommended by a judicatory as in ,full standing, 
while allegations against him remain undecided. 

On reading the minutes of Saturday^ respecting 
the report of the cdmmittee for examining the^min- 
utes of the Synod of Philadelphia^ the Assembly 
resolved that the* Synod be informed^ that the 
Assembly disapprove of the prdceedings as repre- 
sented in their records^ in recbmmendihg a candi- 
date to be received as in full standings before they 
had given a decision upon the allegations against 
him.— 1791, Vol I. p, 86. 

Sect* 5. JSTo person to be condemned without due 
notice of the accusation against him. 

It was Resolved^ as the sense of this house^ that 
no man or body of men^ agreeably to the constitu- 
tion of this churchy ought to be condemned or cen- 
sured^ without having notice of the accusation 
i^ainst him or them^ and notice given for trial. — 

Vol. I. p. 77. 1793. 

J' ' ■ ■ 

Sect. 6. tiny person having new evidence t9 
offer 9 may H'pply io the proper court for a new 
trial. 

' Resolved, also, that it is the well known privi- 
lege of Mr. Hindman, if he consider himself as 
having new evidence to offer in this case, to apply 
to the Presbytery for a new trial upon that new 
evidence.— 1811. Vol.III. p. la ^ 
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Sect. 7. Jl Presbytery has a right to decide in 
regard ta the propriety of receioing a member , bvt 
^ but the Spiod may censure their conduct^ when they 
f exercise their right improperly. 

The committe appointed to eixamine the reciurds 
of the Synod of Geneva reported ; and the rep<Hrt 
being read; and amend^d^ was adpptod; and is as 
[ foHows : viae. > 

" That they have examined the i^ame^ and fonnd 
them generally kept with care. That they con- 
tain a protest signed by a nnmher of members 
of the Synod of -Geneva^ against a decision of 

" the Synod, excluding the Presbytery of Geneva 
from voting on the question, v^ther Vieir own 

. records shQuld be attested by the Moderator of 

^ the Synod as approved. Your committee were 
however of opinion that the decision of the Sy- 
nod was consonant to the prevalent usage of the 
judicatures of the Presbyterian Church, as well as 
to the . usage of other analagous bodies in similar 
cases ; and that it ought therefore to be approved — 
But though your committer were of this opinion, 
they doubted the correctness of the order ]^ven by 
the Synod to the Pr^sbyt^ry of Geneva; to/rec&n- 
sider their proceedings on the snijject tfthe admis- 
sion of the M&c, ShipUy Wells^ a constituent metn- 

l her of that Presbytery; which order though it be 
not appealecl from, appears to have given rise to 
the protest in question. 

The Synod of Geneva were, beyond doabt^ in 
the opinion of your committee, competent to cen- 
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sure ihe Ptesbytefy of G^nieva fw admitting, hasti- 
ly and on slight evidence into their body, an un- 
worthy or even a suspicions character. But it is, 
in the opnion of your committee, equally clear, 
that the right of deciding on the fitness of admit- 
ting Mr. W^k a constituent member of the Pres- 
bytery of Geneva^ belonged to the Presbytery itself; 
and that having admitted him, no Blatter howim- 
pipvidently, that their decision was valid and final. 

The individual admitted became a member in 
fall standing : nor could the Presbytery, though it 
should reconsider, reverse its own decision, or in 
any way sever the member so admitted, from their 
body, except by a regular process. — 1816. Vol. 
in. p. 235. 

Sect 8: Th^ .Assembly may, order a new trials 
when they do not ^uBtain the judgment of a lower 
court. ' < 

The Assembly judge 4;hat the chaises, in the 

1817 ^*®® ®^ Bourne, were not fully sub- 

^ stantiated; and that, if they had been, 
the sentence was too severe ; 

Therefore Resolved^ that the sentence of the 
Presbytery of Lexington, deposing Mr. Bourne, 
be reversed, and it hereby is revfersed ; and that 
the Presbytery commence the trial anew.-— i Vol. 
in. p. 327. 

The business left unfinished yesterday was re- 

1817 ^^™^^' viz.'thjd consideration of an appeal 

of Mr. John Todd from a decision of the 

Eh 
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Synod of Ketttoclgr, aftcmiiig a dofikaon df the 
Presbytery rf Trangylvanim by which Mr, 
Todd was suspended from the gospel ministiy. 
After considerable discibssion^ the Mlowing resola- 
tion was adopted: viz. The Assembly havii^ 
heard the documents in this case^ are of opinion 
that the way is not clear^ at present^ for the rerer- 
.sal of the sentence of suspension : but as it 
appears to' the Assembly^ that Mr. : Todd's opin- 
ions have not been perfectly understood ;^ ^ and 
whereas there appears to have been some irregu- 
larity as to the nature of the testimouy admitted 
on the trial befote the Presbytery ; therefore^ 

Resolvedy That the Presbytery of Transyh^- 
nia be directed \o reconsider the casepf Mr. Todd^ 
io afford him another opportunity of explaJning 
himself^ and^ if they should be satisfied^ to restwe 
him to his former standing*-~YoL III. p. 371- 
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CHxVPTER IV. 



OF BAPTIZED CHILDREl^. 



Sect i. JL reference on the siibject from ihe 
Synod of Virginia. • 

A KEFBRENCE from the Synod of Virginia 
was laid before the Generat Assemmy in the fot* 
lowing words : vix. ^^Through the committee of 
overtures was laid before the Synod the following 
question : How far^ and in what sense^ are persons 
who have been regularly baptized in infancy and 
have not partaken of the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper^ subject ib the discipline of the church ?'* 

WILLIAM HILL, 
Clerk of the Synod of Virginia. 
September Tlihy 1798. 

After some discussion, it was JBesolved^ that the 
pul>lic standards of this church contain a sufficient 
answer to the question stated in th& above reference. 
—1799. Vol. I. p, 195. 

Sect. 2. *4 committee appointed to prepare a r«- 
port in relation to baptized children^ in 1811. 

JUsalvei^ that I^. Mitter and Boawyn and 
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tlte Rev. James Richards^ be si committee to pre- 
' pare and report, to the next Assembly, a fall and 
complete answer to the following overture froJn the 
Synod of Kentucky, which had been made to this 
Assembly: f^What steps should the church take 
with baptized youth, not in communion, but ar- 
rived at the age of maturity, should such youth 

prove disorderly and contumacious. ^VoL HI. 

p. 19. 

/ 

Sect 3. The report of the cominittee ordered 
to be printed^ in 1812. 

The committee appointed by the last Assembly 
to report to this Assembly on the subject of disci- 
plining baptized children r^orted ; and the report 
^ being read, w^ recommittefd to the sanie commit- 
tee for revision and publication : and it was resolved , 
that the Assembly, without expressing any opinion, ! 
on the principles it contains, recommend it to the 
serious consideration of all the Presbyteries und 
ministers, that in due time, a decision may be had 
on the important subjects, discussed in the report. 

jReaolved^ That this minute be printed in the 
beginning of the pamphlet containing the report' of [ 
the aforesaid committee. — Vol. III. p. 74. 

Sect. 4. \3. committee appointed in 1814, to \ 
consider and report what should be done with the 
above report. " - 

The subject of a report on the disciplining of 
baptized children, in relation to which the Assem- 
bly of the last year and the year before had taken 
order, was called up, and it appeared that several 
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Presbyteries had brought iSorward a formaV express 
sion of their opmion^ in regard to the adoptimi w 
rejection of the report in question.. On this a dis- 
cussion hftviug arisen, whether the report was in- 
tended to be sent to the Presbyteries, for the ex- 
pression of Presbyterial opinion^ on the subject ; it 
was, therefore, resolved, that the whole subject be 
referred to a committee, to consider and report to 
the Assembly, what shall appear to them to be a 
correct method of procedure to be adopted relative 
thereto, in the circumstances in which it is now be- 
fore the Assembly; and that Drs. Green, Woo4'' 
hull, Wilson, and Messrs. Caldwell and Connelly 
be the committee.— Vol. IJI. p. 130. 

" •* 

Secti 5. The repart indefinitely po^pomi^ in 
t814. 

Uesolvedf That the committee appointed to re- 
port to thfe Assembly a cqrrect method of proce- 
dure to be adopted relative to a report made by a 
former committee on the subject of disciplining 
baptized children, be discharged ; and they were 
accordingly discharged; and the sutigect was inde- 
finitely postponed. — Vol. HI. p. 164. 

Sect. 6. «A question relative to the qmUfica- 
tions to be required of parents who offer their 
children in baptism proposed to the Jissemblyy in 
1816. 

The following question was proposed to the As- 
sembly for their decision : viz. ^^Are those parents 
entitled to the right of having theiir children bap<* 

£ e 2 - 
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lized^ who live in the constant Begfect of the other 
sacrament^ viz. The Lord's Supper?^' 

The following answer to this question^ was, on 
motion, submitted to the Assembly : viz. 

^^To tlie foregoing question, the Assembly an- 
swer, that all persons who make such a credible 
profession of saving faith, as fo^entitle them to the 
sacrament of baptism, are by the same profession 
entitled to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; 
but every church session mudt judge, when, ifever, 
the neglect of one ordinance is a sufficient ground 
of suspension, and excommunication from the pri- 
vilege of church membership.'' 

After a considerable di)scu8sion of the- sub- 
ject, the previous question, being called for, 

was put and decided in the negative. Vol. JR. 

p. 252, 
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CHAPTER T 



OF APPEALS, 



Sect 1 . An appeal may be made^ in some case^, 
immediaiely by a jPresbytery to the General As- 
sembly. 

Resolved, That the records of the Synod 
of Virginia be approved ; except their censure of 
the Presbytery of Lexington, for allowing an ap- 
peal from their decision directly to tlie Assembly, 
without noticing the supposed irregularity of such 

appeal. 1818. Vol. III. p. 420. See also, 

p- 280. 

Sect. S. The duty of the respondents^ when the 
appellant does not appear. 

On motiop. Resolved^ That in case of an appeal 
or complaint, entered in an inferior judicatory to a 
superior, if the appellant or appellants do not ap- 
pear at the first meeting of the superior judicatory^ 
protest may be admitted at the instance of the re- 
spondents, at the last session of such meeting, that 
the appeal is fallen from, and the sentence so ap- 



— <yvT •' 



f 



.i 



332 GENERAL DBCI^lOHSf. [PART XU. 

» 

pealed from shall be c<Misidered,4is final. — ^Yol. I. 
p. 38. 

See this rule acted on. — ^Vol. I. p. 47. Vol. 

ni. p. 23, 



Sect. 8. Jlttenipts to bias the judgment ef the 
Jlssembly candefnnedy in 1814. 

Resolved f That, iu the opinion of the Assembly^ 
the distribution of booksr letters and pamphlets, 
among the members of the house, relating to a 
cause pending before them, or which is expected to 
be submitted to their decision, is an infringement 
upon the prerogati^^s of this house, and ought to 
be discountenanced as an illegal and improper at- 
tempt to bias the judgment of the mi^mbers.-^— Vol. 
ni. p. 143. 

Sect 4. What members of the Assembly have 
no right to vote in cases ofjappeal. 

Ordered, that the business of .th^ appeal^, iniror 
duced last session, be now resumed ; whereupon, 
the paities were heard at full length ; and previoasly d 
to the discussion of the merits of the cause^ it was U 
Resolved^ that no minister belonging to the Synod ' \ 
of Philadelphia, nor elder who was a member of 
the judicature when ihe vote appealed from took 
place, shall vote in the decision thereof by this 
Assembly. The Moderator, being a member of 
the Synod of Philadelphia, withdrew, and Dr» 
M^Knight took flie chair.— 1792. Vol. I. p. 52. 
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Sect. 3. Members of a judicatory may not vote 
in the superior judicatory f in the ^question of a'p- 
jf roving or disapproving their records* 

See Chap, 11. Sect. 7, of thi« Part, 

Sect. 6. •S. Synod has no right to try a minis- 
teVf unless his case be brought before them, eithej^ 
by a reference, or an appeal, from his Presby- 
tery. 

See the case of the Rev. W. 0. Davis.— Vql. II. 
p. 327, 329, 358, 362. 

Sect: 7/ Rules prescribed in regard 4o the call- 
i^S of a pastor, in 1814. 

After a full discussion, the motioii to sustain the 
Appeal of the Session of the Third Presbyterian 
Church in this city, from the decision of the Synod 
of Philadelphia, affirming a decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, by which the Presbytery 
directed the said Session, within twenty days from 
the date of their decision, or after the final determi- 
natioii of the case, to convene the congregation for 
the purpose of electing a Piistbr, was determined 
in the affirmative ; and Dr« Oreeii, Dr. Neill,^ and 
Mr. Richards was appointed a committee to pre- 
,pare a minute, stating the principles upon which 
the Assembly sustained the Appeal. 

The Committee reported ; and their rcpor^ 
being read and amended, was adopted in the words 
following : vi%i 

That both to prevent misapprehension, and to 
aid the congregations and j u^eatures of this^C hurch>^ 
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in deciding on any similar casc^that may arise^ the 
Assembly therefore declare^ 

1/ That in vacant congregations, which are fully 
organized^ the Session of each Congregation are 
to determine, under their responsibility to the 
higher judicatures, when the congregation are pre- 
pared to elect a Pastor, as directed in the Form 

of Government of this Church. Chap, XTV. 

Sect. 1. 

2.- That it is the duty of the Session, when a 
congregation is vacant, to use their best endea- 
vours to promote the settlement of a pastor in the 
same, in the speediest manner possible, consistently 
with &e peace, order, and edification of the con- 
gr^ation ; and it is the privilege of the people, or 
any portion of them, to complain to the Presbytery, 
when they think that the session, after being 
suitably requested, neglect or refuse to -^nveue 
the congregation to elect a Pastor. 

9. That it belongs to the Presbyt^nes to take 
eognizance of the proceedings of ^Sessions and Con- 
gr^ations in thelmportant concern of settling Pas- 
tors^ and to adopt the most i^ectual measures on 
ite one hand to preveiil^ all undue delay by the 
Session or the People, and on the other to prevent 
all precipitancy in the settlen^^t of any minister, 
or the adoption of any system of proceedings in the 
congregation inconsistent with the real and pecma- 
Bent edification of the people. . 

4. That by the due and discreet observaace 
of these principles by all concerned, it will be fcHind 
that so far from the Session of a congregidaiDn hav- 
ing it in their power to deprive' a majority of the 
congregation of their right to make aa election of 
a Pastw^ whea sought in an wderly and clirbtiaii 
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maiiBery or to k^ep a coiagregatiou im«^led tor 
an indefinite length of time, the rights of the peo- 
ple will be most effectnally secured^ and their 
precious and unalienable ptivelege of cfaooding 
their own pastor will be exercised by them in tha 
shortest period which their own real benefit will 
permit. 

5, That the coifviction ^t this Assembly^ thai- 
the foregoing obvions atld constitutional principles 
bad not been duly adhered to in the case before 
th«m^ — thitt the Congregation had not proceeded 
with a suitable respect to. the Session^ and the 
Presbytery did not adopt the most suitable ^ mea- 
sure^ when they advised and directed the session 
to convene the congregation in twenty days ; — has 
led the Assembly to sustain this appeaV as the 
measure most constitutional^ best calculated en the 
whole to do justice to all the parties concerned^ 
find to point the way to the most speedy settlement 
of the unhappy dilE&rences and disorders which 
have so long existed in the particular congregation 
immediately concerned. — ^Vol. in. p. 158, 154. 

Sect 8. Judicial sentences of sister churches ts 
be respected* , 

r - 

The business left unfinisl^ed on Saturday was 
resumed, viz. The Appeal <^ of the Presbytery erf 
Onondaga from a decision of the Synod of .Geneva^ 
relative to the restoration of the Rev. John Shep- 
herd to the Gospel Ministry, who had been d^osed 
by the Association of Fairfit^, Gomiecticnt. Af« 
ter a considerable discussion of the subject^ the fol« 
lowing resolutions were adopted: vi». 
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Resatwdf 1st That the decision of the Synod of 
Gem^va^ relative to the restoration of the Rev . John 
Shepherd to the ofBce of the Gospel Ministry^ so 
far as it censures the restoration of said Shepherd^ 
who was deposed by a judicatory of the Church of 
Ghrist, in fellowship with us^be^ andheteby is^con- 
jBrmed; because it did not appear from the records 
of the Presbytery of Onondaga, that the said resto- 
ration took place, in consequence of any confession 
of the alleged crime for which the said Shepherd 
was deposed ; or of anjr profession of penitence for 
it ; or of any conference with the Judicatory which 
deposed him. 

2. That the Appeal of the Presbytery of Onon« 
daga, so far as it relates to the rescinding of their 
vote to restore the Rev. Jo&n Shepherd, be, and 
hereby is, sustained, on the second reason of appeal^ 
and upon that alone; because the Assembly judge, 
that a minister of the gospel, when once restored 
by presbyterial authority, cannot be dejNnved of 
his office, except it be by a new process and con- 
viction.— 1818. Vol, in. p. 416. . 

Sect 9. •SL complaint from one Presbytery 
against another ^ should be laid before the Synod to 
which the latter Presbytery belong. 

See Vol. m. p. 413. 



Sect. 10. A caiicse may be withdrawn by con- 
sent of parties and all proceeding^ on it stayed^ 

Se6 Vol. III. p. 155. 
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CHAPTER I- 



I OF. TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF CERTAIN 

, ' PRINGJPLES, AND AGAINST CER^TAIN 

i 



VICES. 



Sect 1. Testimony of the late Synod of J\rew 
York and Philadelphia against intolerance. 

AT haying been represented to the Synod, that 
the Presbyterian Church suffers greatly in the 
opinion of other denominations, from an apprehen- 
sion that they hold intolerant principles, the Sy- 
nod do solemnly and publickly declare, that they 
ever have, and still do, renounce and abhor the 
principles of intolerance; and we do believe that 
every peaceable member of civil society ought to 

F f 



~js~ - -: -y 



388 MISGELLANBOUS MATTAB. (]pAST XIII. 

be protected in the full and free exel^cise of hilB re* 
ligioii,~Page 356-— 1783. ^ 

• - , •• • 

j» Sect. % The opinion of the Syntd in regard to 

^ slavery and its (Volition ^ in 1787.* 

The Synod, taking into considerii.tion the over* 
4are concerning^ slavery transmitted by the commit- 
tee df overtures, came to the following jad^ent : 
The Synod of New York and Philadelphia do 
" " highly approve of the general principles in isvomr 
I of universal liberty that prevail in America, and the 

interest which many of the^ states have tak^oi in 
' promoting the abolition of slavery. Tet ih as much 
as men introduced from a servile state to a partici- 
pation of all the prlvile^s of civil society, without 
a proper education and without previous habits at 
indusky, may be, in many respects, dangerous to 
the community J therefore they earnestly recommend 
it to all the members belonging to their communion^ 
to give those persons who are «t present held in { 
servitude Isuch good educalipn as ta:prepaxe them { 
for the better ' enjoyment of freedcMoi: and they 
moreover, recommend tilmt master^, wherever they 
find servants disposed to make a just improvement \i 
of the privilege, would giv^ them a peculium, or . 
grant them suAcient time and sufficient means of 
procuring their own liberty at a 'moderate rate; 
that thereby they may be brought into sQciety with 
those habits of industry that may render them use*- , 
ful citizens : and, finally, they recommend it to all 
their people to use the most prudent measures, con- 



* Published by order of the Assembly in 1793. 
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sbte&t with the interei^s aiid4he stale of ciril so- 
ciety itt the coantides where they live, to. procure 
oveataally the final aholition of slavery in, Ame- 
rica. 

Sect. 3. Advice given by the Assembly in rela- 
tion to slavery^ in 1m5. 

The committee to which was committed the re- 
port of the committee to whidh the petition of some: 
elders^ who entertain conscientious scruples on the 
subject of holding slaves, together with that of the 
SyDLod of Ohio/COQcerning the buying and selling 
of slaves, had been referred, reported ; aud their 
report being read .and amended, was adopted, and 
is as follows :i?2>. 

The Gbiieiial Assen^bly have repeatedly declared 
their cordkil approbation of thpse. principles of 
civil liberty which .appear to be recognized by th^ 
Federal and Btate goveriiments in these United 
States. They have expressed their regret, that 
the sHvery of the Afriean^and of their descendants 
«till continues in so nuiny places,^nd even amoi^g V 
those within the pale of tl^ church ^ and have urged 
the Presbyteries undei* their care to adopt such 
m^easures as will secure at least to the rising gene^ 
ration of slaves^ within the bounds of the . church, 
a religious^ education ; that they may be prepared 
for the exercise and enjoyment of liberty, when 
Gh>d^ in his Providence, tiiay oi>en a door for their 
emancipation. The committee refer said petitioners 
to the Printed Extracts of the Sypod of New 
York and Philadelphia, for the year 1787 on this 
subject, republished by the Assembly in 1793 ; and 
{|,lso to the !]S;2;tr!act$ of the minutes of the Assem- 
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bly for 1795 5 wMch last are in the following 
words: m«, . . 

^^A serious and <;onsGientious person^ a meoiber 
ijk ' of a Presbyterian congregation, who views tiie sla-^ 
^ very of the negroes as a moral evil, highly offen- 
sive to God, and injuridus to the interests of tiie 
&ospel, lives under the. mini^ry of a person, or 
; "I amongst a society of people, who concur with him 
in sentiment on the subject upon general principles; ^ 
j^et, for particular reasons, hold slaves, and tolerate 
'*'' the practice in others : tlaght the former of these 
persons, under the impressions and circumstaBces 
above described, to bold christian coinmunioa wkh 
^ the latter ?^^ ^ 

Whereupon, after due deliberation, it was Ue^ 
salved^ that -as the same difference of opinion with 
^ - *respe<^ to- slaviBry takes place in. suitdry other 
> parts of the Presbyterian Church, hot withstsitding 
which they live in charity and^peace, accordii^ to 
the doctrine and practice of ^ the Apostles; it is 
hereby recommended i& all conscientious . persons, 
and especially to those Ivhom-it mmediatc^ly re* 
t spects, to do the sanie. At the same time the Gen- 
eral Assembly assure all the churches ^nder their 
^ care, that they view v^rith the deepest concern any 
t any vestiges of slavery which- may exist in odr 
: country, and refer the churches to the Records of 
f the General Assembly, published at dijB^Brent times ; 
^ byt especially to an overture of^ the late Synod of 
^ New York and Philadelphia, published in 178T, 
and re-published among the extracts from the min- 
ntes of the General Assembly of 1793, on that 
head, with which, they trust, every consjcientious 
person will be fully satisfied. 
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Tills is deemed a snfficient'ahswer to the first pe* 
tition ; and with regard to the second^ the Assem- 
bly observe^ that^ although in some^ sections of our 
country^ under certain circumstances^ the transfer 
of slaves may be unavoidable^ yet they considev 
the buying and seeing of slaves by way of traffic, 
and all undue severky in the management of them^ 
as inconsistent ^th the spirit of the Gospel. And 
^ they recommend it to the Presbyteries and Bessions 
under their xar^^ to make use of all prlid^nt mea^ 
sures to {Hrevent such shameful and unrighteouisl^ 
conduct. 



* r 



Sect 4. JlfuU expression of the Assembly's 
vi^ws of^slavery^ in 1818. 

The committee to which was referred the reso*- 
hition on the fiubject of selling a slave^ a member of 
the churchy and which was directed to prepare a 
report to- he adopted by the Assembly^ expressing 
their opinion in general on the subject of slavery^ 
reported ; and their report being read^ wa^s unani- 
mously adopted/ and referred to the saji^e committee 
for publication. . ^ / 

It is as follows : v£«. 

The Grenerrf Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, having taken into consideration the sub- 
ject of Slavery^ think proper to make known their 
sentiments upon it to the churches and people un* 
der their care. 

We consider the voluntary enslaving of one part 
of the human race by anoth^^ as a gross violation 
of the most precious and sacred rights of human 
nature ; as utterly inconsistent with the law of 
BoA^ wMch require^ us to love our neighbour as 
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ourselveg } and as totaiUy irreconcilable tii& the 4 
spirit aBd principles of the Gospel of Christy which i 
enjoin that, ^vall things whatsoever ye would that | 
men should do to you, do ye even so tothem/^ 
Slavery creates a paradox in thjB moral system — 
it exhibits rational, . accountable, jand immortal 
beings, in such circumstances as scarcely to leave 
them the power of moral action. It eni^hibits them 
as dependent on the will of clhers, whether they ^ 
shall receive religious insliiictiott ; whether they 
shall know and worship the true Gpd ; whether 
they shall enjoy tlie ordinances 4>f the Gospel; 
whether they shall perform the duties and cherish 
the endearments of husbands and wives, parents 
and children, neighbours and friends ; whether 
they shall presei^ve their cliastity and purity, ^r re- 
gard the dictates of justice and humanity. Such 
are some of the consequences of Slavery>— conse- 
quences not imaginary-^but which connect them- 
selves with its very existence^ - The evils to which 
the slave jis cdtcays exposed, often ^ake place in 
ikct, and in their very worst degree and form : and j 
where all of them do not take place, as. we rejoice i 
to say that in many instances, through the infiu- \ 
cjace of the principles of humanity and religion on j 
the minds of mastei's, they do not — still the slave | 
is deprived of his natural right, degraded a^ a hu- 
man being, and exposed to the danger of pa;ssing 
into the hands of a master who may inflict upon him 
aU the hardships and injuries >vhich inhumanity 
and avarice may surest. ~ _ 

From this view of the consequences resulting 
from the^^ractice into which christian people have 
most inconsistently fallen, of enslaving a portion of ' 
their brethren of mankind — ^for ^^ God hath made 
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of <me blood all uatiotis of men tp dwell oit the 
face of tke earth"— it is manifestly the duty of all 
christip^as who::enjoy the light of the present day, 
when the iBconsistency of slavery, both with the 
dictates of buinaaity and religion, has been demon- 
atrated, atid is generally seen and acknowledged, 
to useJheir honest, earnest, and unwearied endea-. 
Yours, to correct the errors of former times,, and as 
'' speedily as possible to efface this blot on oar holy 
religion, and to obtain the complete abolition of. 
slavery throcighoal^XJhristendpm, and if possible 
throughout the world. 

We rejoice that the «iiurch to which we> belong 
commenced^ as igarly as any other in this country, 
the good work of endeavoimng to put an end to 
slavery,^ and that in the same Wd^k, many of its 
membjers haveever^sincebeen, au4 u^pw ai^, among 
the m«st active, vigorous, and efficient labourers* 
We do, indeed, tenderly sympathize with those 
portions of our church und our country, where the 
evil of slavery has been enisled upon them ; where 
a gvQfa^ and th^ most virtuous part oS the commu- 
nity abhor.slavery, and wish its extig^rmination, iub 
sincerely as any Pthers^-^but where the number of 
slaves, their ignorance, and their vi<;ious habits 
generally, render animinediate and universal eman- 
cipation incondstent, alike^ ^ith the safety and^ 
happiness of the master and^the i^lave. With thoise- 
who arethus circumstanced, we r^ieat that we ten- 
^ derly sympathise. — ^At the same time, we earnestly^ 
' exhort them to continue, aiid, if possible, to in- 



* In a note the Assembly republished the minutes of the Synod of 
New York and Philadelphia^ on this subject, which the reader may 
find in Sect. 2t precediag, 
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ierease their exertimiil to ejBTect a total aboIiti<m of 
slavery.— We exhort them to sitffer no greater de- 
lay to take place in this most interesting concern^ 
than a regard to the pahlic welfare tru/y and indis* 

^ pensahiy ^emnnAs. 

As oar country has inflicted a most grievous 
iiljury on the unhappy Africans^ by bringing them 
into slavery^ we cannot^ indeed/ urge that we 
should add a second iiijtiry to the firsts by ematid- 
pating them in such manner as tiiat thBy will be 
. likely to destroy themselves or others. But we 

j^ do think^ that our country ought to be governed in 
this matter^ by no other consideration ihan an 
honest and impartial regard to the happiness of ^ 
the injured party ; uninfluenced by the expense or 

I inconvenience which such a regard may'iavolve« 

\ We therefore warn all who bel<mg to our denomi- 
nation of christians^ against unduly extending this 

L plea of necessity ; agaii^t making it a cover fcff the 

\: love and practice of ^slavery> or a. pretence for not 
using efforts th&t at'e lawful and practicable to ex- 

I tinguish the evil. - ; . 

•JStnd WBf at the same timey exhort others to for- 
bear harsh censures;^ and uiieharitable reflections 

]^ , en their brethten, who nnhappily live among slaves^ 
whom they cannot imme^ately set free; but who^ at 

\ ' ikie same time, are really using' all their inflnence, 

[ and all their endeavours;^ to bring them into a litate 
of freedcmi; as soob as tk doorfer it ean~ be safely 

p opened. 

Having thus expressed our views of slavery , 
aud of the duty indespensably incumbent on all 
christians to labour for its complete extinction, ^e 
proceed to recommend — (and we do it with all the 
earnestness and solemnity which this momentous 
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subject deinaniAs)~*a particular atteution t& the 
follawing poinis. 

We recommend to all our people to patronize and 
encourage the Society,, lately formed, for coloiniziii^ 
in Africa, the land of tlteir ancestoi^, the free peo- 
ple of colour in our country. We hope that much 
good may result from the plans and efforts of thish 
Society. And while we exceedingly rejoice to 
have witnessed its origin and organization among 
the holders of slUweSy as^ giving an unequivocal 
pledge of their desire to deliver themselves and 
their country from the ealiamity of slavery ; we hope 
that thcMse portion? of the American Union^ whos^ 
inhabitants are, by a gracicMis F^povidence, more fa* 
Yourably circumstanced, wiir cordially, and libe*' 
rally, and earnestly co-op0rate with their .byethren^ 
in bringing about the great end^^ontemplated. 

We recommend to all the ine&hers of our re- 
ligious denomination^ not only to permit, but to fa« 
cilitate and encourage the^instruction of their slavesi 
in the principles and duties of th^ christian reli- 
gion; by granting them liberty to attend on the 
preaching of ihe gospel, when^hey have the oppor- 
tunity ; by favouring (he in&truction of them in Sab- 
bath-Schools, wherever those Schools ca^ be formr 
ed; and by giving thent all other proper advanta? 
ges for acquiring the knowledge (rf their duty bolli 
to God and man. We we perfectly satisfied, that^ 
as it is incumbent on all christians to communicate 
religious instruction , to thos^ who are uo^er their 
authorHy, so the doing of this in tbe case be- 
fore us, so far from operating, as some have appre- 
hended that it might, as an excitement to insubordi** 
nation and insurrection, .would,, on the contrary, 
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» jfte most pid werfdl meiiiii^ for the preven- 
tioB of those eyils.^ " 

3. We enjoin it on all Church Sei^ons and Pres- 
tyteries, under the aire of this Assembly, to dis- 
^ ' countenance, and, as fair as possible, to prevent, all 
cruelty of whatever kind in the treatment of slaves ; 
tefipecially the crufelty of sepal:rating hui^airf: and 
wife, pai^nts and children; and that which con- 
« , / sists in selling slaves to those who will either them- 
selves deprive these unhappy people of the bless* 
ings of the Gospel, or who will tr^sport them to 
) places where the Gospel is liot proclaimed, or 
w, Ivhere it is forbiuden to slaves to attend upM its 
institutions.^'^The manifest violation or disregard 
of the^ injunction here given,' in its true spirit and 
V intention^ ought to be considered as just ground for 
the di&rcipline andreensures of ttie Ghurch-'— And 2/ 
H shall ever haj^en that a christian prof^ser, ia 
our communion, shall sell a slave who ii^ also in 
'y communion and good standing with our church, 
- contrary to his or her will, and inclination, it ought 
"f immediately to' claim the particular attention of the 



Y * Tbe fbllowing intelligence has i>een rec^ently received^ and may be 

Yelied Oil as -atahenUe : « The keidlaitaM of Antigaa,:ha^iig Md a con- 
\ '" , ference with the Missionaries (of the United Brethren, commonly called 
\' Moravians) to induce them to extend their missions there* and finding 

\ it out of theor powcer^ voted -them one thoutsand ^unds to build « 

church «nd hoi^se* and thre^ hundred pounds per annum, for the sup- 
port of Missionaries at one station ; granting and offering as much 
crown land as should be wanting fc/c tbat or other staUons :and in the 
|. despatch to Lord Bathurst from the government of Antigua, it is stated 

t that the legislaiture lamented their limited finances pirevented their do- 

ing mcjfe; as thev^werepersu^dedr that to t^e labours of those Mis- 
sionaries among the negroes, they were mainly indebted for a state of 
profound tranquillity, while other islands had been exposed to revolt 
and insurrection. ^ The brethren have irix>ut twelve thousas^ negroes in 
their congtegattoos on that tsUmd.'^ 
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proj^r cKiircti jttdicatare ; aiidiuiledstkeir6be«a<:lt 
peculiar circumstaaces a^ttending the . case as can 
but seldom happen^ it ought to be followed, with- 
out delay, by a suspension of the 'offendet from all 
the privileges of the clmrch, till he repent, and . 
make all the reparation in his power^ to the in- 
jured party. 

Sect. S. Th^ plan of the ^American Society 
for colonizing the free people of colour recommena- 
edf in 1819. 

TheioUowing overture was submitted to the As- 
sembly, which, being read and amended, was adop- 
ted :m^. ^ ^ 

The objects and plans of th^ American Society 
-' for Colonizing, the Free People of Colour of the 
United States, having been stated to the General 
Assembly, and the same having been considered 
and discussed, the Assembly resolved that, in their 
opinion^ the plan.of the Society is benevolent in its 
design, and tf properly supported, and judiciously 
and vigorously prosecuted, is calculated to be ex- 
tensivdy useful to this coun^ uid to AMca. 

The situation of the people of colour in this 
country, has frequently attiacted the attention of 
this Assembly. In the distinctive and indelible 
marks of thdir colour, and the prejudices of the 
'people, an in^niperable obi^acle has been placed to 
the execution of any plan for elevating their charac- 
ter, and placing them on a footing .wiUi their breth- 
iren of the same ' common family. In restoring 
them to the land of their fathers, the Assembly hope 
Ibat the way may be opened, not only for the 
accomplishment of that object, but for introdn- 
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jDing civilization and Gospel to the b^nigbted na- 
tions of Africa. — ^From the information and state-^ 
ment received^ tbe Assenibly believe tbat the pro* 
posed colony in Africa^ may be made a ppw^rfol 
anxiUafy in the efforts ;vv'hich are making to^abolish 
the iniquitous trafic in slaves^ earned on in AMca; 
and happily calculated to lay the foundation of a 
gradual emancipation of slaves id out own coon- 
try^ in a legal and coni^titutional mltnner^ and with- 
out violating the rights, or injuring 4he feelings of 
our southern brethren. With these views^ the 
Assembly feel it a duty to recommend the American 
Society for Colonizing the-Free People, of Colour 
of the United States, to the patronage and atten* 
tion of the churches under their ca^e, and to benev- 
olent individuals thrmighout the union. 

- ^ • .'...•■ ; < 

Sect 6. JReport cf a eommittee oh ^he subject 
. of a j^etition to Con^resSy in 1815. 

Tour committe to whom wa» referred a petition 
communicated by the comuiittee of overtures, Te- 
questing a renewed application to the Congress of 
the United States, with respect t(r the violations of 
the sabbath occasioned by the transporting and 
opening of the mail on' that sacred day, heg leave 
to report, that if is the opinion of ybur committee, 
that no exertions which can be made for promoting 
the sanctification of the Lord's Day can exceed 
the importance of the object. 

A due observance of tMs institution of our holy 
religion, is the characteristic signature by wliich 
God has distinguished his people, and which he 
has instituted as a covenant sign of their relation 
to him. His institutions, it becomes us to remoiBh 
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ber^ are not useless forms. /Ijiey hai^e <J^eir roun- 
^ dationin the nature and constitution of things ; we, 
cannot^ therefore, give up the sign without renouur 
cing the blessing thereby signified. Were this 
grand pillar of ; the Christian fabric Femoved, the 
whole.building would soon fall tothegi^ound. The 
powerful iitf uence of that dajr is even now scarce 
sufficient^ its we^have many melancholy proofs, to^ 
support the cause of truth and vital piety ; who 
^en can but foresee the direful consequences of 
being deprived of its privileges ! 

Thesci considerations re^ei^e a peculiar weight 
at the present time from existing circumstances. It 
is doubtless .well known to mainy members of this 
body, that, great exertions are making' in, various . 
parts of the Union, and particularly in the Eastern 
.^States, for promoting the due observance of th^ 
Christian Sabbath. To these efforts there are 
inany adversaries ; and if this opposition remain 
ai*med with national authority, and this Assembly, 
who llrst raised the. standard of t^uthj^anid invited 
their brethren to the glorious stru^le, |l1so forsake 
them ; the .prospect as, that the flood-gates of ini- 
quity will be again forced open, and a far greater 
inundation follow. These ..circumstances imperi- 
><)asly urge to the .measure stated in the petition.^ 
But what encouragement, soi^e may jmy, can we 
have to renew our application after such a refusal ? 
Tour committee are of the opinion, that the toix 
act of petitioning will have no small effect^^both to 
animate the friends, and to weaken the enemies of 
this cause. But tiiis is not our only^hope. Shall 
we forget that God has the entire contronl of the 
hearts of men, and that those who faithfully pur- 
«Qe the path of duty may, with confldence,. rely 
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Upon Ilis aid? Nay, we are encouraged lu tlie ru- 
aplilicution, by tht^ terms ia wliirh tite re/iisul of 
our fnrmer request, was given. TUe I'easau liAVio^ 
ceased to exist ou ubicli that refusal waa predi- 
cated, AS far as we have coufidcncc la ibe sincerity 
of our nilers, so far we may extend our confidence 
that they will now give due wei^lit In our remon- 
strances. HiiW indeed cau we donln llic coaitlo- 
nance of those in this taii^itp, uho declare it tu be 
tlieir belief, "That pnblic policy, pure moi-alUyT 
and iiiideiiled religion, comliine in favour ofa dnn 
observance of the Sabbath:" Hovvev'- "eaL- ili^' 
practical influence of this truth may I 
cannot doubt but that it in the hvnguui 
lion. The grand experiment by «hi 
be«n demouKtruting to mankind the ileatrw 
ture of infidelity, with rei^aril to Pij<iety, ui 
open tlie eyes even of tIte blind, to s« i 
tendency of Bin, especially in rppiihlir «, whkll HW 
founded on the principle, tlint the law iti (he su- 
preme power. A free goveruiuent, therefore, in 
which existing lawa have lost their otficacy. pre- 
sents to view a government in which the i>iiprF>nie 
authority lies prostrate under tlie feet of the Inniess 
and disobedient. In producing thin most onhnppy 
state of aoeiety, the first eflccts of inicpiity will bo* 
exerted tu ^lence thot^e laws aiul regulations wltirlt 
most powerfully counteract the depraved feeUl^ 
of the heart; which tend to strengthen tbe mdnil 
sense; and wtiicli rem.ind men oi tbeir accounta- 
bility to that tribuaal from whicb there l^ no appeal. 
If, therefore, the main spring of moral iiuilrurliua 
and moral feeling, i^ found in a due sanrtifiirstioD 
of tbe Sabbath, to de^tmy its inlluence, lo (Item »o 
irksome, will be ;lie fii-st eiTortof tfau suub ofBeUal. 
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The spirit of infidelity, which united itself with 
the French revolution, , intuitively pursued this 
coarse. Her first and most fatal blow was directecl 
against this sacred institution* By a successful ef^ 
fort here she silenced at once the batteries of truth^ 
and opened the way for the unrestrained practice 
of her future enormities. To suppose that our ra«* 
iers will not be influenced by truths sO plain, and 
of wliich they have avowed their conviction, is to , 
suppose them destitute, not only of the fear of Ood^ 
but of political wisdom, and even willing to plunga 
themselvei^^ their friends, and families into all the^ 
horrors^fauarchy, and unrestrained licentiousness.^ 
Wherefore, > 

Resolved^. 1st. That the General Assembly re* 
commend to all the churches and societies in their 
connexion, to petition the Congress of the United 
States, that such arrangements may be nuide.aa 
may prevent the transportation and opening of jthe 
mail on the Sabbath day. 

2ndly. That it be, and it hereby is^v earnestly* 
recommended to all the Presbyteries under the 
care of the General Asseinbly, to adopt speedy 
measures to induce the Societies within their re- 
spective limits, to circulate petitions on the sub- , 
ject, and having circulated them for sign'aturei^: to 
transmit them to Gongress by the first day of Janu^ 

nry next. . .. • > 

' - . ' *' 

Sect. 7.' Extract from ike pastoral letter of 
1818. 

A general movement of Frotei^tant Christendom 
has t9.ken place; an unusul blessing h^s descaided ' 
on the Church of €hrist ; and we are probably 
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approacliing some ilay «f the Son of Man «f no 
usual or ordinary cliaracter. — The prcsfn!. tht'ir 
fore, 18 no dtiobta favoHuablc limi-, uci .. ' " 
tending tlte iiiflueace, hutftir ad\ftn<t'._ 
of the chnrcl) : for tlie fixtiri»atioii oi 
ami the aholUioii of any uDrhrislii i 
H-hicb may have found entrance arafm 
lhi3 long period of comparative darknc- 
lioD through which we have* pa- 
although we do not htdii'vii tliat any ili 
or vicious is more prevalent now than :■ 
mev peaiods or even as much so, yet i' 
of such titing-i at the present time, atiilv 
of serious christians with an api)earahi : 
defonnity, and fills lliefli with moi-e pui' 
ax it is exhibited in such darlc conlrii^ 
promising and ivonderfiil aspect of thii ^ 
sively displayed by the christian worM i !■ ' ■ 
conversation on the state of religion lia* bninghi. 
some such things to our view, against which we 
feel constrained to hear our decided testimony : and 
we would enter upon tliis duly with the teiiderniwis 
and meelinuss, but at the same lime with tjiu fiitn- 
ne8s and authority, which becomes a Judicatory i»f 
the Church uf Christ. 

The first thing we shall notice is the criuie of 
Drunkenness. This trime has *t all Limes Iteeu^ 
curse to our country,' and has often made laotMlta- 
hie inroads upon our Church. We are i-itiivineeil 
that it may he opposed more successfully hy jire- 
vention than in any other way. When llie fhai-ac- 
ter of dninkeuuees U fully formed, the unhappy 
victim is lost to those motives which ordinarily iu- 
fluence all other classes of men. In this i-t«le of 
things nothing but a miracle of divjue grace can ef- 
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feet his ri&fdrmation« The certain and acknow- 
ledged prospect of the wreck of his family^ his 
fortune^ and his character ; and even of the ruin of 
his immortal soul, is not sufficient to arrest his 
course : and yet perhaps the same man may for- 
m6rly have been ih such a state of equilibrium or 
indecision upon this subject^ that the smallest mo- 
tives might have prevented the formation of a ha- 
bit, which in its maturity has become so irresisti- 
ble.— This consideration, is certainly sufficient to ; 
justify an effort for saving our fellow men from the 
dominatiioii of so destractive a vice. For this pur- 
pose we eal'afestly < recommend to the officers and 
members of our Ohurcii to abstain «ven. from the 
common use 6f ardent spirits. Such a voluntary 
privation as this, with its motives publickly avow^- 
ed, will not be v^ithout its effect in cautioning our 
fellow; christians and fellow citizens, against the> en- 
croacliment of intoxication ; and we have the moi^ 
confidence in recommending this course, as it has 
already been tried with success in several sections, 
of our Church. - 

The vice of Gambling has also been forced upoa 
our attention. We indeed hope that few, or per- 
haps, none, of our actual professors, have induced 
themseVves in the practice of what they consider as 
coming under the denomination of Oainbling. Btlt 
perhaps there are some^addicted to this practice who 
have evinced .a predilection ftnr our ChurQh, and 
forms of worship, and who are not unwilling to 
receive the word of admonition from us. ^ JSuch we 
i^rould earnestly exhort^to consider in the most, se- 
rious manner, the consequences of the course they 
are pursuiug, ai|d the awful lessons which the ex* 
perience of tl^e vrorl4> is ev^y day exiiibittiig «l 
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this suliject. But il la fiirtlier iHir dirty to lettUfy, 
lliiil nil encouragemenl of lottenes, atirt purcIrasiDg 
or lotlcry tickets ; all attend aiice on Iiorec racing, 
ami hediiig oil such, or on any oilier ocaisions? atid 
all atlemptB of wUatevcr khid to ii(<iuire gain with- 
out Kiving an etjnivaleut, involve llie Gambling 
piinri|i]e, and particijiatc in the guilt wKich attaches 
to that vir;e. 

On the fnshiouablo. tliungh, as wc licli'-v. 'h-: 
gerous amusutncuts, of Theatrical E.r\ ■■ 
Dancing, we tl«fm il nectssai-y to niak- 
BWvalions. The Theatre wc Itave ah^ 
«rcd n^ a school of immorality. If 
wishe.? for honest cnnviction ou this su' 
attend to the character of that ma*s of w.-.-.-u i:. ii 
ig genflrally pxhihitcd on liie stage. Mi; hdict; 
all will agi-ce, that coincilies at leai^t, Milh a ffir 
exceptions, are ofBUcli adescri(>tion, thai a viriuinir. 
anil modest person cannnt attend tlie np' i' i' ■ 
of them, without the most painful and i ■. 
sensations. If indeed cnstinn lias faniij ■■: i i'. 
scene, and these painful sensations an- ni> IhHl^i-v 
felt, H only proves that the |»erson in qiie^jion ha.* 
Icst some of the hesl seni<ihilitle)i of «nr naliin*.; 
(Imt (he strongest safeguard of virtue ha<i l>r^>n bikfn 
down, and that the moral character lia;^ undergoiw 
a serious depreciation. 

With respect to Dancing, we think it occeasarj- 
to observe, that ho\vever plausible it may ap[H.*ar <u 
Hume, itis perhaps not the less dangerous ouM^cuiint 
of that plausibility. It U not from lhu<^e tliitigti 
wliicli the world acknowledges to be nio^t wrung, 
that the gi'ealest danger is to he apprehem'ed to 
religion, especially as it relates to the young. Whun 
the practice is earned to its highest extremist aU 
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adlnit the consequefiicesto be fatal ; and why not thea 
ftpiitehlBircl danger^ even J||^m its incipient stages. 
Jt is certainly^ in all its stages, a fescinating tftnd 
an infatuating practice. . Xet it once be introduced, 
and it-is diJBRcult to give it limits^ It steals away * 
'OUi' precious time, dissipates religious imi^-essidns^ 
and bardetts the hearts To guard you, belot^ed 
brethren, against its( wiles and its fai^inations^ wb 
earnestly teeotniriend ihat yoii will consult that 
sobriety which the sacred pages require. We also 
4rust, that y^u* will attend with tbe meekness and 
docility be^^oming the "christian character, to the ^ 
admomtions on this snl^eet of those whom yoii 
have chosen to watch for your soul^. And now 
beloved brethren, that you may be guarded from 
the dangers that we have pointed out> and from 
all other dangers which beset the pitth of life and_ 
obstruct' our GOtamon salvation^ : and that the gt'eat 
heiad of the church may have you in his, holy keep- 
ing is our sincere and affectionate prayer. Amen. 

- • * ' ■"■•'. 

- ■ - \^ ■"''■■.- ■-'■'".■■*.■ 
<Sec#. 8. 'Fhe _Qpin%pn and advice of th^ JS^sem-* 

Jbly given in relatioii to the embarrassed state of 

things^ in 1819. . / 

The General Assembly viewing with deep in- 
terest the present state of our country^ atfd mori^ 
especially ^he commercial embarra^sriients which 
jpress upon eyery part of the United States, and 
the spirit of corrupt and mischievous speculation^ 
which is probably to be regarded as both a cause 
ai^d an effect of these embarrassments— feel it to be 
their duty to take this notice of "the unhappy state 
of things, and to express their opinion of the proper 
^em^dy> The Ai^embly then are p^^iiaded, that 
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I tliB vvils. 80 general in (lie prpvalutcc. anJ mt se- 
vere iu their pipf^sui-Cj wimArily on Uiertnninercta) 
anil tnaniiracUiriti^ [jornim!* uf tic tommuDity. Imt 
ill a ttiiLsidcratjU- decree, (»n a.ll. uwe Ili<«ir oii^ii. in 
a 2;ri'nl meusnie tn titot s|)irit ofcniHililj'. uf atlven- 
Uiroii-t niMf nnjnstitinble sptt-ulation. of pxlrava- 
jjjanro iitid luxury, wliicli ho nnhajiiiilv prcvatU in 
onr ronnli\v ; «ii<l also in n« small dpgi-pc lu^e 
want or thai kind of ednration wliich is riilcnlan'.d 
to prepare youllt for .solid rist'fnlne«s in ilie rhitrcd 
and in civil swiety. Tlie A^si?mldy thereforr are 
firmly jicrsuailpd, tliat tlte effpclual reniedy for 
iliese eviU, iinrler (*od. is to lie found only ioA re- 
ini'reiice to tliost? jirinriples ami dnties of oar holy 
ri.di»;ioii, wliich are not U'kw conddcive to the. tcra- 
porat wglfai-ii of incn, than to llieu- eti'nml happi- 
ness ; and tliey have no Impo, that j^cncrnl prosper- 
Hy can he restnrrd to our country, until (here U a. 
return to tliase hahits of industry, tempemncc, 
moderation, economy and i;eiieral virtue Wbicb our 
coinmon Christianity inculuatcs- 

Under these impi-essioua the Assemhly would 
eaviie-itly nxhnrt the chnrchesaiid people under llieir 
care, (o take inio due. coosideratiou the opinions 
ahove expressed ; lo i:uUivate in Ihemselves, aatl to 
t'lidenvonr to primiote in otliers, those simple, fni- 
^al, and rei^uHr pin-suits, which cannot fail to ex- 
ert a most benign influence on the I»es{ iiilereat of 
society; and to traia up their children in Ihuse 
principles and hahits which will prepare thrai mt 
once to be UHcful momber-i of the church and nt^eful 
citizens. They wonld especially cntreal tfaost! ia- 
dividuals and families belonging to their < 
nion, whom Chid has l>e,en pleaKeil (n faVoi 
temporal wealtli, to consider tlic pecuUfti 
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aiice of their setting an edifying fexample ; so that 
theii^ whole influence may be employed to discour-^. 
age fashionable vices and amusements, and to prp-i 
mote the simplicity and purity of christian practice* 
And the Assembly would earnestly^ exhort all the, 
ministers in their communion, to /make these setiti-. 
meats a subject of frequent and serious address to 
tjie people of their respective pastoral oharges ; and 
to endeaVour, byv all the means in theii' power, to 
impress on the minds of their bearers the all im- 
portant truth, that the religion of Jesus^ Christ, in 
itSh vitel powei^ and practical influence, is the best 
^ ^nit of .xivii, smety, as well as essential to the 
)^'ell being of^mam 



CHiVPTER II. 



OF THE MONIES IN THE HANDS OF THE TRUS- 
TEES OF THE NEW-JERSEY COLLEGE. 



A ' 



/7 i. 1. Lesly^B Will. 
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An extract from the will of :Mr. James Lesly, 
I deceased i attested by John Broom and John Bing- 
^ hanr executors of said >^Lesfy,' was, introduced and 
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renA, nni! ordereil (u be recorded od the Minutes of 
Uie Geucral Asscmlily — and is as follow*; 

Item. " I give and bequeatU all Ibe residue of 
my estate, real and personal, to tbe tnifltee* of Uie 
college of New Jersey, culled Nassau Hall, nnd to 
tlieir Socccssors, to be, by tbe said TniBtees and 
tbcir successors, coustaiitly kept at interest uu good 
BCcurUy : and it U my will that the inlerest anwng 
from the said residue of my estate shall b« apjiro- 
prJuted to Uie Kdiicatiun of ntwr and piou:« youUi of 
(he Presbylerian denomination, for tbe work of ibe 
gospel ministry, and to no other purpose whatso- 
ever : provided nevprtbeless, that if it ftbi^iild so 
happen that the said inlei-est should in any year be 
mure than sufficient to pay for the education of such 
youth, iu that year actually educated oh this fiuid, 
then and in that case tlie »iaid Trofitwes may and 
shall appropriate the surplus of such iptertst for 
such year, towards tbe support of a missionary or 
missionaries tu preach tbe gospel and admiuisUtr 
its ordinanceij to tbe frontier inbahitauH of theitc 
United States ; if Uip (renera! Assembly of Ibc 
Presbyterian Church in titi!sc states sbnlt juds^e it 
necessary to scud nu.^Mioniiiies to the frontiers in ibe. 
yearin which suph surplus slmllarise; and proviileil 
that such surplus shall not exceed thirty pounds. 
But if the said surplus shall exceed thirty pounds 
>Jew-Yoi'k currency, in (bat case my will i« that 
thirty pounds of it only be ap[)ropriated 10 the sup- 
port of mlssioiitiries as aforesaid, and that tbe rctiidDt: 
of such surphiH be added to thi^ pniiripnl >iiim. and 
piitoui alinieri'st withit. And ifit whall so linppen 
that the f»ein'iul Assembly of Ihi- Prcsbylerina 
Chiu'cb aforesaid shall not '\iu\z<; jt iu'ix---i.iry to 
send missionaries to the fronti'- id, ja 
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tUe year in wBidi. mc% surplus sliail ; aris6, itieii it 
is mynwfll ijiat the whole of such surplus shall I>e 
added, to the capital or priucipal sum and pit out 
%t interest with it/! \. * ■ 

. A true Copy, examinedJby . 

30HN BROOM, ? *, . 

. New- York, May 7th, 1793. 
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Sect % Horton^s 

A clauise of the will of the late Mr. Azariah Hor- 
ton, was laid before the Assembly, by Mr. Foster 
Horton^one of his e'xecutors^ 'requesting to be di- 
rected, where he should lodge the stock bequeathed 
in the said clause, agreeably to the, int^ntipA of tlie 
testator. .^ ■ „ - ." ■ -, - ■ ^ 

The clause, is in these* words following : viz. 
<< Item, I will and direct my said execirtbrs, ottt of 
the iT^oniee of my estate, to purchase the amount of 
five hundred and thirty-three doHars and thirty- 
three jcents in six per pent, stock of the United 
States, and that the annual interest thereof be ap-* 
propriated for ever towards tJie education of piouil 
youth, according to the discretion of a joint com^ 
mittee of the General AsserAbly of Presbyterian 
Ministers, and Trustees of Princeton College in 
New-Jersey; the said committee to authorise ^nd 
empower from, time to time, a person, to draw and 
receive saidf interest for the use and purpose fJbtre-^ 
■said;''^ ^ .^ , . : .\ _/ ■ ■ ' - .. " ^ 

'Whereupon resolved, . Th^t thiei above stock be 
lodged in the hands of the Trustees of Naw-J»8ey 
College,^ in order^^to be applied in the maniier and 
&r the jpurpoM coatak^ in tfae.JToreGited clisuiise. 
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Sect. 3. Jn Extract from the Beeardt (^ Ihv. 
Board of Trnsteeg of Princeton CnUege- 

It appeareil thr^t the committee appoinli-il (i» a(- 
„ ■ tend the meeting of the ciiqioraUuii uf 

* ' Princeton College, relative l(t ccrlsin fiimU 
under the controul of this yVsfieinhly, were not alilc 
to execute the business committed in (hem : Imt tlie 
following extracts from the records of the corpora- 
tion was laid before the Asserohly : vix. 

1. Resolved, that each of the several ftinds raeii- 
fioned in tlic said report lie dehited with iU pro- 
portion of the losses sustained hy deprccintioti^ had 
debts, and ubatcmeiil of interest during Ihe war, nt 
the rate of sixty-si\ per ceiil. ai;\'eeahly (6 Iht tiUle- 
ment of (he committee, of accounl)!. 

2d. Itesoh-rd, that tlie board will nppropvinle 
the interest arlsiiia on the money deposited with 
them, by Messrs. fennent and Davie*, in Ihe year 
17^5, to the education of such poor and niotn yoolfa. 
as shall be nominated by the General Ai^wiubly of 
the pposbylcmn Chu rch — which money, after mak- 
ing the deductions staled in the lirsl rcsolnUuiii is 
one hundred and tifty-lwo pounds six slulUags and 
five pence. 

3d. Resolved, that the iiiterest arising on the Iwo 
hundred pounds sterling, heretofore agreed between 
the Synod aud Iho Board, lo be equivalenl lo three 
hundred pounds currency, ji;ivcn for the Mipport of 
an Indian mission, or the support of a yimlh to he 
educated, for the purpose of preaching to ihi; Indi- 
ans, shall be appropriated by the board to the edu- 
cation of a youth lo he designated by the Cfencral 
Assembly, This sum to I»e subject to the N&mo 
deductions as specified in the la^t resolulJon, and 
which, when tiiiis reduced, is one liuudrt^ and two 

luuds currency. 
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OHAPTEE ni. 



OF THE HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 

^ CHURCH. 



Sect.^i. Measures adopted for collecting ma- 
terials, m 1791. - r 

X HE committee appointed to devise measures for . 
the collecting of materials necessary for a kistory [ 
of the Presbyterian cliurch in America reported^ 

'* That to procure materials for a complete his- 
tory of the Presbyterian church for the United 
States from its beginning, the following informa- 
tion will be necessary : viz. who were the first 
ministers in America, from whence they came^— . 
the internal and relative state of the churches there, 
where they fixed themselves, and when— The sit- t 
uation of things so far as it affected the formation j 
' and establishment of a Presbyteriaa church— ex- 
tracts from Toyal instructions to governors in the 
colonies relating to ecclesiastical matters — laws of 
the coloniei^ affecting religious liberty — accounts of 
prosecutions- in Consequence 16f those laws — when 
each Presbyterian congregation in the United 
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States was fii^t formed — and Its jinrticuUr hwt«i-}' 
from that perind to the present time — vfhat roiigru- 
ii;atlons liavc existed vvliicli awi iikw extiDft — -Tlic 
rjuises of their exlint;tioii — m lieu l*ri*Bl>jlerie» were 
lirst formed in (lie United States — wlien Sjltudfi — 
ulieii tlie General Assembly. 

'• If llie General Assembly sIioiiUl enjoin upon 
each of tlieir meiiiliei'!!i to fnnii^h's parllculai'lj Hi 
may be tlie history of liis own ( Imivh. ii is pn>t>a- 
ble, that maloriaU may he tiollected wiliiout inurb 
drUleuUy — the sooner il is done, the better: a* 
tJtiie, accident and the death of fincient people nil) 
daily desti-oj some sources of infortuation — Tbc 
inateriaU ini^bt be broiiii;ht to the next rueetiog of 
the A88'=ni''ly *""' de[)a«iled with theu- elerk. 

"Your committee would farther aubjtiiti, ihni 
the old records nf J^reshyteries, aud Synods nhonhl 
as far as possible be. produced — and that Mr. Un. 
zard be applied to for lea.\e to inspect lii^ coliet- 
tion of state papers." 

Upon motion, resolved, tliat it be enjotbcd ujwd 
each l'r«»bylery stiictly to ordfr their memben l4i 
procure all the iiiateti^U for foriiiiHiL; a hUtory of 
the Preshylerian chuiili in Ibis eouiitvy, as fur He 
may be in the pow er uf each member hikI bnnjE; in 
the same to their Presbytery, and that the Pr^nhy- 
tcries forwaid the said coUectioiw of mnteriaj.s (o 
the next General Assemldy'; and thai butb Prc» 
byteries and members be careful tu conform tlivm- 
fielves to the directions contained iu ii mii)ntp|iriiit< 
ed in the extracts from the records of this bun^c on 
this suhjecl. 
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1 i 

Z. ' ■ * * i 

Sect 2. Persons appainted to: write the, his-- 

Whereas the Assembly) for several' years past, 

1804 ^*^® '^^^'^ taking measures to obtain mate^ 
rials for a complete history of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America.; 
which materials, as far as they have obtained, are 
in the hands of the^^ Stated Clerk : and it -seems ex- 
pedient that the history conteniplated;^ should be 
entered upon as soon as possible,: therefore, 

Resolved^ That the Rev, Dr. Ashbel Green, 
and Mr. Ebeaiezer Hazard, be, and they hereby 
are, appointed to write the History of the Presby- 
terian Church, in the United States of America, 
und^r the care of the Genera,! Assembly; and to 
lay ft popy thereof, when completed, before the 
Assenably : that th^y have tlie free use of the n^a-. 
terials collected ; and that the copy riglit of the. 
History, when finished, shall belong to the said 
Dr. Green and Mr. Hazard. 

And whereas there are certain Presbyteries an^ 
congregations, under the care of the Assembly, 
that have wot yet furnished materials for their his- 
tory, though often solicited, therefore, 

^Ilesotvedf Thai all ^ the Presbyteries aiid con- 
gregations be, and they hei-eby are, strictly enjoin- 
ed, to do all in their power to complete their histo- 
ries as soon as possible, and to forward them with- 
out delay, to the said Dr. Green and Mr. Hazard, 
resident in the City of Philadelphia, who are here- 
by authorized, if they find it»jiecessary, to write to 
the Presbyteries and Cotigi'eg^tic^s that may not 
forward to them the historical documents required ; 
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aail to Di^ Ibcm to llip perfnrniKuce of Itieir i\»iy, 
ami to atftte 1A the Ansttaibly the nameg of thosv 
Preflliytcrieg and CungrHgntioiw, if suiii llicrc K". 
who $th»ll not ultimalely furnish the informstioti 
iieceflsary. 

An<l this AsRcmhly do alto hereby recommend 
to nil Uic iieople uiiclei- Uicir caie, especially pen- 
tlemeu of literadirc aiid leisui-e, mthin tbpir 
houmls, to furuisli the gentlemen a|)poioti;tl lo Utii: 
Kt^rvice, with all the iiiformaliori in Ibeh* power (u 
iSjive, relaUvK to the history lo coiit«iup1atioli, that 
this impuviaiU work may he completed, in a. man- 
ner as accurate and satisfactory as possible. 

It was stated to the AHsemhly by Dr. Green n> , 
.„.„ hohalf of himself and Ebenczer Hn:^nl, 
esq. that from a variety of circuinstancM, 
they find il impracticably to go on with the Hit!- 
lory of the Presbyterian Clinrch, which they 
were appointed to write, by an act of the General 
Assembly, passed iu the year 1804^ aod in the 
ivriting of which, they have made considerable , 
progress, and for its contiouance have in their 
hands many materials. It was, at the same time, , 
requested by these gentlemen, that the Kev. 
Samuel Miller, I). D, might, if it should scfcm , 
good to the Assembly, be appointed to receive 
from them, all the pa|)er8, which they possess rela- 
tive to the History in question, aud tliat he be ati- 
thonzed and requested to complete the same. 

Whereupon Resolved, That all the papers reb»- 
live to tlie History of the Presbyterian Church in 
t)ie United States, in the hands of Dr. Green and 
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[ Mr* Hassard^ be by them deposited with Dr.- Mil-: 
ler, and that he be appointed aad directed to^con- 
tiQiie;attd complete said History ; and that the ar-^"^^ 
rangement in regard to the copy-right of this Hisr 
•tory (which fright has heretofore been assured to 
Dr. Green and Mr. Hazard) be settled between 
them and Dr. Miller/as shall be mutaally satisfac- 
tory to the parties severally. 
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^ ^^ Resolved f That'Drc Green be associated wif 
^ 1819 ^^* Miller in writing the History of the % } 
Presbyterian Church.^^ ' ^ ' 
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A SHORT ACCJOUNf 



OF THE 



mn^^a^DS^ 



CONDUCTED Bt 



Ife 



THE WEESpTTJeRIJU^ CBUBCH. 



JL HE, Pteshytefiaii Church in this country, vas organised 
at the commencement of the last century. From that early 
fueriod the Missionary cause he'gan to claim the attention of 
her ministers. At first, indeed, trhUe this country wai^ hut 
thinly inhabited, the number of preachers small, and their 
congregations poor,v little more waf done, than to send occa- 
sional assistance to such people as requested it &om Presbyr 
tc^ifes and Synods., Gradualljr the sl^te of things became 
more £Bivourabl#; and the du^y of sending the gospel without 
solicitation to destitute regions, was m<^e sensibly felt, and 
more ^easily performed. Our church has always considered 
missionairy labours as an object pf importance; which has 
been pursued sometimes with gi^eater, and at other times 
with a less degree of zeal** ' , 

The late Synod of New York, and Philadelphia,^as early as 
the year 1 76 6,> directed that a subscription should be taken, 
or a collection made, in all ^eir congregations, vacant as 
well as supplic^d^ for the purpose of raising a fund for sending 
the go^el to destitute places. The, nifext year they determined 

* See a CirduUr Letter of the Standing Comm.ttee of Missions. 
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OQ an aoDual coUectioDi and adopted other suitable me^cvKs 
for the accomplishtneiit of their benevolent daiga.* 

The General AssemMj, which . ' r,;. fhkl 

Syooa, met for ^he lii-si limc in PSi; i'^89. 

During the sessions of Uiai jear, th;- .^ irum- 

cd their particular attention. They.L i-iiods, 

then existing under their care, to rccrjnimcnil each two 
miuiunaries to the next Assemblj : anil ihat runijE might be 
prc|>ari:U (o lucct ilniATijjciisc cxpcttcC-iu be iiicurivdi it wna 
uijoinedon all the Presbjieries, to lake mrjasiires fir raising 
collcctioits in all the con^egationa wii'' Two 

of the Bynodit, owing to their remoi. i, citj-, 

deemed it best to conduct the Mis=ii' ^ sepa- 

rate capacity. Their conduct mub hm ' \wein- 

bly. The Synod of N«w York, and the Synd%i' I'hitadelphtn 
complied with the directioni.and recommcndes MixMonuies. 
Four were commissioned, and among them the late Dr 
M'Whorter. Tliey wcreaent " for the purpose of organising 
churrhca, ordaining elders, collecting inform atioh respccliog 
tlie state of religion in (he frontier settlements, and pn^immg 
the best means for est«blishing a gospel -ministry arAtAg Ihc 
destitute inhabitants." t 

From thia time the Missionary busitiuBs was steadily 'pur- 
sued by the Aasembly, until the year 1802, when l£«jr ap. 
pointed a Siftnding Comniiitee of Miiuions. The ohnber -of 
their Misslotiaries varied from year to year, a'-'-nr'liiicr n* 
more or leas could be procured for the sani. . 
more vigorous and efficjent mcaBures were ad; i 
ing funds for the suppoii of the Missionary i M' 
wci« sent out witli proper auiliority lo apply -i 
and liberal for L-ontribulions; and by their c->.'. 
Bidcrabte sum was collected, and formed iii''j 
fund. At the same time the Rev. Jcdidiah < 
appointed a stated Missionary, for four yeaist i . 
wt^stcm fh>nticrs. He was directed iq take up . 
ui some convenient place for accomplishing t.:i< 
views, and required to pcHorm annually six mi-n. ,i , . 
ory labour on a tour through ihedestitutc scttlefncn^s. ju: Lite 
purpose of organizing churches, as well as preaching the 
gospcL It was made the duty of Mr. C, to direct the njutca 
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• See the Records of Synod; t Printed Exincta. 
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of the Missionaries sent £o that region, and to give them lad-s 
vice for executing their cominrissions to the best advantage t 
and another duty prescribed to him was, to lay before the 
Assembly annually an account of the religious state of things, 
the disposition of the inhabitants to. receive the word, Aeftium* 
ber of oi'ganized churches, and the prospect afforded fbr the 
establishment of more. This Missionary was designed as a 
common medium of communication between the General As- 
sembly and the frontier inhabitants and the Indian tribep; 
through whom the Assembly were to receive applications for 
aid and counsel,, and to transmit the communications they 
might wish to make to the .whites, ox to the Indians. 

The same year the Rev. James Hall was appointed a Mis* 
sipiiary to Natche? §>r several i^onths. Accompanied by the 
Rev. Messrs. James Bowman and William Montgomery^ 
who had been appointed for the purpose by the Synod of the 
Carolinas^ he executed his commission in an able and satis-* 
factory manner. Sensible of the importance of thist place, the 
Assembly the next year earnestly r^coilimended to tiie Synod 
of the Carolinafik, to ^end out one or more Missionanes to visit 
it; engaging to defray part of the expense, if th^ir-fiinds should 
prove inadequate.. ' » 

Desirous of extending their Missionary opet^tions, and 
rendering them more efficient, the Assembly in 1801, sent 
down to all the Presbyteries an' order to collect and tt*ansmit 
to them such information, as might enable them to apply 
their funds in the most beneficial manner. ' The ihformatidn 
contemplated embriiced the £oUaynn^ pafticillars : The ap^ 

parent disposition of tiie Indian tribes on our froiftiers for ci^ 
vilization, and for receiving religious instractibn; the means 
Aat had"been used for their benefit, and the success of those 
means ; the state of the frontier settlements of whke people^ 
and to what places and persons reUgions books mi^t be setit 
for gratuitous distHbutioh ; the condition of the blacks;; the 
places where, and the manner ^a^ which, it would be most 
advisable to attempt their fhstraction; and the natifl^of all 
such persons as they deemed suitableto be employed as Mis- 
sionaries to the In^aii tribes, to the frontier sc^ements, and 
to the destitute portions of the interior. 

The neitt year ^was distinguished by an important altera- 
tion in the manner of oc^uctlo^ tiM Missionary business. It 
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T become so extensive, thai tlic Asscmhty fnunii ii 
wciiild lie impossiblt;, amidst the niinierinis concerns ctnimin^ 
tlieir regard, lo devote lo il. during illc sliui-l iMin uf \hrii 
annual sessions, ihatUine niid attention w)'I<!> 
andextended ])rosccu.tion riemaiiikil. To iln 
sincsS, and to tnsure a proper msnagcincoi 
a ly concern, they appomictl, in !803, a Sr^M.. 
lEK OF Mi&sioNs ; prescribing lo tlicm tlie dmii-s lo l^e pn- 
fojTiicd, and clothing tlieni widi-siicli giowen m «ck ihcn 
dSemed sufficient." 

Immediaielj' after the rising of tlie AssuinMy.tlM Coramtt- 
tce organized IhcntselvcSi aiid cnicied wkli alarrity 0n the 
interesting dutiea asaigne«] to them. Ont uftHcir first mi's- 
sui'cs was, a eirciilar letter addressed lo alt the Presbyfcric? 
imniediatety connected with the Asstmlily, in Ihc ntanagc- 
rncnl of tlte Missionary tiiisinces ; the ol>ject of which wa» xri 
obtain infoi7nBtioi>, in regard to the same points to wlikh Dm 
AssemMy had pt^viotisly directed their alteniltin. A ctpru- 
Jar Ictfef was also' prepared and sent by tlie r.„-..„.:<.,.^ •.. 
Foreign Missionary Societiee! cbmmunkaiin ■ ' 
mation in regard to ttie stiife of Miasionai y 
rountry generally, and particularly in our •'■■ 
soliciting answers tu certajii questions, from " - 
to derive useful in&apnmtion to aid Ufm ii' ii 
of Iheir important business. Dul» atteiilion « . 
letter by the societies to r.'hom it was addivb- ■ 
replies were rccciveH. 

Inatructiona too for dii'ecting the rntiduLi ■ 
arics were prepared at an eBvlp pprinH- Aiii. 
tions, Missionariea are counselled in thesi- ■ 
preach the gospel in a ptain and aiTec^niiti- 
the same time to be prepared to resist cavil ..i 
tradicUon, whenever they should be called to ;• < 

are directed to attend religious ciitifcrMiccs. ; i :.i.l 

every convenient opportunity for giving cateclietacai 

tion. They are dirotled to. avoid all mifrloDdly.flfe" 

rellectiona on other religious denom mat ions, wrf 

from political and party discuBsions ; and tD> evfS^ 

conduct themselves as embassadors fi-om tlit> PritiAtf i 

and to recommend the gospel to others by a bccoTn)Bg'''(£rib- 

tian example. 

• See Missions. Chap. I, Psrt VI, 
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. From theii* first ^ppointmpnt till the year UB 17, when ttiey 
were constituted a Board of Missions, clothed Vith full pow- 
ers to manage the entire concern as they might detm proper, 
tliis Committee prosecuted, frt>m year tqyear, the important 
business confided to them ; reporting annually to the Assem- 
bly an account of their proceedings, and recomnaendij^g the 
appointment of suitable Missionaries, designating the regions 
to wlrieh they should be sent, and marking out the routes on 
which ^hey should labour. Under the conducJt of the Com- 
mitter, the Missionary business^ became, more Mia more ex- 
tensive; apd they had the satisfaction of beholding it con- 
stantly increasing- in appju'ent usefuJness to the oause of 
religion. The first year sbc Missionary appointments W€re 
made, and in the year 1.81 d^forty-foiir. 

:i^he north-western part of the state of New York, was. the 
region to which the A sseifibly first directed the labotirs of 
their Missionaries. Subsequently they extended their bene- 
volent aid to the destitute portions of other states. Enlarging 
from year to year, as their funds increased, and a supply of 
Missionaries could be obtaihed, the field of labour,, it rapidly 
widened, tiH it has embraced destitute places, from the north- 
ern extremity of Njew York to Njatchez and New Orleans,^ and 
from tbe eastern shores of the Atlantic to the wsesterh banks 
of the Mississippi. \ ■ ^ .',■-'- ^ ' 

While the General Assembly were ^pursuing ihe Mission- 
ary busitiess by the agency (^ their Standing Committee^ 
some of the Bynods, who acted in this important poncem in a 
separate capacity, engaged in it^ with considerable zeal and 
industry. The Synods of Virginia and Pittsburg, have dis- 
tinguished themselves. 

The unhappy race of Africans in this couhtry have not been 
neglected by the Assembly. Feeling for their wretched state 
of moral degredation, and desirous of conveying to them the 
heavenly messages of that gospel, -which knows nb distinc- 
tions among men arising from their circumstances in life, or 
from the complexion of their skin ; but contemplating all as 
sinners, proclaims pardon and reconciliation to all alike, who 
will receive them as freely offered, whether rich or poor, bond 
or free, lirhethfer descended from Ham or from his brethren ; 
they have at different timetf .made efibrts for thoir instruction 
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Missions to the Aburigines of Uiis country com nian<lci1 t] 
attention of tlie Pi-eabytcvian Church at an en : " ■ ■ 
Rev. David Rrainaiii, anil tlie Rev. John Ci 
Tnembera of the late Synod of New York ,■ ^ 

The former, who was so eminently succi ; 
Indians, derived his support from a sutucty u 
But, to hb brother who succeeded him iii his ^ ^ 
Synod allowed a salary of ^'3u per annum. In tllKH 
they ordered a coUeciion in all theli' conKregatb; 
support of the Indian Mission aiid tlie Indian bi 
i^greed to give to a schoolmaslcr £3u for thai jreai^ 
the same sessions ihcy voted £65 for. the relief of fc^ 
labouring among the Oneida Indiana* wjia rcc(4v^ 
society, by whom he was comniissioncdi too ^fitj/f 
his support; and directed certain indivitfuals loin 
aociet)', requesting tliem to grant their Missionary |, 
bcral salary. In the year 1766, the Rov. Mr. Bealtf 
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^ev. Mr. Duflieldi havings performed a mission amoag the 
^ Indians^ on the Muskingum^ and among the frontier inhabi* 
tantS) made so favourable a report of Uieir receptkm, that 
the Rev. Messrs. Brainan} and Cooper were appointed to 
spend three months in the summer of 1767) in preaching to 
the same Indians, and among the inhabitants in the same 
frontier settlements. Owing to unfavourable reports after-* 
wards received, this mission was not fulfilled. The next year 
• a committee was appointed to . draw up a general plan £ov 
sending Uie gospel among the benighted Aborigines of this 
country ; but this too seems not to have resulted in the adop- 
tion of more extensive and efficient measures than had heeu 
previously pursued. 

Missions to the Indians have always claimed more or less 
the attention of the Presbyterian Church, sinpe the co^stitg^ 
tion of the General Assembly. It has already been seei;i, that 
in the appointment of the Rev. Mr. Chs^man, a^ a Miss|oQr 
ary to the northwestern frontier of Uie state of New York* 
the Assembly had a. reference to the Indian tribes, for whpse 
deplorable condition they sensibly felt. Aware of their wishes 
on this subject, the Committee of Missions regarded the 
evangelizing of the pagans on our borders as of primary con* 
sideradon. In the circular addressed to the Presbyteries in 
1802, tiie first year of their appointment, is found this pas* 
sage : ^^ Missionaries for the Indians is a great desideratum 
with the Assembly. The hope of contributing to send the 
gospel to the heathen tribes, prompted the liberality of many, 
who have, contributed most largely to the funds which the 
Assembly have at command : and it was with the devest re* 
gret, that the last Assembly found that they had not a single 
candidate for an Indian Mission. If your Presbytery can no- 
minate one who is well qualified, it will be an important ac- 
quisition.'^ 

The next year a Missionary was obtained. The Rev. Gideon 
Blackburn, while attending the General Ass^nbly iis a mem- 
ber, was invited to meet the Committee. Finding) in the 
course of a conversation with him in regard to the Cherokee 
In<Uans, that he was willing to engage in a Missdoit fo that 
people, the Committee recommemled his appointttait as a 
Missionary for two months. He vtras accovdjngly ap^oistod 
by the Assembly. The object of his mission, as sMed in 
bis commission, was> t^ carry to thai benighted people ^ titu^ 

I i 



•» '^ 



874 SHORT ACCOUNT 

g;ospel and the arts of civilized life." In accordance with tin's 
object, Mr. B. was instructed to establish a school within the 
territory of the United States, but near the border of the In- 
dian country, for the purpose of affording gratuitous instruc- 
tion to their children ; and he was authorized to employ a 
schoolmaster to conduct the business of the school^ under his 
direction and superintendence. It was left to the discretion 
of Mr. B. to determine, wiiether in the course of his Mission 
it would be proper to fiYeachf as the principal design was " to 
conciliate the friendship of the Indians, and prepai'e the way 
for extensive usefulness among them at a future day.** As it 
was foreseen that the maintenance of this Mission to the In- 
dians, would require a much greater expenditure of money 
than the funds of the Assembly could afford to be appropri- 
ated to olie object, Mr. B. was furnished by the Committee 
witii a recommendatoiy certificate ; authorizing him to solicit 
assistance, and commending him to the liberality of all who 
were disposed to favour the instruction and evangelizing of 
the Indians. 

Such were the incipient measures adopted by the Commit- 
tee at the commencement of this Mission. When Mr. Black- 
bum ^visited the Indians, he found that they preferred having 
the school 'Established in their own country ; and as they pro- 
posed this, it was deemed proper to comply with their wishes. 
They promised to send their children to the-school lor three 
years, by way of experiment; and engaged, if it should suc- 
ceed according to their expectations, to allow it to be perma- 
nently located among them. A schoolmaster was procured, 
who was willing " to relinquish the enjoyments of civilized 
life, and remove with his small family into the wilderness, and 
live among savages " 

The expense of this establishment soon became much 
greater than was expected ; so that in the year 1805, although 
a donation of gSOO had a little before been made to it, by the 
Missionary Society of New Jersey, it became necessary, in 
order to relieve it from embarrassment, to appropriate for its 
support not less than g5O0 more. The number of Indian 
children in the school, amounted to from 45 to 50 ; and as 
they were not only educated, but fed and clothed by the estab- 
lishment, the expense incurred so increased, that from this 
year the Assembly annually allowed out of their funds to the 
amount of S500 for its support To enable the Missionary to 
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devote moi'e of his time in superintending ~ this important. 
Mission, ^s well as to encourage and reward his labours, his 
term of service was gradually increased from two to six 
months in the. year. StDl further to assist Mr. Blackburn in 
maintaining his establishment, the Committee procured and 
forwarded to him donations in books, blankets, medicine, and 
clothing. The school flourished for some years. Specimens 
of the hand writing and of the composition of the Indian chil- 
dren, were at diflerent times presented to the Committee, and 
by them laid before the Assembly; which were regarded as 
pleasing evidences of the improvement of the pupils in use- 
ful knowledge. From the Goveraor of Tennessee, as well as 
from the Presbytery of Union, satisfactory testimonials were 
received in regard to the manner in which the school was 
conducted, and the progress made by tlie Indian children. 

The Indians were so highly gratified by the experiment 
made, and anticipated such great advantages from the edu- 
cation of their children, that they became anxious for the 
establishment of more schools, and expressed their desire so 
strongly on the subject, that Mr. Blackburit determined to 
institute a second school among them at his own risque ; re- 
lying upon the interposition of divine providence for the means 
of its support. Previously to the month of May 1 806^ there 
were ali^-ady in that school thirty scholars. The Committee 
of Missions, while they felt it to be their duty tQ apprize their 
Missionary that cucumstances would not authorize them to 
burden the funds of the Assembly, by engaging to support 
this new establishment, cheerfully aided him by their patron- 
age in the tour which he made Uiix)ugh some of the eastern 
slates, for the purpose of collecting money for the school. 
At his request they also agreed to give their opinion, in re- 
gard to the compensation to which he might be entitled for 
his additional labours; and, for the protection of his charac- 
ter, to insert in theu' books his accounts for the second^ as 
well as for the first school. 

Mr. Blackburn collected on his tour nearly g5500. But 
the support of the two institutions became too expensive to be 
sustained by the funds procured. After continuing in the ser- 
vice of the General Assembly till the year 1810, he retired 
from his Mission ; assigning as reasons for his resignation, 
want of health and an intention of changing the place of his 
r^esidence. 

The letter of Mr. B. announcing his resignation^ was re- 
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^eiyed by the Committee during ihe sessions of the Gelierai 
Assembly that year; and in reporting on this subject, diey 
lamdnted that, after so much time had been spent, and such 
#teat jsxpenses incurred, in conducting- the Mission to the 
Cherokees, and when the great objects of the Misuon .ap- 
j^eared to be ahnost within the reach of the Missionary, the 
Wailt of health and other causes should compel him to aban- 
don his benevolent labours. By his letter, however, which 
^as read to the Assembly, they were encouraged (o hope, 
^ that the fruit of his labours would not be lost, and that a har- 
vest, ^ough retarded, might yet be gathered from the seed 
sown among the Cherokees/' 

*^ Tb Mr. Blackburn's long, patient, and laboirious ser- 
vices, while''acting as the Assembly's MissiiHiary," tiiie Com- 
mittee bore honourabletestimony. 

Other tabottrerd have gone to reap the harvest among that 
nation, tt wa^ the Committee's intention to prosecute this 
Mission ; but, wiiile they were looking for Missionaries pos- 
sessing suitable quidifications for the work, the Rev. Mr. 
Kittgwury, acting \mder the authority of tfie Board of Com- 
missioners for foreigpd Missions, estat^ished in New England, 
passed trough this city to occupy the field in which our Mis- 
sionary had been labouring for so many years. W:ien Mr. 
K. waited on the Chairman of the Committee^ to know 
Aether they had any objections to his Mission to die Chero- 
kees, he was informed that the Committee could not object 
tb hi^ labouring for the benefit of that benighted people ; but 
he Was at the same time distinctly apprised of their design to 
resume the Mission, as soon as providence should be pleased 
tb furnish them with suitable missionaries. 

In the year 1814, a Mission was projected for the benefit 
di ^e Indians in and about Lewistown, Ohio. The Rev. 
James Hughs, designing to remove to that State, offered to 
undertake 3ie Mission ; and the Committee, having full con- 
fideljce in his prudence and judgment, capacity and experi- 
eiice, readily accepted his services. The design of this Mis- 
sion was to teach the Indian youth the art of cultivating the 
ground, as well as to instruct them in other branches of know- 
ledge hmhan- and divine. For this purpose an attempt was 
made to procure from government a section of land in the 
neighbourhood of Lewistown, on which the youth might be 



"wfT* 



6P MISSIONS. 377 

oinployed in the business of agriculture, white they were at- 
tending to the instiHjctions of "the school. Failing in their ap- 
plication to government, the Committee was authorised by 
the Assembly, to purchase a sufficient quantity of land for 
farming : but as Mr. Hughs found, after having prosecuted 
his Mission two or three years, that the India,ns were in an 
unsettled; state, owing to a prevalent disposition among them 
to remove beyond the Mississippi, it was deemed expedient 
to give up the Mission. 

The Board of Trust of the Western Missionary Society, 
composed ©f members of the Synod of Pittsburg, have dis- 
covered a commendable zeal, and shpwn much judgment in 
the management of Indian Missions. At Sandusky they es- 
tablished a Mission for the benefit of this unfortunate race of 
men in the year 1806. Their ultimate design was to evange- 
lize the savages: but to facilitate the attainment of this great 
object, they established a school for the instruction of their 
children, whom they fed and clothed; and procured land for 
the purpose of assisting in the support of the establishment} 
and of teaching the Indians the important business of agricul- 
ture. On the farm, they had erected the necessary buildings ; 
the school consisted of 30 or 40 scholars ; aiid the Mission was 
going on in a prosperous way^till the late war; when the 
building, having been burnt and, the improvements destroyed 
by the enemy, the Mission was suspended. 

The same Board in consequence of a pressing and personal 
application from Cornplauter, the chief of the six nations, re- 
solved, in 1814, to establish a Mission among those tribes. 
The application seemed very remarkable; being, as far as 
_ the Board knew, entirely voluntary on the part of the Old Chief. 
The hand of God was gratefully noticed and acknowledged. 
Complanter requested that the gospel might be sent to his 
people, and that their children might be instructed as chris- 
tian children are taught ; promising at the same time to use 
his influence with the Indians, to induce them to comply with 
such regulations as might be necessary for the establishment 
and success of the Mission. 

The first Missionary, sent in compliance with this request, 
was affectionately received by the Old Chief and other Indians. 
He lamented his own and his people's blindness in spiritual 
things ; but expressed a hope, that as he had prayed to the 
Great Spirit, he was about to bring them out of darkness, 
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and to teach theln how to fear and serve God, and keep h» 
Sabbaths. The Indians agreed to provide for their children 
hoarding and lodging, without any expense to the' society, 
smd the Chief promised to furnish a school house, a dwelling 
for the teacher, together with a farm, ff it should be judged 
proper to occupy it. 

In such favourable circumstaiices was this Mission estab- 
lished. The school-master succeeded in gaining the confi*' 
dence of the Indians. A Missionary was appointed to preach 
among them a part of the year. The progress of the scholars 
exceeded the most sanguine expectations of the Bo^rd. They 
had not been under tuition more than eighteen months, be- 
fore the specimens of their writing were forwarded to the 
Committee of Missions for inspection. The influence of Mr. 
Oldham, the teacher, over the Indians, was very propitious. 
" The Sabbath,'* state the Board, in one of their communi- 
cations, " is observed in a very different manner from what it 
was bcffore ; a number of the Indians attend punctually at the 
school-house, where they meet on the Lord's day lor social 
prayer and reading the scriptures." 

The Old Chief manifesited a great concern for the success 
of the Mission, and exerted all his influence in favour of it. 
On one occasion he addressed Mr. Fairchild, a Missionary, 
• "when he had finished his discourse, thus : " I am very glad 
that we have all met this evening, and that all is well with us. 
We are much indebted to the Gre^t Spirit for his care over 
us. Iggeioice that he sends the ministers so frequently to visit 
us; and I cannot be thankful enough that they 4re taking so 
much pains with us. I fear they will be discoul^ged with us : 
for when they come, they find us so poor, ignorant, and stu- 
pid. I hope, however, the)rwill not give us up: and I be- 
lieve the Great Spirit is among ydu, and diat you will 
succeed." 

The General Assembly manifested their readiness to assist 
in prosecuting the Missionary establishment at Sandusky; for 
when it was represented that the institution of a second school 
among the six nations was important, they agreed to allow 
annually for its support three hundred dollars, and authorized 
the Board to locate it wherever they might deem proper, 
whether the place should fall within the bounds of the Synod 
of Pittsburg or not. This school, however, has been rendered 
unnecessary, in consequence of the attention paid to the in* 
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struction of these Indians by another denomination of chris- 
tians, s 

In the autumn of 1 8 1 8, the school at Complanter's town, 
owing to the occurrence of several obstacles, and the renaoval 
of a number of Indian families from the town and country- 
round about, was discontinued. To preserve, however, the 
fruits of the Mission, the Board of Trust endeavoured to per- 
suade a number of the Indian boys, who had made some con- 
siderable progress, to prosecute their education; and as an 
inducement, they offered to bring them into christian society, 
to clothe aaid support and instruct them gratuitously. This 
benevolent offer proving ineffectual, the Board were reluct- 
antly obliged to give up all hopes of further success for the 
present. 

Not discouraged by these unpleasant circumstances, the 
Board of Trust are still directing their attention to the abori- 
gines of this country. In their last report they informed the 
Board of Missions, that one of their nxembers, the Rev.Elisha 
M^Curdy, had been sent to visit the Wyandot Indians on the 
Sandusky, with a view, if favourable prospects should invite, 
to establish a Mission among that tribe of savages. 

Desirous of carrying on the Missionary business with 
greater efficacy and to a greater extent, the Assembly of 
1818 constituted the Comniiittee into a Board of Missions, 
increased their number, and enlarged their powers. The 
Board have now ftill powers to transact all the business of the 
Missionary cause ; and are only required to make an annual 
report of their proceedings to the Assembly, and to receive 
from them any counsel and advice they may be pleased to 
give. At the same time the Board were authorized and di- 
rected to take measures for establishing Auxiliary Missionary 
Societies throughout the Presbyterian Church. 

In compliance with this direction of the Assembly, the 
Board, soon after their regular orgaiuzation, prepared and 
published an address to all our churches ; recommending the 
formation of one or more Auxiliary Missionary Societies 
within the limits of ^ach Presbytery, and the establishment of 
Missionary Associations in each coi^egation auxiliary to the 
societies : and to fiacilitate the operation of the plan^ they pub- 
lished in connexion with their address, draughts of constitu* 
tlons for the societies and tiie associations. This plan has 
received the particular approbation of the Assembly ; who 
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have repeatedly and warmly recommended it to the notice of 
the Presbyteries and chui'ches. The Synod of Virginia, who 
had previously conducted the Missionary business in a sepa- 
rate capacity, have directed their Presbyteries to oi'ganize so- 
cieties on the plan proposed by the Board. Presbyteries, be- 
longing to other Synods, have become auxiliary in this imi- 
portant concern; and other auxiliary societies have been form- 
ed in several places. Should this plan be more generally 
adopted; should all the Presbyteries aict on it with vigour; 
and should numeix>us associations be formed in our congre- 
gations ; it will be the means of introducing greater unity in 
the operations of our Church in this all-important concern, 
and of carrying them to an extent far beyond what they have 
ever yet reached. How xlesirable is it that tiie Church should 
concentrate her resources and her energies, in order to con- 
vey the blessings of salvation to the destitute, both in our own 
land and among the pagans, who are perishing for want of the 
bread and the water of life ! 

The same year in which the Board of Missions was consti- 
tuted, the Assembly adopted measures that have resulted in 
the establishment of the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety. Believing that a new society for conducting foreign 
Missions, composed of members belonging to the Reformed 
Dutch Church, the Associate Reformed Church, and of other 
churches holding the same creed, as well as of members be- 
longing to their own church, might be formed ; the General 
Assembly appointed a committee to coiTespond with those 
churches. The proposition met with such a cordial recep- 
tion from the Supreme Judicatories of our sister churches, 
that the committee were enabled to report to the next Assem- 
bly, the constitution which had been prepared for the society, 
embracing members from the three denominations, and aQ 
others who may wish :o unite with them. 

The object of this society is to spread the gospel among 
the Indians of Nortli America, the inhabitants of Mexico and 
South America, and in other portions of the heathen and 
anti-christian world. ' No alteration can be made in the Con- 
stitution without the consent of the highest judicatories of the 
three denominations; and for their information, the Board of 
Managers are required by the constitution to lay before them 
their annual report. This society hold their annual meetings 
in the city of New York, in the month of May ; and select 
their Missionaries from the three churches indiscriminately. 
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At an esffiy period of thdr operatbns ^le Managers "ISob- 
templated South Amenca as an inviting field for Missionary 
labour; and in execution of their design had engaged two 
young men to visit different sections of that interesting por- 
tion of the globe, for the purpose of ascertaining the moral 
and religjious condition of the inhabitants, and the prospects 
that might offw for the successful establishment of a Protest- 
ant Mission. But, having afterwards learnt from correspond- 
ence with intelligent individuals, who were well acquainted 
with the state of affairs in the places contemplated, and the 
Watchful jealousy of the established religion, that the pros- 
pects were too discouraging, they resolved to relinguish their 
design for the present, and wait for more favourable openings 
of divine providence. They, however, still keep their eye 
on that portion of our globe, amd hold a correspondence with 
the American consul at Valparaiso, for the purpose of obtain* 
ing information in regard to the probability of success in the 
establishment of a Protestant Mission in Chili or the adjacent 
country, and the probable expense that would be incurred in 
conducting it 

Two young men, licensed preachers of the gosp^ being 
commissioned as Agents by the Board, went, in May last, to 
die Missouri Territory, for the purpose of examining the 
state of the Indian tribes, and selec^ig a proper spot for a 
Missionary station. Infc»tnation has just be^i received from 
the Corresponding Secretary of the society, that Mr. Chap- 
man, who has returned &om his tour, reports that he was 
well received by the Indians, and that a covenant has been 
made with them. A Missionary establishment among the 
Osages will, therefore, be immediately undertaken by the 
Board of Managers ; and the establishment, when completed, 
will embrace not pnly ministers of the gospel* to instruct them 
in the knowledge of divine things, but otlmt persons, both 
male and female, capable of teaching them the art of farm- 
ing, and other elementary branches of knowledge, calculated 
to imprave domestic life, and bring them into a state of civi- 
lization* 

The prospects of this infant society are flattering. Con- 
sidering the resources on which they may draw, it is reason- 
able to expect that their operations will constantiy increase ; 
and that, under their cuhivation, blest with the dew of heaven, 
the wilderness will blossom as the rose, and the solitary placc^^ 
be made glad. 
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When the Coimnittee of Missions commenced their la- ] 
bours, tliey found the fields demanding. culdvaJion exceed- j 
ingly extensive. Wherever they directed their eyes to the 
Frontiers of this country, they beheld vast regions of moral 
desolation. Among the mhabitants they saw many who had 
formerly enjoyed the means of grace; some in whose hearts 
dwelt the principles of true religion; and others who had 
been instructed in the great doctrines of our common salva- 
don. To cherish and presei've from extinction these seeds of 
knowledge and of grace, was deemed important. It was sup- 
posed that even occasional discourses preached to people^ in 
mch circumstances, would produce beneficial effects. In- 
luenced by this consideration, the Committee, while .they 
[lad vast regions to supply, and but few Missionaries at com- 
onand, were induced to prescribe to them extensive routes ; 
Poking forward to the tinre, when more favourable circum- 
itances would enable them to 'circumscribe their itinerations 
within narrower bounds. At an early period of their labours, 
:hey were, however, aware of the advantages that would re- 
mit from confining their Missionaries within such limits, as 
MTould afford them opportunities for preaching frequently in 
Jie same places, and to the same audiences. Their opinion 
)n this point they expressed to the Assembly in their first re- 
port ; but stating, at the same time, that as the field demand- 
ng cultivation was so exceedingly large, the cry of the des- 
itute for relief so pressing, and the Missionaries so few, they 
ieemed it best;, in view of ail circumstances, tp prescribe"\o 
;he Missionaries extensive routes. 

The result has sanctioned the coiTectness of the Commit- 
ee's judgment . Sparks of religion, which might otherwise 
lave perished, have been preserved alive ; the hopes of the 
iious have beeil encouraged to look forward to better days, 
^vhen they would be favoured with more frequent opportuni- 
ies of hearing the word of life ; and the thoughdess have been 
^ept from falling inta utter forgetfulness of the very form of 
'eligion. 

It has been the wish and the purpose of the Committee, as 
t now is, of tile Board of Missions, to form circuits of narrower 
imits, and tOi>tation in them suitable Missionaries. In this 
.vay, it is believed, numerous songregations might be organ- 
zed and cherished, until they should acquii'e sufficient 
strength to support the gospel without assistance. But, while 
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this is coBtein]>]aited as a desirable pflan of operation lor a part 
of the Missionaries that may be employed by the Assembly's 
funds, it is still deemed proper to continue to prescribe to 
others more extensive routes. Difficulties have opposed the 
execution of the former part of the plan, so that it has not 
been acted on as^fully as was designed- The cry of distress 
is heard from all quarters; and different sections of the churxli 
expect to have attention paid to their applications for Mission- 
ary aid. But the principal difficulty has arrisen from inabi- 
lity to procure a succession of suitable Missionaries to occupy 
the different stations. A region cultivated one year, is left to 
barrenness the next, for want of a labourer. And tfot unfre* 
quently are the Board obliged, in prescribing routes, to com- 
ply with the inclination, or govern themsekes by the situ- 
ations, of the Missionaries at comnqiand. 

But this difficulty, it is hoped, will be removed in the 
course of time. The Theological Seminary of the General 
Assembly, has furnished a number of valuable Missionaries. 
To that institution the Board are looking for a succession of 
well instructed youth, who, animated by a Missionaiy zeal, 
will devote at least a portion of their time, to carry the mes- 
sages of grace to the destitute and perishing. The supply that 
may be expected from the Seminary, together with what may 
be derived from former sources, will, we trust, greatly faci- 
litate and increase our Missionary operations. 

It is matter of pleasing reflection, that tlie attention of the 
Presbyterian Church, was, at so early a period, turned to the 
Missionary business, and that she has prosecuted it with grow- 
ing zeal. Her labours have been amply rewarded. She now 
beholds her Presbyteries and her Synods, spreading their nu- 
merous congregations o^er regions, where formerly her Mis- 
sionaries passed rapidly along, blowing the trumpet of the 
gospel, and proclainiing to tlie scattered inhabitants the ti- 
dings of salvation. 

God has been pleased to smilie upon the labours of our 
Missionaries. They have been honoured ad- the instruments 
of preserving infant churches, of establishing new congre- 
gations, of reclaiming many sinners from the error of their 
ways, and of comforting and edifying the pious. The suc- 
cess attending their labours has been for some years past 
gi^^atly increasing. It furnishes matter to our churcli for 
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thitoksgiying and praise to Almigkt^ God, and ^abundant en- 
couragement to persevei*e m her work and labour of love. 

The Presbyterian Church has done.well in comparison wi^i 
other churches in thb country. But has she done her duty ? 
So numerous are her congregations that an annual contribu- 
tion of one quarter dollar from each individual, . would 3deld 

V an ample revenue for carrying on all the Assembly's opera- 

tions in favour of the Redeemer's cause, to a much greater 
extent than they are at present If such funds we|re at com- 
mand, Missionaries, it may be said, could not be procured 
in sufficient numbers to occupy them. But let it be remem- 

I bered, that the Assembly need funds for ijbe support of the 

Seminary, and of young men while prosecuting their studies 

J for the ministry, as well as for the support of Mis^ns. 

r If our church had done her duty fully, years ago would she 

have established her Theological Seminaiy ; and from that 
sacred fountain richer and wider streams would have flowed 
forth to water her tender and precious plants, and made her 
beautiful and delightful as the garden of the Lord. Many a 
waste place might have been reclaimed from barrenness; 
springs of water might have burst forth in the desert; the 
wilderness might have budded and blossomed as the rose ; and 
where now the voice of inipiety prevails, and shocks the pious 
^ar with profane cursing and swearing, songs of pndse to our 
Jmmanuel might have been sung. 

Reader, put the qi^estibn to yourself. Have you done your 
duty? Have you contribu^d according to your ability, or 
u&ed your influence in persuading others to replenish the trea- 
sury of the Lord ? 

To the cause of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and our 
Saviour, should be consecrated the talents of th^ learned, the 
wisdom of the wise, the wealth of the rich, the mites of the 
poor, the Mth and prayers of all. Let the Presbyterian Church 
call forth and combiiie all her energies in the work of her 
Lord and Master: and then, favoured with his gracious and 
effectual aid, the results wOl be such as to surpass the most 
sanguine expectations. The blessing of unborn generations 
will deseed upon her. Let every hand act; let every healt 
breaidie oyt the prayer, <^. Thy kinis^m come/' 
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